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Chriftianity  confifts  in  the  imitation  of  the  divine  nature, 

GREGCRV    NYS^EK, 


FIRST    PRINTED     AT     CAMBRIDGE 
MDCCLXXIII. 

NOW   RE-PRINTED  FROM  THE  THIRD 
EDITION,    MDCCLXXXIL 


T  O    T  H  E 
INGENUOUS      YOUTHj 

WHO    HAVE    HONOURED 

WITH     THEIR     ATTENDANCE 

THE 

THEOLOGICAL     LECTURES, 

LATELY 

INSTITUTED    AT    CAMBRIDGE.* 


GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  religion 
we  profefs,  that,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
tends  to  inform  our  underflandings,  it  me- 
liorates our  focial  nature;  and,  .with  irreliili- 
ble  energy,  inclines  us  to  regard  both  God 
and  man,  with  fentiments  of  fervent  love. 

For  this  reafon,  in  the  difcharge  of  my 
duty  as  a  lecturer  upon  the  gofpels,  I  always 
earneftly  exhorted  you  to  confider  religion  as 

B  3  a  fcience, 
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a  fclciice,  which  has  for  its  proper  objed  the 
culture  of  the  human  heart. 

A  conftant  attention  to  the  end,  evidently 
propofed  in  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  is  one  of 
the  moft  likely  means  to  lead  us  to  a  juil 
conception  of  each  particular  doctrine. 
And,  as  good  will  to  man  was  the  declar'-:d 
purpofe  of  the  almighty  in  revealing  it,  und 
was  uniformly  difplayed  in  every  action  of 
our  redeemer,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  thofe  dodlrines  are  of  prime  importance 
to  our  falvation,  which  appear  to  be  more 
immediately  produdive  of  a  beneficent 
pracftice. 

Riches,  falfe  pleafures,  and  the  luil  of 
powder,  are  generally  efleemed  the  grand  cor- 
rupters of  our  nature  5  but  the  pride  of  heart, 
which  the  reputationoffuperlor  knowledge, 
or  abilities,  too  frequently  infpires,  may  be 
equally  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  fociety, 
and  in  no  lefs  meafure  deftrudive  of  our 
virtue,  and  our  inward  peace. 

Happy  indeed  would  it  have  been  for  the 
chriftian  world,  if  the  profefTors,  of  what  is 
termed  religious  knowledge,  had  been  able 

to 
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to  plead  an  excmptiorr  from  the  prevalence 
of  thofe  bad  paillons,  which  have  fo  often 
refleded  difgrace  upon  our  religion,  and  dif- 
honour  on  our  kind. 

Our  divine  inftrudor,  as  if  provident  of 
the  evils,  in  after- time  derived  from  this 
fource,  dwells  with  a  particular  earneflnefs 
on  the  advantages  of  a  meek  and  lowly  fpirit; 
and  frequently  infmuates  to  his  hearers,  that, 
unlefs  every  afpiring  fentiment  be  fubdued 
in  their  hearts,  they  would  find  unfurmount- 
able  obflrudions  even  to  the  entering  upon 
the  profeffion  of  a  religion,  immediately  pro- 
ceeding from  that  God,  who  refifteth  the 
proud,  and  giveth  grace  unto  the  humble. 

But  thefe  exhortations  would  have  been  to 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  genius  of  his 
religion  been  conformable  to  the  qualifica- 
tions, which  he  required  in  his  attentive 
hearers.  A  lordly  and  afTuming  fpirit  would, 
by  an  unavoidable  neceffity,  have  fooner  dif- 
covered  itfelf  in  the  bofom  of  the  church, 
had  the  founder  of  our  religion  delivered 
fuch  a  form  of  dodrine>  as,  in  order  to  its 
jufl  conception,  would  have  neceffarily  re- 

B   4  quired 


(    8    ) 

quired  an  extraordinary  exertion  of  our  in- 
telledual  powers. 

Previoufly  to  all  inquiry  into  the  fa(5t,  we 
might  reaibnably  furmile,  that  a  religion, 
intended  for  univerfal  acceptation,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  unfolded  truths,  of  futii- 
cient  importance  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  mofi:  improved  underflandings,  would 
ajfo  adapt  itfelf  to  the  capacities  and  cir- 
cumfcances  of  thofe,  who,  with  refped  to 
numbers,  are  by  far  the  moil:  confiderable 
portion  of  our  fpecies. 

This  idea,  furely  not  difhonourable  to  our 
holy  faith,  the  h  hours  of  many  years  have 
now  confirmed  in  my  mind. 

Perfuaded,  therefore,  of  the  f  mplicity  of 
the  chridian  religion,  as  exhibited  in  the 
fcriptures,  .1  have  earneftly  contended,  and, 
while  the  fountain  of  lite  and  health  fhall 
continue  to  me  the  power,  will  perfevere  in 
contending,  that  the  grand  and  fundamen- 
tal dodrines  of  the  golpel  are  few  in  num- 
ber, eafy  of  comprehenfion,  propounded 
with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity  and  plainnefs, 
and  withal  of  a  nature  fo  intirely  practical, 
that  not  a  fmgle  article  of  faith,  contained 

in 
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in  the  word  of  God,  is  therein  propofed  as 
of  neceflity  to  falvation,  v.'hich  hath  not  an 
obvious  connexion  with  a  juft  and  honour- 
able condu(fl. 

The  principle  of  benevolence,  the  excel- 
lency of  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  follow- 
ing difcourfe,  is  particularly  recommended 
as  the  great  charadcriftic  of  the  religion  of 
thegofpel*.  And  we  fliould  adl  wifely,  if 
we  always  eftimated  our  progrefs  in  the 
knowledge  of  that  religion,  by  our  improve- 
ment in  the  practice  of  this  manly  virtue. 
A  virtue,  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the 
formation  of  the  real  chriilian,  that  all 
other  acquirements,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  be,  are  not  of  fterling  worth,  if  the 
heart  is  found  a  ftranger  to  its  power. 

In  all  your  iludious  refearches,  therefore, 
into  the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  remember  to 
keep  this,  the  moft  important  of  them,  ever 
prefent  to  your  fight.  And,  when  your 
hearts  are  animated  with  the  profped:  of 
thofe  future  glories,  which   the  almighty, 

in 

*  By  this  fhall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples. 
If  ye  h^ye  love  one  to  another.    Jesus. 
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in  his  mercy,  hath  revealed ;  refled,  that 
you  then  will  teftifyyour  gratitude  in  a  man- 
ner, the  mod  pleafmg  to  your  heavenly 
father,  when  your  lives  are  diftinguifhed  by 
a6ts  of  difintereded  affection  unto  thofe,  who 
are  created  in  your  father's  likenefs. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  with  great  efleem, 

your  affectionate  and  obliged  fervant. 


THE    PREACHER. 


ACTS 
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I, 

ACTS    XX.   2S' 

''REMEMBER  THE  WORDS  OF  THE  LORD 
JESUS,  H©W  HE  SAID,  IT  IS  MORE  BLES- 
SED  TO    GIVE   THAN    TO   RECEIVE." 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel,  though  fup- 
ported  by  fuch  evidence  as  might  juftly  com- 
mand obedience  to  its  laws,  chiefly  aims  at 
our  converfion,  by  the  milder  powers  of 
perfuafion,  and  a  generous  appeal  to  the  ge- 
liuine  feelings  of  the  uncorrupted  heart. 

Next  to  the  worfhip  of  our  creator  in  fpi- 
rit  and  in  truth,  it  injoins  an  obedience  to 
the  mofl:  pleaflng  affedions  of  our  nature,  as 
our  moft  eflential  duty :  and  recommends 
the  principle  of  unlimited  benevolence ;  that 
principle,  from  which  true  happinefs  mufl 
alvi^ays  flow,  as  the  proper  motive  and  in- 
centive to  every  adion  it  approves. 

Iji  conformity  with  its  general  language, 
it  delivers  the  dodtrine  of  my  textj  **  it  is 
niore  bleffed  to  give,  than  to  receive." 

But 
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But  may  it  not  be  urged,  that  the  fenti- 
ment,  on  which  this  dodrine  is  eilablifhed, 
is,  in  fad:,  at  variance  with  the  common 
practice,  as  well  as  the  prevaiHng  difpofition 
of  mankind  ? 

Self  is  the  idol  we  adore  in  every  ftage 
and  period  of  our  exiflence. 

If  it  be  more  blelTed  to  give,  than  to  re- 
ceive ;  whence  is  it,  that  in  early  life  the 
appetite  for  fenfual  pleafure  reigns  in  our 
breafts  without  control  ?  Whence  is  it,  that 
we  facrifice  the  eafe  of  thofe  around  us  to 
every  lawlefs  paffion  ?  Our  powers  of  being 
ufeful  in  our  generation,  to  the  gratibxation 
of  defires,  which  at  length  render  us  ufelefs 
to  ourfelves  ? 

Avarice  furely  difclaims  the  doctrine  of 
my  text.  Nay,  even  that  moderate  degree 
of  attention  to  our  welfare,  which  is  digni- 
iied  with  the  name  of  prudence,  confifls 
not  in  providing  for  the  neceiT^ties  of 
others ;  its  objed  is,  a  decent  provifion  for 
the  fupply  of  thofe  perfonal  wants,  which 
the  laws  of  nature  and  of  cuflom  have  im- 
pofed  upon  our  race. 

Ambition,  nay,  even  emulation,  and  the 

defire.^ 
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defire  of  an  honeft  fame,  are  altogether  of  a 
felfifh  nature.  We  envy  the  pomp,  the 
power,  and  even  the  virtue,  which  we  are 
unable  to  poflefs.  Our  own  fuperiority  de- 
pends as  much  upon  the  depreffion  of  our 
rival,  as  on  the  elevation  of  ourfelves ;  the 
joy  of  fuccefs,  in  this  inftance,  is  therefore 
utterly  unfocial :  it  too  often  is  founded  on 
the  miferies  of  our  kind. 

Yet  the  love  of  pleafure,  the  love  of 
power,  and  the  love  of  praife,  are  in  a  man- 
ner congenial  with  the  human  mind  :  they 
appear  to  be  necefl'ary  movements  in  our 
frame  :  they  call  aloud  for  conftant  gratifi- 
cation. With  refped:  to  thefe,  therefore, 
it  is  furely  not  more  bleiled  to  give,  than 
to  receive. 

Religion  itfelf  feems  to  countenance,  and 
even  to  applaud,  this  ardent  defire  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  our  Ipecies  :  fhe  appears  to  con- 
fpire  with  this  general  pulfe  of  nature,  with 
this  univerfal  wilh  of  all  her  offspring. 

She  calls  upon  us  to  leave  the  paths  of 
vice,  to  purfue  the  paths  of  virtue,  by  the 
fear  of  punifhrneiit, — by  the  animating  prof- 
ped:  of  reward. 

Let 
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Let  us,  however,  attend  to  what  the  voice 
of  calm  philofophy,  aided  by  experience, 
can  urge  as  a  folution  of  this  difficulty. 

And  firft,  it  mull:  be  conlidered,  that  the 
queftion  is  not  concerning  the  inflindlive 
defire  of  happinefs ;  but  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting ourfelves,  with  refpedl  to  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  its  attainment.  And  it  is 
contended,  that  a  more  rational  pleafure,  a 
fublimer  fatisfadion^  will  be  found  in  dif- 
penfing  them  to  others,  than  in  receiving 
them  ourfelves. 

The  pleafures  of  rational  creatures  are  of 
a  twofold  kind. 

The  gratification  of  every  natural  appe- 
tite is  pleafmg :  but  the  pleafure  ceafes  in 
the  inflant  of  enjoyment.  No  power  of  our 
will  can  recall  it  to  our  remembrance :  it 
remains  funk  in  deep  oblivion ;  until  the 
appetite  returns  at  its  appointed  period. 

Other  gratifications  there  are,  delightful 
in  the  moment  of  enjoyment,  and  which 
alfo  upon  refledlion  pleafe. 

OpprefTed  vv'ith  hunger  and  with  thirfl, 
the  foul  of  man  grows  faint;  the  calls  of 
nature  are  vehemently  loud,  they  plead  with 

iri-efiflibk 
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irrefiftible  eloquence  for  the  accuftomed  gra- 
tification. But,  when  the  fon  of  mifery  is 
fatiated  with  plenty,  the  torture  of  his  ex- 
pe(^ation  vanifhes,  the  pleafure  of  gratifica- 
tion is  no  more. 

But  it  is  not  fo  with  the  perfon  who  re- 
lieves him.  He  felt  a  fupreme  fatisfadion 
in  contributing  to  his  neceflity  ;  and  every 
recolledion  enhances  the  delight. 

The  fenfations  alfo  are  widely  different 
in  degree. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  parental 
fondnefs  evidences  itfelf  much  more  power- 
fully than  filial  love. 

Hence  we  may  certainly  conclude,  that, 
in  this  inftance,  the  pleafure  of  conferring 
favours  is  fuperior  to  the  pleafure  of  receiv- 
ing them. 

And,  although,  in  flridt  propriety,  no 
appeal  can  be  made  to  an  almofl:  antiquated 
pafilon ;  yet  a  fimilar  conclufion  may  pof- 
iibly  be  colle6ted  from  the  animated  lan- 
guage, in  which  the  citizens  of  Sparta,  and 
of  Rome,  exprefi'ed  the  fervour  of  their 
aifedlion,  for  their  country's  caufe. 

The  happinefs  of  the  almighty  is   cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  as  much  fuperior  to  the  happincfs  of 
his  creatures,  as  his,  nature  js  fuperior,  with 
refpe6l  to  intrinfic  excellence  and  power. 
And  his  happinefs  is  therefore  greater,  be- 
caufe  they  receive  from  him  whatever  they 
enjoy,  unable  to  repay  it  by  a  fnnilar  return 
of  bounty,  while  he  remains  to  endlefs  ages 
the  inexhauftible  fountain  of  all  good. 

The  indulgence  of  the  benevolent  affec- 
tions forms  our  liighell  happinefs  alfo  ;  be- 
caufe  the  heart,  which  is  aduated  by  t-hem, 
is  a  ftranger  to  perplexity  and  care. 

Thofe  tumultuous  paiTions,  in  whofe  fad 
retinue  are  found  dilorder,  confuiion,  and 
defpair,  are  unknown  where  the  gentler 
form  of  benevolence  bears  fvvay.  Pride, 
avarice,  anger,  and  revenge,  bow  down 
before  her :  they  are  huflied  in  foft  repofe.i 
like  the  beads  of  night,  when  the  fun  arifeth 
they  gather  themfelves  together,  and  lay 
them  dovvn  in  their  dens. 

When  we  confider  the  numerous  wants 
and  imperfedtions  of  our  nature,  we  fee  the 
wifdom  of  providence,  in  implanting  thofe 
feeds  of  foft  compaflion  in  our  breafts,  which 
foothe  our  mutual  forro.vs,  at  the  fame  time 

that 
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that  they  are  the  fources  of  ahiiofl  every 
bleffing  we  enjoy. 

The  words  of  fcripture,  the  pradice  of 
our  heavenly  teacher,  confirm  this  voice  of 
nature,  and  bind  us  with  additional  obliga- 
tions to  its  obfervance. 

The  gofpel,  in  every  page,  exhorts  us,  to 
fupprefs  each  riling  palfion,  which  oppofes 
itfelf  to  our  neighbour's  happinefs,  to  facri- 
fice  our  own  emolument  to  his  advantage, 
and  to  fubdue  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  the  inju-! 
rious  perfon,  by  accumulated  adls  of  unde- 
ferved  kindnefs. 

The  great  founder  of  our  religion  came 
not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter, 
.and  to  give  his  life  a  ranfom  for  mankind. 

His  difciples  imitated  this  great  example. 
And,  when  we  refled  upon  the  conftant 
tenor  of  their  condudl;  when  we  behold 
them  calm  and  compofed  in  the  time  of  dan- 
ger, unterrified  by  every  form  of  perfecu- 
tion  and  diflrefs,  rejoicing  themfelves  in  tri- 
bulation, exhorting  others  to  rejoice  ;  we 
muil  certainly  conclude,  that  they  fcltailn- 
cerer  pleafure,  a  more  warm  and  impaf- 
fioned  fatisfadion,  in  their  works  of  bene- 
jr.  G  volence. 
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volence,  in  their  labours  of  love,  than  if 
they  had  been  gratified  with  the  adlual  en- 
joyment of  whatever  wealth,  and  honour, 
and  dominion  could  beflow. 

It  cannot  be  urged  in  oppofition  to  the 
do6lrine  we  would  eflablifli,  that  every  hu- 
man action  may  be  traced,  until  it  be  found 
conneded  v/ith  the  love  of  pleafure,  the  love 
of  power,  or  the  love  of  praife. 

The  love  of  pleafure  animates  to  a<^ion ; 
and  experience  proves,  that  the  higheft  plea- 
fure is  found  in  the  performance  of  thofe 
adtions  which  are  ufeful  to  our  fpecies. 

The  love  of  pov/er  is  virtuous,  when  we 
attempt  its  acquifition,  with  a  view  of  in- 
creafing  our  capacities  of  doing  good* 

Approbation  and  applaufe  are  the  grate- 
ful tribute  of  mankind,  in  return  for  juft 
and  generous  conduifl.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
chara6teri0:ic  mark  of  a  benevolent  heart  to 
be  influenced  by  the  love  of  honeft  praife. 
And  the  delight,  arifing  from  the  indulg- 
ence of  this  pafTion,  is  itfelf  a  demonflra- 
tion,  that  it  is  more  blefied  to  give  than 
to  receive. 

Every 
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Every  paflion,  therefore,  in  our  conftitu- 
tion  points  out,  that  true  enjoyment  is  only 
to  be  found  in  a6ls  of  focial  love. 

And  on  this  idea,  happinefs  is  furely  in 
our  power.  We  cannot  indeed  command 
the  exercife  of  our  neighbours  kind  affec- 
tions in  our  favour,  but  we  pollefs  an  unli- 
mited power  over  our   own. 

Nor  can  it  be  urged  as  an  objedion  to 
this  theory,  that  religion  frequently  appeals 
to  the  felfifli  paffions  of  our  nature;  or  with 
reafon  be  afferted,  that  revelation,  hold- 
ing forth  the  gift  of  immortality,  as  the 
deilined  reward  of  our  obedience,  in  fadl 
annihilates  the  intrinfic  excellence,  and 
native  dignity  of  every  generous  virtue, 
in  the  bread  of  each  believer  of  the  gof- 
pel. 

It  is  readily  allowed,  that  reward  is  only 
due  to  dilinterefted  a6ls  of  virtue. 

But  the  principle  of  every  focial,  and  dif- 
interefted  affection  is  gradually  formed  in  the 
heart,  by  a  kind  of  mechanical  procefs,  and 
by  the  aid  of  motives,  which  differ  v/idely 
from  their  generated  effed:. 

C  2  The 
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The  hopes  and  fears,  which  a  belief  in 
the  rehgion  of  the  gofpel  naturally  raifes  in 
the  heart  of  man,  although,  confidered  in 
themfelves  and  their'  immediate  confe- 
quences,  they  have  no  claim  to  the  charadter 
of  meritorious ;  yet  diredly  lead  to  the  pro- 
du(5tion  of  affediions,  difmterefted  in  their 
immediate  motive,  and,  therefore,  flridly 
deferving  of  reward. 

Under  the  condu6t  of  right  reafon,  they 
roufe  us  from  the  fatal  lethargy  of  vice, 
they  urge  us  to  the  pradice  of  every  ufe~ 
ful  virtue;  until  at  length  the  heart,  led 
captive  by  the  charms  of  truth,  forgets  the 
motive,  which  fird  engaged  it  in  her  fervice ; 
and  expanding  itfelf  wide  as  the  creation 
of  the  almighty,  and  emulative  of  the  joy 
of  God,  confiders  every  increafe  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  others,  as  an  addition  of  happinefs 

to  itfelf. 

Hath  heaven,  therefore,  bleiled  thee  v/ith 
riches  ?  confider  thyfelf  as  the  appointed  dif- 
penfer  of  them  to  thy  brethren  :  and  know, 
that  thy  happinefs  does  not  confift  in  the  en- 
vied polTefiion,  but  in  the  liberal  communi- 
cation, of  thy  fubflajice. 

Thou 
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Thou  Oil!  wilt  be  happier  than  thy  poor- 
er neighbour ;  he  receives  thy  favours,  thou 
conferrell  them :  "it  is  more  bleffed  to 
give,   than  to  receive." 

Beat  down  the  fpirit  of  pride,  which 
caufes  thee  to  infult  the  lowly  fortune  of  thy 
lefs  happy  brother.  The  fenfe  of  pain,  arif- 
ing  from  a  comparifon  of  his  (late  with 
thine,  fliall  be  dimlniflied  In  his  breaft ; 
and  thou  flialt  find  thy  reward,  In  that  in- 
ward tranquillity,  which  meeknefs  fliall 
infpire. 

The  gift  of  fuperior  wifdom,  and  abili- 
ties, the  advantages  of  learning,  are  valu- 
able only  in  the  ufc.  He  that  increafeth 
knowledge,  increafeth  forrow,  if  he  toileth 
only  for  himfelf.  If  he  hath  no  other  end 
in  view,  than  the  gratification  of  a  vain  af- 
piring  fpirit,  the  humble  diffidence  of  the 
unlettered  peafant  is  more  deferving  of  our 
praife. 

'  Let  not  then  the  light  of  fcience  fliine  in- 
ward only  on  thyfelf.  Let  it  irradiate  thy 
neighbour's  footfteps  with  its  friendly  beam: 
let   it  light  him  on  his  dark  and  dangerous 

C  3  way 
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way  through  the  wiidernefs  of  human  life,' 
The  ray  of  knowledge,  which  thus  informs 
his  mind,  fhall  by  ftrong  reflection  more 
powerfully  illuminate  thine  own. 

Repine  not,  though  thy  humbler  flation 
circumfcribe  thy  powers  of  being  ufeful, 
within  a  narrower  fphere.  No  man  liveth 
to  himfelf  J  the  labours  of  the  lowlieil  of 
the  fons  of  men  are  necelTary  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  whole.  Confecrate  them,  by  an 
upright  intention,  to  the  general  good  j  they 
fhall  be  remembered  to  thy  praife.  True 
merit  (hall  not  hereafter  be  difregarded, 
though  now  it  may  lie  concealed  in  the  ob- 
fcurer  walks  of  private  life.  The  impartial 
hour  of  future  retribution  (hall  caN  forth 
the  friend  of  man,  whatever  may  have  been 
his  flation  here  below,  to  fubflantial  happi- 
nefs  J  and  place  an  unfading  crown  of  glory 
on  his  brow. 

Nor  will  that  facred  ardor,  which  glows 
within  the  patriot's  breaft,  be  unknown  to 
the  profefTor  of  the  gofpel.  With  confci- 
ous  dignity  of  mind,  refulting  from  a  fenfe 
of  high  defert,  he  treads  the  path  of  public 

virtue. 
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virtue,  with  determined  refolution :  or  if, 
like  the  amiable  founder  of  our  religion,  he 
diffolves  in  tears  at  the  profped;  of  the  im- 
pending defolation  of  his  country,  yet, 
affifled  by  the  power  of  faith,  he  direds  his 
view  to  thofe  improved  forms  of  civil  polity 
which  future  ages  fliall  difclofe  in  happier 
climes  i  and,  enraptured  with  the  glorious 
profpeft,  enjoys  a  fource  of  fatisfadion, 
which  the  fceptred  king  may  envy, — which 
the  felfifh  cannot  feel. 

Reftrain  the  refentm<cnt  arifing  from  the 
injuries  of  unreafonable  men.  Thy  adver- 
fary  fhall  praife  thy  mild  forbearance  ;  and 
thy  forgivenefs  of  a  brother's  trefpafs  be  re- 
quited hy  the  more  important  pardon  of  thy 
own  offences  againll  the  tremendous  ma- 
jefty  of  heaven. 

But  moft  of  all,  be  adively  benevolent ; 
glory  not  in  the  ferocity  of  thy  nature,  nor 
fteel  it  againft  the  foft  fenfations  of  pity  and 
companion.  Better  for  thyfeif,  as  well  as 
others,  that  thy  heart  fliouid  overflow  with 
the  milk  of  human  kindnefs  -,  better  that 
thou  lliouldeft  melt  at   every   tale   of  woe, 

C  4  than 
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than  poiTefs  that  unfeeling  temper,  which 
forbids  thee  to  rejoice,  when    thou   heareft 
the   voice    of  gladnefs ;    or  withholds    thy 
tears,   amidit  the  diftrelTes   of  a   creature  of 
like  paffions  with  thyfeif. 

The  necelTities  of  our  brethren  are  fo  nu- 
merous, and  the  advantages,  which  the 
meaneft  of  us  enjoy,  may  be  rendered  fo 
effedtuaily  fubfervient  to  the  removal  of  their 
forrows,  that  every  one,  who  pofTeffes  the 
will,  may  find  the  pov/er  to  pradlife  this  no- 
bleft  virtue, — this  moftellentialdutyof  man- 
kind. 

The    various     a6lions    and    purfuits     of 
mortal  men,    difcordant  as  they  may  feem 
to    the  incurious    mind,    are    direded    by 
the   hand   of    providence    to    the    gener     a 
good. 

In  the  imitation,  therefore,  of  thiscondu(5t 
of  the  almighty  will  confift  the  height  of 
human  happinefs ;  as  furely,  as  happinefs 
may  be  expeded  to  become  our  portion, 
when  our  hearts  are  found  confenting  with 
his  will. 

The  relations  of  life  indeed  are  numerous, 

but 
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but  the  common  bond  is  one :  that  bond  is 
focial  love. 

On  earth/ this  joins  the  hearts  of  the  mar- 
ried pair  in  fofteft  fympathy  of  affedions ; 
unites  the  mafter  to  his  fervant,  the  parent 
to  his  child. 

In  heaven,  it  forms  that  facred  bond, 
which  fliall  hereafter  join  the  angel  and 
archangel,  in  blefled  communion  with  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord. 

Renounce,  therefore,  O  chriflian,  what- 
ever be  thy  rank  or  ftation,  all  attachment 
to  thofe  unworthy  pleafures,  to  thofe  un- 
worthy cares,  which  would  allure  thee  from 
a  confcientious  difcharge  of  the  functions  of 
thy  proper  calling  ;  and  be  ftudious  to  em- 
ploy each  important  hour,  in  the  exercife  of 
thofe  generous,  thofe  manly  virtues,  which 
are  at  once  thy  duty  and  thy  great  reward. 

The  ftreams  of  difmterefted  benevolence, 
poured  forth  on  all  around  thee,  fliall  fwell 
at  length  the  tide  of  private  happinefs.  And 
the  bread,  which  thou  hail  caft  on  many 
waters,  fhall,  at  the  appointed  time,  with 
vaft  increafe  return  to  thee  again. 

Now 
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Now  to  the  King  eternal,  immortal, 
invifible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour, 
and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


PROVERBS 
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11.  * 

PROVERBS    III.  17. 

^'  HER  WAYS  ARE  WAYS  OF  PLEASANT- 
NESS, AND  ALL  HER  PATHS  ARE 
PEACE."  , 

It  is  a  common  obfervatlon,  that  happi- 
nefs,  though  in  fad:  obtained  by  few,  is 
with  ardor  delired  by  us  all.  The  ways  of 
pleafantnefs,  the  paths  of  peace,  are  ways 
and  paths  in  which  we  would  all  moft  wil- 
lingly proceed  -,  yet  fatal  ignorance,  yet  mif- 
guiding  palTlons,  frequently  feduce  us  from 
them,  and  caufe  us  to  tread  with  pain  the 
avenues  which  lead  to  the  abodes  of  forrow, 
anguiih,  and  defpalr.  To  what  caufe  are 
we  to  impute  this  general  failure  in  the 
grand  purfuit  of  human  kind  ?  Whence  is 
it,  that,  in  every  fubordinate  art,  the  labours 
of  men  are  crowned  with  fuccefs,  while  they 
deplore  with  fighs    a   conftant   difappoint- 

ment 

[  *  This  and  the  following  fermons    are  now  firft 
publiflied  from  the  original  manufcripts.  ] 


(       28       ) 

ment  in  the  mofl  important  art  of  all,  the 
art  of  attaining  to  an  happy  life  ? 

The  huftandman  (liall  break  the  clod,  and 
harrow  in  the  feed  with  fkill ;  and  ripening 
funs  fhall  fpread  the  golden  harveft  to  his 
view  :  art  fhall  lend  her  aid,  and  mould 
the  fruits  of  that  hacveft  into  bread  :  and  the 
end  of  all  his  toil,  and  of  all  his  fkill  fhall 
be,  that  he  fhall  cat  that  bread  with  difcon- 
tent  and  forrow.  That  care  and  diligence 
with  which  he  feeks  to  fill  his  barns  with 
plenty,  fhall  themfelves  become- the  fources 
of  his  difquietude  :  the  anxieties  of  an  ava- 
ricious fpirit,  fhall  embitter  his  declining 
years,  and  forbid  him  to  enjoy  in  age,  that 
affluence  and  eafe,  for  which  he  toiled  fo 
ailiduouily  in  youth.  Envyfliall  point  at  the 
fpacious,  at  the  fertile  fields  of  his  more 
fuccefsful  neighbour ;  and,  flung  with  vex- 
ation at  the  profped",  he  fhall  pine  in  fecret, 
when  he  beholds  the  habitation  of  another 
the  feat  of  greater  plenty ;  although,  at  the 
fame  time,  heaven,  with  unfparing  hand, 
pours  forth  fome  of  its  choicell  bleffings 
upon  his  own. 

Nor  is  it  only  with  refpedt  to  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  that  we  have  occafion  to  mourn 

the 
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the  fad  event  of  all  our  labours.  Let  us 
cad  our  eyes  on  thofe  who  go  down  to  the 
fea  in  fliips,  and  occupy  their  bufmefs  in 
great  waters.  Succefs  fliall  attend  upon  every 
exertion  of  their  ilcill  :  the  wealth  of  either 
India  {hall  invite  them  to  its  iliores ;  the 
winds,  obedient  to  their  call,  fhall  fill  their 
fails ;  they  fhall  go,  and  fhall  return  in 
fafety ;  and  afBuence,  beyond  their  utmofl 
expedation,  fhall  feem  to  reward  their  toils ; 
yet  clouds  and  darknefs,  florms  and  tem- 
pefts,  fhall  await  them  at  the  furthefl  bounds 
of  this  delightful  profpedl.  That  happy 
fkill  which  was  fufhcient  to  lead  them  amidfl 
furrounding  fands  and  flioals  to  every  port, 
at  lafl  fhall  fail  them  :  and  even  thefe  fliall 
own,  that  the  utmoft  efforts  of  their  art 
have  proved  infufficient  to  condu<fl  them  to 
the  haven  of  happinefs,  that  haven  where 
we  all  would  be. 

If,  to  avoid  the  fhame  of  a  mifdireded 
purfuit,  and  the  regret  of  unavailing  labour, 
we  apply  for  counfel  to  the  moralifl,  or  the 
preacher ;  they  too  fliall  feem  to  be  in  league 
againfi:  us,  and  to  confpire  in  mocking  our 
^  inquiries  in  the  fearch  after  earthly  happi- 
nefs.    The    moralifl,    even    he   in   whofe 

we 
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maxims  we  might  exped  to  hear  the  boafl 
of  human  wifdom,  and  in  whofe  condud 
we  might  exped  to  fee  the  perfedlion  of 
human  virtue,  even  he  fhall  tell  us,  that  a 
ftern  infenfibility  to  every  objed  of  our  de- 
fires,  is  the  only  expedient  that  can  enfure 
our  peace.  And  the  preacher,*  even  he 
whom  we  have  heard,  but  now  pronounc- 
ing fo  complete  a  panegyric  on  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  a  religious  life,  even  he  fliall  main- 
tain, that  there  is  no  profit  beneath  the  fun, 
that  wifdom,  riches,  and  honours,  are  alike 
vanity,  and  that  vexation  of  fpirit  is  the 
common  attendant  on  them  all.  -f- 

How  are  we  to  reconcile  declarations  of 
the  philofopher  fo  repugnant  to  our  feel- 
ings, or  account  for  the  language  of  Solo- 
mon, fo  expreflive  of  difcontent;  fo  con- 
trary to  thofe  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  the 
almighty,  which,  from  the  general  tenor  of 
his  religious  inftrudions,  we  'had  reafon  to 
exped  ?  Shall  we  demonflrate  to  the  ftoic 
the  abfurdity  of  his  maxim,  and  fhow  him 
the  unreafonablenefs  of  fuppofing  that,  while 
the  happinefs  of  all  other  creatures  confifls 
in  the  indulgence  and  gratification  of  their 

feveral 

*  Ecclef.i.  I.     t  Ecclef.  J.  14.  ii.  11.  &c. 
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feveral  inftindls,  the  felicity  of  man  fhould 
be  found  in  a  perpetual  oppofition  to  the 
didtates  of  his  nature  ?  Shall  we,  in  reply  to 
Solomon,  alTert,  that  a  language  which  would 
perfuade  us  totally  to  difregard  the  goods  of 
this  life,  muft  at  the  fame  time  caft  a  gloom 
over  the  mind,  and  damp  that  fpirit,  which 
is  neceffary  to  our  exertions,  in  the  more 
acftive  fcenes  of  piety  and  virtue  ?  Shall  we 
expoftulate  with  him  on  his  apparent  in- 
coniiftency  ?  Shall  we  inquire  of  him  at 
what  period  of  his  life  he  adopted  fo  dif- 
couraging  a  fyftem  ?  While  he  was  yet  young 
he  prayed  for  wifdom,  and  God  gave  him 
an  underilanding  heart.  When  was  it  that 
he  difcovered  fuch  a  gift  to  be  of  no  efti- 
mation  ?  Was  it  when  it  enabled  him  to  dif- 
cern  judgment,  to  defeat  the  unnatural  pre- 
tenfions  of  a  falfe  claimant,  and  to  reftore 
peace  and  comfort  to  the  bofom  of  an  ago- 
nizing mother  ?  Or,  when  he  grew  old, 
took  unto  himfelf  ftrange  women,  and  fuf- 
fered  them  to  turn  his  heart  after  other 
gods.  When  he  had  given  himfelf  not  only 
to  know  wifiom,  but  madnefs  and  folly  alfo.* 
When  he  had  difobeyed  his  own   precepts, 

had 

*  Ecckf.  i.  17, 
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had  finned  againft  knowledge,  and  wronged 
his  own  foul  ;"*  well  might  he  be  induced 
to  fay,  that  in  much  wifdom  is  much  grief  j 
and  he  "  that  increafeth  knowledge  in- 
creafeth  forrow."'f' 

Becaufe  he  had  prayed  for  an  underftand- 
Ing  heart,  God  gave  him  alfo  riches  and 
honour. J  When  was  it  he  found  reafon  to 
be  diifatisfied  with  his  abundance  ?  Was  it 
while  he  was  employing  it  in  building  a 
temple  to  the  Lord  Jehovah,  or,  when  he 
was  raifmg  high  places  to  the  idols  of  Moab 
and  of  Ammon  ? 

When  Solomon  had  dlfregarded  the  coun- 

fel  of  wifdom ;   when   he  had   abufed  the 

gifts  of  riches  and   honour,    then  did  they 

turn   to  his  difquiet ;  then  did  they  appear 

to  be  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.    Yet  God, 

the  giver  of  all,  rejoiceth  in  the  happincfs  of 

man,  and,  to  an  attentive  reader,  the  hiftory 

of  Solomon,  and  the  caufes  of  his  difcontent, 

will  afford  a  leflbn  no  lefs  inftrudtive,  than 

the  wifdom  of  his  maxims,  or  the  piety  of 

his  religious  exhortations. 

If 

*  Prov.  vlii.  36.  f  Ecclsf.  i.  18. 

X  I  Kings  jii.  9--13. 
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1£  then  we  mike  a  candid  appeal  to  the 
nature  and  condition  of  our  being,  I  trull:, 
it  will  appear,  that  life  is  not  that  rugged 
and  barren  wildernefs,  in  which  wc  meet 
only  with  thorns  to  torment,  and  mazes  to 
bewilder  j  but  that  the  path  is  open,  and  a 
guide  ready,  to  whofe  diredions  we  may 
fecurely  truft ;  and  without  renouncing  one 
folid  fatisfadion,  without  declining  one 
honourable,  and  interefling  purfuit,  maybe 
enabled  to  acknowledge  at  the  clofe  of  our 
journey,  that  the  ways  in  which  (lie  has  led 
us,  have  been  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  that 
all  her  paths  have  been  the  paths  of  peace  ? 

We  feek,  and  obtain  not,  becaufe  we  feek 
amifs :  we  miftake  too  frequently  the  means 
for  the  end;  we  attach  ourfelves  to  the  goods 
of  life  as  our  final  objed,  when  theyfliould 
be  ufed  only  as  means  to  facilitate  our  im- 
provement in  piety  and  benevolence.  If 
we  form  a  falfe  eflimate  of  that  happinefs 
which  our  maker  defigned  for  us ;  if  we 
look  for  it  in  circumflances  and  fituations, 
where  it  would  be  to  the  difhonour  of  God 
for  true  enjoyment,  for  laftlng  happinefs 
to  be  found;    well  may  we  have  reafon  to 

II,  D  lament. 
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lament,   that  our  wifLes  have  been  fuccefs- 
lefs,  and  our  labour  vain. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  this  difcourfe, 
therefore,  I  will  endeavour,  firft,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  nature  of  that  religion  which  the 
almighty,  in  his  mercy,  intended  to  be  the 
guide  of  man :  and,  fecondly,  to  point 
out  fome  of  the  mofl  beneficial  effects  of 
this  gift  of  God  upon  every  fcene  of  focial 
life. 

Religion  is  commonly  divided  by  us  chrif- 
tians,  into  the  reli^s^ion  of  reafon,  and  the 
religion  of  the  gofpel :  but  they  are  equally 
the  voice  of  God,  and  evidences  of  his  good 
will  to  man. 

By  the  affi fiance  of  our  natural  powers, 
we  may  trace  out  that  goodnefs  and  loving 
kindnefs  of  the  almighty  king,  which  beam 
forth  with  a  brighter  luftre  to  a  rational 
mind,  than  even  that  power  and  majefty 
which  furround  his  eternal  throne.  From 
hence  arife  thofe  pious  aifedlions  of  gratitude 
and  love,  and  that  upright  condudt  which 
our  reafon  informs  us,  mud  neceflarily  be 
the  duty  of  man  -,  this  is  true  religion,  the 

religion  of  the  heart. 
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The  religion  of  the  gofpel  confirms  thofc 
truths  which  our  natural  powers  enable  us 
to  perceive, — affords  us  additional  motives 
for  our  pious  affedions,  and  for  our  reli- 
gious performance  of  thofe  duties,  which 
had  been  fuggefted  by  reafon,  that  nobleit 
faculty  of  the  human  mind. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  therefore,  I  would 
define  to  be  true  religion,  unaffifted  by  any 
extraordinary  revelation,  more  particularly 
as  not  partaking  of  the  benefits  arifing  from 
that  fuperior  light,  and  important  informa- 
tion, which  the  almighty  hath  afforded  us 
in  the  gofpel  of  his   fon. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  firfl,  calls  upon 
us  to  look  round  upon  the  face  of  that  earth, 
which  is  our  prefent  habitation  j  fhe  points 
to  the  wonderful  care  of  nature,  in  the 
formation  of  every  plant  and  flower  which 
diverfifies  its  furface  ;  fhe  fuggefts  to  us  the 
contemplation  of  the  fiill  more  numerous 
ufes  for  which  each  plant  and  flower  fprings 
up,  and  withers,  and  decays ;  how  each 
contributes  to  the  being  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  innumerable  fpecies  of  livino^ 
creatures,    with   which    every   element    is 
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filled ;  how  each,  and  all,  conduce  to  the 
fatisfadtion  of  nature's  faireft  produce,  the 
rational  mind  :  and,  finally,  leads  us  to  con- 
clude, that  thefe  infinitely  varied  objeds  of 
fight,  of  fmell,  of  touch,  are  not  the  efi:ed:s  of 
wayward  chance,  but  owe  their  origin  to  one, 
almighty,  ever-living  God,  who  firft  formed 
them  from  nothing  by  his  creative  voice, 
and  now  fupports  them  in  exifience  by  the 
word  of  his  power ;  that,  though  numerous 
as  the  fands  of  the  fliore,  they  are  all  the 
produce  of  one  mighty  being,  of  one  ever- 
lafi:ing  parent  of  all  good. 

The  religion  of  reafon  alfo  calls  upon  us 
to  obferve  the  methods  of  God's  providence, 
the  nature  of  that  adminiilration  with  which 
he  rules  among  the  fons  of  men.  And  here, 
Vvhen  we  behold  that  "  the  race  is  not  always 
to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  fi:rong;" 
that  the  wicked  are  often  profperous  in  their 
wickednefs,  while  the  virtuous  mourn  be- 
neath the  weight  of  their  afiiidion,  the  care- 
lefs  obferver  is  but  too  ready  to  conclude, 
that  one  event  will  happen  to  all  ;  and  that 
wifdom  in  the  formation  of  a  plan,  or  firm- 
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nefs  in  the  execution,  is  in  vain  fought  for 
in   the  counfels  of  heaven. 

Vain,  inconfiderate  objedlor !  reflect  a 
moment  on  t'ne  nature  of  virtue,  en  the 
nature  of  man.  To  generate  thofe  difpo- 
fitJonSj  to  call  forth  thofe  powers  w^ith 
v^hich,  by  nature's  wifefl:,  mod  indiffo- 
luble  law,  true  happinefs  can  only  be  com- 
bined, is  the  greatefi:  effort  of  goodnefs, 
the  noblell  fcheme  of  wifdom.  Were  un- 
interrupted enjoyment  connected  with  every 
obje'fi:  of  fenfe,  where  then  fhould  we  fin4 
that  enduring  patience,  that  meek  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  heaven  which  fubdues 
thofe  fiercer  paiTions  of  our  frame,  from 
whence  diforder  and  mifery  would  arife  in 
the  bofom  even  of  paradife  itfelf  ?  Where 
then  would  be  our  field  for  the  exertion  of 
humanity  in  the  dlflreffes  of  our  neighbour  ? 
It  is  the  fenfe  of  our  mutual  weaknefs  which 
powerfully  contributes  to  endear  us  to  each 
other  ^  were  there  no  troubles,  therefore,  in 
this  mortal  courfe,  where  would  be  the  joys 
of  friendship  ;  thofe  facred  joys  which  bind 
together  the  hearts  of  men  in  confidence  and 
fecial  love. 
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By  the  evils  of  humanity  we  are  indeed 
diftrefTed  :  to  be  without  thofe  evils,  before 
the  virtues  are  Implanted,  would  diftrefs  us 
more.  Pride  and  envy,  and  that  greatefl  of 
all  misfortunes,  an  unfeeling  heart,  would 
be  the  natural  produce  of  a  ftatc  from  whence 
every  kind  of  fuffering,  which  we  call  evil, 
was  excluded.  If  it  be  true,  as  unqueftion- 
ably  it  is,  that  the  focial  feelings  render  us 
fufceptible  of  the  fublimeft  pleafures,  it  is 
the  goodnefs,  not  the  vengeance  of  the  al- 
mighty, which  has  placed  us  during  this 
dawn  of  our  exiftence,  in  a  ftate  which 
affords  the  moft  likely  means  for  their  pro- 
dudion  and  happy  growth.  If  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  human  mind  coniift  in  adion  ; 
thanks  to  that  indulgent  heaven  which  has 
made  it  neceffary  for  man  to  labour,  before 
he  can  obtain  the  means  of  his  fubfiftence  ! 
If  focial  joys  be  indeed  defirable,  as  moft 
defirable  they  are ;  praifed  be  that  wifdom 
which,  in  our  firft  formation,  faw  "  it  was 
not  good  for  man  to  be  alone"  !  If  the  per- 
forming and  receiving  offices  of  mutual  kind- 
nefs  be  one  of  the  fweeteft,  one  of  the  no- 
bleft  fources  of  our  fatisfadion  3  glorified  be 
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that  goodnefs  which  mutually  fubjeded  my 
neighbour  and  myfelf  to  diftrefs  and  trouble, 
as,  by  thefe  means,  in  our  turn,  we  feel  the 
pleafure  of  receiving  beneiits,  and  the  flill 
greater  pleafure  of  conferring  them  !  If,  as 
we  are  taught  by  the  voice  of  reafon,  the 
future  ftate,  the  heaven  of  man,  will  be  a 
Hate  wherein,  unmolefted  by  pain  and  trouble, 
we  are  to  derive  our  happinefs  from  the 
virtues  here  implanted  in  our  hearts ;  let 
us  acknov/ledge  and  venerate  the  fitnefs  of 
that  difpenfation,  which,  for  a  time,  or- 
dains us  to  bear  our  own,  and  each  other's 
burthens  in  this  mixed  mortal  fcene,  in  or- 
der to  render  us  capable  of  enjoying  our 
own,  and  each  others  happinefs,  in  a  flate 
which  is  immortal,  and  where  pain  fhall  be 
no  more. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  laftly,  calls  upon 
us,  from  the  knowledge  of  our  maker, 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  providence,  to 
deduce  the  ilill  more  important  knowledge 
of  our  duty.  And  here  alfo,  if  the  vehe- 
mence of  paffion  would  permit  to  us  the 
free  and  unmoleded  exercife  of  our  reafon, 
the  voice  of  religion  might  be  plainly  heard  : 
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like  a  trumpet's  found,  it  would  go  forth  to 
every  nation  under  heaven,  and,  amidft  the 
almoit  infinite  variety  of  human    laws  and 
culloms,  would  uniformly   fpeak   the  fame 
language  unto  all, — it  would  inform  us,  that 
we  are  all  the  children  of  one  common  fa- 
ther.    We  fhall,  therefore,   all  perfonr!  our 
duty,  and,  in  confequence,  /hall  all  be  hap- 
py, if  we  do  our  father's  will.    Noi  hath  he 
left  himfelf  in  this  inflance  without  witnefs  ; 
nor  involved  in  myflerious  doubts  anduncer- 
taintv  the  nature  of  thofe  adions  which  he 
wills  us  to  perform.     He  hath  fet  us  an  ex- 
ample in  that  goodnefs  which  caufeth   the 
fun  to  rife,  which  fendeth  us  rain  and  fruit- 
ful feafons,  and  which  filleth  our  hearts  with 
joy  and    gladnefs.     If   then  the  author  of 
all    being,    the  fountain  of  all  blifs,   per- 
petually exert  his  power  in  the  produdiou 
of  good,    we  may  reft  affured,  that  it  is  our 
duty,   according  to  our  feveral  capacities,  to 
imitate   the  God  of  nature,  and  to  do   like- 
wife.     The  great  end  of  true  religion   is  to 
purify  human  nature,   and  to  affim.ilate  it  to 
the  divine.     If,   as    we    grow  in   wifdom, 
we   improve  in  virtue  -,    if,  as   riches   in- 
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creafe,  our  gratitude  to  God  become  more 
fervent,  and  our  beneficence  to  our  neigh- 
bour more  extenfive  ;  if  the  means  of  focial 
intercourfe  humanize  our  hearts,  and  meli- 
orate our  affedions  ;  if,  in  our  refpe6tive 
fpheres  of  action,  we  fincerely  endeavour  to 
co-operate  v^^ith  the  almighty  in  his  darling 
works  of  mercy  and  of  love  -,  we  may  be 
confident  that,  in  due  time,  we  fhall  be 
partakers  of  his  joy.  To  acquire,  there- 
fore, the  pofieffion  of  fuch  a  principle  as 
teaches  us  to  look  upon  all  men,  however 
diftinguilhed  by  climate,  language,  fe6l,  or 
party,  as  the  children  of  one  indulgent 
parent,  and  induces  us,  in  every  word  and 
^Oiion,  to  regard  their  interefis  with  a 
brother's  love,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
all  human  duty.  Do  this  and  thou  fhalt 
live.  Ceafe  then,  O  philofopher  !  from  thy 
laborious  fearch  ^  the  greateft  good  of  man, 
is  found ;  he  no  longer  fhall  complain  of 
-  perpetual  difappointment,  for  mofl  afiuredly 
the  man,  whofe  primary  aim  and  conflant 
endeavour  is  to  make  others  _happy,  /hall 
himfelf  be  happy, 
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*«  But  when,  and  where  fhall  he  be 
happy  ?"  the  voice  of  doubt  again  exclaims. 
*«  Do  we  not  fee  him  growing  up  like  a 
flower,  and,  like  a  flower  withering  beneath 
the  blaft  of  heaven,  gradually  decay  -,  until, 
at  length,  with  an  intire  privation  of  thought 
and  confcioufnefs,  he  drops  into  the  tomb  ? 
Where  then  is  the  boaft  of  reafon,  the  ex- 
pected reward  of  doing  well,  the  continual 
feaft  of  confcience,  the  everlafling  fruits  of 
virtue  ?'* 

In  a  word,  we  anfwer.  **  Reafon  leads  us, 
from  the  knowledge  of  our  creator,  to  hope 
for  an  hereafters  but  the  gofpel  confirms  that 
hope  beyond  the  poflibility  of  difappointment. 
The  evidence  of  a  man,  who  was  himfelf 
raifed  from  the  dead,  in  proof  of  a  dodrine 
v/hofe  primary  aim  is  to  aflure  us  of  our  re- 
furredlion,  is  incontefliible,  and  carries  with 
it  irreflftible  perfuafion  to  every  attentive 
mind.  The  moral  perfed:ions  of  the  foul, 
the  virtues  of  the  rational  mind,  touched 
by  the  rude  hand  of  death,  may  perhaps,  like 
the  flower  of  the  evening,  clofe  for  a  time 
their  yet  imperfect  forms ;  but  the  gloomy 
night,  and  darknefs  of  the  grave  fhall 
quickly   pafs,    the  morning   of  the  refur- 
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redion  fhall  arrive  ;  they  fliall  then  expand 
their  fragrant  blolToms  beneath  the  influence 
of  brighter  funs,  and  flourifhin  the  poffefTion 
of  an  eternal  dav." 

Such  appears  to  be  the  religion  of  nature, 
and  the  gofpel.  We  will  now  proceed,  as 
we  propofed  at  firfl,  to  trace  its  beneficial 
effedls  upon  every  fcene  of  focial  life. 

Religion,  confifling  in  the  proper  culture 
of  the  affedions  of  the  mind,  refpeding  God 
and  man,  muft,  by  its  very  nature,  be  ef- 
fential  to  that  happinefs,  which  God,  the 
maker  of  man,  hath  intended  for  his  creatures. 
He  it  is  who  hath  placed  us  in  the  feveral 
relations  of  father,  brother,  friend.  The 
pleafures  which  fpring  from  the  performance 
of  the  correfpondent  duties,  are  ordained  by 
him,  from  whom  every  capacity  of  happi- 
nefs is  derived.  A  perpetual  attention, 
therefore,  to  the  almighty's  will  ;  a  fettled 
determination  in  our  fouls  to  refign  our  ways 
to  his  all-direding  providence,  mufl  be 
mod  likely  to  produce  the  fruits  of  peace 
on  earth  ;  mod  likely  to  infpire  us  with 
good-will  towards  men. 

The  fad:  is  anfwerable  to  what  reafon 
would  lead  us  to  exped.     Look  round  upon 
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the  world,  and  you  will  always  find,  that 
he  whofe  foul  is  thoroughly  informed  with 
the  principle  of  manly  piety,  is  juft-  and 
honourable  in  all  his  adions;  that  he  will 
beflpeform  the  duty  of  a  father  to  his  chil- 
dren, whofe  heart  is  penetrated  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  his  own  dependence  on  his  father 
who  is  in  heaven, — who,  confcious  of  the 
bleffings  every  moment  conferred  upon  him- 
felf,  will  feek  to  communicate  the  means 
of  happinefs  to  thofe,  who  are  formed  by 
the  almighty  to  be,  for  a  tim.e,  dependent 
on  his  bounty. 

It  is  a  confideration  of  a  fimilar  kind  which 
expands  our  affecflions  beyond  the  limits 
of  domeflic  duty,  when,  confcious  of  our 
obligations  to  that  community  from  which 
we  receive,  as  members,  the  fruits  of  a  pa- 
rental love,  we  regard  that  community  with 
a  filial  reverence.  In  vain  fliall  we  expedt 
to  meet  with  an  heart  truly  animated  with 
zeal  for  its  country's  caufe,  in  a  breail;  which 
is  delHtute  of  piety  to  God.  Let  hiftory  un- 
fold her  inilrudive  page ;  her  records  will 
cflablifli  the  truth  of  this  great,  this  impor- 
tant maxim, — that  there  is  no  reliance  upon 
that  ileady  perfevering   virtue  which   true 

patriotifm 


(    45    ) 

patriotlfm  requires,  where  the  principles  of 
religion  and  of  public  fpirit  are  not  infepa- 
rably  united. 

The  defire  of  being  ferviceable  to  our 
country  is  indeed  the  moil:  exalted  paffion 
that  can  animate  the  bofom  of  a  citizen. 
And  although  few  are  called  to  fit  in  the 
great  afiembly  of  the  nation,  or  to  dired: 
thofe  counfels  upon  which  the  interefts  of 
the  public  more  immediately  depend ;  yet 
every  man,  however  humble  his  ftation, 
may  find  opportunities  of  fhowing  his  filial 
afFed;ion,  and  public  fpirit :  every  man  may 
prove  himfelf  worthy,  in  thefe  refpedls,  to  be 
elleemed  a  valuable  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  uniting  with  the  exercife  of  his 
private  duties,  thofe  inftances  of  felf- denial, 
fidelity,  and  aiFedlionate  exertion,  which  are 
the  efFetl  of  that  pure  and  tranfporting  fen- 
timent,  the  love  of  our  country. 

But  it  is  chiefly  in  the  more  private  walks 
of  focial  life  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
more  conflant  operation  of  the  religious 
principle.  There,  every  day  and  every  hour 
prefents  us  with  occafions  to  interefl  the 
humanity  of  others,  and  opportunities    to 
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cxcrcife  our  own.  When  outward  troubles 
are  ready  to  overwhelm  us  -,  when  adverlity 
approaches  -,  when  we  look  round,  and 
tremble  left  a  friend  be  no  where  found ; 
from  whom  are  we  moft  likely  to  meet  with 
fuccour  and  fupport  ?  In  fuch  diftrefs,  wc 
do  not  flee  to  him  whofe  foul,  attached  to 
fordid  cares,  in  every  thought  regarding  felf 
alone,  acknowledges  no  other  fountain  of 
his  blifs,  no  other  partner  of  his  joy :  in 
fuch  diftrefs,  we  do  not  flee  to  him  whofe 
heart,  devoted  to  the  blandifhments  of  plea- 
fure,  is  equally  a  flranger  to  the  focial  feel- 
ings ;  but  to  him  who,  in  whatever  degree 
he  enjoys  the  bleflings  of  heaven,  confiders 
himfelf  as  the  difpenfer  of  them  to  his 
brethren  ;  who,  knowing,  and  with  grate- 
ful heart  acknov/ledglng,  that  he  hath 
nothing  which  he  hath  not  received,  fhews 
his  dependence  upon  the  almighty  giver  of 
all  good  by  imitating  his  bounty,  and  evi- 
dences his  gratitude  to  his  heavenly  father, 
by  making  happy  thofe  who  are  created  in 
that  father's  likenefs. 

Let  us  reprefcnt  to  ourfelves  a  fcene,  for 
many  fuch  there  are,  where  poverty  and 
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pain,  and  fad  dlfeafe,  combine  their  utmoft 
force  to  fink  the  fufferer  in  all  the  depths  of 
woe ;  let  us  further  add  the  undeferved  lofs 
of  reputation  -,  and,  to  complete  the  horrors 
of  his  flate,  let  us  fuppofethe  fubje(5l  of  our 
contemplation  has  a  fpirit  which  can  feel 
that  lofs.  To  the  aftonifhment  of  the  be- 
holders, he  fhall  fupport  himfelf  in  the  midll 
of  this  complicated  diftrefs ;  nay,  he  fhall 
rife  nobly  fuperlor  to  all  thefe  evils:  but 
whence  ?  His  eye  is  fixed  upon  that  crown 
of  glory  which  religion  appears  to  hold  out 
to  him  from  the  fkies  j  his  thoughts  are  in- 
tent upon  the  recompenfe  of  reward,  being 
ftedfaft  in  the  perfuafion,  *'  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principali- 
ties, nor  powers,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  fhall  be  able  to 
feparate  him  from  the  love  of  God  in 
Chrifl."* 

Nor  can  we  be  infenfible  of  the  confola- 
tions  of  religion  in  the  diflrefsful  fituation 
of  an  heart  wounded  with  the  lofs  of  dear 
andjuftly  valued  friends.  In  vain  wefeek  the 
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fcenes  of  folitude  and  retirement  -,  It  is  in 
the  fcenes  of  folitude  and  retirement,  that 
we  recollect  thofe  graceful  adions,  that 
pleafing  converfe,  the  lofs  of  which  we  then 
the  mofl  deplore :  thus  refledion  adds  to 
the  forrow  of  our  ftate.  Vain  alfo  the 
attempt,  by  plunging  in  bufinefs  or  diffipa- 
tion,  to  lliake  off  the  oppreffive  load  which 
bows  our  foul.  Religion  here  appears  the 
Ible  refource;  fhe  gently  pours  her  lenient 
balm  into  the  afBided  bofom  ;  fhe  points  to 
the  radiant  fphere  of  heaven,  to  the  future 
habitation  of  the  blefTed,  to  a  ftate  where 
every  focial  fatisfadion  which  our  connedion 
with  this  world  hath  afforded,  fhall  be  re- 
ftored,  with  the  addition  of  others  without 
meafure,  and  over  which,  deflroying  time 
Ihall  in  vain  exert  its  power. 

One  fcene  yet  remains  to  be  defcribed  ; 
the  favourite  fcene  of  virtue,  the  fcene  of 
death.  When  the  man,  fupported  by  the 
recollcdion  of  many  glorious  and  fuccefsful 
combats  in  the  caufe  of  virtue,  looks  upon 
the  forrows  of  furrounding  friends,  with 
pity  and  compaffion, — upon  the  pangs  of  na- 
ture in  his  diiTolution,  without  a  figh.    The 

fenfations 
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fenfations  of  the  truly  religious  at  that  awful 
hour,  imagination  can  with  difficulty  paint ; 
they  are  fuch  as  we  in  vain  fliall  endeavour 
to  defcribe.  But  let  it  not  be  our  endeavour 
rightly  to  conceive,  let  it  not  be  our  endea- 
vour juftly  to  defcribe  the  joys  of  the  virtuous 
believer  at  his  departing  hour,  let  us  rather 
labour  that  we  may  deferve  to  feel  them. 

The  beneficial  efficacy  of  religion,  in 
controlling  that  felfiili  principle,  to  which 
all  the  diiorders  of  human  life  are  to  be  re- 
ferred, is  fo  apparent,  that  the  worftof  men 
have  frequently  been  induced  to  affiume  the 
appearance  of  it,  though  their  hearts  are 
Grangers  to  its  real  power  and  pradice. 
Hypocrify,  therefore,  itfelf  bears  teflimony 
to  our  caufe  :  it  fuppofes  that  there  is  fome- 
thing  in  the  form  and  compofition  of  true 
religion,  which  renders  it  advantageous,  and 
pleafing  to  man. 

The  importance  of  religion  to  dependent 
creatures  is  a  truth  fo  firmly  founded,  that 
the  human  heart,  with  unbidden  venera- 
tion, bov/s  down  before  it.  From  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  its  importance,  grafted  on  a 
proud  or  timid  fpirit,    is  derived  the  ex- 

II.  E  iflence 
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iftcnce  of  tbofe  horrid  forms  of  fliperfLitioii 
and  enthuiiafm  which,  by  turns,  have  pof- 
felTed,  and  laid  wafte  the  world. 

But  it  is  in  vain,  thou  faireft  gift  of  God  to 
man  !  that  either  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm 
would  attempt  to  affume  thy  benignant  af- 
pedt,  and  ufurp  thy  peaceful  honours.  The 
baneful  influence  of  both,  on  every  fcene  of 
fociallife,  betrays  their  counterfeited  charms, 
and  points  them  out  to  the  difcerning  eye 
as  the  offspring  of  the  enemy  of  God  and 
man.  The  countenance  of  true  religion  is 
ever  placid  and  ferene  :  her  hand  pours  forth 
the  choiceft  bleffings  of  the  almighty  ;  her 
fecret  influence  infpires  our  fouls  with  pa- 
tience, faith,  and  holy  hope;  and,  to  fum 
up  all,  upon  her  graceful  brow,  fhe  wears 
this  everlafl:ing  motto,  "  My  ways  are  ways 
of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  my  paths  are  peace." 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlafting 
God,  be  afcribed  all  might,  power,  majefly, 
and  dominion,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord ! 


Ill, 
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IIL 

PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
CAMBRIDGE,  MARCH  28,  1773.  AND  AT 
THE  VISITATION  OF  THE  ARCHDEA- 
CON OF  SUFFOLK,  SEPTEMBER  25.  THE 
SAME   YEAR. 

"'■       I       III II  iiiiijrirwwif,niiii 


MATT.     V.  16. 

**  LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SO  SHINE  BEFORE 
MEN,  THAT  THEY  MAY  SEE  YOUR  GOOD 
WORKS,  AND  GLORIFY  YOUR  FATHER 
WHICH    IS    IN    HEAVEN," 

The  only  expreffion  in  my  text,  which 
has  the  leaft  appearance  of  difficulty,  is  con- 
tained in  its  concluding  claufe.  We  may 
fee  and  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  a  pre- 
cept, injoining  us  to  difplay  our  religious 
attainments,  and  our  moral  virtues  in  the 
fight  of  mxen  -,  but  y^t  may  be  at  a  lofs  to 
determine,  in  what  manner  our  heavenly  fa- 
ther will  be  glorified  by  fuch  a  condudl. 

The  genuine  fenfe  of  this  pallage  will, 
E  2  however. 


however,  foon  difclofe  itfelf  upon  a  proper 
attention  to  the  difcriminating  charadter  of 
the  chriflian  difpenfation,  and  a  jufl:  compa- 
rifon  of  the  words  in  queftion  with  fimilar 
modes  of  fpeech  in  holy  writ. 

The  expectations  of  a  temporal  meffiah 
among  the  jews,  and  the  depraved  flate  of 
mind  induced  into  the  gentile  world,  by 
the  cultivation  of  a  falfe  philofophy,  had  fo 
far  blinded  the  underflandings,  and  de- 
bauched the  morals  of  that  race  of  men,  to 
whom  the  relio;ion  of  the  o^ofnel  was  re- 
vealed,  that  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  without  the  aid  of  prophetical  illu- 
mination, that  its  true  and  holy  dodtrines 
would  be,  in  a  manner,  univerfally  reje(5led; 
and  its  preachers  expofed  to  every  form  of 
perfecution,  and  diftrefs. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved  that  the  religion 
contained  in  this  lafl:  beft  gift  of  the  al- 
mighty, was  altogether  of  an  heavenly 
temper.  A  religion,  which,  though  fa- 
vourable to  principles  of  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, yet  looked  with  equal  indifference 
upon  every  form  of  civil  power,  then  efta- 
bliflied  in  the  world;  a  religion,  fricndl) 
indeed  to  every  infiitution  which  is  cah  j- 
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lated  to  promote  the  temporal  happinefs  of 
man  -,  but  primarily  intended  to  inform  the 
minds  of  individuals  with  thofe  pious  and 
benevolent  afFeftions,  which  prepare  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  more  fubflantial  gratifica- 
tions in  a  better  ftate. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  we  may  eafily 
colled:  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  creator, 
that  this  religion,  though,  at  firft,  it  was 
to  be  fupported  by  plain  and  evident  tokens 
of  the  divine  interpofition  in  its  favour, 
fhould  afterwards  extend  itfelf  by  the  innate 
force  of  its  own  intrinfic  excellence,  and 
by  the  full  difplay  of  thofe  moral  beauties, 
which,  however  counteraded  in  their  ope- 
ration, for  a  time,  by  oppofing  violence, 
and  other  obftrudions  of  a  temporary  na- 
ture, v/ould  at  length  be  found  to  exert  an 
irrefiftible  influence  over  the  human  mind. 

It  feems,  therefore,  that  the  author  of  our 
religion,  in  this  place,  exhorts  his  followers 
to  endeavour  to  diffufe  the  knov/ledge  of  the 
gofpel,  and  to  extend  its  influence,  by  an 
experimental  difplay  of  its  reforming  power 
upon  themfelves.     A  manly,  noble,  gene- 

E  3  rous 
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rous  method  of  proceeding !  which,  had  it 
been  fliridly  conformed  to  in  every  fucceed- 
ing  generation,  would,  before  th;s  period, 
have  rendered  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  the 
religion  of  the  world. 

This  expofition  is  confirmed  by  the  par- 
ticular import  of  the  words,  when  com- 
pared with  fimilar  expreflions  in  the  facred 


writings. 


When  Jefus  exhorts  his  hearers  to  ac- 
knowledge the  jufiice  of  his  claims  to  the 
character  of  a  teacher  fent  from  God,  he 
allures  them,  that  whofoever  had  feen  him, 
had  feen  the  father ;  *  that  whofoever  re- 
ceived him,  received  him  that  fent  him.-f* 
From  which  paflages,  as  well  as  many 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  may  with  cer- 
tainty infer,  that  the  feeing,  J  the  receiving, § 

the 

*  John  xlv.  9. 

f  Matt.  X.  40. 

j:  "  If  I  had  not  done  among  them  the  works  which 
none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  finj  but  now 
they  have  both  feen,  and  hated  both  me  and  my  father.'* 
John  XV.  24. 

§  "  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  whomfoever  I  fend,  receiveth  me  :  and  he  that 
receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  fent  me."  John  xiii.  20. 
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the  knowing,*  the  glorifying -f*  of  the  fa- 
ther, in  fcripture-acceptation,  imply  the 
fame,  as  the  acknowledging  the  authority 
of  that  perfon  whom  the  father  fent :  and 
here  denote  an  intire,  unreferved  affent  to 
that  fyftem  of  religion,  which  he  .was  com- 
miffioned  by  the  father  to  reveal. 

Among  the  various  fources  of  affent,  there 
are  none  which  operate  fo  fuccefsfully  as 
thofe,  wherein  we  are  confcious  of  exerting 
the  voluntary  powers  of  the  mind.  Reli- 
gious principles  may  be  the  offspring  of 
terror  ;  may  be  impreffed  by  education  ;  but 
when  they  are  the  produce  of  ferious,  ear- 

E  4  nefl 

*  **  Then  faid  they  unto  him,  where  is  thy  father  ? 
Jefus  anfwered,  ye  neither  know  me,  nor  my  father  ;  if  ye 
had  known  me,  ye  fliould  have  known  my  father  alfo. 
John  viii.  19.  — "  If  ye  had  known  me,  ye  fhould  have 
known  my  father  alfo  :  and  from  henceforth  ye  know 
him,   and   have  (een   him."      John  xiv.  7. 

t  "  And  there  came  a  fear  on  all :  and  they  glorified 
GofJ,  faying,  that  a  great  prophet  is  rifen  up  amono- 
us  ;  and,  that  God  hath  vifited  his  people."  Luke 
vii.  16.  —  *'  Therefore  when  he  was  gone  out,  Jefus 
faid,  now  is  the  fon  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glori- 
fied in  him.  If  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God  fhali  alfo 
glorify  him  in  himfelf,  and  fhall  ftraightway  glorify 
him."     John  xiii.  31  and  32, 
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nefl:,  and  dlfpaffionate  attention,  they  always 
are  found  to  be  more  deeply  infixed  in  the 
recefTes  of  the  foul,  and  to  exert  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  influence  over  the  affections  of  the 
heart. 

It  is  the  defire   of  happinefs  which  calls 
forth  thefe  voluntary  powers,  and  animates 
us  to  inveftigate  that  mode  of  adion  which 
is  moft  likely  to  be  conducive  to  our  intereft. 
And,  therefore,  if  upon   inquiry   it  fliould 
appear  that  the  profelTion  of  a  particular  re- 
ligion is  attended  in  the  perfon  who  acknow- 
ledges its  influence,  by  a  fuperior  quantity 
of  real  enjoyment,  the  defire  of  partaking  of 
that  enjoyment,  will  naturally  induce  us  to 
examine  minutely  into  its  fources,  and,  at 
length,  to  adopt  the  principle,  from  which 
fuch  beneficial  pracftice  flows. 

The  force  of  this  obfervatlon  may  per- 
haps appear  ftill  llronger  by  an  obvious 
analogy. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  a 
certain  didndi  are  obferved  to  enjoy  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  adivity  and  flrength: 
let  us  further  fuppofe,  that  their  minds  are, 
in  a  remarkable  manner,  exempt  from  in- 

^amipg 
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naming  paflions  -,  their  bodies  from  the  in- 
fluence of  difeafe  :  and  laftly,  that  their  days 
are  extended  to  the  utmofl  verge  of  human 
life. 

The    fingularity    of    thefe    appearances 
would  Invite  us  to  attend  to  all  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  cafe  \  and  the  love  of  happi- 
nefs  Implanted  in  our  frame,  would  add  new 
vigour  to  that  curiofity,  which  is  fo  natural 
to  the  mind  of  man.     Perfons   of  all  prin- 
ciples,  fe6ts,   and  parties,  forgetting    their 
mutual  animofities,   would  think  themfelves 
interefled    in    inquiring    into    thofe    fecret 
fprings  and  caufes,  which  produced  fuch  ex- 
traordinary effeds :  and,  upon  the  difcovery 
of  them,  would  be  powerfully  impelled  to 
adopt  thofe  principles,   and  to  imitate   that 
mode  of  conduct,  which,  upon  experiment, 
had  been  found  fo  beneficial  to  our  fpecies  : 
all  other  motives  and  incentives  to  any  courfe 
of  action  muft  be  InefFedlual,  if  thefe  will 
not  fucceed.    We  a6l  in  every  inftance  upon 
the  expedation   of  enjoyment :   and  whea 
we  fail  of  this  our  grand  purfult,   we  err 
through  miflake,  or  ignorance  of  the  means. 
But,  when  the  caufe  and  eiFed  are  vlfibly 

united  -, 
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united  ;  when  we  behold  the  principle  exert- 
in  o-  itfelf  in  the  adlual  produdion  of  a  real 
good,  to  refufe  our  aflent  to  the  principle, 
or  not  to  imitate  the  practice,  would  be 
to  dilbwn  thofe  affedions,  which  operate 
mod  powerfully  in  the  direftion  of  the  will; 

Let  us   now  apply  the  fame   method  of 
reafoning  to  the  cafe  in  queilion. 

If  It  be  obferved,  that  the  perfons  who 
make  proferiion  of  a  particular  religion  are 
more  equitable  in  their  dealings,  more  fm- 
cere  in  their  deportment,  more  friendly  in 
their  mutual  intercourfes,  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  nations  that  furround  them ; 
that  they  are  alfo  diflinguiilied  by  an  induf- 
trious  application  of  their  various  talents  to 
the  duties  of  their  refpedivecalHngs  ;  that 
the  fervent  heart  of  every  citizen  glows  with 
the  ardour  of  dihnterefted  affedion  to  his 
country  :  that  integrity,  honour,  mildnefs, 
and  foft-eyed  compaflion  regulate  their  de- 
meanour in  every  walk  of  private  life  ;  that, 
fteady  in  the  pradice  of  each  fecial  virtue, 
they  tafte  with  tfanfport  the  various  boun- 
ties of  indulgent  providence,  and  offer,  in 
return,   that  tribute,   which  is  moll  pleaf- 
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ing  to  the  almighty,  the  tribute  of  a  grate- 
ful heart.    That  when  the  unavoidable  evils 
of  humanity  afflid  them,    they   turn    their 
thoughts  to  the  fuprenie  difpofer  of  all  events 
with    that    fubmifhve    patience,    with  that 
holy  re(ignation  to  the  will  of  heaven,  which 
teaches  them  to   look   upon   the  things  of 
this  world  with  the  indifference  of  a  gueft, 
who  tarries  but  a  day  :   that,  in  the  hour  of 
their  departure,  they  refign,  with  filial  con- 
fidence, their  fouls  to  that  good  being,  from 
whom  they  received  each  capacity  of  thought 
and  action,  and  lie  down  in  death,  fecure  of 
riling  to  the  pofieffion  of  every  genuine  fatis- 
fa(5lion,  of  every  grateful  enjoyment  w^hich 
the  heart  can   conceive,   or   the  God,    who 
endued  that  heart  with   the  perception  of 
pleafure,    can  beftow — how  weak  and  ineffi- 
cacious is  every  other  argument  in  favour  of 
a    particular    perfuafion,    when    compared 
with  this  !  and,  how  ftrong  a  prefumption 
does  it  afford  us  of  the  truth  of  the  religion 
we  profefs,  that,  inftead  of  founding  her  au- 
thority on  force,    ihe  always  appeals  to  her 
peaceful  triumphs  over  the  difcordant   paf- 
fions,  and  oppofing  vices  of  mankind  ! 

Arrayed 
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Arrayed  in  garments  dipped  in  blood,  ]et 
the  impoflior  go  forth  conquering,  and  to 
conquer,  wherever  the  turkifh  crefcent  av/es 
the  proflrate  nations.  Let  the  ft  ill  more 
tremendous  terrors  of  the  inquifition  guard 
thy  faith,  O  antichriftian  Rome  !  The  re- 
ligion of  the  gofpel  will  ever  be  diftin- 
guiflied  by  her  calm  appeal  unto  the  light 
of  reafon,  and  evidence  her  title  to  our  ft:ri6t 
obedience,  by  her  healthful  operation  on  the 
foul  of  man. 

The  particular  circumftances  of  the  world, 
when  firft  the  religion  of  Jefus  was  unfolded, 
throw  further  light  upon  this  benevolent 
precept  of  the  prince  of  peace. 

We  may  comprife  the  diihculties,  with 
which  the  firft  propagators  of  the  gofpel 
had  to  contend,  in  two  fhort  obfervations. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  the 
jews  would  hold  it  in  abhorrence,  becaufe 
it  tended  to  deprive  them  of  every  flattering 
exped:ation  of  that  temporal  grandeur,  for 
which  they  fondly  wifhed,  and  which  no 
conlideration  of  a  merely  fpiritual  nature 
could  induce  them  to  reflgn. 

And  the  gentiles  would  naturally   be  in- 
clined 
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ciined  to  hold  it  in  abhorrence,  as  it  dire(5lly 
ftruck  at  that  idolatrous  worlhip,  and  im- 
moral conduct,  which  were  countenanced 
by  every  eftablifhed  inflitution,  whether  of 
a  civil  or  a  religious  kind. 

In  fuch  circumflances,  had  its  founders 
endeavoured  to  fupport  it  by  the  flrength  of 
human  power,  its  duration  would,  probably, 
have  terminated  almoft  in  the  moment  of 
its  appearance,  and  even  the  hiftory  of  its 
deft:ru6tion  have  been  to  us  unknown. 

Had  they  endeavoured  to  raife  it  upon  the 
ruins  of  preceding  eftablidiments  by  the  aid 
of  political  contrivance,  it  would  probably, 
in  the  common   courfe  of  human  affairs, 
have  yielded  to  political  contrivance  in  its 
turn  :   and   the  recorded  declaration  of  its 
author,  that  "  the  gates  of  hell  fliould   not 
prevail  again (1:  it,"  have  become  an  unde- 
niable evidence  of  its  having  originated  in 
falfhood    and    impofture.     It  feems,  there- 
fore, that  any  mode   of  condu(fl,    different 
from   that  which  was  purfued   by  the  pri- 
mitive profeflbrs  of  the  gofpel,  in  obedience 
to    the   advice  of   their    divine   inflruftor, 

could 
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could  not  have  been  attended  with  a  fimilar 
fuccefs. 

Religion  had  fo  freqently  been  rendered 
fubfervient  to  political  intereds,  and  felfifh 
purpofes,  that  men  juftly  called  forfome  lefs 
equivocal  evidence  of  the  truth  of  a  fyflem, 
which  claimed  to  itfelf  a  right  of  direding 
the  condu(ft  of  mankind.  That  evidence 
was  afforded  in  its  fullell  luftre,  when  the 
foftened  manners,  and  the  heavenly  temper 
of  chriftian  people,  were  propofed  as  the 
demonftration  of  the  truth,  and  purity  of 
chriflian  faith. 

By  the  fruits  of  the  gofpel,  manifefled  m 
each  part  of  the  irreproachable  demeanour 
of  its  true  difciples,  their  adverfaries  were 
invited  to  judge  of  the  tree  from  which  they 
fprang.  They  were  invited  to  contemplate 
the  mighty  powers  of  a  religion,  which 
could  difarm  the  mind  of  anger,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  its  fierceO:  refentment;  and  finally 
prevail  over  every  incentive  to  thofe  crimes, 
which,  as  appeared  from  fad  experience, 
human  laws  were  found  unable  to  reflrain. 
At  a  time  when  every  unworthy  inclination 
reigned  in  the  place  of  thofe   affedions,  to 

which 
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which  we  owe  the  comforts  of  domeilic  life, 
men  were  invited  to  behold  the  power  of 
this  religion,  in  triumphing  over  every  law- 
iefs  indulgence,  every  licentious  pradice, 
which  the  violence  of  diftorted  imagination, 
aided  by  the  ftrength  of  inveterate  cuflom, 
had  eftablifhed  in  the  world.  They  were 
invited  to  behold  the  influence  of  this  re- 
ligion in  infpiring  that  breaft  with  pious  fcn- 
timents,  which  was  formerly  the  feat  of 
irreligion,  and  profanenefs ;  in  generating 
the  principles  of  an  upright,  honefl:,  friend- 
ly, and  beneficent  deportment  in  that  heart, 
which  was  deformed  by  every  paffion  which 
could  render  us  odious  to  our  neighbour, 
and  miferable  to  ourfelves. 

Thefe  fruits  of  the  faith,  produced  an 
animated  attention  to  the  chriflian  caufe. 
Upon  examination  into  the  principles  of 
condud  recommended  in  the  gafpel,  they 
appeared  to  be  fuch  as  might  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  form  the  moll  effedual  induce- 
ments to  every  worthy  adion  3  thsy  derived 
an  influence,  permanent,  as  well  as  tranf- 
cendent,  from  that  glorious  hope  of  immof'- 
tality,  v/hich,  in  preference  to  thofe  opi- 
nions 
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nions  that  have  fo  long  unworthily  divided 
the  difciples  of  Jefus,  forms  the  grand,  and 
fundamental  article  of  the  chriftian  creed ; 
and  the  effedls  produced  in  confequence  of 
this  belief  w^ere  themfelves  a  teftimony,  that 
the  evidence,  by  which  this  important  truth 
was  fupported,  refted  on  the  folid  bafis  of 
unqueftionable  fa(5l. 

To  a  defledtlon  from  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  which  were  fo  emi- 
nently confpicuous  in  the  earlier  ages  of 
chriftianity,  we  are  to  afcribe  the  incon- 
iiderable  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  in  fucceed- 
ing  times.  Hence,  at  this  day,  the  pious 
difciple  of  the  benevolent  Jefus,  mourns 
that  the  religion  of  his  mailer  is  bounded 
by  the  limits  of  kingdoms,  and  of  nations; 
and,  that  in  fo  many  portions  of  the  habit- 
able earth,  its  profeffion,  or  its  influence, 
is  even  ft  ill  unknown.  We  bear  the 
name  of  chriftian  indeed,  to  every  region 
of  the  globe ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
bear  along  with  it  thofe  horrid  forms  of 
vice,  by  which  that  name  is  dishonoured, 
and  defiled.  The  inhabitants  of  many  a  diftant 
clime,  alloniQied  at  the  contrariety  between 

our 
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t)ur  jprpfeflions  and  our  pradice,  are  juflly 
indueed  to  fufpecl  that  we  ourfelves  believe 
not  the  doulrines  we  inculcate ;  and,  there* 
fore,  may  v/ith  reafon  hold  faft  that  form  cf 
faith,  which  their  more  virtuous  ancef- 
tors  have  eftabliihed  in  their  land. 

The  obligation  to  adorn  a  chrilliian  pro- 
feflion  by  a  chriftian  pradice,  rifes  with  the 
increaling  profligacy  of  thefe  degenerate 
times. 

There  are,  indeed,  moments  of  diflrefs  and 
danger,  in  which  even  the  heart  of  the  mod 
licentious  infidel  is  chilled  by  the  feverity 
of  his  own  reiledions.  But,  how  unlike  to 
the  effeds  of  true  religion  are  the  imprefilons 
thus  produced  in  a  mind  like  this  !  His 
foul  is  aftonifhed  and  overwhelmed  by  the 
horrors  of  a  fuperflition  which  dill  degrades 
it  more;  but,  as  his  danger  difappears, 
his  appreheniions  of  futurity  vaniili ;  and 
his  infidel  manners,  and  difiblute  profane- 
nefs  return  v/ith  his  returning  health.  Thus 
religion  becomes,  in  his  idea,  another  name 
for  weaknefs  :  and  the  reflections,  which  Ihe 
ought  to  raife  within  the  breaft,  upon  every 
view  of  our  mortality,  are  referred  to  the 
II.  F  clafs 
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clflfs  of  thofe  mental  wanderings,  which  are 
frequently  obferved  to  take  place,  when  the 
iiefli  and  the  heart  begin  to  fail. 

In  fuch  times,  therefore,  it  concerns  the 
real  friends  of  the  gofpel  to  convince  their 
brethren,  that  the  religion  they  profefs,  is 
the  fource  of  calm  compofure ;  the  parent 
of  every  fober  joy  ;  that  it  containeth  fanc- 
tions,  naturally  produ6i:ive  of  a  virtuous, 
uniform,  confident  charad:er,  and  fitted  to 
reflore  to  its  proper  dignity,  the  mind  of 
man. 

He  then  is  religion's  trueft  friend,  who 
adorns  his  profelTion  by  works  of  piety  and 
virtue ;  he  befl  will  vindicate  it  from  the 
afperfions  of  its  foes.  **  You  traduce,"  hs 
will  fay,  *'  by  words,  thecharader  and  pre- 
tenlions  of  Jefus :  I  refute  you  by  my  works. 
You  urge,  perhaps,  that  my  underflanding 
is  only  nominally  convinced  by  his  dodrine  : 
but  the  conflant  tenor  of  my  condud  fhall 
prove  to  you,  that  I  have  no  temptation  to 
fuch  deceit :  for  every  unworthy  afFedion 
of  my  heart  is  fubdued  to  the  perfuafion  of 
its  truth.  You  fuppofe,  that,  in  the  time 
of  danger,  fuperftitious  horrors  fhall  invade 

me; 
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me ',  but  I  will  fhew  you,  that  my  mind 
is  compofed  and  tranquil,  fubmiffive  in  all 
things  to  the  will  of  heaven,  and  in  the 
hour  of  death,  with  holy  hope,  confiding 
in  its  God."* 

*  [  This  fermon  concluded,  originally,  with  a  very 
clofe  and  animated  application  to  the  cafe  of  the  clergy; 
but  as  the  author  afterwards  inferted  this  conclufion, 
verbatim,  in  No.  13,  of  "  Every  man  his  own  prieft," 
it  was  thought  unnecefTary  to  annex  it  here.— See 
vol.  iii.  p.  233.  ] 
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IV. 


I  S  A  M.  XV.  22. 

'*  AND  SAMUEL  SAID,  HATH  THE  LORD  AS  GREAT 
DELIGHT  IN  BURNT-OFFERINGS  AND  SACRIFICES, 
AS  IN  OBEYING  THE  VOICE  OF  THE  LORD  ?  BE- 
HOLD !  TO  OBEY  IS  BETTER  THAN  SACRIFICE  ; 
AND  TO  HEARKEN,    THAN  THE  FAT  OF  RAMS." 

The  weaknefsof  mankind,  in  every  age 
and  country,  hath  induced  them  to  hope, 
that  the  performance  of  the  external  rites  of 
religion  will  atone  for  their  failure  in  the 
fubftantial  deeds  of  virtue :  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  even  the  miniflers  of  religion, 
have  too  frequently  countenanced  this  de- 
lufion ;  until,  at  length,  they  have  confirmed 
an  error,  which  the  folly  of  the  fuperflitious 
multitude,  hath  always  rendered  them  too 
willing  to  embrace.  We  find,  however,  from 
the  portion  of  fcripture  jufi:  recited,  that 
Samuel,  though  himfelf  a  prieft,  was  too 
zealous  for  the  real  honour  of  his  maker,  to 
fiicrifice  the  interefts  of  true  religion  to  any 

F  3  outward 
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outward  form,  although  that  form  was  infti- 
tuted  by  God  himfelf ;  nor,  led  by  fervile 
flattery,  orllavifh  fear,  could  he  be  prevailed 
upon  to dilTemble  his  indignation,  on  account 
of  the  violated  laws  of  God,  although  the 
daring  offender  was  a  king. 

The  fame  fatal  error,  into  which  Saul  ap- 
pears to  have  fallen,  prevails  ftill  amongft  the 
profeflbrs  of  a  religion,  more  pure  and 
limple  than  that  under  which  he  lived :  an 
error  the  lefs  pardonable,  as  chriftianity  ex- 
prefsly  prefcribes  to  us  a  worfhip  of  our 
maker,  in  holinefs  and  truth.  The  gofpel 
contains  a  religion  which  encourages  the  fa- 
criiice  of  the  affections,  the  tender  of  a  heart 
deeply  imbued  with  a  fenfe  of  manly  piety 
and  virtue;  the  noblefl  and  the  mod  ac- 
ceptable facrifice  which  a  creature  can  offer, 
the  mofl  honourable  which  the  creator  can 
receive. 

Let  us  look  round  upon  the  face  of  na- 
ture ;  let  us  behold  the  wonderful  fabric  of 
the  univerfe,  the  numerous  ranks  and  or- 
ders of  living  creatures  which  inhabit  it, 
and  learn  from  thence,  that  the  God  of  na- 
ture delighteth  in  works  of  mercy,  in  la- 
bours of  love.     Man,  formed  in  his  image 
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and  iimllitude,  can,  then,  only  hope  to 
taile  enjoyment,  when  he  imitates  this  fair 
example ;  and,  from  the  exercife  of  his  be- 
nevolent aifedions,  rifes  to  the  adoration  of 
the  creator,  who  is  bleffed  for  ever.  The 
performance,  therefore,  of  fuch  adlions  as 
naturally  flow  from  our  admiration  of  fuch 
unbounded  love,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
all  religious  duty  :  whofoever  perfevereth  in 
the  practice  of  them  mufl  be  happy. 

Such  is  the  religion  which  reafon  dicflates, 
and  which,  therefore,  the  God  of  reafon 
muft  approve. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  religion  of  the 
priell: ;  of  him,  I  mean,  who,  bound  by 
his  profefTion  to  an  implicit  veneration  for 
forms  and  ceremonies,  and  permitted  in 
his  doftrine  to  preach  only  the  opinions  of 
the  church  in  which  he  minifters,  is  too 
apt  to  miftake  the  fpirit  of  eflablifhments  for 
the  fpirit  of  devotion,  and  to  forget,  with 
Saul,  that  *'  to  obey  is  better  than  facriiice, 
and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams."  He 
wdll  tell  you,  that  religion  confifteth  in  the 
profeffion  of  a  particular  form  of  faith,  and 
in  the  conftant  attendance    upqn   the  fer- 

F  4  '  vice 
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vice  of  the  church.     He  will  tell  you,  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  be   daily  prefent  in  the 
courts  of  the  moft  high,  in  order  that  you 
may  be  entitled  to  thofe  fpiritual  blefTings, 
which  are  difpenfed  by  the  miniflers  of  the 
gofpel,  and  may  receive,  from  their  hands, 
the  benefit  of  abfolution.     He  will  tell  you, 
that,  before  all  things,  it  is  neceflary  that  you 
hold  the  catholic  faith  ;  and  then,  'tis  well, 
if  he  proceeds  not  to  infultyour  underftand- 
ii:ig   with  fuch  a  defcription  of  that  faith, 
as  neither  himfelf,  nor  his  hearers  can  ever 
comprehend.     He  will  tell  you,  that  it  is 
better  not  to  pray  at  all,    than  to  pray  in 
any  form  or   manner  which  is  not  author 
rized  by  the  fan6tion    of  the   church  :    he 
will  tell  you,  that  you  ought  to  make  ufe 
of  the  forms  prefcribed  in  his  liturgy,  al- 
though you   do  not  underftand  them;  and, 
that  it  is  profanenefs  to  negled;  them,  al- 
though you  fliould  think  they  contain  ad- 
dreffes  to  a  being,  whom  you  do  not  allow 
to  be  the  objed  of  adoration.     He  will  talk 
much  of  the  benefit  of  faith,  in  oppofition 
to  the  benefit  of  works  -,  and  will  inflruft 
you  tb  rely  upon  the  merits  of  your  faviour, 

V^ntil 
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until  you    (hall    become   Intirely   carelefs, 
whether  you  have  any  virtues  of  your  ow^n: 
in  your  departing  hour,  he    fliall  ftand  be- 
fore you  in  the  facred  veftments  of  his  order  ; 
you   fliall  look   up   to  him  for  abfolution, 
while  he,  a  poor,   weak,   linful  mortal  like 
yourfelves,   ihall  alTum.e  to  himfelf  the  title 
of  the  ambaffador  of  God.j  and,  though  your 
life  has  been    deformed    by  every   kind    of 
vice,  fliall,   in  the  name  of  the  father,  fon, 
and  holy  ghofl,  affure  you  of  the  pardon  of 
your  fins.     Such  are    the   delufions   which, 
on  one  fide,   the  ignorance  or  the  policy  of 
priefls  has  fubilituted  for    the  folid  founda- 
tions of  true  religion;  deluijons,  no  lefs  fal- 
lacious than   thofe  groundlefs  terrors    with 
which,   on  the  other,  they   have   too   fre- 
quently inverted  her.     But  as  religion  was 
not  intended  to  terrify,  fo  neither  muft  it  be 
employed  to  deceive  mankind,  by  flattering 
us  with  falfe  afTurances,  on  the  bed  of  death ; 
by  alTerting,  that  faith  alone,  at  our  depart- 
ing hour,  will  atone  for  the  crimes  of  a  mif- 
fpent  life  ;  and,  by  thus  teaching  us  to  rely 
upon  the  mercy,  encourage  us  to  defy  the  ju- 
flice  of  our  judge. 

How  widely  different   is   the  religion  of 

the 
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the  gofpel ;  and  how  ftrong  a  preiumption 
does  it  afford  us  of  its  truth,  that,  inftead 
of  thus  founding  her  dominion  on  the  fears 
and  follies  of  her  votaries,  fhe  always  appeals 
to  the  light  of  reafon,  and  to  her  peaceful  tri- 
umphs over  the  vices  of  an  oppofmg  world. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  was  indulg- 
ed us  as  the  fweet  confoler  of  our  cares. 
The  fpcdre  of  fuperflition,  which  looks 
down  with  horrid  afped:  on  the  innocent  pur- 
fuits  of  human  life ;  which  diffufes  a  damp 
and  gloom  over  our  minds,  when  engaged 
in  the  proper  duties  of  our  ftation,  and 
teaches  us  to  confide  in  myfterious  modes  of 
faith,  in  empty  ceremonies,  and  unavailing 
forms,  is  more  at  variance  with  the  will 
c£  God,  is  more  oppofed  to  the  happinefs 
of  man,  than  the  moft  daring  form  of  infi- 
delity itfelf. 

Are  then  the  ordinances  of  the  moft  high, 
which  diredt  us  to  reverence  his  fanduaries, 
and  to  comply  with  thofe  forms  and  cere- 
monies, which  decency  and  good  order  fhall 
require,  of  no  avail  ?  Is  the  facred  character 
of  the  priell  fo  lightly  to  be  efleemed  ?  and, 
are  the  offices  of  religion  performed  by  him 
utterly  contemptibje  in  our  eyes  ?  I  anfwer  ; 

yes. 
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yes,  they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity 
itfelf,  unlefs  they  produce  the  fruits  of  piety 
and  virtue  in  the  heart.  Are  you  ftruck 
with  the  boldnefs  of  this  reply  ?  remember. 
It  is  not  mine — the  queftion  has  been  long 
determined  by  an  authority  which  you  can- 
not difpute :  •'  To  what  purpofe  is  the 
multitude  of  your  f^icrifices  to  me  ?  faith 
the  lord;  bring  no  more  vain  oblations i 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me;  the 
new  moons,  and  fabbaths,  the  calling  of 
alTemblies,  I  cannot  away  with ;  it  is  ini- 
quity, even  the  folemn  meeting  :  your  new 
moons,  and  your  appointed  feafls  my  foul 
hateth  :  they  are  a  trouble  unco  me  ;  I  am 
weary  to  bear  them."* 

The  folemn  exercifes  of  religion,  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  devction,  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies of  various  .nations,  have  all  a  ten- 
dency to  raife,  to  revive,  to  confirm  the 
perfuafion  of  an  almighty  providence,  the 
fenfe  of  human  weaknefs,  and  the  necef- 
fity  and  eflential  excellence  of  virtue;  and, 
when  they  are  employed  to  fuch  purpofes, 
they  indeed  are  ufeful.  The  imperfei!^ion  of 
our  frame  is  fuch,  that  perhaps  it  may  be  ne- 

ceilary 
*  Umh  i,  II— 14» 
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ceflary  for  the  imagination  to   be  afFeded, 
before  the  underflanding  and  the  difpofition 
can  be  improved.     But,  if  they  be  relied  on, 
as  pollening  in  themfelves    intrinfic   merit, 
they  are  nothing  worth  ;   the  obfervance  of 
them  gives  us  no   title  to   the  rewards   of 
heaven.     While,   on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  little  danger  left  the  pride   and   felf- 
fufficiency  which   they   frequently  infpire, 
fl:iOuld   carry    the    ignorant,    and    deluded 
worfhipper,  ftill  further  from  the  knowledge 
and  the  acceptance  of  his  God. 

Religious  rites  and  ceremonies  are  but  the 
ileps  to  piety  and  virtue.    And  are  of  no  avail, 
if  they  lead  not  to  fuch  actions,  as  alone  can 
demonftrate  our   conformity  to  the  will    of 
heaven.     The  generality  of  mankind  have 
indeed,    too  frequently,    confounded   them 
with  each  other,    they   have  even  preferred 
them  to  the  performance   of  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law :   not   unlike   to    thofe 
who  paid  the  tithe  of  mint,    of  anife,   and 
of  cummin;  while  they  omitted  the  weigh- 
tier matters    of  the  law,    juftice,    mercy, 
and  faith  :*  who,  with  fuperftitious  reve- 
rence' 

*  Matt,   xxiii    23. 
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rence  built  the  tombs  of  the  prophets,* 
whom  their  fathers  flew ;  while  they  perfe- 
cuted  and  oppreffed  thofe  greater  than  the 
prophets,  whom  the  almighty  had  fent  in 
mercy  to  themfelves. 

Religious  rites  and  ceremonies  are  only 
the  fliadows  of  piety  and  virtue:  it  is  our 
duty  to  purfue  the  fubiiances  themfelves. 
Feign  to  yourfelves  the  charader  of  a  man 
moll  ftridt  in  his  obfervance  of  outward 
forms,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  ftranger  to  the 
real  power  of  virtue.  He  is  regular  and 
attentive  at  the  hour  of  prayer;  but  he  is 
deficient  in  that  integrity  and  purity  of 
manners,  which  alone  can  render  prayer  ac- 
ceptable to  God  :  he  is  fearfully  obfervant 
of  every  form  and  ordinance  which  fuperfti- 
tion  hath  invented,  and  cuftom,  that  fleady 
guardian  of  every  abfardity,  hath  eftabliili- 
ed :  but  he  is  negledtful  of  his  duty  to 
his  neighbour;  he  is  unjud  in  his  deal- 
ings, and  uncharitable  in  all  his  commerce 
with  his  brethren.  Will  rites  and  ceremonies 
be  of  any  avail,  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  ?  They 
fliall  indeed  be  remembered ;  but  remem- 
bered to  his  confufion  :    they  iliall   feverely 

aggravate 
^  A^4tt,  xxiii.   2g, 
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aggravate  his  future  condemnation.  Ano- 
ther fhall,  witli  low  proftration,  grovel  at 
God's  altar  3  while  he  difdainfully  tramples 
on  his  fellow  creature,  who  is  formed  in 
God's  likenefs.  He  ihall  build  a  temple 
to  his  maker's  praife ;  while  the  heart  of 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  who  frequent 
it,  fhall  inly  mourn  becaufe  of  his  oppref- 
fion :  the  prieft,  at  his  departing  hour, 
fhall  aflure  him  that  his  alms  and  his  prayers 
are  afcendedas  a  memorial  in  the  fight  of  the 
almighty ;  while  the  cry  of  the  labourer, 
who  hath  reaped  his  fields,  without  receiving 
a  reward,  hath  pierced  the  ears  of  the  God 
of  harvefts.  Shall  this  man  be  bleifed  in  his 
deed  ?  Shall  the  judgment  of  the  creature 
prevail,  in  defiance  of  thofe  laws  of  righteouf- 
nefs  which  invariably  annex  the  enjoyment 
of  happinefs  to  the  pradice  of  piety  and 
virtue  ?  Mod  afluredly  not.  The  almighty 
fliall  arife  in  his  difpleafure  ;  the  tremendous 
majefiy  of  heaven  fhall  reverfe  the  iniquitous 
decree;  fliall  confign  the  violator  of  the 
laws  of  juftice  and  humanity  to  fwift  deftruc- 
tion.  Still  more  fearful  fliall  be  the  doom 
of  him,  who  taught  him  to  place  external 
forms  and  ceremonies  upon  the  fame  foun- 
dation 
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datlon  with  fubflantial  ads  of  jufllce   and 
benevolence. 

A  breaft,    replenirhed  with  the   fenfe  of 
the  greatnefs   of  the  creator,    and   of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  creature ;    a  mind,  difpofed 
to  acknowledge  God,  as  the  author  of  every 
bleffing  we  enjoy,   and  ready  to  repay  the 
only  tribute  in  our  power,    the  tribute   of 
gratitude  and  love  ;    an  heart  which  glows 
at  the  profped  of  a  neighbour's  happinefs, 
and  is  ever  labouring  to  diminifh  the  weight 
of  human  woe,    is  the  nobleft   temple   that 
can  be  ere6led  to  our  maker's  pralfe.    The 
virtues  exemplified  in   the  various  fcenes  of 
fecial  life,  are  its  mofl  beautiful  ornaments  : 
where  thefe  are  found,  the  piety  ofpeafants, 
affembled    in    their   humble   dwellings,  is 
more  pleafing  to  the  lord   of  heaven,   than 
the  mod  pompous  pageantry  of  prieils  and 
kings  :  thefe  ihall  avail,    fhali  draw   down 
bleffings  from  the  throne  of  the  mofl  high, 
fhall  bring  them  upon  our  children  and  our 
childrens  children;  while  the  vain  and  ofben- 
tatious    wonliip  of  the  proud,    the  unfeel- 
ing,  and  the  unjuft;    fo    far    from  atoning 
for  their  guilt,    ihall  Avell   the   meafure  of 

the  almi^^htv's   ven^ycance* 
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' .  Vet,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  fall  not  into 
an  error,  which,  though  not  fo  pernicious 
as   that  which  I  have  hitherto  been  defcrib- 
ing,   is  frequently  productive  of  very   fatal 
confequences.     It   has  been    affertcd,   and, 
I  truft,    with    truth,    that    external  forms 
and  ceremonies,  if  not   attended  with  the 
affedions   of  the  heart  -,  that  the  outward 
profefiion  of   religion,  if  not  accompanied 
with  its  vital  powers,   are  a  vain  and  empty 
fliow.     But  let  us  not  conclude  from  hence, 
that  they  may  fafely  be  neglected.     If  thefe 
affedlions  of  the  mind  could  readily  be  at- 
tained without  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
religion,    fuch  form   and  ceremonies  would 
indeed  be  ufelefs.     But  the  contrary  is  true. 
The  devotion  of  the  heart  will  languifh,  un- 
lefs  it  be  continually  refreflied  and  enlivened 
by  joining  in  folemn  adts  of  public  worfliip. 
And,    as    words  and   figns  are  neceiTary  to 
convey    our   thoughts    to   each    other,  fo, 
in   this  imperfect  ftate,    they   are  abfolutely 
required,    whenever    we   would   raife    our 
hearts  to   the  firft  and  bed  of  beings,    the 
fuftainer  of  our  bllfs,    the   fource  and  foun- 
tain of  our  joy.     Do  we   not   find  that  ab- 
fenting  ourfelves  from  the  dated   places  of 

God's 
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God's  fervice  is  apt  to  diininidi  our  CtnCe  of 
his  immediate  pre  fence,  and  to  prevent  us 
from  enjoying  that  fecurity  from  vice,  that 
complacency  in  virtue,  which  arifes  from 
the  acknowledgment  of  him  in  all  our 
thoughts  and  actions  ?  Nor  are  thefe  habi- 
tual practices  lefs  interefting  to  others  than 
to  ourfelves  :  when  we  abftain  for  any  length 
of  time  from  thofe  hallowed  courts,  where, 
laying  afide  the  diftindicns  which  make  us 
fo  to  differ  from  our  brethren,  we  approach 
the  majefty  of  heaven  as  wxak,  dependent 
creatures ;  we  are  apt  to  forget  thole  ties  of 
humanity  which  caufe  us  to  feel  the  miferies 
of  others,  v/hich  animate  our  endeavours  to 
relieve  them.  A  careleflhefs  and  indiffer- 
ence to  our  immortal  interefts  is  a  too  proba- 
ble confeciuence  of  fuch  negled.  Piety  and 
virtue  themfelves  are  in  danger  of  expiring, 
unlefs  rekindled  by  that,  flame  which  burns 
upon  the  altar  of  God;  unlefs  revived  by  the 
breath  of  mortals  uniting  with  us  in  ardent, 
folemn,  facred  fupplication  to  the  throne  o£ 
heaven. 

The  true,  the  confcientious  chrillian,  v.'ill, 
therefore,  conduiSthimfelf  with  a  careful  en- 
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deavour  to  avoid  fuch  errors  In  his  pracftice: 
he  will  regard,  with  due  attention,  thefolemn 
exercifes  of  public  worfhip,  becaufe  he 
knows  that  the  inward  purity  of  his  heart  is 
improved  by  them  ;  but  he  will  guard  againfl: 
all  undue  reliance  upon  fuch  fervices  :  he 
will  confider  them  as  helps  to  virtue,  and 
not  as  conflituting  the  real  efience  of  devo- 
tion :  he  knows  that,  as  he  is  fent  into  this 
world  by  the  God  of  reafon  and  of  nature  to 
fulfil  his  pleafure,  his  real  fervice  muft  con- 
iifl  in  the  imitation  of  his  creator's  bounty, 
and  the  intire  refignation  of  his  will  to  the 
will  of  the  fupreme  :  he  is  fenfible  how 
much  mankind  are  influenced  by  what  ftrikes 
the  imagination  and  the  fenfes ;  and  will 
therefore  cultivate  in  himfelf,  and  endeavour 
to  promote  in  others,  a  manly  piety,  an 
unbounded  benevolence,  bv  all  thofe  out- 
ward  affiftances  which  religious  forms,  well 
purged  from  fuperftition,  will  naturally  af- 
ford him :  at  the  fame  time,  he  will  be 
careful  to  dirtinguifh  between  the  outward 
profeffion,  and  the  real  pradice  of  religion  : 
he  will  confider  the  miniilers  of  the  gofpel, 

as 
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as   inverted   with  no  greater  fandity  than 
what  their  unblemiihed  lives  and  converfa- 
tions  throw  around  them  :  he  will  not  rely 
upon  the  rites  and  ordinances,  adminiftered 
by  their  hands,  for  mercy  from  his  maker ; 
but  will  place  his  hope  in  thofe  **  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs,   which  are  by   Jefus  Chrift, 
unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  God."  *     He 
will  not  regard  the  depofiting  of  his  body  in 
confecrated  ground,  as  any  protedion  from 
the  avenging  fentence  3  but  will  look  up  to 
the  mercy  of  a  j  udge,  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  weaknefl'es  of  humanity,   who  hath  de- 
clared that  "  with  what  meafure  men  mete, 
it  fhall  be  meafured  to  them  again. "-i-  He  will 
refrain  from  every  criminal  adion,  through 
a  juft  apprehenfion   of  the  vengeance  of  a 
God  of  righteoufnefs  j  nor  vainly  hope  to 
atone  for  the  commifiion  of  grievous  crimes, 
by  the  performance  of  empty  rites,  and  un- 
fubftantial  ceremonies.     With  all   his  cau- 
tion, he  may  yet  offend  with  Saul  -,   but  he 
will   fay  with  Samuel,    *'hath  the  lord  as 

G  2  great 
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great  delight  in  burnt  facrifices,  as  In  obey- 
ing the  voice  of  the  lord  ?  behold !  to  obey  is 
better  than  facrifice  -,  and  to  hearken,  than 
the  fat  of  rams." 

In  this  obedience,  therefore,  to  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,   O  chriftian  !    moft  firmly 
perfevere.     Thy  name  fliall  be  remembered 
upon  earth,   thy  reward   Ihall  be  great   in 
heaven.     While  perpetual  fears  fliall  haunt 
the  guilty  brealt ;  while  Innumerable  hor- 
rors fhall  affright  the  fuperftitious  worfhip- 
per  ',  inbred  peace,  the  fruit  of  virtuous  con- 
duct, ihall  furround  thy  dwelling;  and  calm 
devotion,  fpread  fweet  tranquillity  over  every 
fceneof  life.  Thy  deeds  of  juftice,  thy  labours 
of  love,  fhall  engage  the  regard  and  friendfhip 
of  man  ;  and  thy  habits  of  true  religion  fliall 
Qnfure  the  approbation  of  thy  God.     In  the 
vale  of  death,  thou  flialt  look  up  with  tranf- 
port  to  that  unfading  crown  of  glory,   now 
ready  to  reward  thy  toils :    the  evils  of  life, 
like  the  flars  of  heaven,  have  their  appointed 
courfe  ;   they  fhall  fet  like  them — they  fliall 
tife  no  more  :  an  eternal  day  of  happincfs 
fhall  fucceed  the  night  of  human  pain  and 

woe. 
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woe.  If  thou  hafl:  fought  the  good  fight  of 
perfevering  virtue  j  if  thus  thou  haft  kept 
the  faith ;  retire  in  peace :  the  gloom  and 
darknefs  of  the  grave  fliall  quickly  pafs, 
and  thou  fhalt  rife  to  an  immortal  life,  to 
the  poiTeffion  of  endlefs  joy. 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlailing 
God,  be  afcribed  all  might,  majefty,  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever !  Amen  ! 


G  3  ACTS 
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ACTS     X.    34,  35. 

"  THEN  PETER  OPENED  HIS'mOUTH,  AND  SAID;  OF  A 
TRUTH  I  PERCEIVE  THAT  GOD  IS  NO  RESPECTER 
Of  PERSONS  ;  BUT,  IN  EVERY  NATION,  HE 
THAT  FEARETH  HIM,  AND  WORKETH  RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS,   IS  ACCEPTED  WITH   HIM.'* 

The  primary  meaning  of  thefe  words  will 
be  beft  underflood,  if  we  attend  a  little  to  the 
general  circumftances,  under  which  the  gof- 
pel  was  at  firll:  promulgated;  and  the  peculiar 
imprefllons,  with  which  the  mind  of  the 
fpeaker  had  been  recently  affected. 

We  are  to  reflect,  then,  that  there  had 
long  prevailed  among  the  jews  a  general  opi- 
nion, that  the  kingdom  of  the  expediedmef- 
iiah  was  to  be  intirelyof  a  temporal  nature; 
that,  inverted  with  the  enfigns  of  royal  dig- 
nity, he  was  not  only  to  deliver  them  from 
that  ftate  of  bondage  under  w'hich  they 
groaned  ;  but  alfo  to  raife  them  to  a  degree 
of  grandeur,  far  fuperior  to  whatever  they 
had  enjoyed,  in  the  moll:  flourifhing  period 
of  power  :    and,  although  the  difciples  of 
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Jefus,  after  the  refurredion  and  afcenfion  of 
their  divine  inftructor,  became,  at  leng-th, 
juilily  fenfible,  that  thebleiTings  of  the  mef« 
liah's  reign  were  purely  fpiritual  \  yet  fo 
much  of  their  former  prejudice  remained,  as 
to  induce  them  to  believe,  that  the  defcen- 
dants  of  Abraham  had  an  exclufive  title  to 
the  glorious  privileges  of  the  gofpel-difpen- 
fation.  And  hiftory  allures  us,  that  this 
prejudice  was  not  eafily  reir^oved.  For, 
notwithftanding  the  information  derived 
from  the  miraculous  eftuiion  of  the  holy 
fpirit  on. the  day  of  pentecoft,  a  particular 
revelation  was  aftorded  to  Peter,  before  he 
was  convinced,  that  **  God,  in  truth,  was 
no  refpeder  of  perfbns."  Nor  was  it  'till 
after  the  fame  fpirit  had  defcended  upon  Cor- 
nelius, and  thofc  v/ho  were  with  him,  that 
the  other  apoflles  could  be  brought  to  own, 
**  that  unto  the  gentiles  alfo,  God  had 
granted  repentance  unto  life."  * 

An  opinion,  limilar  to  that  which  per- 
plexed Peter,  perplexes  m.any  at  this  day. 
Railed  to  the  enjoyment  of  evangelical  pri- 
vilegeSj  they  vainly  imagine,  that,  as  chrif- 
tians,  they  have  a  right  to  plead  an  appro- 
priated title  to  the  favQur  of  heaven,   from 

which, 
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which,  the  innumerable  tribes,  yet  funk  In 
heathen    ignorance  and   darknefs,    are   ex- 
cluded y  and  that  a  compliance  with  the  laws 
of  the  almighty,  fo  far  as  the  light  of  nature 
/hall  difcover  them,  is  totally  infufficient  to 
recom.mend  them   to  his  acceptance.     But 
the  fame  method  of  reafoning  which  might 
have  led  Peter  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  the 
difpenfation  of  chriftian  privileges,    God  is 
no  refpedlsr  of  perfons  -,   may  inftru^ft   us, 
that  no  mode  of  faith,  or  religious  perfualion 
wdiatever,  Vv^ill,  in  cafe  of  a  virtuous    bene- 
ficent pradlice,  be  able  hereafter  to  feparate 
us  from  our  creator's  love. 

I  am  well  aware  that  an  opinion  diredly 
contrary  to  this  has  hitherto  prevailed  under 
various  eflablifliments  ^  and  that  the  articles 
of  our  own  church  have  even  pronounced 
thofe  **  accurfed  who  prefume  to  fay,  that  a 
man  may  be  faved  by  the  law  or  feci  which 
he  profeiieth,  fo  that  he  be  diligent  to  frame 
his  life  according  to  that  law,  and  the  light 
of  nature  :"  *  but  as  the  fame  church  pro- 
felTes  that  "  it  is  not  lawful  for  her  to  ordaia 
any  thing  that  is  contrary  to  God's  written 
wordi''-^-  Ifhall  make  no  fcruple  to  lay  before 
you  fuch  confiderations  as   have  produced, 

in 
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m  my  ov/n  mind,  the  fullefl:  convldlion, 
that  fuch  a  dodriiie  hath  no  foundation  either 
in  reafon,  or  fcripture  ;  but  ought  to  be  re- 
probated at  once,  as  impious  towards  God, 
and  uncharitable  towards  men. 

It  would  be  contrary  to  all  ideas  of  juflice, 
to  fuppoie  that  a  righteous  and  merciful 
creator  expeclsthat  from  his  creatures,  which 
they  are  utterly  unable  to  perform.  Many 
of  God's  creatures  have  nothing  to  dired: 
them,  except  the  light  of  nature  j*  except  the 
maxims  and  dodrines  of  their  fed:.  If  fuch 
conform  their  lives  and  converfations  to  this 
law,  fliall  not  they  be  accepted  by  their 
m.aker,  by  the  fither  of  the  fpirits  of  all 
fiefh,  by  that  all- righteous  being,  whofe 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ?  He 
would  rather  pardon  my  denial  of  his  exif- 
tence,   than  my  doubts  of  the  juflice,  and 

mercy  of  his  judgments. -f* 

But, 

*  *'  For  when  the  gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  da 
by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  thefe  having 
not  thejaw,  area  law  unto  themfelves."   Rom.  ii.  14. 

f  The  fervant  who  had  received  only  two  talents, 
yet  having  improved  them  equally  with  the  fervant  who 
had  been  entrufted^with  five,  received  the  fame  com- 
mendation, and  was  ordered  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  his 
lord.  But  the  unprofitable  fervant,  who  had  hidden  his 
talent  in  the  earth,  and  had  dared  to  fufpe6t  the  juftice 
of  his  lord,  was  ordered  to  be  caft  into  outer  darknefs^ 
Matt.  xxv.  14--3C. 
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But,  it  may  be  afked,  has  not  the  almighty 
himfelf  fliewn  fome  degree  of  partiality  in 
his  dealings  with  the  fons  of  men  ?     What 
judgment    are  we  to  form  of  that  immenfe 
variety  in   the  nature   and  degree  of   thofe 
capacities  and  enjoyments,  which  diflingufh 
from  each  other,  the  innumerable  creatures 
of  his  almighty  hand  ?  To  what,  but  a  par- 
tial fondnefs,   are  we  to  attribute  the  indul- 
gence of  thofe   fuperior  powers,   which  are 
given  with  fuch  profufion,   to  his  favourite 
creature,  man  ?     From  what  other  motive 
fhall  we  account  for  the  different  meafures 
of  happinefs,    by   which   men    are    diilin- 
guiihed  from   each   other  ?    Whence   is   it 
that  he  grants   unto  this   happy  land,   that 
equal  temperature,  which  bleiles  its  inha- 
bitants with  the  verdure  of  fpring,  with  the 
fruits  of  autumn  j  while  he  condemns  un- 
numbered   tribes    to    wander   through   the 
fultry  defart,    through    the   polar    fnows  ? 
Whence    is   it    that   he    commands   whole 
nations   to  bow  beneath  the  yoke  of  flern 
oppreilion,  that  he  withholds  from  them  the 
meaas  of  extracting  the  "  iron  which  enters 
into  their  fouls  i"  while  he  blelTes  us  with 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  his  noblell  gift, 

together 
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together  with  that  high-born  fpirlt,  and 
impatience  of  control,  which  conftitutes 
our  belt  fecurity  againft  the  encroachments 
of  defpotic  pov/er  ?  To  what,  but  a  par- 
tial fondnefs,  are  we  to  imp'ate  that  mea- 
fure  of  his  ^.dminiftration,  which  ordains 
that  half  his  habitable  e^rth  iball  lie  in 
iteathen  ignorance  and  darknefs  5  that  the 
baneful  form  of  fuperftition  iliall  ered  her 
gloomy  ftandard  in  almofk  every  region  of 
the  globe  i  while  we  enjoy,  or  certainly 
hivQ  the  power  of  enjoying,  the  meridian 
fplendors  of  the  gofpel  light. 

Thefe  are  objedions  of  a  ferious  nature  1 
thefe  deferve  an  anfwer.  We  will,  there- 
fore, attempt,  with  the  affiftance  of  reafon, 
and  the  gofpel,  to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God 
to  man. 

It  has  frequently  and  juftly  been  obferved, 
that  the  fum  of  happinefs  is  greater,  if  im- 
perfect creatures  be  claffed  in  various  ranks 
and  orders,  v/iih  various  powers  and  capa- 
cities of  improvement,  than  if  there  were 
only  one  clafs,  pofTeffed  of  an  abfolute  equa- 
lity of  endowments.  If  then  this  variety 
conduce  to  m.ore  extenfive  happinefs  in  the 
natural  iiate,  the  analogy  may  apply  to  our 
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prefent  inquiry,  not  fo  much  concerning  the 
natural,  as  religious  privileges  of  man  :  and 
the  reafon  of  the  different  difpenfations  in 
both,  may  be  fatisfadorily  inferred  from  the 
fame  principle  of  diverfified  beneficence  in 
the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  good. 

But,   in  what  refped  are  religious  privi- 
leges  different  from   natural   goods  ?    The 
advantages  which  we  enjoy  in  preference  to 
our  heathen  neighbours,  confifl  only  in  fu- 
perior  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and  the  fu- 
perior  weight  of  thofe  motives  which  fhould 
induce  us   to  perform  it.     The  wife  man, 
by  the  flrength  of  his  natural  endowments, 
becomes  faperior  to  his  neighbour ;  becaufe 
he  is  better  acquainted  with  the  probable 
events  of  things,  and  enjoys  an  habitual  iMl 
in  choofing  the  means  of  content  and  hap- 
pinefs.    The  chriflian  hath  exadly  a  iimilar 
fuperiority  over  him,  who  is  a  flranger  to 
the  word  of  truth. 

The  v/ife  man,  who  has  his  inflrudion 
from,unaflifted  reafon,  is  more  determined 
in  a  courfe  of  virtue,  than  the  illiterate  herd 
around  him ;  becaufe,  with  clearer  eye,  he 
can  difcern  the  prefumptive  evidence  of  its 
future   great  reward ;    the  believer    in  the 
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gofpel,  is  enabled  to  perfevere  in  the  fame 
paths  of  virtue  ftill  more  fteadily,  than 
his  unenHghtened  neighbour;  becaufe  he 
founds  his  hopes,  not  on  probabilities,  but 
proofs;  and  looks  with  afiured  confidence, 
to  the  profpedl  of  an  eternal  crown. 

Wifdom,  therefore,  differs  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  generality  only  in  degree ;  and 
a  difference  in  degree,  is  the  only  difference 
between  chriftianity  and  wifdom.  Wifdom 
is  a  fublimer  kind  of  ikill  in  the  oeconomy 
of  human  life;  and,  chriflianity  is  a  fublimer 
kind  of  wifdom. 

The  queilion  then,  *'  why  hath  the  al- 
mighty made  fo  great  a  difference  in  the  re- 
ligious circumftances  of  his  creatures  ?"  is 
of  a  fimilar  nature  with  another  quellion, 
"  why  hath  he  made  fo  great  a  difference 
in  their  natural  endowments  ?"  The  an- 
fwer  is  the  fame  to  both  ;  becaufe  it  feem- 
eth  to  him  good  ;  to  him,  who  in  manifold 
wifdom  hath  fo  tempered  this  diverfity,  as 
to  be  every  where  confiftent  with  particular, 
and,  in  an  higher  degree,  produdive  of  ge- 
neral happinefs. 

Let 
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Let  us  rejoice,  therefore,  that  God  who. 
In  wonderful  fubordination,  hath  conftituted 
various  ranks  and  orders  of  his  creatures, 
hath  placed  us  at  their  head ;  hath  elevated 
us  to  the  powers  and  capacities  of  man. 
But,  more  let  us  rejoice,  that  he  hath  raifed 
us  above  many  of  our  fellows,  by  calling  us 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  gofpel  of 
his   fon. 

Nor  let  us  cenfure,  as  partial  and  unjufl, 
that  wifdom,  which  hath  denied  to  others 
thofe  graces,  which  it  hath  poured  down 
with  fuch  rich  profulion  upon  ourfelves. 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  our  better  hopes ; 
and  leave  the  nations,  which  are  involved 
in  heathen  ignorance,  to  the  fure,  though 
uncovenanted  mercies  of  their  God. 

All  this,  it  may  be  faid,  is  the  language 
of  reafon  ;  but  is  it  the  language  of  the  fcrip- 
tures  ? 

Hear  then  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  "  in- 
dignation and  wrath  ;  tribulation  and  an- 
guish upon  every  foul  of  man  that  doeth 
evil  i  of  the  jew  firft,  and  alfo  of  the  gentile  : 
but  gloi-y,  honour,  and  peace  to  every  man 
that    worketh   good,  to    the  jev/  iiril:,  and 

alio 


(    9^    ) 

alfo  to  the  gentile ;  for  there  is  no  refpecft 
of  perfons  with  God."* 

But,  if  the  ahiiighty  refpedeth  not  the 
perfon  of  the  jew,  neither  will  he  refpe6tthe 
perfon  of  the  chriflian.  Thou  compared 
with  the  heathen,  art  now  in  the  fame  fitu- 
ation  with  the  jew  of  old.  Favourite  of 
heaven  !  tremble  at  the  prefent  bounty  of  thy 
God.  A  miftake,  founded  originally  on 
uncharitablenefs  and  pride,  has  been  un- 
happily fupported  by  the  political  eftabliih- 
ments  of  every  chriftian  country.  People, 
obferving  that  certain  privileges  and  emolu- 
ments are  granted  exclufively  to  the  pro- 
felTors  of  a  particular  faith,  in  confequenceof 
fuch  profeiTion,  are  too  apt  to  forget,  that  It 
is  only  in  this  world  that  fuch  diftindions  are 
allov/ed.  Piety  and  virtue  are  the  only  re- 
commendations to  our  creator's  favour:  they 
form  the  fole  diftindion,  in  the  courts  of 
heaven. 

Ignorance,  then,  is  not  culpable  where 
it  is  invincible ;  nor  is  knowledge  praife- 
worthy,  except  in  proportion  to  the  labour 

fpent 

*  Romans   ii,  8,  9.  10,  ir; 
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fpent  in  its  acquirement,  and  the  beneficent 
purpofes  to  which  it  is  diredled. 

The  herds  and  flocks  which  graze  upon 
thy  paftures,  enjoy  their  fhare  of  happinefs 
with  calm  content :  they  neither  tnvj  the 
more  rational  enjoyments,  nor  are  refponfi- 
ble  for  the  fuperior  advantages,  and  more 
fplendid  ftation  of  their  lord^  The  unen- 
lightened Indian,  the  objedt  of  thy  proud 
compafiion,  may  do  more  than  this ;  it  may 
be,  he  rejoices  that  he  is  acquainted,  nei- 
ther with  the  faith,  nor  the  crimes  of  chrif- 
tian  men.  And,  it  may  be,  with  reafon  that 
he  rejoices ;  for  unlefs  the  tenor  of  thy  life 
fhall  exadly  correfpond  with  the  degree  of 
knowledge  which  heaven  hath  afforded  thee, 
thy  fate  fhall  be  worfe  than  his. 

The  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  therefore, 

'  is  like  the  reft  of  the  gifts  of  heaven,  much 

to  be  prized,  and  carefully  to  be  improved  : 

but,   if  negledted,  it  mufl  turn  to  our  con- 

fufion. 

In  the  Indulgence  of  the  primary  poweis 

and  capacities  of  man  -,  in   the   advantages 

arifmg  from  our  birth  in  a  ehrifrian  country, 

we  have  reafon  to  blefs  our  creator's  bounty, 

IL  H  in 
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m  being  thus  furnifhed  with  the  means  of 
acquiring  happinef'i :  but  the  ad:ual  acquili- 
tion  of  it,  mud  depend  upon  ourfelves. 

The  different  powers  and  capacities  be- 
llowed upon  the  different  creatures  of  the 
almighty,  are  fubjed  to  no  other  rule  than 
his  own  good  pleafure  :  but,  with  refped; 
to  his  judgments,  the  cafe  is  widely  diffe- 
rent. Reward  and  punifliment  imply  pre- 
vious merit  and  demerit ;  they  imply  a  nice 
attention  to  the  circumftances  and  lituation 
of  the  objeftj.  to  the  degree  of  knowledge, 
the  violence  of  the  temptation,  and  to  in- 
numerable other  particulars,  which,  though 
they  efcape  the  notice  of  an  earthly  tribunal, 
are  minutely  recorded  in  the  book  of  heaven. 
Scripture,  holy  fcripture,  always  confident 
with  right  reafon  and  itfelf,  reprefents  all 
nations  and  kindreds  of  men  as  (landing  be- 
fore the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift.  Every 
plea,  which  can  be  urged  in  alleviation  of  a 
departure  from  the  rules  of  righteoufnefs,  will 
there  be  admitted  j  and,  every  circumftancc, 
which  has  aggravated  the  guilt  of  the  of- 
fender, will  aggravate  his  condemnation. 
Kow  much  foever,  therefore,  the  courfe  of 

justice 
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juftice  upon  earth  may  be  oppofed  by  vio- 
lence, or  corrupted  by  deceit,  in  heaven  it 
flows  with  an  uninterrupted  and  unjfullied 
ftream ;  and  happinefs  will  ever  be  the  fruit 
of  true  defert. 

Know  then  all  thou  canft,  but  forget  not 
to  pradife  according  as  thou  knov/eft  ^  for, 
in  proportion  to  the  improvement  of  thy 
powers  and  capacities  of  adion,  fliall  be  the 
future  mercies  of  thy  omnifcient  judge. 

The  name  of  chriilian  is  honourable  i 
honourable  alfo  is  the  name  of  man  ;  im- 
prove thy  natural  abilities ;  improve  thy 
chriflian  privileges;  and  great  and  happy 
fliall  be  thy  lot.  Thou  now  art  elevated 
above  the  beafts  that  perifli ;  thou  flialt  rife 
in  glory  to  the  condition  of  angels,  which 
incircle  the  throne  of  the  ever  blelTed  God. 
But,  v/ill  the  fame  virtues  which  are  re- 
quired of  thechriftian,  be  accepted  alfo  with 
equal  complacency  from  the  jew,  the  turk, 
the  heathen,  the  infidel  ?  Abundant  reafon 
have  we  to  conclude  fo  from  this  lingle  con- 
lideration,  that  in  every  inftance  of  divine 
communication,  under  every  period  of  the 

H  2  divine 
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divine  oeconomy,    fuch  virtues  arc   invari- 
ably and  emphatically  injoined. 

For  **  what  doth  the  lord  require  of  thee?" 
faith  the  prophet  Micah.*  "  What  doth  the 
lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  juftly,  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God?" 

It  is  the  advice  of  Solomon,  to  **  fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments  j  for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man."-)'  It  is  the  aflertlon  of 
one  greater  than  Solomon :  for  **  when  a  cer- 
tain lav/yer  flood  up,  and  tempted  Jefus,  fay- 
ing, Mailer,  what  fliall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal 
life  ?  he  faid  unto  him,  what  is  written  in 
the  law  ?  how  readefl  thou  ?  And  he,  anfwer- 
ing,  faid,  thou  flialtlove  the  lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul, 
and  with  all  thy  ftrength,  and  with  all  thy 
mind  j  and  thy  neighbour,  as  thyfelf.  And 
he  faid  unto  him,  thou  hafi:  anfvvered  right : 
this  do,  and  thou  fliall  live.  J  And,  by  a 
prad^ice  conformable  to  this  deciiion,  he  ap- 
proved himfelf  the  faviour  of  the  world. 

Loft 

*  MIcah  vi.   8.  f  Eccles  xii.   13. 

X  Luke  X.  25,  26,  27,  28. 
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Loft  in  perpetual  uncertainties  and  doubts, 
diftratted  with  the  various  purfuits  of  an 
happinefs,  which  cannot  be  obtained  in  thefe 
tranfitory  fcenes,  the  fons  of  men  long  wan- 
dered comfortlefs,  and  defponding,  in  the 
night  of  error  -,  feduced  by  each  alluring 
form  of  vice  and  immorality ;  a  prey  to  me- 
lancholy and  defpair :  but,  when  the  fun  of 
righteoufnefs  arofe,  the  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance every  where  retired  before  its  invigo- 
rating ray.  Man,  inftruded  by  the  facred 
leflbns  of  celeftial  wifdom,  engaged  with 
induftry  and  ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue; 
and  the  afturance  afforded  in  the  gofpel,  that 
the  almighty  being,  who  firft  created  us, 
and  breathed  into  us  the  breath  of  life, 
will  re-animate  each  nobler  faculty  of  the 
foul,  though  flumbering  in  the  duft,  gave 
a  ftrength  and  efficacy  to  the  exhortations 
of  his  beloved  fon,  which  demonftrated  his 
title  to  the  chara<fler  of  the  faviour  and  re- 
deemer of  mankind. 

Upon  fuch  authorities,  then,    I  will  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  it  to  be  an  immutable, 

H  3  and 
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and  eternal  truth,  that  virtue,  under  every 
difpenfation,  hath  the  promife  of  our  crea- 
tor's favour. 

It  hath  been  ufual,  indeed,    to   declaim 
much  upon  the  eifeds  which  the  fall  of 
Adam  hath  had  upon  the  reafon  of  our  fpe- 
cies.     But,   if  we  are  to  beUeve  that  man 
**  has  no  power  to  do  good  works,  pleafant 
and  acceptable  to  God,  without  the  grace  of 
God,  by  Chrift,  preventing  us,"  *  to  what 
purpofe  have  they  been  required  under  dif- 
penfations  fo  long  antecedent   to   Chrift's 
coming ;  and  why  are  they  ftill  required  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  laws  of  his  gofpel  have 
not  yet  been  publiflied  ?  -f-    if  **  man  be  of 
his  own  nature  inclined  to  evil,  fo  that  the 
Befh  lufteth  always  contrary  to  the  fph-it,"  J 
one  of  the  ftrongefl;  inducements  to  a  courfe 
of  virtue  -,  an  inducement,  which  arifes  from 
the  pleafure,  the  joy,  the  tranfport  of  an 
approving  confcience,  is  intlrely  deftroyed. 
For  confcience  is  a  word  without  a  mean- 
ing, unlefs  we  are  perfuaded,   that  what  is 

approved 

*  Article  X.  f  Pvom.  ii.  6— 16. 

J  Article  ix. 
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approved  by  our  reafon,  will  be  accepted  by 
our  God. 

The  man,  therefore,  who.  In  all  the  re- 
lations and  circumftances  of  life,  labours  to 
perform  ajult  and  honourable  part;  who  is 
punctual  in  all  his  dealings,  placable  to  his 
adverfaries,  and  beneficent  to  the  extent  of 
his  capacity  and  power;  who  humbles  him- 
felf  in  the  fight  of  his  heavenly  father ;  who 
looks  up  to  him  for  afilfiance,  in  every 
difficulty  and  diitrefs ;  and  fiudies  to  tranf- 
fer  into  his  heart  the  benevolent  and  opera- 
tive principles  of  the  gofpel,  will  infallibly 
be  accepted  by  him,  whatever  be  the  num- 
ber, or  the  nature  of  the  dodlrines,  which 
he  profefies  in  his  creed.  Although  differ- 
ing from  all  mankind  with  refped  to  points 
called  fundamentals  in  religion;  although 
excluded  from  the  community  of  every 
church  upon  the  habitable  globe,  he  will 
be  a  church  to  himfelf ;  and,  if  ever  zea- 
lous to  improve  in  the  prad:ice  of  each  di- 
vine and  focial  duty,  he  will  rife  to  the  pof- 
fellion  of  the  mofi:  perfeifl  happinefs  which 
human  nature  is  capable  of  receiving,  from 

H  4  the 
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the  unbounded  benignity  of  the  unlverfal 
parent. 

It  is  the  plaftic  hand  of  that  unlverfal  pa- 
tent which  hath  worked  into  our  conftitu- 
tion  the  iineft  feeHngs  of  humanity.  Let 
us  obey  their  influence  in  every  a(5t  of  life ; 
the  errors  of  our  judgment  Ihall  pafs  unno- 
ticed before  his  high  tribunal.  Veneration 
for  that  mighty  being,  whofe  creative  word 
iirfl:  formed  us  from  the  duil  of  earth,  whofe 
providential  arm  fupports  our  fteps,  is  cer- 
tainly the  firft  and  greateft  of  all  human 
duties,  as  it  is  one  of  the  firfl  emotions 
which  aifed:  the  mind  of  a  rational  and  de- 
pendent creature. 

The  aifedions  of  a  father,  brother, 
friend,  are  affe6lions  of  our  common  na- 
ture. They  are  not  the  growth  of  any  par- 
ticular foil  or  climate,  more  kindly  than 
the  reft.  The  God  who  fowed  thefe  feeds 
of  virtue  in  our  breafls,  fliall,  therefore, 
blefs  the  increafe,  under  whatever  profef- 
lion  of  faith  it  may  have  been  matured. 

If  there  be  a  religion  upon  earth  which 
God  detefcs,  it  muft  be  the  religion  from 
which  we  profefs  to  have  reformed :    be- 

caufe 
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caufe  it  Is  a  religion  founded  upon  inhu* 
manity,  and  ereded  in  oppofition  to  the 
common  rights  of  men. 

The  religion  which  God  requireth  of  all, 
is  a  religion  at  once  fimple,  and  pure: 
it  fpeaketh  an  "  uniform  language  unto 
all  nations.  It  is  intelligible  to  every  fen- 
fible  being.  It  is  not  furrounded  by  fha- 
dows  and  myflerles ;  it  is  clear,  it  is  en- 
graved on  every  heart,  in  indelible  charac- 
ters. Its  decrees  are  fecure  from  the  re- 
volutions of  empire,  the  injuries  of  time, 
and  the  caprice  of  cuflom.  Every  virtuous 
man  is  its  prieft;  errors  and  vices  are  its 
viiftims;  the  univerfe  its  altar  -,  and  God  the 
only  divinity  it  adores.  Morality  is  the 
fum  and  fubftance  of  this  religion.  When 
we  are  rational,  we  are  pious ;  when  we  are 
ufeful,  we  are  virtuous ;  when  we  are  bene- 
volent, we  are  righteous  and  juft." 

Learn,  therefore,  to  confider  ads  of  piety, 
humanity,  and  juflice,  as  of  the  highefl 
confequence  to  thy  well-being;  they  are 
adls  approved  both  by  God  and  man ;  they 
conftitute  the  dignity,  the  ornament  of  thy 
nature;  they  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  a 
lively  faith  in  the  promifes  of  the  golpel : 

but 
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but,  wherever  fcund,  their  memorial  rnall 
never  be  forgotten. 

If  a  fuperior  knov/ledge  of  thy  duty  ;  if  a 
clearer  profped  of  thy  great  reward ;  if  the 
bright  example  of  thy  faviour,  be  in  thee  pro- 
ductive of  a  purer  life,  rejoice  in  the  name 
of  chridian  ;  thou  haft  reafon  for  thy  joy. 
But,  let  the  words  o^  the  apofile  alfo  be  im- 
printed on  thy  mindi  let  them  animate  thee 
to  evcrv  ufeful  virtuer  at  the  fime  time  that 
they  confound  thy  pride:  "  God  is  no  refpec- 
ter  of  perfons;  but,  in  every  nation^  he  that 
feareth  him,  and  woiketh  righteoufnefs,  is 
accepted  with  him." 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlafilng 
God,  be  afcribed  all  might,  power,  ma- 
jefty,  and  dominion,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord ! 


VL 
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PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
CAMBRIDGE,   SUNDAY,    DECEMBER    27, 

■  1772. 


ACTS   XV.    10, 

**  NOW,  THEREFORE,  WHY  TEMPT  YE 
GOD,  TO  PUT  A  YOKE  UPON  THE  NECKS 
OF  THE  DISCIPLES,  WHICH  NEITHER 
OUR  FATHERS  NOR  WE  WERE  ABLE  TO 
BEAR  ?"* 

It  hath  frequently  been  obferved,  with 
refpedt  to  civil  laws,  that  fuch  as  are  enabled 
in  oppofition  to  the  prevaling  difpofition, 
fentiments,    and  manners  of  a  people,    in- 

ftead 

[*  The  editor  is  aware,  that  by  much  the  greater  part 
of  the  following  fermon  will  be  found  in  the  fourth, 
eighth,  and  fourteenth  numbers  of  "  Every  mari  his 
own  prieft, "  re-printed  in  the  third  volume  of  the  pre- 
fent  work.  But  it  is  conceived,  that  the  argument  is 
more  conne(3:ed,  and,  confequently,  more  forcibly  ftated 
in  the  fermon,  than  in  the  detached  papers  above  re- 
ferred 
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/lead  of  operating  according  to  the  delign  of 
the  legiflator,  are  themfelves  more  likely  to 
give  way  to  the  impulfe  of  thofe  paflions 
which  they  were  intended  to  retrain. 

This  obfervation  ftrikes  us  with  double 
force,  when  we  confider  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
religious  inftitutions,  which,  eftablifhed  on 
the  ruins  of  right  reafon,  oppofe  themfelves  at 
the  fame  time  to  every  privilege  of  nature,  and 
fociety;  and  inculcate  a  pradtice,  repugnant 
to  the  befl  emotions  of  the  human  mind. 

But  thofe  inftitutions,  whether  of  a  civil, 

or 

ferred  to.  This  circumflance,  added  to  the  remem- 
brance of  the  converfation  it  occafioned  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  at  the  time  it  was  preached,  feemcd 
to  require  its  publication  in  its  original  form.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  the  editor  did  not  think  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  cancel  thofe  papers,  in  which  fo  much  of  it 
was  afterwards  given  to  the  public,  as  fuch  omiffion 
would  have  interfered  in  the  regular  feries  of  their  pub- 
lication. And,  befides,  from  this  very  fail,  he  is  en- 
abled to  prove,  what  from  his  own  obfervation  he  knows 
to  be  true,  that  the  eflays  which  our  author  fo  frequently 
fent  to  the  public  prints  of  this  time,  with  whatever 
facility  and  promptitude  they  were  compofed,  were  in 
their  matter,  the  refult  of  refledion  and  ftudy. 

Something  fimilar  might  have  been  obferved  of  part 
of  the  fecond  fermon,  but  the  occafion  did  not  appear  to 
require  particular  notice. J 
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or  religious  nature,  which  breathe  a  fpirit 
friendly  to  the  interefls  of  fociety,  to  the 
intereft  of  man ;  which  inculcate  principles 
fweetly  refponlive  to  the  voice  of  reafon, 
and  harmonioully  confenting  with  the  foetal 
movements  of  the  foul,  we  accept  with  wil- 
ling hearts,  and  bow  without  reludiance  to 
their  juft  and  generous  fway. 

Refifllefs,  therefore,  may  we  reafonably 
expedt,  will  be  the  progrefs  of  the  religion 
of  the  gofpel  in  that  day,  when  every  im- 
pediment {hall  be  removed,  which  at  pre* 
fent  obflrucfls  our  view,  and  conceals  from 
our  inquiry  the  proper  value  of  her  pre- 
cepts, and  the  fupreme  authority  of  her  com- 
mands. More  refplendent  in  her  own  na- 
tive purity,  than  in  the  falfe,  faditious  luftre 
of  human  decorations,  fhe  then  fliall  wide- 
ly diiFufe  her  calm  and  fteady  light :  the 
{hades  of  ignorance  and  vice  fhall  be  difpel- 
led  :  and  every  form  and  phantom,  which 
fuperftition  and  enthufiafm  have  called  up, 
{hall  gradually  retire  from  the  majefty  of 
her  pretence,  or  be  at  once  extinguidied  in 
the  effulgence  of  her  everlafting  glory. 

A  firm  belief  in  the  truths  of  chriflianity, 

as 


as  exhibited  In  the  fcriptures,  leads,  by  a  na- 
tural and  eafy  progrefs,  to  jufl  and  honourable 
principles,  to  a  juft  and  honourable  practice ; 
and,  particularly  conduces  to  the  generation 
and  fupport  of  that  noble  independency  of 
fpirit,  on  which  each  great  and  truly  patri- 
otic virtue  refls,  liable  indeed  to  be  aflailed 
by  the  winds  and  waves,  but  like  the  houfe 
upon  a  rock,  to  be  afTailed  in  vain.  - 

The  refloration,  therefore,  of  the  word 
of  God  to  that  fupremacy,  which  it  fo  juflly 
claims  above  the  precarious  traditions  of  fal- 
lible men,  mediately  tends  to  the  produc- 
tion of  each  public  virtue,  and  the  .  lafting 
eftabliiliment  of  thofe  conflitutional  privi- 
leges, which,  as  engliilimen,  it  is  our  duty 
to  revere. 

But,  however  intimate  the  connexion 
may  appear,  betv/een  religious  knowledge 
and  the  public  welfare  j  it  has  been  fre- 
quently infinuated,  and  fometimes  openly 
aflerted,  that  the  abolition  of  fubfcription  to 
fyftematical  confeiTions  of  faith  and  dodlrine, 
is  a  meafure,  which,  were  it  adopted  by  the 
rulinp^  powers,  would  immediately  lead  to 
the  annihilation  of  all  religious    principle 

in 
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in  the  people,  and  probably  end  in  the  fub^ 
verfion  of  the  ftate  itfelf.* 

On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  rnauitamed, 
by  authorities  no  lefs  refpedable,  -f-  that  the 
fubilitution  of  a  general  fubfcription  to  the 
truth  of  chrillianity,  as  contained  in  the 
fcriptures,  in  the  place  of  a  fubfcription  to 
thofe  antiquated  formularies,  which  are  now 
almoft  univerfcdly  fuppofed  to  hold  forth  a 
falfereprt'^ntation  of  the  gofpel,  would,  by 
unfettering  the  minds  of  men,  lead  to  a  more 
accurate  inveftigation,  and  more  pradical 
knowledge  of  the  faving  words  of  truth  ; 
and  thus  add  to  the  flability  of  kingdoms, 
and  the  happinefs  of  the  individuals  who 
comp ofe  them, 

•  A  repugnance,  fo  irreconcilable  between 
two  conclusions,  cannot  but  be  referred  to 
fome  repugnance,  no  lefs  irreconcilable,  be- 
tween the  premifes  from  which  they  are  de- 
duced ;  and  yet,  in  a  controverfy  which  has 
fo  long  agitated  the  paiTions  of  men,  one 
might  have  imagined,  that  firfl  principles  at 
ieaft,  were  fettled,  and  the  merits  of  the  quef- 

tioa 

*  See  *'  A  charge  delivered  in    the  year  1772,    by 
Thomas  Balguy,  D.D." 

t  See  "  The  coufeflional,"  &C5 
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tion,  by  this  time,  left  to  be  decided  by  found 
argument,  and  liberal  difcuffion.  But,  un- 
happily, this  is  not  the  fad.  We  ftill 
continue  to  lay  down  pofitions,  as  prejudice 
or  party  didtates ;  and  are  too  apt  to  fupport 
them  by  a  zeal  and  perfeverance,  defenfible 
only  in  thofe  cafes,  in  which  we  are  con- 
fcious  of  having  given  to  the  world,  un- 
queftionable  proofs  of  accuracy  of  invefli- 
gation,  and  fobriety  of  judgment. 

Since,  however,  in  confequence  of  thefe 
difcuffions,  the  attention  of  the  public  is  at 
length  called  to  the  queftion  concerning  the 
propriety  of  requiring  fubfcription  to  human 
articles  of  faith  and  dodrine  in  proteftant 
churches  ;*  it  will  not,  I  truft,  be  thought 
either  an  unfeafonable,  or  an  unintereiling 
fubjed  for  our  prefent  inquiry,  if,  with  a 
view  of  throwing  light  upon  thofe  principles, 
on  which  the  merits  of  this  important  con- 
troverfy  reft,  we  endeavour. 

In  the  firft  place,  to  explain  the  intrlnfic 
nature  andunalienableprivileges  of  a  chriftlaa 
church. 

And, 

*  By  the  petition  to  the  legiflature  for  the    aboli- 
tion of  fubfcriptipAc 
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And,  then,  proceed  to  the  confideration  ot 
thofe  rights  and  i  rivilegesof  chriftian  people, 
in  the  cafe  of  churches  eftablifhed  by  law. 

A  chriftian  church,  in  {\:ti^  propriety  of. 
fpeech,  fuggefts  to  us  no  other  idea  than 
that  of  an  alTembly  of  perfons  met  together 
in  the  name  of  Chrift,  with  an  avowed  in- 
tent of  worihipping  the  God  and  father  of 
mankind.*  It  may  eafily  be  colleded,  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  planting  of  the  gofpel, 
that  chriftian  churches,  at  their  firft  forma- 
tion, were  focieties  merely  voluntary.  And 
it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that,  whatever  defer- 
ence was  then  paid  to  the  primary  founders 
of  fuch  churches,  in  matters  of  difcipline 
and  worfhip,  limilar  fOcieties  muft:  nowfub- 
iift  by  the  aid  of  laws  and  regulations,  de- 
rived from  no  other  authority  than  the  con- 
fent  of  the  mem.bers  who  compofe  them. 

As  a  right  is,  undoubtedly,  vefted  in  the 

majority 

[*  "  Unto  the  church  of  God  which  Is  at  Corinth^ 
to  them  that  are  fandlified  in  Chrift  Jefus,  Called  to  be 
faints,  with  all  that  in  every  place,  are  called  by  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  curs. 
I  Cor.  i.  2.  See  Lindfey's  "  Two  DifTcrtations,"  p, 
p.  94 — 97.  See  alfo  Rom.  xvi.  5.  and  Colof.  iv*  15, 
where  fmgle  families,  aficmbled  for  the  purpofe  of  reli- 
gious worfliip,  are  confidered  as  churches,  Sic.  S;c.] 

11,  i 
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majority  of  fuch  fociety  to  expel  thoie  per- 
foiis,  vvhofe  condudl  is  not  regulated  by  an 
attention  to  its  laws  -,  fo  a  reciprocal  right 
is  evidently  referved,  to  every  fmgle  mem- 
ber, to  withdraw  himfelf  whenever  it  (liall 
appear  expedient  j  and  this  without  the  fub- 
tradiion  or  diminution  of  any  privilege,  dig- 
nity, or  emolument,  to  which  he  may  be 
entitled  as  a  fubjedl  of  the  civil  power. 

A  fociety,  thus  conftituted,  miay  decree 
whatever  rites  and  ceremonies  it  fhall  judge 
conducive  to  the  edification  of  its  members 
in  faith  and  love ;  but  cannot,  confiflently 
with  the  allegiance  every  member  is  under 
to  his  fpiritual  fovereign,  fubmit  to  the  in- 
troduction of  any  human  formulary  of  faith 
and  doflrine  whatfoever,  as  the  teft  of  found 
and  orthodox  belief.  And  this,  becaufe,  as 
chriftians,  w^e  acknowledge  the  rule  of  faith, 
and  the  rule  of  life  to  have  been  fully  and 
circumftantially  revealed  by  our  divine  in- 
ftrudor ;  and  to  be  now,  wdth  all  faithful- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity,  declared  to  us  in  the 
writings  of  fuch  of  his  followers,  as  w^ere 
immediately  delegated  by  himfelf,  to  convert 
mankind  to  an  obedience  to  his  laws. 

Chridian 
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Chriilian  churches  may,  unqucflionably, 
be  diflinguidied  from  each  other  by  varieties 
in  their  form  of  v/orfliip,  modes  of  difci- 
pline,  or  internal  polity.  The  church  of 
Corinth  may  adopt  rites  and  ceremonies, 
which  the  church  of  Ephefus  doth  not  ap- 
prove. But,  a  diverfity  of  dodrine,  even 
in  matters  which  have  frequently  been 
efleemed  fundamental,  can  never  be  de- 
monftrated  to  conlHtute,  either  in  vshole, 
or  in  part,  a  proper  ground  or  reafon  for 
this  diftincftion.  Every  individual  in  each 
of  thefe  focleties,  however  differing  in  {qiI' 
timent  from  his  brethren,  with  refpe(5t  to 
any  point  of  faith  exprefTed  in  humanly- 
devifed  formes  of  fpeech,  has  a  right  to  con- 
tinue in  communion  with  all  the  members 
of  his  own  particular  church  j*  may  be 
equally  a  member  of  Chriil's  catholic 
church ;  and,  if  found  obedient  to  the  moral 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  will,  hereafter,  be 
equally  entitled  to  his  faviour's  approbation, 
and  the  favourable  acceptance  of  his  God. 

I  2  The 

*  As  long  as  he  conforms  to  their  rules  and  ceremo- 
nies, he  certainly  has  a  right  to  continue,  as  well  as  a 
liberty  of  departing.  His  confcieijce  muil  determine 
when  the  fociety  becomes  too  corrupt^  or  contrary  so 
what  he  thinks  the  truth. 
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The  members  of  this  fociety  may  alfo  fet 
apart  whatever  portion  of  their  private  pa- 
trimony they  fhall  think  expedient,  for  the 
purpofe  of  engaging  perfons  to  officiate  in 
its  religious  worfliip.  And  it  is  obvious, 
that  fuch  fervice  may,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  fociety,  be  conduced  either  in  the  mode 
of  extemporary  prayer,  or  according  to  a 
pre-conceived  form. 

It  may  aho  appear  expedient,  in  fuch  a 
congregation,  to  allow  an  additional  provi- 
fion  for  the  appointment  of  a  perfon,  whofe 
office  it  fliall  be,  to  explain  the  meaning, 
and  to  recommend  the  pradice  of  God's 
written  word,  according  to  the  befl  of  his 
capacity  and  power. 

But,  for  fuch  a  fociety  to  require,  from 
its  teacher,  a  fubfcribed  declaration  of  his 
belief  in  any  formulary  of  man's  device, 
would  be  both  impious  and  unwife.  It 
would  be  impious,  inafmuch  as  it  would  be 
fubftituting  the  precarious  opinions  of  fal- 
lible men,  in  the  place  of  that  word,  which 
God  revealed.*  It  would  be  unwife,  inaf- 
much 

*  It  may  be  faid,  that  the  magiftrate  may  plead  con- 
fcience.  It  is  my  purpofe  only  to  fhow,  from  principles 
of  reafon  and  the  authority  of  fcripture  that,  that  con- 

fciencc 
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much  as  it  would  retrain  the  powers  of  the 
preacher  in  the  execution  of  his  duty ;  and 
deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  aftbrding 
to  his  conflituents  that  information  and  in- 
llrud:ion,  which  were  the  chief  reafons  of 
his  appointment  to  his  ufeful  and  important 
truft.  The  chriftian  and  proteilant  engage- 
ment in  the  ordination  of  priefts,  may  be 
oppofed  to  the  contrary  fubfcription  to  the 
thirty-fixth  canon ;  although  both  of  them 
are  made  at  the  fame  time,  and  as  a  neceffary 
qualification  to  the  fame  office  :  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  miniHer  would  fign,  with  one  hand, 
an  obligation  to  fludy  the  revealed  written 
word  of  God,  and  to  unfold  to  his  congre- 
gation every  important  dodirine,  every  fub- 
flantial  duty,  which,  in  his  own  apprehen- 
fion,  it  contains ;  and,  with  the  other,  he 
would  execute  a  bond,  whereby  he  engages. 
to  abide  by  the  interpretation  of  others  j  and 

I  3  ta 

fcience  will  be  an  erroneous  one ;  and,  in  fa£l,  to  be  vin- 
dicated only  upon  the  idea,  that  God  will  pardon  impiety 
and  idolatry,  when  a6ls  of  each  proceed  from  an  in- 
vincible ignorance.  God,  who  knoweth  the  heart, 
knoweth  when  to  pardon,  and  when  to  condemn,  but  it 
is  our  duty  to  explore,  and  to  declare,  that  which  ap- 
pears to  be  juft  and  right. 


{     ii8    ) 

t©  teach  his  congregation  nothing,  but  what 
they  underftood,  or  fuppofed  they  underflood, 
before  they  folicited  his  alTifl.^nce  or  advice. 
Before  I  enter  upon  my  fecond  inquiry 
into  the  rights  and  privileges  referved  to 
chriftian  people,  in  the  cafe  of  churches 
eflabiifhed  by  law,  I  mufl:  obferve,  that  all 
religious  alTemblies  whatfoevcr,  whether 
congregated  in  the  name  oi  Mofes,  the 
name  of  Jefus,  or  the  name  cf  Mahomet, 
have  an  equal  claim  to  be  protciied  by  the 
ilate.  The  right  of  v/orflapiring  our  crea- 
tor, in  that  form  and  manner  which  we 
ourfelves  approve,  is  a  right  with  which  we 
were  invefted,  previoully  to  the  formation 
of  the  focial  compadl  :*  upon  our  entrance 
into  fociety,  we  cannot,  without  impiety, 
refign  it.  A  fcronger  bond  than  that  of 
loyalty  to  a  temporal  monarch  fliould  re- 
train us.  We  already  are  fubjetfts  of  an- 
other fovereign ;  and  therefore  cannot,  for 
a  moment,  be  confenting  to  an  alienation  of 

our 

*  *'  I  have  long  looked  on  liberty  of  confcience  as 
one  of  the  rights  of  hunian  nature*antccedcnt  to  fociety.'^ 
Burnet  in  his  ''  Hift,  of  his  own  TimeSj" 
vol,  ji,  364*  fol,  edit. 
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our  fervice,  coniiflently  with  our  allegiance 
to  the  king  of  kings. 

1  refign,  indeed,  to  the  maglftrate  the 
power  of  avenging  thofe  temporal  wrongs 
which  I  fufFerfrom  men  oflikepaffions  with 
myfelf:  my  civil  liberty,  in  faifl,  depends 
upon  that  unrefervedfubmiffi  on,  which  I  owe, 
in  common  with  my  fellow  fubjeds,  to  thofe 
equal  laws,  v/hich,  without  refpedt  of  per- 
fons,  guard  my  property,  my  reputation, 
and  my  life.  But,  when  I  turn  my  views 
to  future  happinefs,  I  look  not  to  the  perfon 
of  the  magillrate  for  information ;  he  is  a 
weak,  frail,  ignorant,  erring  mortal,  like 
myfelf:  I  dired:  my  ardent,  folemn  fuppli- 
cations  to  the  tremendous  m.ajefly  of  heaven, 
and  humbly  confxde  in  that  word,  which  the 
almighty  hath  been  pleafed,  in  mercy,  to 
reveal  :  I  fearch  with  my  own  eyes,  and  my 
own  underftanding,  in  earnelT:  folicitude, 
for  that  truth,  in  the  difcovery  of  which,  I 
am  fo  immediately  and  fo  deeply  concerned. 
And,  as  the  power  of  the  greutell  monarch 
upon  earth  cannot  poffibly  deliver  me  from 
the  dominion  of  the  grave,  I  will,  in  religious 

I  4  matters. 
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matters,   bow  to  him  alone,   who  is  lord  of 
life  and  death. 

But  this  oriQ;inal  and  unalienable  rio;ht  of 

o  o 

every  individual  in  fociety  to  chufe  his  form, 
of  worihip,  precludes  not  the  public  infti- 
tution  of  religious  er'ablifliments  :  the  in- 
triniic  nature,  and  contingent  circumftances 
of  which,   I  iliall  now  confider. 

The  formation  of  a  religious  eliablifliment 
an  any  nation,  is  fubfequent  to  the  formation 
of  the  focial  compact,  and  owes  its  exlUence, 
folely  to  an  aft  of  the  legiflative  power. 

It  confifts,  in  the  appropriation  of  a  part 
of  the  public  treafure,  to  the  purpofe  of  de- 
fraying the  expenfes  of  the  public  worfliip.^ 

The  form  of  prayer,  the  rights  and  ordi- 
nances which  are  conne(5Led  with  it,  the 
manner  of  creating  the  various  orders  of  mi- 
nifters  who  officiate  in  the  fer\'ice,  together 
with  the  juft  extent  of  the  eccleliaftical  jurif- 
didion,  muft  alfo  be  fettled  and  defined,  at 

the  difcretion  of  the  flate.-l* 

But, 

*  The  minority  fhould  not  be  obliged  topay  for  doc- 
trines, not  ufefuf  to  the  ftate. 

f  In  order  to  prevent  miftalces,  I  would  be  under- 
ftood  to  mean,  that  this  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiclion,  as 
fettled  and  defined  by  the  flate,  fliCuld  confine  itielf  in- 

tircly 
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Bat,  the  form  of  public  worfhip,  efta- 
blifhed  by  this  authority,  ought  to  reft  upon 
the  broadeft  bafis.  Infomuch,  that  fhould 
there  be  a  country  in  which  jews,  mahome- 
tans,  and  chriftians  are  united  under  the 
fame  civil  government,  without  any  great 
inequality  of  numbers,  the  form  of  worfliip 
publicly  endowed,  fhould,  if  poflible,  befram- 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  comprehend  them 
ali;-f*  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  power  of 
reviling  and  correding  fuch  eftablifliment, 
according  to    the   improving  judgment    of 

ths 

tlrely  to  the  regulation  of  the  deportment  of  the  efta** 
biiflied  clergy.  The  coercive  jurifdi£lion  of  the  magiftrate 
in  religious  matters,  reaches  not  to  the  lay-members, 
even  of  his  own.  communion  j  much  lefs  to  thofe,  who 
diiTent  from  the  eftabliflied  form  of  public  worfhip.  With 
refpedt  to  fecurity  from  interruption  in  our  religious 
exerclfes,  all  focieties  have  the  fame  claim  to  protection, 
with  thofe  v^hich  are  eftablifhed  by  law, 

f  The  idea  is  not  {o  imprad^icable,  as  may  at  firfl 
be  thought.  Jews,  chriftians,  mahometans,  &c.  united 
under  the  fame  government,  and  the  fame  laws,  receive 
national  bleflings  :  why  fhould  they  not  unite  in  return- 
ing national  praife,  and  national  thankfgiving  ?  Secur- 
ing to  them,  however,  the  right  of  feparate  congrega- 
tions, if  they  are  defirous  of  making  their  acknowledge- 
ments for  any  other  thaq  national  concerns. 
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the  nation,  fliould  not  beforeclofed  by  fan- 
guinary  and  oppreffive  laws.  A  legal  and 
unlimited  permiffion,  (hould  be  granted  to 
the  profeflbrs  of  each  particular  religion, 
to  worihip  the  almighty  in  that  form  and 
manner,  which  is  more  peculiarly  pleafing 
to  themfelves,  referving  for  this  purpofe  a 
proportional  partof  the  public  fund  appro- 
priated to  the  religious  fervice  of  the  nation. 

In  a  country,  wherein  the  inhabitants  al- 
together, or,  for  the  moft  part,  profefs 
themfelves  believers  in  the  gofi  el,  the  mode 
of  public  worfliip  ihouL:  have  reloect  to  that 
revelation,  which  is  con  earned  in  the  gofpel; 
but  fhould  not  admit,  into  its  eitablilhed 
forms,  expreffions,  obvioufly  exclulive  of 
particular  feds,  profeffing  obedience  to  the 
fame  common  mafter. 

The  elfence  of  the  religious  eflablifliment 
confiding,  then,  in  a  prefcribed  mode  of 
public  worfhip  j  and,  in  an  appointment  out 
of  the  public  treafure,  for  the  provifion  of 
a  fet  of  minifters  to  officiate  therein,  it  ap- 
pears h"ghly  injurious  to  exclude  anyperfon,  I 
who  publicly  diffents  from  this  eftabliOiment, 

from 
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from  places  of  fecular  dignity  and  truft.'^ 
He  acquiefces  in  the  tax  impofed  by  the  voice 
of  the  majority,  for  the  fupport  of  the  re- 
ligious fervice  of  the  nation,  and  retains, 
therefore,  an  unqueilionable  right,  not  only 
of  worfhipping  God  agreeably  to  his  own  par- 
ticular perfuafion;  but,  alio,  of  rifing  to  the 
pofiefiion  of  every  temporal  advantage,  to 
which  his  acknowledged  merit,  or  the  favour 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  can  exalt  him. 

But,  although  this  eftablifliment  is  always 
to  be  coniidered,  as  in  ftridl  fubordination  to 
the  legiflative  power  of  the  kingdom  ^  yet 
there  are  fome  particular  fubjedts,  concern* 
ing  which,  it  becomes  legiflature  itfelf  to 
obferve  a  profound  and  awful  filence. 

A 

•  The  oath  of  allegiance,  though  taken  as  an  obli- 
gation of  fidelity  to  the  perfon  of  the  king,  fhould  be 
confidered  as  the  bond  which  conftitutes  the  citizen; 
Every  man  who  gives  a  full  confent  to  be  governed  by 
the  lav7s  in  all  temporal  matters,  has  an  undoubted  right, 
without  any  religious  tell:,  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  fub- 
jeft.  But,  as  fpirituals,  in  the  church  of  Rome,  imply 
temporals ;  the  papift  gives  but  half  a  temporal  fecurity, 
when  he  promifes  allegiance  to  another  ftate  j  and, 
therefore,  the  oath  of  fupremacy  is  miniftered  in  thefe 
kingdoms,  in  order  to  complete  the  oath  of  temporal 
allegianccc     No  other  fbould  be  demanded. 
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A  chrlillan  legiflature  cannot,  without 
liiipiety,  require  fubfcription,  in  any  in- 
ftance  v/hatfoever,  to  human  formularies 
of  faith  and  dodrine.  It  would  be  im- 
pious, as  we  before  obferved,  even  in  an 
independent  chriitian  churchy  to  impofe. 
fuch  a  condition  on  its  teachers  -,  ftill  more 
fo,  in  the  legiflature,  to  employ  its  force  hi 
giving  fandtion  to  fuch  decilions. 

A  proteftant  legiflature  is  flill  more  for- 
cibly prohibited  the  ufe  of  fuch  expedients.. 
Jt  is  the  criterion  of  protellantifm,  to  dif- 
claim  all  foreign  jurifdidion,  in  matters  of  a, 
religious  nature  j  and  all  human  authurity,. 
in  controverfies  of  faith.  Nor  can  a  legif- 
lature, v/hich  profefles  to  ad:  upon  proteflant 
principles,  without  the  added  imputation  of 
notorious  inconfiilency,  require  fuch  fub- 
fcription from  thofe  who  do,  much  lefs 
from  thofe,,  who  do  not,  approve  the  efta- 
blifhed  difcipline  and  worfhip. 

But,  fubfcription  to  human  formularies  oF 
faith  and   dodrine,  exclufively  of  the  im^ 
piety  of  fuch  requifition,  exclufively  of  its 
inconfiflency,  with   the  eflential   rights   of 
proteftants,  is  exceptionable  for  other  rea- 

fons. 
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fons,  even  in  independent  affemblies  o^ 
chriftian  people  ;  but,  flill  more  exception-^ 
able,  if  fuch  fubfcription  be  demanded, 
either  of  the  laity  or  the  clergy,  in  a  na- 
tional church. 

It  is  polTible,  though  not  probable,  that 
the  members  of  one  particular  aifembly 
may,  for  fome  Ihort  fpace  of  time,  agree 
in  a  form  of  dodrine,  which  accurately  ex- 
hibits a  real  confeflion  of  their  f  lith.  But, 
in  the  cafe  of  a  national  church,  wherein 
the  number  of  perfons,  differing  from  each 
other  in  the  circumftances  of  natural  and 
acquired  abilities,  is  proportionably  aug- 
mented, it  is  morally  impoffible,  that  an 
explanatory  confefhon  of  faith  can  be  drawn 
up  in  terms  fo  fimple,  as  accurately  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  all  its  members. 
And  yet,  where  this  is  not  effeded,  the 
eftabliihment  of  a  formulary  fails  of  its 
avowed  defign.* 

When 

[•  The  intention  of  the  thirty-nine  articles,  "  to 
avoid  diverfity  of  opinion,  and  to  eftablifh  confent 
touching  true  religion,"  is  too  plainly  declared  in  the 
very  title,  and  too  pofitively  recognifed  in  the  aft  of 

uniformity. 
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when  metaphylical  refinements,  when 
fcholaftic  differences  and  diftinaiions,  enter 
into  the  contexture  of  fuch  confeffions ;  to 

contend 

uniformity,  to  allow  any  force  to  the  popular  plea  of 
latitude  of  interpretation. 

The  inference  which  is  drawn,  In  his  majefty's  de- 
claration, from  the  "  moft  willing  fubfcription  of  all 
the  clergy  in  the  realm,"  is  natural  and  fair ;  and,  in 
the  apprehenfion  of  common  fenfe,  will  always  be  un- 
derftood  as  an  argument,  that  they  all  agree  in  the  true, 
ufual,  and  literal  meaning  of  the  faid  articles,  and  look 
upon  themfelves  as  bound,  neither  "  to  print  or  preach, 
or  to  draw  the  articles  afide  any  way  ;  but  to  fubmit  to 
them  in  the  plain  and  full  meaning  thereof,  in  the  literal 
and  grammatical  fenfe." 

It  is  in  vain  to  urge,  as  Mr.  archdeacon  Paley  has 
done,  the  unreafonablenefs  of  fuppofing  "  the  legifla- 
ture  expelled  the  confent  of  ten  thoufand  men,  and  that 
in  perpetual  fuccefllon,  not  to  one  controverted  propo- 
fition,  but  to  many  hundreds."  (See  his  Principles  of 
moral  and  political  philofophy.  b.  iii.  p.  i.  §.  22.) 
The  preceding  declarations  are  proofs  that  it  did ;  and 
the  charge  of  unreafonablenefs  only  recoils  on  thofe,  who 
ftill  fufter  fuch  a  teft  to  remain  j  or,  who  fancy  that  they 
c^n  fubmit  to  it,  without  incurring  the  fufpicions  of 
their  good  faith  in  this  point,  which  the  author  la- 
meats  fhould  fo  generally  prevail. 

But  Mr.  Paley's  cafuiflry,  in  his  chapter  on  "  fub- 
fcription to  articles  of  religion,"  is  beft  anfwered  by  his 
own  reafouing  in  that  **  of  religious  eftablifhments. 
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contend  for  the  impolition  of  them,  **  fof 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  of  diverfities  of  opi- 
nion,  and  of  eftablifhing  confen?  touching 

true 

and  of  toleration."  In  the  former,  he  feems  to  betray 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  in  the  difplay  of  a  very  feeble  apo- 
logy ;  in  the  latter,  he  refumes  fcmewhat  more  of  his 
chriftian  liberty,  and  recolledls  the  principles  of  his 
proteftant  faith. — '*  Although,"  fays  he,  "  fome  piir- 
pofes  of  order  and  tranquility  may  be  anfwered  by  the 
eflablifhment  of  creeds  and  confeffions  ;  yet  they  are  at 
all  times  attended  with  ferious  inconveniences.  They 
check  Inquiry  J  they  violate  liberty  j  they  enfnare  the 
confciences  of  the  clergy  by  holding  out  temptations  to 
prevarication  :  however,  they  may  exprefs  the  perfua- 
fion,  or  be  accommodated  to  the  controverfies  or  to  the 
fears  of  the  age,  in  v/hich  they  are  compofed,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  and  by  reafon  of  the  changes  which  are 
wont  to  take  place  in  the  judgment  of  mankind  upon 
religious  fubje^ts,  they  come  at  length  tocontradidl  the 
a£lual  opinions  of  the  church,  whofe  dodlrines  they  pro- 
fefs  to  contain  ;  and  they  often  perpetuate  the  profcrip- 
tion  of  fedts  and  tenets,  from  which  any  danger  has 
long  cea fed  to  be  apprehended.''' 

With  thefe  objeclions,  it  is  in  vain  to  plead  the  mo- 
rality or  utility  of  continuing  fuch  fubfcriptions  to  hu- 
man explications  of  the  fcriptures.  Among  other  fe- 
rious inconveniences  here  recited,  we  have  heard  of  the 
lamentations  of  fome,  who,  while  they  continued  mem- 
bers of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  apologized  for  her 
impofitions,  have  been  wont,  very  feelingly  and  inge- 
nuoufly,  to  declare,  they  *'  could  not  afford  to  keep  a 
confcience."] 
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true  religion,  would  be  to  infult  the  coiil- 
men  fcnfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 

If  fubfcription  to  fuch  a  formulary  be  re- 
quired of  the  clergy,  is  there  not  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  fahhood  or  pre- 
varication, avowed  or  fecret  infidelity,  may 
be  imputed  to  that  orders  and,  the  melan- 
choly effeds  foon  become  too  vifible  in  the 
increafmg  difTipation,  and  profligacy  of  m.an- 
ners,  in  all  ranks  of  people  ?  * 

If  there  be  yet  a  fituation,  in  which  thefe 
requifitions  are  ftilU  more  peculiarly  unjuf- 
tifiable  than  in  any  other,  it  is  in  thofe 
places  which  are  fet  apart  for  the.  purpofes 
of  found  learning,  ingenuous  m^anners,  and 
religious  education. -f* 

Indeed,  it  appears  fcarcely  pofTible  to 
conceive,  that  the  impofition  of  academical 
fubfcription  can  be  defended,  for  a  moment, 
upon  any  principles  of  reafon  or  utility.  It 
evidently  tends  to  taint  the  native  honour  of 
ingenuous  youth ;  to  render  the  mind  fami- 
liar 

*-  See  Hartley's.  "  Obfervations  on  man,"    vol.  ii.. 

P-  351— 35B. 

[  t  Concerning  academical  fubfcription;  fee  the  four 
letters  of  "  Paulinus,"  addreffcd   to  the  gentlemen   of 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  vol.  i.  p.  182—216.  and 
No,  xii.   of  "  Every  man  his  ov/n  pried."  vol.  iii. 
p.  221 — 232. J 
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liar  to  die  pradlice  of  unconvinced  ailent ) 
and  fubjedls  thefe  feats  of  elegant  and  ufeful 
iiterature  to  the  charge  of  maintaining  illi- 
beral and  exclulive  principles,  unknown  even 
in  ftates  wherein  religious  defpotifm,  and 
the  intolerant  fpirit  moft  prevail.  The 
continuation  of  this  impofition,  upon  per- 
fons  who  receive  no  emoluments  whatevef 
from  the  eflabli(l:!ment ;  and,  who,  for  a 
long  courfe  of  years,  have  approved  them- 
felves  the  bed  of  fubjetts,  muft  be  con- 
fidered,  (after  a  re(]^e6tful  application  has 
been  made  for  its  removal,)  as  proceeding 
from  a  defire  of  exercifmg  an  unjuftifiable 
dominion  over  the  confciences  of  chriflians  ; 
and,  eventually,  may  be  produdive  of  danger 
to  the  conilitutiGn,  boili  in  church  and 
Hate.* 

Hear  then    the   conclufion  of  the  whole 

matter 

[*  The  author  laboured  to  promote  a  further  ap- 
plication of  the  proteftant  diflenters  for  an  enlargement 
of  their  religious  liberty;  not  only  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  all  fubfcription  to  articles  of  faith,  but  to 
the  repeal  of  the  teft  aS:^  and  all  penal  laws  in  reli- 
gious matters.  Fie  alfo  juftly  confidered  them  entitled 
to  the  ufe  of  a  marriage  ceremony,  agreeably  to  their 
own  principles.] 

II.  K 
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tnatter.  Public  virtue,  public  honour,  and 
a  vital  religion  founded  upon  the  fcrlptures 
and  embraced  with  fervour,  unqueftionably 
tend,  as  I  before  obferved,  to  promote  the 
public  welfare;  and  form  a  permanent  foun- 
dation for  the  real  glory  of  a  ftate. 

A  mcafare,  therefore,  which  removes  ob- 
flrudlions  to  the  unlverfal  prevalence  of 
the  pure  and  unadulterated  faith  of  Chrlll, 
and  to  the  pradtlce  of  every  gofpel-virtue, 
inllead  of  bein^  reorefented  as  deilrudlve  of 
the  eftabllfhment,  and  as  neceflarily  leading 
to  the  fubverfion  of  the  ilate,  ought  in  right 
reafon  to  be  promoted  by  every  friend  to  his 
religion  and  his  country,  as  likely  to  bepro- 
dudtive  of  the  moil  falutary  confequences  to 
public  utility,  and  to  public  peace. 

As  a  mode  of  producing  the  moft  bene- 
ficial effects,  both  to  individuals  and  the  com- 
munity at  large,  the  advantage  of  a  national 
eftabllfliment  (meaning  thereby  a  decent  pro- 
vifion  for  a  national  clergy,  bound  by  the 
moil:  folemn  engagements  to  execute  the  Im- 
portant truft  repofed  in  them  by  the  people) 
is  moll  ftrenuouily  maintained  and  infifted 
tipon ;  a  truft,   which,    by  its  very  nature, 

calls 


(13^) 

Calls  upon  that  clergy  to  preach  the  pure,' 
unmixed,  uncorrupted  word  of  God,  as  well 
as  to  adorn  the  profeffion,  by  a  vifible  dif- 
play  of  every  divine  and  focial  virtue, — "a 
truft,  therefore,  which  cannot  but  be  ma- 
terially impaired  by  the  obligation  to  fub- 
fcribe  their  unfeigned  aflent  to  a  feries  of 
articles,  the  dodtrines  of  v^hich,  (from  the 
popular  modes  of  vindicating  fubfcription) 
they  are  fuppofed  almoft  generally  to  dif- 
claim." 

When  the  magiflrate  has  confented  to  the 
eftablifliment  of  a  legal  provilion  for  an  order 
of  men,  appointed  to  minifter  in  the  congre- 
gation of  chriftians,  according  to  a  ftated 
form  of  prayer  -,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
the  people,  he  has  done  his  part :  more  he 
Ihould  not  prefume  to  do. 

And  it  is  thy  duty,  O  man,  whatever  be 
thy  ftation,  if  with  a  fafe  confcience  thou 
canfl  be  prefent  at  the  ceremonial  in  vt^hich 
they  minifter,  to  attend  to  their  inilrudive 
voice  :  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  full  af- 
furance  that  then  only  thou  canft  enjoy  the 
expedred  fruits  of  thy  attendance,  when  thy 
condudt  is  fwayed  by  principles,  which  thy 

■K  2  own. 
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own,  and  not  another's  judgment  fhali  ap- 
prove. 

If  thou  acknowledgefl  the  gofpel  to  be 
the  word  of  that  God,  who  is  the  creator  of 
the  world,  and  the  lord  of  all  that  it  inha- 
bit, whatever  be  thy  fentiments  with  refpedt 
to  the  nature  of  the  perfon  he  hath  fent,  thy 
faith  is  found  ;  thy  acceptance  refls  upon 
thy  unreferved  obedience  to  this  v/ord. 

If,  moreover,  thou  livefl  in  a  country 
where  the  eil:abrifhed  minifters  of  religion  are 
bound  by  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  laws  to  declare  that  word  in 
its  primaeval  purity,  to  the  heft  of  their  ca- 
pacity and  power ;  thou  haft  reafon  to  re- 
joice in  the  circumftances  of  thy  lot. 

But,  let  not  any  one  of  my  hearers  indulge 
the  fond  delufion,  that  he  now  enjoys  this 
privilege,  in  confequence  of  his  comm^union 
with  the  church  of  England.  For,  by  the 
laws  requiring  fubfcription  to  human  formu- 
laries of  faith  and  dodrine,  each  afpirant 
to  the  miniftry,  each  expedant  of  prefer- 
ment ;  hov/ever  fervent  may  be  his  affedion 
to  the  religion  of  the  gofpel ;  however  firm 
his  convidions  of  its  truth  -,  however  loyal 

to 
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to  his  king ;  however  fincere  in  his  attach- 
ment to  the  conditution  of  his  country,  is 
reduced  to  the  alternative,  of  foregoing  thofe 
emoluments,  to  which  his  education,  or  his 
labours  in  the  courfe  of  his  profeffion,  may 
entitle  him  ;  or,  of  acceding  to  an  obliga- 
tion, whereby  he  refigns  the  exercife  of  his 
underflanding  and  the  dedud:ions  of  his 
better  judgment,  to  an  authority,  not  lefs 
defpotic,  than  the  antichriftian  power  of 
Rome.  Under  thefe  circumllances,  he,  at 
the  fame  time,  defrauds  his  congregation 
of  their  reafonable  claim  to  his  inilrudions 
in  the  word  of  life  j  and  fubjecfls  him- 
felf,  too  frequently,  to  the  fufpicion  of  fo- 
lemnly  prevaricating  with  his  confcience, 
and  of  deliberately  lying  to  his  God. 

Now  unto  the  king  eternal,  immortal, 
invifible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour  and 
glory  for  ever  and  ever !  Amen. 
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I. 

Two  important  quefllons  In  which  every 
individual  is  interefted.  ift.  Is  there  a  fu-* 
ture  flate  of  pain  and  pleafure  ?  2d.  What 
expe-fiations  may  I  indulge  of  being  happy 
in  fuch  a  flate  ?  A  religion,  which  fettles 
both  thefe  points,  muH;  be  from  God.  Chrifl's 
does  fo^  and  is  fupported  by  proper  evidence, 
therefore,  Chrill's  religion  is  divine. 

2. 

Reafon  Is  analogous  to  the  naked  eye ; 
revelation  to  the  fight,  affifted  by  the  tele- 
fcope.  The  affiflance  of  the  inftrument  is 
equivalent  to  an  increafe  of  fagacity,  or  ad- 
dition to  the  natural  powers  of  man  :  as  the 
telcfcope  improves  the  human  fight,  fo  rea- 
fon 


# 


# 
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fon  is  afliAed  by  revelation.  Each  arc 
equally  true,  and  reprefent  their  object  in  a 
manner  equally  ditl:in<5t. 

3- 

The  rewards  of  futurity  will  be  enjoyed  in 
proportion  to  our  compliance  with  the  law 
of  God,  as  declared  in  MIcah  vi.  8.  "  And 
now  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee, 
O  man,  but  to  do  juftice,  love  mercy,  and 
to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God." 

Jefus  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  by  a 
fimilar  metaphor,  as  all  the  enemies  of  God 
are  to  be  made  his  footftool :  i.  e.  both 
equally  figurative  expreffions.  Stephen's 
vifion  was  a  fymbol  of  Jefus's  power  or 
meffiahfhip,  and  fo  his  enemies  underftood 

him^ 

Confider  the  promife  of  the  thrones  to  the 
apoftles.  In  the  fame  fenfe  to  them  as  to 
Tefus. 

Suicide  is  not  a  crime,  which  ihould  be 
deemed  cognizable  by  the  civil  magiftrate ; 
but  it  is  a  fmful  and  vicious  action:  becaufe 

it 
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It  implies  a  want  of  truft  in  the  goodnefs  of 
providence,  and  indicates  the  greateft  degree 
of  felf-regard  :  hence  frequent  in  lunacy, 
where  felf- regards  feem  to  annihilate  all 
fecondary  affections,  fuch  as  modefly,  piety, 
benevolence. 

6. 

If  the  production  of  happinefs  be  pleafing 
to  the  almighty,  agriculture  mull:  be  pleafing, 
as  from  thence  the  means  of  living  are  fup- 
plied,  not  to  man  only,  but  to  innumerable 
Jiinds  of  other  animals,  who  relide  near  the 
habitations  of  men. 

Two  ways  of  co-operating  with  the  deity; 
one,  in  giving  happinefs  to  thofe  already  in 
exiftenee :  the  other,  in  contriving  to  give 
being  to  numerous  tribes  of  rational  and 
irrational  animals,  and  to  make  them  happy. 

7- 

A  man  Should  be  intrepid  in  his  religious 
opinions.  Fear  withdraws  the  fuccours  of 
reafon.  Religious  av.e  weakens  the  power 
of  the  mind.  Hence,  all  the  errors  from 
this  fource.  Fear  guilt;  fear  to  difp  eafe 
the  almighty :  but  be  intrepid  and  bold 
in  every  other  matter  relating  to  religion. 

8.  **  Qu'il 
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8. 

"  Qu'il  ne  hut  point  feparer  les  lolx,  de 
circonftances  dans  lefquelles  elles  out  ete 
faites."*  An  excellent  rule  for  the  inter- 
pretation of  fcripture,  particularly  in  thQ 
epiftles. 

9- 

**  Tranfporter  dans  des  fiecies  recules  tou- 

tes  les  idees  du  fiecle  ou  Ton  vit,  c'eft  des 

fources  de  I'erreur  celle    qui  eft  la  plus    fe- 

conde/'-f-    Inveftigate  the  reigning  ideas  and 

controverlies  of  the  apoftles  times,  and  by 

them  interpret  their  words.     As  in  i  Cor, 

XV.    3. 

10. 

Be  the  friend  of  liberty  and  truth,  but 
in  my  religious  refearches  avoid  the  "  I'efprit 
defapprobateur"  mentioned  in  Montefquieu's 
preface.  J 

II.  Virtue, 

*  Adontefq.  Efprit  des  loix,  xxix.  14. 

■\  lb.  XXX.  14. 

[t  The  author  here  alludes  to  the  beginning  of  Montef- 
quieu's  preface  to  his  "  Efprit  des  loix."  "  Si  dans  le 
nombre  innni  des  chofes  qui  font  dans  ce  livre,  il  y  en 
2Voitque]qu'une  qui,  centre  men  attente,  putofFenfer,  il 

n'y 
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II. 

Virtue,  the prirxiple  of  republics.  Fear  of 
God,  that  of  a  theocracy.  The  troglodytes 
did  not  feck  a  king  'till  the  public  virtue 
began  to  grow  feeble.*  And  the  Ifraelites 
did  not  feek  a  kuig,  till  they  were  cor- 
rupted. No  objedion^  therefore,  can  be 
made   to  the  ifraelitiih   policy. 

12. 

We  only  perceive  the  next  immediate 
agent ;  God  works  by  fecond  caufes.  So 
does  man.  The  inferior  animals  often  feel 
the  fecond  caufes,  and  cannot  afcend  to 
man,  i.  e.  an  intelligent  being;  fo  men  v/ith 
difficulty  afcend  to  God. 

When  the  apoftle  faid,  *'  with  us  there  is 

one 

n'y  en  a  pas  du  moins  qui  y  alt  ete  rnife  avcc  mauvaife 
intention.  Je  n'ai  point  naturellement  I'efprit  difap- 
probateur.  Platon  remercloit  le  ciel  de  ce  qu'  il  etolt 
ne  du  temps  de  Sociate  ;  Sc  moi,  je  lul  rends  graces  dc 
ce  qu'  il  m'a  fait  naitre  dans  le  gouvernement  ou  je  vis,  & 
de  ce  qu'il  a  voulu  que  j'obsiffe  a  ceux  qui'il  m'a  fait 
aimer."] 

*  Pvlontcfq.  Lettres  perf.  xi.  Sz  xW. 
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one  God,  one  Lord,"  he  referred  to  the  times 
of  the  jewilh  kings.  With  the  ifraelites  in 
David's  and  Solomon's  time,  there  was  one 
God,  and  one  Lord  :  i,  e.  one  God,  and  one 
king,  the  lord  of  his  inheritance,  who  was 
the  firft  born,  or  fon  of  God.  Chrift  was 
Lord,  i.  e.  king.  If  God  was  the  governor 
of  the  jews,  then  the  Con  of  God  was  king. 

14. 

Chriftianity  m.ore  properly  an  attempt  at 
a  reformation,  than  a  fyilem  of  morality. 

The  firfl:  fundamental  fpeculative  princi^ 
pie  to  be  deduced  from  the  fludy  of  the 
gofpel,  is,  that  Jefus  was  the  meffiah  pro- 
mifed  of  God,  and  proved  fo  from  the  fup- 
port  of  the  God  of  nature. 

The  fecond,  that  cliarity  is  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  mark  of  the  difciple  of  Jefus.  Chrifli- 
anity,  therefore,  teaches  us,  that  there  is 
one  God  to  be  worihipped,  with  all  the  af- 
fedions  of  the  foul ;  and  that  we  are  to  love 
our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. 

16.  Shurr 
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i6. 

*  Shun  phy Ileal,  fhun  metaphyfical  dlfqui- 
litions;  fuch  as  treatifesof  thepre-exiftenceof 
Jefus,  of  the  inftrumentality  of  the  fpiritual 
gifts.  Reje6l  the  difcourfes  of  the  earlieft 
fathers,  when  they  difcufs  thefe  points.  The 
apoftles  themfelves  would  have  no  authority 
in  thefe  matters.  The  fcriptures,  under 
which  head  I  rank  all  the  writers  of  the  apof- 
tolic  age,  have  not,  or  fhould  not  have  any 
fuch  difquiiitions.  They  are  not  in  them^ 
They  cannot  be  deduced  from  them.  Her- 
mas  called  fcripture  by  Irenaeus  and  Clem. 
Alex. 

The  gofpels  give    us  the  hiflory  of  the 

mefliah's   coming.       His  office  appears    in 

the  prophets ;    to  call    men  to  virtue,   to 

incorporate  them,  and  to  propofe  the  future 

reward. 

i8. 

Mem.    to   purfue   the   thought  of  evil. 

Moral  evils  being  necefTary  to  produce  thofe 

affedions  from  whence  man's  happinefs  muft 

Ipring : 

[•  The  propofitloiis  are  to  be  conHdered  as  addrefl'ed 
to  his  pupils.] 


\ 
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fprlng :  agreeably  to  my  fermon  on  '^  her 
ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,"  and  agree- 
ably to  I  Cor.  xi.  19. 

19. 

Jefus  limits  our  forgivenefs  to  feventy 
times  feven,  meaning  the  ufual  phrafe  for 
an  indefinite  number.  So  he  ufes  the  word 
iCLMviog  for  an'  indefinite  number,  the  jews 
dealing  in  hyperbole. 

20. 

I  am  fatisfied,  that  the  evansfellfls  fome- 
times  defcribe  the  courfe,  or  event  of  a 
converfition,  in  general  terms ;  and  fre- 
quently put  their  own  words  into  the 
mouths  of  the  fpeakers,  to  render  it  con- 
fifient. 

21.  . 

The  fcripture- language  and  meaning  con-* 
firms  Hartley's  dodrine  of  free- will. 

22. 

It  is  very  probable  that  many  pafiages  of 
the  new  Teftament  may  be  illuftrated  from 
the  Koran. 

23. fkys. 


23, 

— — fays,     that   rnvfLcnes    declared 

'necefTary  to  falvation,    are   like   Caligula's 
laws,  hung  on  high. 

24. 

The  origin  6f  fin  given  ad  hcminem,  as 

the  origin  of  the  world  :  but  labour  was  ne- 

celTary  from  the  beginning,  acuens  mortalia 

corda, 

25-. 

Intclerants,  and  perfons  who  maintain 
eternal  puniiliment  and  atonement,  are  more 
unfit  for  fociety  than  atheifts.  This  the 
judgment  of  feme. 

26i 

The  pleafure  and  love  of  the  human, 
mind,  generated  in  granting  favours,  is 
greater  than  tlie  love  generated  by  receiving 
them,  in  order  that  men  may  be  incited  to 
the  iirft  glory  of  their  nature,  the  pradice 
of  benevolence, 

27»' 

The  fundlons  of  particular  parts  of  out" 

corporeal  frame  we  call  **  the  anima."    The 

fundions  of  other  parts^  or  othcjr  fuindtions 

II"  L  of 
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of  the  fame,  is  "  the  animus."  Lucretius  ilp* 
pofes  them  to  be  feparate  fub fiances.  I  fup-* 
pofe  them  to  be  fundions  of  our  corporeal 
frame,  and,  therefore,  difToluto  corpore,  and, 
fometimes  before  the  whole  machine  be  dif- 
ordered,  utterly  to  perifh :  as  the  found  to 
ceafe,  when  the  wire  is  broken.  Let  the 
mufcles,  bones,  cartilages,  blood,  lymph, 
inteflines,  ilefh,  be  called  the  body ;  and  the 
nervous  fyftem,  pervading  all,  be  called  the 
anima;  and  Lucretius  is  often  right.  Sec 
the  jufl  opinion  of  Democritus,  which  Lu- 
cretius endeavours  to  confute,  (iii.  372.) 
Lucretius  fuppofes  the  motion  of  the  fluid 
to  be  from  itfelf :  we,  by  impulfe,  and  com- 
municated vibrations  from  without. 

28. 

The  natural  liberty  of  man  confiils  in  hav- 
ing a]will  to  ad:,*  and  an  exemption  from  all 
reftraints,  arifing  from  defeds  in  the  inftru- 
ment  of  adion,  fuch  as  in  hands,  feet,  from 
palfies,  &c.  as  well  as  from  the  reftraints 
arifmg  from  natural  external  circumftances. 

Political  liberty,  when  there  are  no  re- 

flralnts  from  men. 

Moral 

*  See  the  definition  of  "  will"  in  Hartley,  vol.  i.  p.  3, 
and  371. 
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iMoral  liberty,  when  I  have  the  will  to 
ad,  and  am  not  retrained  by  the  prevdence 
of  bad  habits,  which  prevent  that  ftate  of 
mind  from  being  followed  by  anions  or 
mufcular  motions.  In  this  fenfe,  every  vi- 
cious man  is  really,  and  without  a  figure,  a 

flave.* 

29. 

A  doubt  arifes,  whether  St.  Paul  did  not 
adopt  thejewiili  mode  of  interpreting  fcrip- 
tore,   and  argue  inconclufively.-j' 

Our  faviour  hath  fud ;  blefTed  are  little 
children,  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom,  i.  e. 
fuch  are  mod;  likely  to  receive  the  gofpel, 
and  to  own  its  truth.  If  fo,  to  be  meek, 
peaceable,  humble,  innocent  in  word  and 
adion,  are  better  preparatives  than  much 
reading.  Shun  contefts,  be  forgiving,  and 
thou  wilt  foon  be  a  chriflinn. 

31- 

*'  Man  is  the  perfon  through  whom  his 
creator  was  pleafed  to  appear  in  the  vifible 

L  2  governm.ent 

*  See  Turiibull,  vol.  I.  3.  5^.  4. 

t  See  "  Theological  repoiitorv."  vcj.  lii,  d.  86 — io<. 
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government  of  the  world."  *  This  the  beft 
explanation  of  Philip,  ii.  7.  and  Heb.  i.  i* 
I  have  ever  feen.     God  v/as  thus  in  Jefus. 

In  Whitby,  on  Gal.  v.  19,  is  a  very  good 
delineation  of  real  herefy.  -f* 

33- 

In  fea  and  land  engagements,  it  Is  necef- 
fary  to  fend  perfons  upon  fervices,  in  which 
it  is  moll:  likely  the  perfons  employed  mufl 
fall.     Thefe  are  neceffary  facrifices  for  the 

good 

*  See  "  Atticus"  in  the  London  Chronicle  of  Dec» 

[t  "  Herefv',  according  to  the  fcripture- notion,  being 
not  a  pure  miilake  of  judgment ;  but  an  efpoufing  a  faife 
dof^rine  out  of  difguft,  pride,  or  envy,  or  from  worldly 
principles,  or  to  avoid  perfecution,  or  trouble  in  the 
ilefli,  may  well  be  ranked  among  carnal  lulls.  Hence^ 
are  fuch  men  laid,  "  not  to  fcrvc  Jefus  Chrift,  but  their 
own  belly  ;"  (Rom.  xv.  16,  17.)  **  to  teach  what  they 
ought  not,  for  filthy  lucre's  fake ;"  (Tit.  i.  11.)  '*  to 
account  gain  for  godlinefs;"  (i  Tim.  vi.  5.)  and 
"  through  covctoufnefs,  with  feigned  w^ords,  to  make 
merchandize  of  others;"  (2  Pet.  ii.  3.)  And,  there- 
fore, the  apoftle  doth  not  advife  us  to  convince  ^  but 
only  to  admonifl'i,  and  rejecl  the  heretic,  as  knowing 
that  he  fins,  being  convinced  of  his  own  confciente. 
See  his  note  on  Titus  iii.  10  J 
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good  of  the  whole.  Jefus's  fuch  a  flatlon, 
and  the  reafons  were  not  myderlous,  but 
have  an  eafy  expHcation  from  the  hiftory  of 
what  he  attempted,  and  the  circumftances 
of  the  times.  This  well  compared  to  a  fa- 
crifice  :  but  how  different  from  the  ortho- 
dox notions  of  the  vicarious  fufferings  of 
Chrift.     Purfue  this  idea,      5  Sept.  1771. 

34- 

**  When  cardinal  Pole  was  confulted  by 
what  method  the  hidden  and  obfcure  paf- 
fages  of  St.  Paul's  epiftles  might  be  un- 
folded and  brought  to  light,  he  ufcd  to 
make  the  following  anfwer :  *'  that  the 
mod  ready  and  expeditious  way  he  could 
propofe,  was  for  the  reader  to  begin  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  epiftles,  where  the  apoftle 
treats  of  morality,  and  to  p,rad:lfe  what  was 
delivered  there ;  and  then  to  go  back  to  the 
beginning,  where  the  dod:rinal  parts  are 
reafoned  on  with  8:reat  acutenefs  and  fub- 
tilty:"  this  fpeech,  continues  Seripandi,  was 
truly  becoming  fo  great  a  man,  wliofe  pro- 
bity, religion,  and  fandity  of  manners, 
were  no  lefs  admirable  than  his  eriiditioA. 
His    difcernment    in   divine    matters,    gave 

L   3  him 
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liirn  to  underfland,  that  pure  and  upright 
minds  attain,  with  eafe,  the  knowledge  of 
the  moll  fubJime  and  abflraded  truths; 
whereas  th.ofe  who  negle(ft  the  pradlical 
and  more  intelligible  parts  of  holy  writ, 
as  profane  perfons,  were  forbid  accefs  to  the 
fanc^luary.* 

I  apree  with  — —  that  Tefas  was   never 
fcen   perfonaily,    by  any  mortal,   after  his 

afceniion  into  heaven.  doubts  whether 

the  Y>ower  given  to  our  faviour,  in  heaven 
and  earth,  does  not  mean  that  he  had  power 
to  give  the  gofpel  to  jews  and  gentiles.  But 
query.   19  Mar. — 72. 

:6. 


3' 


John  i.  12.  ha  Tszva.  I  am  fatisiied  that 
I  John  iii.  i.  2,  is  the  parallel  place;  and  as 
9eog  lurks  under  (pug  here,  and  yet  9sa  Ttytvcc 
follows :  fo  in  i  John  iii.  2,  r^y^va.  Om  fol- 
lows TraTe^oc.  Tliis  throws  much  light,  and 
defer vcs  fcricus  attention.     20  Mar.  —72. 


«« « 


3/- 

The  fum  total  01  the  gofpel,  which  our 

faviour 

»  Sec  Philijis's  Life  of  Pole,  z  edit,  vol.  ii.  p.  288. 
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faviour  hlmfelf  preached  in  his  life-time, 
and  commiilioned  his  apoflles  to  preach, 
after  his  refurred:ion,  is  this,  that  thofe 
who  believe  in  him,  fhall,  upon  repentance, 
have  fuch  a  full  pardon  of  fm  as  to  be  deli- 
vered from  death.  And  that  Chrifl,  who 
hath  promifed  this,  hath  given  us  an  earned 
of  .it,   by  riling  himfelf  from  the  dead.* 

38. 

Jefus  no  more  the  mediator  or  interceffor 
than  facrificer.  They  talked  of  facrifices; 
Jefus  was  a  better  facrifice.  They  talked 
of  a  mediator,  Jefus  was  a  better  mediator 
and  interceffor. 

True  religion,  fays  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  is 
nothing  elfe  but  an  inward  temper  and  out- 
ward condudt,  fuited  to  our  flate  and  cir-? 
cumilances  in  providence  at  any  time. 

-        39- 

Price,  on  the  queftion,  iliall  we  know 
each  other  hereafter  ?  or  on  the  jundion  of 
virtuous  men  in  the  heavenly  ftate,  appears 
to  me  to  have  proved  his  point ;  and  I  do 
not  know    any   confideration  half  fo    ani- 

L  4  mating, 

•  See  "  Soclnlan  tra^f^s."  p.  73. 
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niat'ing.*  It  gives  us  an  hold  of  futurity  $ 
makes  it  dedrable,  by  giving  us  an  obje(5l  of 
defire  :  in  which,  it  makes  futurity  a  conti- 
nuation of  exiftence  v^ith  our  prefent  aflb-. 
ciations  of  the  fecial  kind.  This  deferves 
much  and  frequent  confideration  ;  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  convert  a  perfon.  The  human 
heart  is  animated  by  the  idea;  a  comfortably 
idea.  Luther  held  it.  See  his  words,  in 
Sleidan,  when  he  died. 

40. 

Future  puniHirncnts,  as  confidered  by  our 
divines,  are  a  kind  of  tranfportation,  where 
the  fufterings  are  horrible,  but  afford  no, 
ufeful  documents. 

Better  to  confider  the  future  flate,  not  as 
a  fliate  of  reward  and  punifhment,  properly 
fo  called;  but  as  ftates  which  will  be  happy 
or  miferable  by  natural  confequence,  as  w^e 
behave  here.  This  life  is  not  wanting  in 
rewards  and  punifliments.  Punifhment  is 
the  annexing:  of  fomethino:  over  and  above 
the  natural  confequence  of  an  ad  ion.  But 
this  addition,  let  divines  fay  what  they 
plcafj,  obtains  not  in  the  luture  flate, 

Beaufobre 

*  See  Price's  "  Four  differtaiions."   Dil".  i'li. 
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4r. 

Beaufobre  fays  the  oriental  chrillians  be- 
lieved that  Jefus  became  the  fon  of  God  by 
baptifm.  Let  me  examine  into  the  tefli-^ 
inony  of  the  ancients  impartially. 

42, 

That  Jefus  as  a  good  being,  and  the  friend 
of  man,  now  prays  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
human  race,  is  very  credible.  Such  an  in- 
terceifor  I  rejed:  not.  But  what  does  he 
pray  for  ?  The  fame  that  he  ftruggled  for  on 
^arth,  that  God's  kingdom  m/aycome;  i.  e. 
that  moral  virtue  may  more  and  more  dif- 
play  itfelf.  For  individuals  he  prays  not, 
becaufe  beyond  the  opportunities  of  knowing 
them.  In  fhort,  I  admit  liis  interceffion  in 
heaven,  as  I  allov/  the  interceffion  of  very 
good  men  on  earth.  But  as  an  appointed 
interceilbr,  or  adual  mediator,  at  this  day,  I 
fee  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  it. 

43- 
The  quotations  of  the  oldTeflament,  like 
parables,  brought  in  to  prove  only  one  point. 
The   other    circumftances    prove    nothing. 
Ergo  generally  allufipns. 

44.  The 
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44. 

The  origin  and  vindication >  as  appears  ta 
me,  of  the  double  knCo  of  prophecies. 

God,  when  he  fpoke,  had  only  one  {Qiifc^ 
and  David,  when  he  fpake  with  no  more 
than  poetical  infpiration,  in  Pfalm  ii.  and 
xviii.  had  but  one  fenfe,  viz.  his  own  ele- 
vation. But  when  God  reprefentcd  the 
mefliah  under  temporal  terms,  and  called 
him  David,  ( Jer.  xxx.  9.  Hofea  iii.  5.)  then 
God  gave  them  a  warrant  to  interpret  things 
fpoken  of  David,  as  fpoken  of  the  mefiiah. 
Yet  this  is  to  be  done  with  caution.  For 
David  is  here  God's  fon ;  aftervv'ards,  Solo- 
mon. Which  fhews  us  that  the  mefilah 
was  not  originally  meant  in  either  place,  but 
incongruous  figures,  as  Jefus  called  the  vine,, 
and  the  way.  Inquire  into  this.  9th  July, 
1772. 

45- 

To  make  ufe  of  the  apocryphal  writings 
of  Barnabas,  6cc.  to  interpret  difficult  paf- 

fages.* 

46.  The 

•  See  l^uina":  ''  Credibility."   part.  ii.  vol.  i.  3n4 
feq. 
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46. 

The  grand  qucftion  is  -,  Are  fads  which 
happened  1700  years  ago  to  diredl  moral 
condudt  ?  Anfwer.  Yes;  principles  founded 
on  them  may.  As  is  apparent  from  whole 
Bations  ad:ing  upon  charters,  and  colonies 
upon  the  faith  of  former  migrations, 

47- 

' — —  thinks  that  the  gofpels  and  Jefus*s 
preaching  were  to  (liew  one  point,  viz.  that 
he  was  the  meffiah,  or  that  "  I  am  he,"  as 
he  exprefTes  it ;  the  refurrediion  or  future 
ilate  taken  for  granted.  But  that,  in  the 
A6ts,  the  fcheme  opens  much,  when  the 
gofpel  was  preached  to  the  pagans.  — — . 
has  doubts  about  the  invocation  of  Chrifl. 
Puzzled  with  Ads  ix.  14. 

48. 

The  matter  of  miracles  being  proved  by 
do£trines,  may  eafily  be  fettled  by  dividing 
the  queftion.  If  we  live  when  miracles  are 
faid  to  be  done,  we  inquire,  as  Farmer  fays, 
only  into  the  fad.     But,  if  we  live  in  times 

after 
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* 

after  the  mirrxle,  then,  as  Jortin  fays,  wc 
inuft  prove  the  miracle  by  the  dodrine.  We 
yejedt  the  pagan  miracles  as  wrought  for  no 
purpofe,  or  to  eilablifh  error. 

DragonettI,  in  his  treatife  upon  virtues 
and  rewards,  has  the  following  divificn  of 
the  virtues.  Firfl:,  praife  to  thofewho  pro- 
duce the  fupports  of  life ;  the  fecond,  to  re- 
move evils ;  the  third,  conveniences  with 
the  queen  of  genuine  pleafures  ;  the  fourth, 
to  relieve  fatiety  by  opening  the  treafures,  of 
fancy.  This  moll  admirable.  Agriculture 
the  firft. 

Miracles  perfoi-med  by  a  peVfon,  are  not  a 
proof  of  his  perpetual  infpiration.  In  the 
fame  manner,  miracles  were  not  wrought 
in  proof  of  Matthew's  gofpel,  but  in  proof 
of  the  chriflian   religion.* 

Men  in  England  allow  the  ufe  of  one  metal 

in 

^  See  Farmer's  "  DilTcrtation  on  miracles s"  ch.v. 
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m  planting  religion  in  the  human  breafirj 
viz.  the  ufe  of  gold  :'  and  why  not  then  the 
«fe  of  fteel  ? 

52. 
Among  the  injun<5lions  given  by  the  vi^ 
litors  of  the  monafteries  in  1535  was  the 
following :  "  The  abbot  or  head  was 
every  day  to  explain  fome  part  of  the  rule 
[of  his  houfe,]  and  apply  it  according  to 
Chrift's  law  -,  and  to  fhew  them,  that  their 
ceremonies  were  but  elements,  introduc- 
tory to  true  chriftianity;  and  that  religio-ii 
confided  not  in  habits,  or  fuch  like  rites, 
but  in  cleannefs  of  heart,  purenefs  of  liv- 
ing, unfeigned  faith,  brotherly  charity,  and 
and  true  honouring  of  God  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth  :  that,  therefore,  they  murt:  not  reft  in 
their  ceremonies,  but  afcend  by  them  to 
true  religion."  * 

The  firft  aim  to  prod-uce  as  much  rational 
animal  life  upon  a  given  diftridl  and  diviiion 
of  the  earth  as  pofhble,  vt-ith  the  m^oft  hap- 
pinefs  and  leaft  pain.  All  duties  befides,  only 
modes  and  means  and  fteps  to  this  end. 

54.   **  Enfin 

*  See  Burnet's  "  Hift.  of  leformation."  4th  edit, 
vol.  i.   p.  178. 
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54. 

"  Enfin  Taffemblee  (i.  e.  the  fenate  o£ 
Zurich)  fe  fepara,  et  cependant  le  fenat  or- 
don  que  Ton  precheroit  I'evangile  felon  la 
dotftrine  de  Fancien  et  du  nouveau  Tefta- 
ment,  et  non  felon  les  decrets  et  les  confti- 
tutions  humaines."  * 

55- 

Que  recriturc  faintc  etolt  tres  facile  et 
tres  claire,  et  que  pour  I'entendre,  il  ne 
faloit  ni  glofe  ni  commentaire,  mais  fim- 
plement  avoir  I'efprit  d'oiiaille  de  Jefus 
Chrift,  or  the  fpirit  of  the  vtittios.  Ad- 
mirable fentiment  of  Luther.f* 

56- 

Every  thing  depends  upon  the  hufband- 
man.  The  earth,  the  common  mother  of 
us  all  J  fhe  produces,  {he  fupports  us ;  and 
therefore  kings,  bifl^ops,  lawyers,  phyliqians, 
foldiers,  failors,  &c.  &c.  &c.    to  be  kept 

within 

•  Courayer.  Cone.  Trent,  v.  ii.  33, 

t  See  Fra.  Paolo  Coiic.  Trent,  vol.  i.  p.  236, 
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within   reafonable  bounds,    otherwife  they 
may  depopulate  the  world* 

57- 

To  be  a  platonift  is  to  aflent  to  Plato's 
do6lrine.  To  be  a  chriflian  is  to  own 
Chrift's  authority. 

58. 

Differences  of  ftyle,  (hould  be  as  the  dif- 
ferences of  drefs  in  a  prudent  miftrefs  of  a 
family.  One  drefs,  when  in  domellic  duties; 
another,  when  fhe  receives  vifitorsj  a  third, 
when  fhe  viiits. 

59- 
•'  The  mofl  effedual  way  to  overthrow 
error  is  toeftablifli  truth."     An  ufeful  hint, 
and  falls  in  with  my  idea  of  divinity  lec- 
tures. 

60. 

In  the  following  words  of  lord  Lyttelton, 
fpeaking  of  William  Rufus,  is  depided  the 
prefent  flate  of  the  englifh  laity  -,  *'  his  mind 
was  too  penetrating,  not  to  fee  the  depravity 

of 
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of  what  was  then  called  religion,  and  his 
heart  was  too  corrupt  to  feek  for  a  better."* 

61. 

What  Beccaria  fays  of  the  divifion  of 
crimes,  may  be  illuftrated  thus.  A  party 
are  in  a  fliip,  a  crime  of  lefe  majefly  is  an 
attempt  to  burn  or  fink  thefliip.  This  the 
great  evil,  and,mofl  ftrongly,  roufes  all.  The 
fecond,  is  an  attempt  to  deftroy  the  pilot,  i.  e. 
the  king.  This  great,  but  not  fo  bad  as 
the  firll.  The  third,  is  to  attempt  to  throw 
a  fellow-paflenger  overboard.  This  terrifies 
all,  but  not  fo  much  as  the  firfl  or  fecond* 
The  fourth,  making  their  provifions  lefs 
pleafing  to  the  palate,  or  fome  fuch  fmaller 
injury.  This  ftill  lighter.  This  explains 
the  matter  intirely  to  my  idea.-f- 

62* 

To  a  perfon  who  believes  a  God,  an  bete* 
after  approves  itfelf  credible.  Such  a  being 
as  man,  may  fay,  **  thou  can'H:  raife  me,  O 
my  creator;    and  as  thou  hail  given  me  a 

mind 

*  See  **  Hifl.  of  Kenry  ii."    3.  edit.  Svo.  vol.  i.  p. 

f  See  Beccaria,  "  Dei  delltti  e  clelle  penc,"  the  (eS:, 
entitled,  Divifione  Dei  delitti. 
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irJnd  capable  of  knowing  thee,  I  trufl  that 
if  I  imitate  thy  goodnefs,  thou  wilt  raife 
me."     This  hope  confirmed  in  the  gofpel. 

It  is  a  pleafing  refieclion  to  think  that,  by 
exercife  and  reading,  the  human  mind  im- 
proves. Yet,  if  it  fades,  if  it  languifhes  and 
dies  for  ever,  what  comfort  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  faculties,  or  by  ading  in  fup- 
port  of  religious  liberty,  and  taking  pains  in 
the  fcriptures.  But  if  we  live  again,  then 
every  improvement  will  remain,  and  it  is 
worth  while  to  increafe  in  knowledge,  and 
to  improve  in  the  moral  and  theopathetic 
afFed:ions  of  the  foul. 

64. 

The  happinefs  of  creatures  who  rife  again, 
muft  be  greater  than  that  of  creatures  who 
have  not  undergone  trouble,  God  wills  the 
greateit  happinefs ;  ergo,  there  is  reafon  to 
hope  a  refurredlon. 

65. 

*'  Mais  quelle  eft  la  dire6tion  ou  tendanc^ 

generale  et  commune  que  nous  vovons  dans 

II.  M  tous 
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tous  les  etres  ?  Quel  eft  le  but  viiible  ef: 
connu  de  tous  leurs  mouvemens  ?  C'efl  de 
conferver  leur  exifcence  acluelle,  c'eft  d'  y 
perfeverer,  c'eil:  de  la  fortifier,  c'eft  d'  attirer 
ce  que  lui  eft  favorable,  c'eft  de  repoufter 
ce  qui  peut  lui  nuire,  c'eft  de  refifter  aux 
impulfions  contraires  a  fa  fa^on  d'etre,  et  a 
fa   tendance   naturelle."* 

66. 

If  the  projectile  motion  ftiev/s  a  forming 
God,  the  centripetal  force  acting  inceftantly 
Ihews  a  preferving  God. 

67. 

"  La  morale  eft  la  fcience  des  rapports  qui 
font  entre  les  efprits,  les  volontes  et  les 
adions  des  hommes,  que  la  geometric  eft  la 
fcience  des  rapports  qui  font  entre  les  corps. 
La  morale  feroit  une  chimere,  et  n'auroit 
point  de  principes  furs,  fi  elle  ne  fe  fondoit 

fur 

*  Mirabaud.  vol.  1.  53. 

[  The  book  here  cited  by  the  name  of  Mirabaud,  is 
the  celebrated  "  Syftcme  de  la  nature,"  which,  how- 
ever, is  now  known  to  have  been  written,  not  by  Mira- 
baud, but  by  a  focicty  of  the  moft  eminent  french  un- 
believers.] 
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far  la  cdnnolflaiice  des  motifs  qui  dolvent 
neceiiairenient  innaer  fur  les  volontes  hu- 
maiiies  et  determiner  leurs  adtions."* 


■3. 


"  Un  bon  livre  en  touchant  le  cceur  d'ua 
grand  prince,  peut  devenir  une  caufe  puif- 
fante  qui  influera  necelTairement  fur  la  con- 
duite  de  tout  un  peuple,  et  fur  la  felicite 
d'une  portion  du  genre  humain."'|' 

69. 

To  have  revealed  a  future  Hate  too  foon, 
would  have  put  men  under  the  pov/er  of 
prieils  too  foon  j  but  the  almighty  kept 
back  that  knowledge  'till  men  had  improved 
their  lav/s,  &c.  fo  as  to  be  able  the  better  to 
bear  it. 

70. 

**  Societe,  pour  etre  avantageufcj  devroit 
ctre  un  fyfteme  de  volontes,  dans  lequel 
cclles  que  agifTent  d'unefafon  confornie  aux 

M  2  interets  * 

*  Mlrabaud  i.  218,  f  ^bl.l.  L  2-56. 
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interets   du   tout,  eprouveroient  infaillibk- 
ment  une  readtion   avantageufe."* 

71- 

**  Souvenons  nous  toujours  que  notre  bon- 
heur  folide  doit  fe  fonder  fur  I'eftime  de  nous- 
memes,  et  fur  les  avantages  que  nous  pro- 
curons  a  d'  autres  j  et  que  de  tous  les  pro- 
je(5ls  le  plus  impradicable  pour  un  etre  qui 
vit  en  fociete,  efl  celui  de  vouloir  fe  rendre 
exclulivement  heureux."-f* 

72. 

It  is  objeded  by  philofophers,  that  reli- 
gion applies  a  motive  too  weak  to  turn  the 
mind  from  vice  in  the  moment  of  tempta- 
tion. Were  v/e  to  allow  this  in  each  parti- 
cular inftance,  yet  if  we  conlider  the  force 
of  virtuous  habits,  which  religion  alone  can 
form,  we  mufl  allow  her  force  to  be  great 
in  forming  the  moral  principle,  which  en- 
ables us  to  rife  fuperior  to  every  vicious  ap- 
petite.    This  deferves  further  refledion. 

Prayer,  philofophically  confidered,  may, 
by  altering  the  aftedions  of  my  mind,  put 

me 
*  Mirabaud  i.  348.  .f  Ibid.  i.  361. 
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me  Into  that  ftate,  according  to  which,  the. 
courfe  of  divine  providence  renders  me 
capable  of  blellings  :  popularly  confidered, 
i.  e.  in  the  efFedt,  and  as  a  fecondary  affedlion, 
it  is  to  be  fiippofed  as  working  an  alteration 
in  the  mind  of  God,  our  creator,  governor, 
and  judge.  This  feems  to  be  the  cafe.  July 
1773,  but  it  cannot  be  worthily  performed, 
unlefs  the  latter  idea  prevails  at  the  time. 

74- 

**  II  eft  evident  que  toute  revelation  qui 
n'eft  pas  claire,  ou  qui  enligne  des  myfteres, 
ne  pent  etre  I'ouvrage  d'un  etre  intelligent 
et  fage  :  des  qu'il  parle  on  doit  prefumer 
que  c'eft  pour  etre  entendu  de  ceux  a  qui  il 
veut  fe  manifefter.  Parler  pour  n'etre  point 
entendu,  n'annonce  que  de  la  folic,  ou  de 
mauvaife  foi.  II  eft  done  tres  demontre, 
que  tout  ce  que  les  pretres  ont  appelle  des 
myfteres,  font  des  inventions,  faites  pour  jetter 
une  voile  epaifle  fur  leurs  propres  contra- 
didiions,  et  leur  propre  ignorance  fur  la  di- 
vinite.  lis  trancherent  toutes  les  difficulte's, 
en  difant,  c'eft  un  myftere.  D'ailleurs  leur 
interet  voulut  que  les  hommes  n  enteudiffent 

M  3  rien 
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nen  a  la  fcience  pretcndae  dont  lis  s'etoient 
faits  les  depofitaires."  * 

75- 

How  it  may  be  with  the  minds  of  others, 
I  cannot  polTibly  fay.  Mine  cannot  eafily 
contemplate  probability  in  a  large  number 
of  independent  arguments,  and  form  a  judg- 
ment from  the  whole.  I  am  too  much  af- 
fcdcd  by  each  fubjedl;  in  its  turn,  which 
gets  the  intire  polfefiion  of  my  mind,  and 
leads  me  into  fcepticifm.  The  beft  way, 
therefore,  to  have  convidiion  on  important 
points,  and  to  guard  againft  error,  feems  to 
be,  to  pradife  thofe  moralities  which  are 
founded  upon  fadt  j  to  cultivate  the  fecondary 
affedions ;  to  engage  in  \vorks  which  tend 
to  increafe  human  happinefs ;  to  aim  at 
refignation,  a  duty  at  all  events ;  to  read 
hiftory  s  and  to  let  opinions  rife  unbidden  to 
mv  mind,  without  thofe  laborious  cxercifes 
of  the  brain,  of  which  the  produce  is  aridity 
and  fcepticifm. 

I  have  no  cccafion  to  be  alarmed  with  this 
incapacity  of  drawing  inferences,  after  pain- 
ful reflcdion,   upon  important  fubjeds.     It 

is 

*   Mirabaud   ii.   89. 
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is  the  cafe  In  every  other  matter,  where  pre- 
vious doubts  are  wont  to  arife.  Attend  to  the 
duties  of  life,  refpedting  of  parents,  loving 
friends ;  and  feek  the  fituation  which  is  moll 
agreeable  to  nature,  (a  country  life,  if  not 
with  children,  yet  with  pupils,)  and  the  con- 
victions w^hich  nature  warrants,  will  then 
arife  in  their  proper  courfe.  12  July,  1773. 
When  vice  fometimes,  in  the  moment  of 
temptations,  appears  the  greater  good,  can  I 
wonder  that,  in  the  moment  of  defpondency, 
the  w^orfe  fiiould  appear  the  better  reafon  ? 
Take  the  feafon  of  temperance,  benevolence, 
and  health,  and  the  fecondary  aifedions  will 
then  point  at  truths  and  nature,  rightly  con- 
ceived of,  will  lead  to  nature's  God, 

76. 

**  Bien  des  gens  ont  regarde  Jefus  comme 
un  vrai  Theifte,  dont  la  religion  a  ete  peu 
a   peu  corrompue."  * 

17- 

**  L'on  ne  doit  done  pas  craindre  de  repan- 
dre  les  idees  parmi  les  hommes.  Sont  elles  uti- 
les elles  frudiiient  peu  a  peu.    Touthomme 
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qui 


*   Mirabaud    ii.    236, 
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qui  tent  ne  doit  point  fixer  fes  ycux  fur  1« 
terns  ou  il  vit,  ni  fur  ces  concitoyens  aduels, 
ni  fur  la  contree  qu'il  habite.  II  doit  parler 
au  genre  liumain,  il  doit  prevoir  les  races 
futures.* 

78. 

In  the  following  words  of  Mirabaud  is 
exprefled,  my  idea  of  the  religion  of  nature, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  our  duty  to  our  neighbour. 
He  conceives  this  to  be  the  voice  of  nature. 
I  only  differ  from  him  in  thinking  it  the 
voice  of  God.  He  is  right  in  thus  founding 
morality  on  fad.  And  the  fad  of  Jefus's 
refurredion  gives  to  religion  its  perfedion, 
and  confirms  piety  a  moral  duty. 

**  Suis  done,  o  homme!  dans  quelque  rang 

oue  tu  te  trouves,   le  plan  qui  t' eft  trace, 

pour  obtenir  le  bonheur  auquel  tu  peux  pre- 

tendre.     Que  1'  humanite  fenfible  t'  interelTe 

au  fort  de  1'  homm.e  ton  femblable ;   que  ton 

coEur  t'  attendriffe  fur  les  infortunes  des  au- 

tres ;    Quc  ta  main  ge'nereufe  s'  ouvre  pour 

fecourir  le  malhereux  que  fon  deflin  accablc. 

Scnge  qu'  il  peut  un  jour  t'  accabler  ainfi  que 

lui.     Rcconnois  done  que  tout  infortune  a 

droit   a    tes   bienfaits.      EiTuie  furtout    les 

pleurs 
*  Mirabaud,  ii.  4-2,2. 
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pleurs  de  V  Innocence  opprlmee ;  que  les 
larmes  de  ia  vertu  dans  la  detrefTe  foient  re- 
cueillies  dans  ton  fein;  que  la  douce  chaleur 
de  Tamitie  fincere  echauffe  ton  cceur  hon- 
nete  ;  que  1'  eftime  d'  une  compagne  cheris 
te  falTe  oublier  les  peines  de  la  vie;  fois 
fidele  a  fa  tendreffe,  qu'  elle  foit  fidelle  a  la 
tienne ;  que  fous  les  yeux  de  parens  unis  et 
vertueux  tes  enfans  apprennent  la  vertu  ^ 
qu'  apres  avoir  occupe  ton  age  mur,  ils  ren- 
dent  a  ta  vieillefTe  les  foins  que  tu  auras 
donnes  a  leur  enfance  imbecille. 

**  Sols  jufte,  parceque  I'equite  e(i  la  foutien 
du  genre  humain.  Sois  bon,  parceque  la 
bonte  enchaine  tous  les  cceurs.  Sois  indul- 
gent, parceque  foible  toi-meme,  tu  vis  avec 
des  etres  auffi  foibles  que  toi.  Sols  doux, 
parceque  la  douceur  attire  1'  affection.  Sois 
reconnoiilant,  parceque  la  reconnoiffance  ali- 
mente  et  nourrit  la  bonte.  Sois  mode/le, 
parceque  1'  orgueil  revoke  les  etres  epris 
d*  eux-memes.  Pardonne  les  injures,  parce- 
que la  vengeance  eternife  les  haines.  Fais 
du  bien  a  celui  qui  t' outrage,  afin  de  te 
montrer  plus  grand  que  lui,  et  de  t'  en  fairs 
un  ami.  Sois  retenu,  tempere,  chafte,  parce- 
que 


que  la  volupte,  1'  intemperance,  ct  les  exces 
detruiront  ton  ctre,  et  te  rendront  mepri- 
fable. 

*'  Sois  citoyen,  parceque  ta  patrle  eft  ne- 
ceiTaire   a  ta  furete,    a  tes    plaifirs,   a   ton 
bien-etre.     Sols  iidele  et  foumis  a  1'  auto- 
rites  legitime,  parce  qu'  elle  eft    neceffaire 
au  maintien  de  la  fociete,   qui  t'  eft  necef- 
faire  a   toi-meme,     Obeis  aux  loix,    parce 
qu'elles  font  1' expreiTion  de  volonte  pub- 
iique,  a  laquelle  ta  volonte  particuliere  doit 
etre  fubordonnee.     Defends  ton  pays,  parce 
que  c'eft  lui  qui  te  rend  heureux,    et  qui 
renferme  les  biens,  ainfi  que  tous  les  etres 
les  plus  chers  a  ton  coeur.    Ne  fouffre  point 
que  cette  mere  commune  de  toi  et  de  tes 
concitoyens  tombe  dans  les  fers  de  la  tyran- 
nic,  parceque  pour  lors   eile  ne  feroit  plus 
qu'une  prifon  pour  toi.     Si   ton  injufte  pa- 
trie   te  refufe  le  bonheur  ;     fi  foumife  au 
pouvoir    injure,    elle   fouffre   qu*  on   t' op- 
prime,  eloigne  toi  d'  elle  en  filence ;   ne  la 
trouble  jamais. 

*<  En  un  mot  fois  homme;  fois  un  etre  fen- 
fibie  et  raifonnable ;  fois  epoux  iidele,   perc 
tendre,   maitre  equitable,  citoyen  zele ;  tra- 
vail! e 
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vallle  a  fervir  ton  pays  par  tes  forces,  tes  ta- 
lens,  ton  induftrie,  tes  vertus.  Fais  part  a 
tes  afTocies  des  dons  que  la  nature  t' a  fait; 
repand  le  bien-etre,  le  contentement  et  la 
joie  fur  tous  ceux  qui  t'  approchent :  que  la 
fphere  de  tes  adions,  rendue  vivante  par  tes 
bienfaits  reagiffe  fiir  toi-meme ;  fois  fur  que 
r  homme  qui  fait  des  heureux  ne  peut  etre 
Jui-mcme  mal-heureux.  En  te  conduifant 
ainfi,  quelque  foient  I'injuftice,  et  1' aveu- 
glement  des  etres  avec  qui  ton  fort  te  fait 
vivre,  tu  ne  feras  jamais  totalement  prive 
des  recompenfes  qui  te  feront  dues ;  nulle 
force  fur  la  terre  ne  pourra  du  moins  te  ravir 
le  contentement  interieur,  cette  fource  la 
plus  pure  de  toute  la  fellcite ;  tu  rentras  a 
chaque  inflant  avec  plaiiir  en  toi-meme;  tu 
ne  trouveras  au  fond  de  ton  cceur  ni  honte, 
ni  terrcur,  ni  remords;  tu  t'  aimeras  ;  tu  fe- 
ras grand  a  tes  yeux  ^  tu  feras  cheri,  tu  feras 
eftime  de  toutes  les  ames  hcnnetes,  dont  le 
fuffrage  vaut  bien  mieux  que  celui  de  la 
multitude  egaree.  Cependant  fi  tu  te  portes 
au  dehors,  des  vifages  contens  t'exprimeront 
la  tendreffe,  1'  interet,  le  fentiment.  Une 
vis,  doat  chaque  inflant  fera  marque  par  la 

paix 
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paix  dc  ton  ame^  et  T  aifedlion  des  etres  qui 
t'environnent,  te  conduira  paiffiblement  au 
terme  de  tes  jours ;  car  il  laut  que  tu  meures; 
mais  tu  te  furvis  deja  par  la  penfee ;  tu 
vivras  toujours  dans  i'  efprit  de  tes  amis,  et 
des  etres  que  tes  mains  ont  rendu  fortunes ; 
tes  vertus  y  ont  d'  avance  erige  des  monu- 
mens  durables.  Si  le  ciel  s'  occupoit  de  loi, 
il  feroit  content  de  ta  conduite,  quand  la 
terre  en  eft  contente,"* 

79- 

Piety,  or  dut}^  to  God,  is  a  duty  founded 
upon  fad:,  as  well  as  duty  to  man.  It  is 
nothing  more  than  refignation  and  thankf- 
giving,  a6lions  or  afFedions  are  as  ftrongly 
fuggelled  by  the  nature  of  things,  as  juftice 
and  benevolence. 

80. 

Hartley's  folution  of  the  chief  difficulty 
with  refped  to  a  fupreme  intelligent  caufe. 

ii.  32. 

**  If  there  be  nothing  but  matter  in  the 
world,  then  the  motions  and  modifications 

of 

•  Mirabaud  ii-  443. 
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of  matter  muil  be  the  caufe  of  intelligence. 
But  even  finite  intelligences,  fuch  as  that  of 
man,  for  inftance,  ihew  fo  much  ikill  and 
defign  in  their  conftitution,  as  alfo  to  fliew 
that  their  caufes,  i.  e.  the  appropriated  mo- 
tions and  modifications  of  matter,  mull;  be 
appointed  and  conduced  by  a  prior  and  fu- 
perior  intelligence.  The  infinite  intelli- 
gence of  God,  therefore,  (proved  in  the 
third  propofitlon,)  fince  it  refults  from  the 
motions  and  modifications  of  matter,  re- 
quires another  infinite  intelligence  to  diredl 
thefe  motions,  which  is  abfurd.  God  is, 
therefore,  proved  to  be  immaterial  from 
his   infinite  intelligence. 

**  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  our  fenfes  convey- 
nothing  to  us  but  imprefiions  from  matter; 
and,  therefore,  that  we  can  have  no  exprefs 
original  ideas  of  any  things,  befides  material 
ones ;  whence  we  are  led  to  conclude,  that 
there  is  nothing  but  matter  in  the  univerfe. 
However,  this  is  evidently  a  prejudice  drawn 
from  our  fituation,  and  an  argument  taken 
merely  from  our  ignorance  and  the  narrow- 
neis  of  our  faculties.  Since,  therefore,  on 
the  other  hand,  mere  m.atter  appears  quite 

unable 
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unable  to  account  for  the  fimpleft  and  mofl 
ordinary  phasnomena,  we  muil  either  fup- 
pofe  an  immaterial  fubftance,  or  eh'e  fuppofe, 
that  matter  has  fome  powers  and  properties 
different  and  fuperior  to  thofe  which  appear. 
Cut  this  lad  fuppoiition  is  the  fame  in  eitcdl 
asthe  firil ,  though,  on  account  of  the  im- 
perfcdion  of  language,  it  feems  to  be  diffe- 
rent. 

**  At  the  fame  time  it  ought  to  be  obferved, 
that  if  a  perfon  acknowledges  the  infinite 
power,  knov/iedge,  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
the  proofs  of  which  are  prior  to,  and  quite 
independent  on  that  of  his  immateriality, 
this  perfon  acknowledges  all  that  is  of  prac- 
tical importance.  But  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  materiality  of  the  divine  nature, 
has  a  tendency  to  leffen  our  reverence  for  it, 
and,  confequently,  to  invalidate  the  proofs  of 
the  divine  power,  knowledge,  and  goodnefs." 

N.  B.  This  is  an  admirable  and  full  an- 
fwer  to  the  chief  objedion  in  Pvlirabaud; 
and  may  be  placed  in  a  ftill  ftronger  light, 
if  we  adopt  the  language  of  Berkley  and 
Malbranche. 

8i.  Let 
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Let  us  fiippofe  a  legiilator  was  to  live  five 
liundred  years,  and,  during  that  whole  time, 
had  the  privilege  of  making  laws  for  Eng- 
land, the  paffions  of  mankind,  &c.  remain- 
ing as  they  are.  What  a  feries  of  fchemes 
would  be  neceflary  to  bring  the  people  to 
virtue  and  happinefs.  So  God,  in  his  dif- 
penfations,  deals  with  mankind  as  men. 

82. 

Thankfgiving,  and  a€i^  of  reiignation, 
fhould  form  the  chief  parts  of  our  pious  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  deity.  Thefe  may  be 
defended  upon  the  fcheme  of  philofophical 
free  will,  or  neceffity,  having  God  for  its 
fource. 

83- 

The  following  is  the  Hate  of  too  many  of 

the  clergy  and  fellows  of  colleges,  not  to  their 

difpraife,    but  by  neceffity ;    "  che  eli'endo 

privo  de  quello  flimolo  della  vita  attiva,  che 

e  la  neceffita  di  cuflodire,  O  di  aume'ntare  i 

commodi  della  vita,    lafcia  alle  paffioni  di 

opinione,  che  non  fono  le  meno  forti,  tutta 

la  lore  energia," 

84.   Csfar 
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84. 

Cxfar  obferved,  that  "  omnia  mala  exem- 
pla  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  funt."*  Hence,  the 
corruptionsofchriftianity  under  popery  prove 
its  primaeval  excellence. 

85. 

The  following/ exprefTes  my  very  fenti- 
ment,  as  exprefled  in  my  fermon. 

**  On  demande  s'il  efl  poflible  d'almer  la 
vertu  pour  elle-meme.  C  efl:  peut-etre  le 
fublime  inftind:  de  quelques  ames  privi- 
legiees ;  mais  toutes  les  fois  que  1'  amour 
de  la  vertu  eft  reflechi,  il  eft  interefte.  Ne 
croyez  pas  que  cet  aveu  foit  humiliant  pour 
la  nature,  vous  allez  voir  que  1'  interet  de 
la  vertu  s'  epure  et  s'  ennoblit  comme  celui 
de  r  ami  tie,  V  un  fervira  d'exemple  a  1' autre. 

**  D'abord  V  amitie  n'eftproduite  que  par 
des  vues  de  convenance,  d'  agrement  et  d' 
Utllite.  Infenfiblement  1'  effet  ie  degage  de 
la  caufe ;  les  motifs  s'  evanouiilent,  le  fen- 
timent  refte ;  on  y  trcuve  un  charme  in- 
^onnu  ',  on  y  s'  attache  par  habitude  la  dou- 
ceur 

*  Sail.  Bel'..  Cat.  51. 
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ceur  de  fon  exiftence :  des  lors  les  pelnes 
ont  beau  prendre  la  place  des  plaifirs  que 
Ton  attendoitj  on  facrifie  a  1' amitle  tous 
les  biens  qu'  on  efperolt  d'  elle ;  et  ce  fenti- 
ment,  con9u  dans  la  jole,  fe  nourrit  et  s' 
accroit  au  milieu  des  douleurs.  II  en  eil  de 
meme  de  la  vertu.  Pour  attirer  les  ccsurs, 
il  faut  qu'  elle  prefente  V  attrait  de  1'  agre- 
ment  ou  de  1'  utilite  :  car  avant  de  1'  aimer, 
on  fel'aime;  et  avant  d' en  avoir  joul,  on 
cherche  en  elle  un  autre  bien.  Quani  Re- 
gulus,  dans  fa  jeuneffe,  la  vit  pour  la  pre- 
miere fois,  elle  etoit  t!."iom*hantc,  et  cou- 
ronnee  de  e;loire  :  il  fe  paflionna  pour  elle  * 
et  vous  favez  s'  11  1'  abandonna,  lorfqu'  elle 
lui  montra  des  fers,  des  tortures,  et  des 
ucners.    '- 

86. 

The  following  two  maxims  arc  the  funi 
and  fubftance  of  all  pradical  religion,  ill. 
In  thofs  cifcumfiances,  which  will  not  bend 
to  our  will,  to  reil  reiis;ned  to  the  courfe  of 
things,  fatisfied  that  they  are  direcSted  by  the 
hand  of  providence  to   the   general   good, 

2d. 

*  Marmontel.  Belirairc.  ici. 
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2d.  In  thofe  circumllances  which  are  influ* 
enced  by  our  wills,  to  ftrive  to  conform 
them  to  the  general  courfe  of  providence^ 
i.  e.  aiming  to  diredt  them  to  the  greateft 
good,  and  cherifliing  in  our  hearts  the  love 

of  human   kind.      (Mr. fays,  that 

the  foldiers  and  failors  hold  the  dodlrine  of 
predeftination,  which  fupports  them,  and 
at  leafl  makes  them  eafy.)  The  foi-egoing 
maxims  are  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  in  an 
hour  when  truth  is  moil  likely  to  prevail, 
loth  0(51.  — 73. 

87. 

If  the  Newtonian  and  Maclaurinian  me- 
thod of  proving  a  deity  w^ill  not  ftrike,  every 
other  method,  or  more  complex  proof,  muft 
fail.  The  mind  which  rejeds  them  muft 
rcjed:  every  other  fpecies  of  proof,  and  is 
unable  to  comprehend  any  truth  whatfoever. 

88. 

Natural  religion  teaches  us  to  hope  for  an 
hereafter.     Revelation  aflures  us  of  it.    Na- 
tural religion  teaches   us  to  hope,  that  if  a 
man  repent,   God  will  pardon.     Jefus  pro- 
claimed 
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claimed  remiffion  of  fins,  i.  e.  he  fiievvedj 
hy  the  fad  of  inviting  men  to  repent,  that 
a  converfion  of  the  heart  to  God  would  be 
accepted  by  the  father  of  mankind,  I  do- 
not  fuppofe  that  a  perfon  embracing  chrifti- 
anity  without  pradifing  the  virtues,  would 
be  happy;  but  he  was  put  in  the  way  of 
making  the  proper  atonem^ent,  by  the  au- 
thoritative declaration  of  God's  pardon  in 
cafe  of  amendment.  Thefe,  the  two  grand 
purpofes  of  Chriil's  coming.       31  ft   Dec. 

^773' 

89. 

The  flrongefl  argument  for  God's  creative 
power,  and  difpoling  and  preferving  provi- 
dence, from  thefe  three  fedions  of  Newton, 
the  9th,  the  nth,  and  the  12th.  The  par- 
ticles of  matter  might,  for  any  thing  we  fee, 
have  attraded  one  another,  according  to  an 
infinite  variety  of  laws,  but  the  inverfe 
fquare  the  only  wife  one.  This  in  my  opi- 
nion deftroys  all  the  reafonings   of  Mira- 

baud.    My  ledures  to are,  I  truil,  jufl, 

9th  Jan.  1774. 

N  2  Four 
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90. 

Four  points  in  chriftianlty.  ift.  Remif- 
iion  of  iins  on  repentance  alTured  to  us  by 
fadl.  2d.  Refurredion  on  the  fame  foun- 
dation. Duties,  ift.  Love  of  God.  2d.  Love 
of  man.  A  delft  receives  thefe  from  the 
light  of  nature.  A  chriflian  from  the  ex- 
prefs  revelations  from  the  author  of  nature. 
See  all  this  in  Tit.  ii.  11. 

91. 

Natural  rights  which  are  not  created,  but 
only  fecured by  fociety.  i.  Life.  2.  Liberty. 
3.  Property.  4.  Marriage.  5.  Divine  wor- 
ihip. 

92. 

Women  are  net  dealt  with  juflly  by  the 
laws  of  the  land.  All  laws  of  inferiority 
fliould  be  repealed.  Compad:  fuppofes  equa- 
lity. 
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STATUS  ANIMARUM  IN  IKTERVALLO  MORTIS  AT- 
QUE  RESURRECTIONIS  AGENTIUM  QUICQUAM 
SIVE  SENTIENTIUM  EX  SACRIS  LITERIS  COL-. 
tIGI    NECL- IT. 

Si    quis    eorum    inflituta   et    prsecepta, 
quos  fapientum  nomine  priorum  a^tatum  lau- 
des  honeftarunt,  animo  recenferet  et  luftra- 
ret,    multum   fane   fibi    gratularetur   nato, 
cum  pkno  orbe  revelationis  lumen  mortali- 
bus  affulfit.  Sive  enim  fpes  homlnum  vanas 
et  caducas  fpedtemus,  five  eorundem  vitas  ad 
philofophiss  fallacis   normam  effidas  con- 
templemur,    in   moribus    inconftantia,    in 
morte  defperatio  fcEva  dominata  eft.    Quam-f- 
plurimi  certe  ante  Chriftum  natum  extite- 
runt  do^trina  perpoliti,  honefliffimis  mori- 
bus ornati,  civium  decus  et  tutamen.    Quid 
vero  a  nobis  cenfendum  eft,    cum  eofdem. 
videmus  fupremo  fpiritu  profitentes  virtutem 
nomen  tffe.  inane,  ac  nil  poft  mortem  a  mor- 
talibus    fperandum  ?     Semper    ante    oculos 
verfatur  vulgus   fuperftitionibus   pravis  de- 
ditum  et  implicitum,  omiji  morum  fpurcitie 

N   4  inquina- 
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inqumatum.     Apparuit  Chriflus  folis  inftar 
imbres  atque  nubes  diffipantis,   et   flatini, 
diffuglunt  tenebra?, 
**  placatumque  nltet  difFufo  lumine  caelum." 

Mortaliuni  generi  erroris  fpecie  omni- 
rnoda  laboranti  tandem  fuccurritur  :  philo- 
fophis  forma  vere  divina  fefc  caelo  demifit, 
et  vultu  ad  fedes  beatas  penitus  converfo  nos 
a  Lethaso  amni,  a  mortis  nigrore  fempiterno 
evellens  atque  vindicans,  Elyfii  campos  late 
diffufos  oculis  fuKjecit,  etfavente  fide,  nos  in 
ipfo  cssli  limine  collocavit. 

Qiianquam  vero  ille  fummus  preceptor, 
cui  foli  in  ecclefiam  fuam  a  Deo  conceditur 
dominium,  ut  nobis  vifum  eft,  omnia  clare 
atque  dilucide  propofuit :  exorta  efl:  tamen 
per  multa  fecula  fummis  adverfantlum  viri- 
bus  agitata  queilio :  de  qua  fecandum  aca- 
demias  inllituta  jam  a  nobis  difputandum  efl:. 

Septlmo    ut    traditur    decurrente    feculo 

prlmo  exortus  efl  eorum  error,   qui  volunt 

vitd   defunctorum   animas    poenis   exerceri, 

donee  omnes  excefferint  corporeas  pefles,  et 

longa  dies  concretam  labem  exemerit,    et 

a?thereum  fenlum  purum  et  fimplicem  reli- 

^ucrit.*     Kinc  renatum  efl  figmentum  Im- 

mortalitatis 
'*^'  Virg.  iEn.  vi.  745. 
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mortalltatis  anlms  ad  purgatoril  ignis  doc- 
trinam  qusOuofifrimam  flabiliendam  ap- 
prime  aptum  et  neceflarium.  Inde  in  ec- 
cleiiam  anglicanam  at  miris  modis  inflexum 
atque  modificatum  profluxit,  et  paululum 
temporis  inter  confefTiones  noitras  locum 
fibi  vindicavit.  Elizabetha  principatum  te- 
nente,  deliramenta  hinc  nafcentia  fanior  stas 
profligavit,  emendati  quidem  feculi,  et  doc- 
tiorum  hominum  opprobria,  ad  fomnia  fcho- 
lalHcorum  vero  jam  jamque  abitura. 

Priufquam  autem  inveftlgemus  utrum  ani- 
mis  concedatur  vigor  perennis  et  immortalis, 
caute  diftinguendum  eft  inter  qua:ftiones 
qua?  idem  fonare  videntur,  ab  invicem  tamen 
toto  cxlo,  ut  dicitur,  femots.  Qui  enim 
flatuunt  ftatum  futurum  ope  rationis  quod- 
ammodo  patere,  nos  minime  habent  fecuni 
dimdentes,  nam  ftrenue  pro  numinis  provi- 
dentia  et  ip{i  propugnamus,  libentiffime  fa- 
pientiam  ac  poteniiam  fummi  rerum  con- 
ditoris  et  patris  prsdicamus,  atque  ex  be- 
nignitatis  in  genus  humanum  hadenus  ex- 
ex'citag  indiciis  felicin-ma  auguria  favoris  in 
poflerum  erga  bono  duci  polle  coniitemur. 
Qui   nos   ex  puiyere  iinxit  et  formavit  in 

pulverem 
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pujverem  converfos  ad  vitalis  aurse  commu* 
nionem  revocare  poteft;  nee  de  voluntate 
quaiilio  eft. 

*'  At  poHta  hominum  vitafutura  fequitur 
necefiario  animsE  humance  immcrtalitas." 
Hanc  vera  conclufionem  fequi  ex  iis,  quas 
de  infinlta  Dei  potentia,  faplentia  et  bonitate 
conceduntur,  negamus.  Probant  nimirum 
argumenta  hinc  defumpta,  hominibus  in 
terram  cadentibus  fpem  quandam  refervari ; 
ir.inime  vero  oftendunt,  animam  a  corpore 
jfejundam    in  JEternum  durare. 

Ad  legem  vero  et  teftimonuimprovocemus. 

Paulus  ad  dilediffimum  in  evangelic  fi- 
Hum  Timothcum  fcribens,  hifce  verbis  hor- 
tatur.  **  Noli  itaque  eriibefcere  teuimo- 
nium  domini  noftri,  neque  me  vintlum 
ejus  :  fed  collabora  evangeiio  fecundum  vir- 
tutem  Dei,  qui  nos  liberavit,  et  vocavit  vo- 
catione  fua  fanda,  non  fecundum  opera 
noftra,  fed  fecundum  propofitum  fuum  et 
gratiam  qus  data  eft  nobis  in  Chrifto  Jefu 
ante  tempera  fascuiariaj  manifeftata  eft  au- 
tern  nunc  per  illuminationem  falvatoris 
noftri  Jefu  Chrifti,    qui   deftruxit   quideni 

mortem* 


(     '87     ) 

mortem,  illuminavlt  autem  vitam  et  incor- 
ruptionem  per  evangelium  ?"* 

Qui  hcEC  verba  fanius   interpretati  funt, 
in   duas   fententias    abiiiTe  videntur. 

Quibufdam  nempe  pro  comperto  habetur, 
Paulum  in  hoc  loco  ad  Adami  peccatum  at- 
que  poenam  refpexiile.  Horum  fententis  mi- 
nime  nos  inficias  ibimus.  Credunt  itidem 
Adamum  immortali  natura  primo  gauden- 
tem,  ob  lacrymabilem  fuum  lapfum  fpem 
hancce  l^tam  et  condltionem  deponere  co- 
adlum  efie,  aerumnis  atque  morti  in  pofte- 
rum  obnoxium.  Had:enus  nos  fecum  con- 
fentientes  trahunt.  Ponunt  denique  oh 
Chrifti  merita  peccatum  hocce  humano 
generi  condonari,  et  animce  reftltui  vigorem 
in  omne  eevum  permanfurum.  Horum  fen- 
tentlam  a  nolira  quidem  toto  c^elo  fejungi 
prsdicamus. 

Allam  opinlonem  tuendam  fufceperunt 
permulti,  de  orbe  chridiano  optime  meriti, 
quam  nuper  quidem  celebernau  archidia- 
coni  Londinenfis  patrocinio  honeitatam  vi- 
^emus.     In  cujus  caflra,  tanta  eft  hoininis 

admJratio, 

*  2  Tim.  i.  8—10, 
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admiratio,  libentiiTime  tranfiremus,  ii  nos 
non  tui,  O  facrolanda  Veritas,  prohiberet 
amor !  tuam  enim  imaginem  et  amabilem 
formain  cum  Athanafio  commorantem,  fi 
quidem  cum  Athanafio  homine  nequifTimo 
ct  heretico  vel  pundum  temporis  commo- 
rari  fuftineres,  veneramur ;  invifum  vero  at- 
que  tetrum  erroris  fimulachrum,  etiam  ii  in 
pe6tore  fandiffimis  moribus  ornato,  et  Ipi- 
rituvere  chriftiano  inflrudo  delitefcat;  etiam 
fi  iofe  patrocinetur  Jortinus,  refpuimus  et 
oppugnamus. 

Hofce  igitur  ii  audiamus,  immortalitatis 
dodlrinam  hadenus  obfcure  figniiicatam  fo- 
lummodo  colluRravit  Chriftus.  Mortales  a 
falutis  viis  atque  femitis  palantes  rcduxit, 
animarum  immortalitatem  et  cceli  portas 
fidelium  oculis  re^eravit,  fubjecit :  Se  clarum 
nuncium  atque  iidum  numinis  benigniflimi 
interpretem  morte  fua  et  refurredione  con- 
firmavit. 

Nobis  vero  ali^id  iter  progredientibus  vi- 
detur  humano  generi  h^ec  primus  retulifTe, 
revelaiTe  Chriftus  :  abolita  non  quidem 
mortCj  qucE  etiamnum  in  genus  hominum 
defevit,  abolito  autem  fempiterno  mortis  in 

Adami 
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AdamI  pofleros  domlnlo.  Corpore  in  ci- 
neres  reda6to,  animam  ipfam,  animam  dico 
extingui  necelTe  eft.  In  fepulcro  mens  et 
corpus  pariter  fopita  quiefcunt,  nee,  G.  re- 
rum  naturam  per  interpretem  fuum  Lucre- 
tium  loquentem  audiamus, 

Quilquam  expergitus  exflat, 
Frigida  quem  femel  eft  vital  paufa  feciita. 

Deovero  omnipotent!,  qui  rerum  curfum 
atque  exitum,  et  naturae  vices  arbitrio  fuo"^ 
temperat  et  difponit,  hunc  fatorum  ordinem 
refcindere  placuit;  has  nature  leges,  naturs 
parens,  abrogavit,  refixit.  Nee  placito  ob- 
flat  quam  nunc  cernimus  corporis  humani 
in  terram,  unde  etiam  fumptum  fuit,  con- 
verfioi  nee  ob  lapfum  Adami  anims  ex- 
tindio,  et  oblivia  rerum.  Nobis  quldem, 
vel  iifdem,  ut  dicitur,  pcfonis,  qui  nunc  con- 
jugio  corporis  atque  animce  apti  vivimus, 
vitam  immortalem,  hoc  ell  vitam,  jcrumnis 
atque  morti  miriime  obnoxiam,  polliceri 
poteft  Deus,  et  ab  integro  tali  vita  vel  Vi- 
vendi conditione  nos  pofthac  fuo  tempore 
donare. 

Nee  quifquam  de  nobis  tanquam  hsc  ex 
procaci  ingenio  et  petulant!  effutientibus  ex- 

iftumet  I 


iftumet;  Chriftus  enim  et  apofloli  aflevc- 
rant  diem  inftare,  patri  foli  notum,  impiis 
fane  terribilem  et  jure  formidandum,  plis 
vero  fedulo  expedandum,  in  quo  qui  mortui 
funt  vocem  filii  Dei  exaudient,  et  vitam 
a^ternam,  ii  probe,  pie,  et  caflis  vixerint,  con- 
fequentur. 

En  ftatum  chrirrianorum  futurum !  en 
verba  veritatis  quse  fpes  naturae,  quae  rationis 
judicia  ampliffime  confirmant ! 

De  immortalitate  animaruni  vero  et  de 
earundem  natura  prorfus  filetur.  Refurrec- 
tione  Chrifti,  tanquam  rupe  ventis  atque 
seflu  marino  inconcufTo  et  immoto,  innititur 
refurredio  noftra.  ChriRus  furrexit,  refur- 
gentium  primitiaej  adveniente  Chrillo,  nos 
itidem  refurgemus. 

Quoniam  vero  mos  nunc  per  multa  faicula 
invaluit,  ut,  verba  veritatis  derelinquentes 
ad  philofophorum  placita  confugiamus,  et 
qusBftionern  vere  theologicam  ethnicorum 
fomniis  et  argutiis  et  difputatiunculis  teme- 
rernus,  quredam  ab  iifdem  fontibus,  nos 
quoque  dellbemus. 

Socrates  tenuilTe  dicltur  animos  homlnum 
elTe   divinos,    eorumque  duplices   curfus   e 

corpore 
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corpora  excedentlum  :  impils  quoddam  iter 
efTe,  feclufum  a  concilio  Deorum;  bonis 
vero  et  caftis  ad  Decs  a  quibus  elient  pro- 
fedi  facilem  reditum  patere.  Scilicet  vir 
probus,  caftuSj  et  ferme  chrirtianus  omnia 
nutu  entis  fapientiiTimi  et  benigniffimi  ad- 
miniftrari  fenCit.  Mortalia  vero  omnia  qus- 
cunque  fenfibus  cfFeruntur  percipiens>  vita 
atque  refurredione  a  Chrifto  nondum  pate- 
fadta,  ad  animarum  immortalitatem  ftatini 
confugit;  ne  fententiam  fuam  pens  finga- 
larem  de  numinis  fummi  juftitia  et  bonitate 
prorfus  abjiceret. 

Zeno,  ftoicorum  princeps  atque  pater, 
animum  efle  ignem,  contrahi,  atque  labi, 
concidere  et  dormire  dixiffe  perhibetur. 

Immortalitatis  animarum  acerrim.um  vin- 
dicem  fuiffe  Platonem  coniitemur.  Anima: 
vero  efle  triplicem  naturam  flatuens,  princi- 
patum  vel  rationem  in  capite  tanquam  in. 
arce  collocans,  iram  in  peftore,  et  cupidi- 
tatem  fubter  pr^cordia  detrudens,  hsc  om- 
nia non  a  natura  quadam  fubtili,  oculorum 
obtutum  fugienti  exorta,  plane  vero  nonii- 
nari  pofle  afFedlus  corporis  tangibilis  et  fen-' 
filis,  profitetur. 

Alii 
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Alii  animam  harmoniam,  alii  motionem 
c(^e  quandara  continuatam  et  perennem, 
prgedicarunt ;  fcilicet  vel  nugas  agentes,  aut 
revera  nihil  efTe  animam  ftatuenteF;,  et  ad 
entia  rationis,  ut  dicitur,  referendam. 

Epicuri  fententia  bene  nota  efi,  fumml 
quidem  viri,  et  omni  laude  merito  ornati  et 
eumulati :  hujufce  de  hac  re  dogmata  car- 
minibus  fuis  pcpne  divinis  immortalitati  con- 
fecravit  Lucretius :  qui  argumentis  pluf- 
quam  viginti  gravifiimis  demonftravit,  mor- 
talem  vivere  mentem.  Quid  enim  ut  fum- 
mus  ipfe  poeta  loquitur. 

Quid  enim  divertius  ci^e  putandum  efl, 
Aut  magis  inter  fe  disjund:um,difcrepitanfque, 
Quam   mortale   quod    eft,    immortali    atque 

perenni 
Jun6tum;  in  concilio  fevas  tolerareprocellas ! 

Aemen  claudat  vir  celeberrimus,  de  quo 
fequentia  a  Marco  Tullio  referuntur. 

*'  Dica:archus,  in  eo  fermone,  quern  Co- 
rlnthi  habxtum  tribu.>  libris  exponit,  Phere- 
cratem  quendam  Pthiotam  fenem  difteren- 
tem  Inducit,  nihil  effc  omnino  animum,  et 
nomen  totum  inane ;  fruftraque  animalia  et 
animantes    appellarij     namque   in    homine 

inefle 

*  Liicr.  lib.  ill.  V.  804* 
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meiTe  neque  aRimum  nee  animam,  nee  in  beA 
tia :  vimque  6)mnem  earn  quavel  agamus  quid, 
Vel  fentiamus,in  omnibus  corporibus  vivis  se- 
quabiiiter  effe  fufam,  nee  feparabilem  a  cor- 
pore  effe,  quippe  qua  nulla  fit :  nee  fit  quic- 
quam,  nifi  corpus  unum  et  fimplex  ita  figura- 
tum,  ut  temperatione  naturae  vigeat  et  fcn^ 
tiat.    * 

Huic  Pherecrati  Pthiots  feni  ex  intimo 
animo  atque  corde  nos  quidem  alTentirnur. 

Animas  hominum  effe  immateriales,  et 
nihilominus  vertnibiis  rodi,  igni  material! 
fubjici,  torreri,  recentiorum  quoru'ndam  fig- 
mentum  eft.  Quicunque  olim  animain  effe 
immortalem  philofophati  funt,  materiali  na- 
tura  donarunt.  In  hifce  nugis  difcutiendis 
diutius  immorari  pudebit. 

Ss'piffime  vero  qui  fani  et  orthodoxi  au- 
diunt,  muffitant  dodores;  Deum  quidem 
immortali talis  animarum  fignificationem  et 
oblcuram  quandam  imaginem  Moii  et  pro- 
phetis  induUiffe.  x'^t  loca  require,  Mihi 
enim  veterum  Droohetarum  fermones  reco- 
lenti,  Davidis  obverfatur  oratio  fa?pius  eju- 
iantis,   *^  Scis    inter   mortuos  nemlnem    V-ii 

memo- 

*  Tufc,  Qiisefi:.  lib-  I. 
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memorem  :  in  fcpulcro  neminem  tuas  laudes 
celebrare.*  Quodnam  lucrum  eft  in  fanguine 
meo  cum  in  foveam  defcendero  ?  an  laudabit 
tepulvis  ?  an  veritatem  tuam  nunciabit  P-f-  In 
fepulcrone  narratur  benignitas  tua,    et  vera- 
citas  tua  in  ftatu,  in  quo  funt  qui  perierunt  ? 
An  in  tenebris  innotefcunt  mirabilia  tua,  et 
juftitia  in  terra  oblivionis  ?"J    Ifaiamaudia- 
mus  :   *' Mortui  non  revivifcunt,  vitafundti 
non    refurgunt.  ||     Neque   enim   fepulcrum 
laudabit,  aut  mors  te  celebrabit,  neque  qui 
in  foveam  defcendunt,  fidem  a  te  datam  ex- 
ped:abunt."§    Quidve  in  re  tarn  clara  memo- 
rem filium  Davidis  fapientifTimum,   qui  di- 
ferte  dicit,    "  unus  interitus   eft  hominis   et 
jumentorum,  et    jequa    utriufque   conditio* 
Sicut  moritur  homo,   lie  et  ilia  moriuntur, 
fimiliter  fpirant  omnia,  et  nihil  habet  homo 
jumento  amplius.  Cunda  fubjacent  vanitati, 
et  omnia  pergunt  ad  unum  locum.    De  terra 
fada  funt,  et  in    terram   pariter   revertun- 

tur."  f 
At  mortul  irafci,  infolefcere,  masrere,  plan- 

gerc 
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gere  dicuhtuf,  agere  igitur  et  icntlie  neceilc 
eil  ut  Goncedamus. 

Haiufce  errofis  orlginem  primus  referat 
Tullius Cicero;  podea  prsfulem  Oxonienfem 
celeberrimum,  cinni  lioftra  laude   majorem, 

audiemus. 

"  Qua  in  fede  maneant  animi,  qualefque 
fmt,  ratione  difcendum  eft:  cujus  ignoratio 
finxit  inferos.  In  terram  enim  cadentibus, 
hifque  humo  textis,  (e  quo  duaum  eft  hu- 
mari,)  fub  terram  cenfebant  reliquam  vitani 
agi  mortuorum :  quam  eorum  opinionem 
magni  errores  confecuti  funt,  quos  auxerunt 
poets  ;  tantumque  valuit  error,  ut  corpora 
cremata  cum  fcirent,  tamcn  ea  iieri  apud 
inferos  fingerent,  qus  fine  corporibus  nee 
fieri  poflent  nee  intelligi."^ 

In  Lovvthii  prcele6tionibus  de  facra  hebrseo- 
fum  poefi,  ha;c  verba  prselara  invenimus. 

"  Qualis  itaque  ab  animis  a  corpore  fe- 
juiKflis  vita  viveretur,  quis  eorum  locus,  for- 
ma, conditio,  Hcbra:-ijuxtacum  ceteris  mor- 
talibus  in  fumma  ignoratione  verfabantur. 
Neque  eos  hac  in  parte  vel  minimum  facri 
codices  adjuvere  ',  baud  quia  banc  iis  cogni- 
tionem  invideret    divina   revclatio,    fed  quia 

O  2  humane? 
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Immanse  mentis  conditio  earn  omnino  noil 
recipiat ;  quas  cum  res  a  corpore  et  ma- 
teria remotas  contemplatur>  propriarum  no- 
tion um  inopia  cogitur  ad  improprias  confu- 
gere,  et  corporeis  incorporea  quadantenus  ad- 
umbrare.  Cum  itaque  viderent  corpora  vita 
fun(5ta  in  terram  cadere,  eoque  modo  quo  dic- 
tum eft  fepulcio  condi,  percrebuit  apud  He- 
brsos,  ut  apud  csteros  etiam,  opinio  qusdam 
popularis,  agi  fub  terra  vitam  mortuorum  de- 
inceps  confequentem:  quam  ut  adfcifcerent 
vates  facri,  etiam  neceffe  erat,  fi  modo  de  hac 
re  omnino  loqui  et  intelligi  vellent. 

"  Atque  hinc  plane  eft  quod  mortui  toties 
dicuntur  defcendere  in  foveam,  in  inferiora 
terrse,  ad  portas  et  penetralia  lethl ;  ad  faxa^ 
ad  latera,  ad  repagula  caverns :  hauiit  eos 
avidis  faucibus  fepulcrum,  atque  os  iis  oc- 
cludlt :  decumbunt  in  Barathro^  in  loca  vafta, 
in  voraginem,  tenebrafque  profundiffimas 
demerli  -,  in  terram  callginis,  et  umbram 
mortis,  Imm.anem,  tetram,  carentemordine; 
et  ubi  pro  luce  veluti  diradiatur  caligo."* 

Nunc  vero  chriftum  et  apoftolos  adeamus  ; 
tt  flatim  perfentio,  quod,  largior  hie  campos 

2:ther, 

*  Prselec.feptima.  edit,  1763. 
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ather,  et  lurnlne  veftit  purpureo :  etenim  non 
imaginibus  cbfcuris  atque  fimulacris,    non 
longls  ambagibus  adunjbratus  nobis  declara- 
tur  rcDortatus  de  morte  triumphus.    Omnia 
clareet  dilucide  fideliumoculis  proponuntur. 
Mortem  abolevit  victor  Chriflus,  et  per  evan- 
gelium  vitam  et  immortalitatem  illuftravit. 
A  Joanne  indiicitur  diferte  dicens ;    **  de- 
fcendi   de   ca:lo  non  ut  meam,  fed  ut  ejus 
qui    me  mi  (it  voluntatem  exequar  ;  hsec  eft 
autem  patris  qui  me  miiit  voluntas,  ut  quic- 
quid  mini  dederit  nihil  ex  eo  deperdam,  fed 
ultimo  die  illud  i-efufcitem."*   Se  vocat  iti- 
dem  primum  et  ultimum,  fe  habere  gloria- 
tur  claves   infcrorum  et  mortis,  fe  in  gloria 
patris  tandem  venturum  confirm.at,  clangente 
tuba,  angelorum   comitatu    flipatum,  mor- 
tuos  rcfufcitatcs  una  cum  viventibus  in  c^ios 
fore  rapiendos,    ut  domino  in   aere   obviam 
camus,    et  ita  cum  domino  in  sternum  ha- 
bitemus. 

Nondum  vero  venit  ea  hora,  nondum  fo- 
nuit  tuba 3  etiamjium  fanCtorum  corpora,  et  fi 
dentur  animas,  animal  etiam  in  fepulcris  deli- 
tefcunt.     In  quodnam  ergo  tempus  relegare 

O  3  velis 
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veils  judicis  mortuorum  et  viventium  ad-* 

ventum,    nieritafque  et   prJEclaras    difcipu- 

lorum  Chrilli  palmas  ?  Ex  quo  enim  ma- 

jores  obdormiverunt,  omnia  in  eodem  flatu 

ab  orbe  condito  perfeverant. 

Illufores  hofce,  quos  in  ultimis  tempo- 

ribus  ventures  vaticinatus  eft  Chriftus,  hoc 

modo  convincit  et  redarguit  Fetrus.    "  Non 

tardat  dominus  promifTum  ut  nonnulli  tardi- 

tateni  interpretantur,  led  lentus  eft  erganos, 

nolens  quenquam  perire,  fed  ornnes  ad  pa?- 

nitentiam  volens  reverti."*  Et  poftea,  nead- 

verfarii  triumphos  agant,  ne  fratres  chriftiani 

longa  expedtatione  contabefcant,  animos  eo- 

rum  fubito  et  inopinato  Chrlfti  adventu  eri- 

gere  et  confolari  conatur.     *'  Veniet  qui- 

dem  doiiiini  dies  ut  fur  nodu ;  in  qua  csli 

mao^no  imnetu  interibunt,  elementa  arden-» 

tia  diffolventnr,  et  tellas  et  qux  funt  in  ea 

conflagrabLint."-[-    Atque  ftatim,  cos  ad  quos 

miftaeft  epiflola,  alloquitur;   "  qua  propter, 

chariffimi  his  expedandis,  date  operam  ut  ab 

eo  immacukti  et  inculpati  cum  pace  repe- 

riamini.".]; 

Eodem 

*  2.  Pet.  iii.  g,  t  ^^'^'  ^'*'  ^®' 
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Eodem  more  atqne  modo  omnibus,  qui 
{efe  differentem  audiverunt,  vigilandum  eGh 
confirmavit  Chriflus.  Ab  omnibus  fide- 
Jibus  etiam  ab  apoftolis,  adventum  ejus  in 
gloria  patris  expedlandum, 

lifdem  dolorum  et  segritudinum  fomentis, 
ThefTalonicenfes  fuos  graviter  commotos,  et 
ob  interitum  amicorum  immodice  lugentes, 
confolatur  Paulus,  PIoravifTe  videntur  et 
congemuiiTe  eorum  cafum,  qui  morte  obita, 
ab  omni  fpe  hereditatis  fuse  confequendse 
dejedi  et  depulii  videbantur.  Coloribus 
plane  diffimilibus  recentiorum  confolatoria 
depingitur  atque  illuminatur  oratio.  "  Fra- 
tres  et  amici,  ludum  et  masrorem  depo- 
nite,  in  animam  mors  nequaquam  dominari 
valet.  E  corporis  vinculis  erupit,  evafit. 
Sublimis  fcandit  nubes,  ad  a3thera,  unde 
primum  dilapfa  efb,  revertitur^  ad  Unum 
patris  fui  atqiie  Dei  migravit.  Cum  Chriflo 
verfata,  gaudium  fummum  et  falicitatem 
enarrabilem,  percipit,  a  morte  et  morta- 
lium  asrumnis  in  sternum  vindicata." 

Theologum  et  oratorem,  iis  quos  nunc 
fert  tellus  certe  praeflantioreni,  audite  Pau- 
lum.     "  Hoc  vobis  annunciamus  in  verbo 

O  4  domini^ 
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domini,  quod  nos,  qui  vivimus,  qui  refidui 
fumus  in  adventum  domini,  non  prasve-? 
niemus  cos,  qui  dormierunt;  at  mortui  m 
Chriflo  primo  refurgent."*  Qusnam  igi- 
tur  rerum  fades  rspidum  et  arden^em  Pauli 
fpiritum,  plenq  flumine  dum  ferri  videbatur 
pratio,  coercere  potis  eil :  refpondeo,  fa- 
crofandla,  ut  in  Jcfu  invenitiir,  Veritas;  q'aan::^ 
inviolatam  et  intemeratam  fcrvare  decebat, 
Tunc  Thcllalonicenfium  fpes  et  expeita- 
tiones  ad  tempus,  ut  patet,  longinquum  in-^ 
vitus  et  p4ane  coaclus  relegat ;  nee  ut  audi- 
tcrum  animos  ad  partes  fuas  deliniat,  evan- 
gelii  veritatem  ilgmentis  hominum  conta= 
minarc  aufus  efl. 

Etiamnum  adventum  vcro  tardante  Chri- 
{[q,  multorum  amor  tandem  rcfrigefclt,  ad 
fpes  inanes,  ad  iomnia  philofophorum  ite- 
rum  devoluti  fumus.  Jmir.ortalitatem  ani- 
^narum  ad  incudem  revocamus,  et,  claro 
revelationis  1  limine  pofthapito,  ;-eclamante 
ratipne,  pt  natura  rerum,  honediorem  lite- 
rarum  cultum  qiUE  dedeccrant  argutiis  e^ 
difputatiunculis,  ftabilire  conamur.  Nobis 
fane,  miijorcm  xyi  partem  qui  tamcn  fomno 

ppntenqjuSa 
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contcrimus,  adeo  grave  et  acerbum  videtuf 
hocce  intervallum  otio  et  filentio  tranfigere; 
fcilicet  follicitis,  femel  fi  dormire  conceda*- 
tur,  ne  Endymionis  more  in  monte  Latmo 
recumbentis,  in  sternum  dormiendum  Ht. 
Atque  adeo  in  infano  labore,  atque  infelici 
defudavimus,  ut  tandem  refurred:ionem  mor- 
tijorum  a  Chri^o  pollicitam,  et  refurredione 
Chrifli  confirmatam  folam  atque  unicam  fts- 
tusfuturifpemcertamet  indubitatam,  in  ejuf- 
dem  corporis  caduci,  debilis,  et  infirmi  refur- 
rediionem,  fpem  quidem  vermium  magis 
quam  hominum,  penitus  convertimus. 

Argumenta  a  lacris  literis  deprompta,  qul- 
bus  talem  opinionem  tueri  volunt  adverfarii, 
pro  virili  in  difputatione  refellere  conabi- 
mur.  Hujufce  loci  lit  folummodo  fcrupu- 
lum  injicere,  utrum  ha^c  merccs  laborumj 
hasc  virtutis  pra2mia,  tanto  verborum  appa- 
ratu,  tanta  pracdicatione  digna  lint,  dum  ir). 
tenebris  et  carcere  corporis,  ut  dicitur,  clau- 
dantur  anima;,  dira  pati  pofTe,  ct  credimus 
€t  videmus ;  femel  vero  e  cuilodia  corporis 
et  colluvlone  dimiffas  iterum  in  CiEtum  et 
conjugium  corporis  velle  reverti,  prorfus  et 

mirura 
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tniriim  et  incredibile  cenfendum  eft.  Melius 
iEneas, 

O  pater,  anne  aliquas  ad  cffilum  hinc  ire 

putandum  eft 
Sublimes  animas,  iterumque  ad  tarda  reverti 
Corpora?  quslucis  miferis  tarn  diracupido?* 

Certe  ii  quidquam  de  meipfo  priEdicare 
licet,  unice  exopto,  ut  quscunque  revelavit 
Deus,  patienter  inveftigcm,  fideliter  tradam, 
forti  animo  et  invido  defendam.  Ut  doc- 
trinam  Chrifti  vita  atque  moribiis  ad  pietatis 
et  virtutis  normam  rite  com^ofitis  femper 
ornem.  Ut  fiipreaio  fpiritu  exclamare  li- 
ceat,  vixi,  et  quern  dederit  curfurn  nature 
parens,  peregi.-f*  Sit  mihi  denique  libertas, 
evangelii  ob  amorem,  natali  folo  gratior. 
Ill  articulo  mortis  refargendi  certa  fpes,  ia 
ipfa  morte,  alta  quies,  placidufque  fomnus. 

Ex  pracmiftis  igitur  concludo,  quod  ftatus 
animarum  in  intervallo  mortis  atque  refur- 
redionis  agentium  quicquam  five  fentien- 
tium  ex  facris  literis  colligi  nequeat. 

*  VJrg.  JE,n.  VI,  t  lb,  /En.  iv.  654. 
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In  compliance  with  the  fuggeflions  of 
fome  worthy  perfons,  who  had  perufed  a 
letter  I  fent  to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  pre- 
vious to  my  refignatlon,  I  have  now  ftated 
more  fully  my  opinion,  refpeding  the  par- 
ticular point  of  doctrine,  which  gave  occa- 
fion  to  that  meafure  :  I  have  added  fome  re- 
marks concerning  the  fpirit  of  proteftantifm, 
and  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  which  I  hope 
will  not  be  judged  unfeafonable ;  and  have 
fubjoined  the  above-mentioned  letter  to  my 
late  diocefan. 

I  fubmit  my  fentiments  on  thefe  fubjeds 
to  the  candour  of  the  public.  I  would  not 
willingly  Ihock  the  feelings  of  any  pious 
chriftian.  Let  fuch  refled,  that  if  I  have 
embraced  an  opinion  refpeding  the  perfon 
of  our  faviour,  which  is  chargeable  with 
heterodoxy,  my  declaration  of  I'uch  opinion 
cannot  have  the  remoteft  tendency  to  the 

impofitton 
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impoiitlon  of  it  on  his  confcience.  It  is  in 
the  option  of  every  reader  to  rejed:  it,  if  in 
his  own  apprehenfion  it  is  abhorrent  from 
the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel. 

It  has  been  for  fome  time  pad  my  firm 
perfualion,  that  the  dodrine  of  the  trinity, 
as  explained  in  the  creed  of  Athanafius ;  as 
propounded  in  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
church  of  England  j  as  eftablifiied  in  the  li- 
turgy ',  and  further  guarded  by  penal  fane- 
tions  in  an  ad:  of  parliament  palTed  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  third,  is  equally  con- 
trary to  found  reafon  and  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  I  am  fully  fatisfied  that  in  the  di- 
vine nature  there  is  no  plurality  of  perfons^ 
but  that  the  almighty  author  of  the  univerfe 
is,  in  the  flrideft  fenfe  of  the  expreflion, 
ONE.  And  I  think  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  prefent  openly  avowed  adherence  of 
moft  eftabliflied  churches  to  the  contrary 
perfuafion,  which  does  not  appear  to  be 
conformable  to  the  fentiments  of  chriftians 
in  the  earlieft  and  the  purefl  ages  of  the 
church,  is  not  only  one  of  the  mod:  power-* 
ful  ohflrudions  to  the  converfion  of  the 
mahometans  and  the  jews ;  but  is  alfo  an 

almoft 
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jiimoft  invincible  obje6lion  to  the  cordial  rc-^ 
ception  of  the  gofpel  by  many  ferious  well- 
difpofed  perfons,  in  every  rank  of  life,  and 
in  every  rtate  in  chrillendom. 

Many  worthy  perfons,  to  whom  the  tri- 
nitarian  doilrine  appears  utterly  indefenfible, 
are  yet  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  prayers 
of  chriftlans  may  with  propriety  be  dire(5led 
to  Jefus  Chrifb,  and  imagine  that  they  may 
be  vindicated  in  this  pradice  by  the  com- 
mand of  their  faviour,  and  the  example  of 
his  apoftles. 

With  the  moft  perfed  charity  for  thofe 
who  entertain  thefe  fentiments,  I  profefs 
myfelf  to  be  of  a  different  opinion.  I  am 
iledfaftly  perfuaded  that  the  creator  of  the 
world  j  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and 
of  Jacob,  who  is  in  the  new  Teftament  alfo 
filled  "  the  God  and  father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,"  is  therein  reprefented  as  the 
only  proper  object  of  religious  adoration. 

I  neverthelefs  acknowledge  that  a  very 
high  degree  of  refpe(fl  and  veneration  is  due 
to  the  character  of  Jefus,  as  the  anointed 
prophet  of  the  moH  high,  far  excelling  in 
dignity  and  power  every  prophet  who  pre- 
ceded 
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ceded  him.  I  honour  him  as  the  **  fon  of 
God,"  in  what  appears  to  me  the  fcriprure 
acceptation  of  that  term ;  as  the  common 
Lord  of  chriftians ;  as  the  appointed  judge 
of  the  living  and  the  dead.  But,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  diftancd 
between  him  and  deity  is  infinite  ;  that 
prayer  to  him  is  no  where  commanded  in 
the  fcriptures;  and,  confequently,  that  the 
addreffes  of  chriflians  may  with  the  fame 
propriety  be  direded  to  the  virgin  Mary,  as 
to  the  perfon  o£  our  Lord. 

Moft  of  the  claufes  of  the  litany,  and 
fome  other  prayers  and  invocations  in  the 
eflabliilied  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, are  immediately  addreffed  to  our  fa- 
viour;  and  honour  and  glory  are  frequently 
afcribed  to  the  holy  fpirit,  as  to  a  divine 
agent,  diflind:  from  the  perfon  of  the  fa- 
th  .r ;  an  idea,  in  my  opinion,  not  warranted 
by  the  oracles  of  God. 

While  I  held  preferment,  it  certainly  was 
tny  duty  to  olhciatein  the  eftablillied  fervlce 
of  the  church. '  But,  oppreffed  by  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  my  fentiments,  refpeding 
the  objed  of  devotion,  were  diametrically 

oppofcd 
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oppofed  to  thofe  doctrines,  upon  which  her 
form  of  wcrfhip  is  founded,  I  have  not  been 
able,  for  fome  time  pad,  to  difcharge  this 
part  of  my  funclfon  without  great  difquiet. 
My  anxiety  hourly  increafed.  I,  therefore, 
at  length  found  it  necelTary  to  embrace  the 
only  meafure  that  feemed  to  promife  me 
tranquillity.  The  event  hath  correfponded 
with  my  expecftation.  Having  refigned  my 
preferment,  and  with  it  having  diverted  my- 
felf  of  the  character  of  a  minifter  in  the 
church  of  England,  I  have  recovered  that 
ferenity  of  mind  to  which  I  had  been  lono- 
a  ftranger. 

Having  now  explained  the  immediate 
motive  of  my  refignation  with  fufficient  pre- 
cifion,  I  turn  to  the  confideration  of  fome 
other  points,  not  wholly  unconnedled  with 
the  prefent  fubjed:. 

Religious  controverfy,  in  confequence  of 
the  long  prevalence  of  fyflem,  appearing 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  ellablifliment  of 
fcriptural  truth  ;  and  yet,  through  the  heat 
and  violence  of  the  contending  parties,  be- 
ing too  frequently  produdive  of  diffenfions, 
which  di/ToIvc  the  bonds  of  cliriilian  cha- 
^^-  P  rity. 
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rity,  it  may  poffibly  conduce  to  edificat*ion> 
if  the  following  circumftances  be  conlidered 
with  a  due  attention.* 

It  will  appear,  I  truft,  to  every  ferious  in- 
quirer into  the  nature  of  our  religion,  that  a 
perfon  is  ftridly  entitled  to  the  appellation 
of  a  chriftian,  when,  believing  in  the  divine 
miliion  of  Jefus,  he  explicitly  declares  that 
he  fubmits  to  his  authority  in  every  point  of 
religious  faith  and  dodrinej  at  the  fame 
time,  expreffing  a  fincere  difpofition  to  adorn 
his  profeffion  by  a  fuitable  life  and  conver- 
fation. 

With  refpesfl  to  the  nature  of  the  parti- 
cular  dodrines    that  are   contained  in  the 

gofpel, 

*  It  is  painful  to  obferve,  that  the  prefent  age  has  af- 
forded a  melancholy  inftance  of  this  unchriftian  fpirit, 
in  the  treatment,  which  the  truly  candid  and  very 
learned  Mr.  Lindfey  has  received  from  fome  of  his  op- 
ponents. 

The  v7orthy  author  of  the  "  Remarks  on  Mr.  Burgh's 
fcriptural  confutatioji"  has,  in  his  "  Addenda"  to  that 
tradl,  ably  rebuked  this  illiberal  fpirit;  and,  in  both  his 
publications,  has  evinced,  by  a  train  of  reafoning  vi^hich 
appears  to  me  irrefiftible,  the  inconclufivenefs  of  the  vari- 
ous objedlions  urged  againfl:  thofe  fubftantial  arguments, 
•which  are  advanced  in  the  "  Apology"  in  favour  of  the 
proper  unity  of  God. 
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gofpel,  it  fliOiild   be  eileemed  as  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  protefentifm,  that  every 
chriftian  is  polfefled  of  an  indefeafible  right 
of  judging  for  himfelf,  and  of  avowing  that 
judgment,    in  whatever  manner  he    thinks 
proper.     He  is  to  receive  the  comments  of 
learned  perfons,  the  decilions  of  churches, 
the  decrees  of  councils,  not  as  authorities, 
but  as  helps,  if  it  may  fo   chance,  to  his 
more  ready  compreheniion  of  the  word  of 
God.     Where  he   imagines  thefe  interpre- 
tations to  be  jufl,  he  admits  them,  becaufe 
his  own  underilanding,  aided  by  found  cri- 
ticifm,    approves   them.      Where    he  con- 
ceives them   to   be  erroneous,  confcious  of 
hi^s  intire  riglit  to  interpret  for  himfelf,  he 
rejects  them;  and  if  he  apprehends  that  the 
fubjed:  is  of  fufficient   importance,  uniting 
the  fu'irit  of  a  Luther  with  the  mildnefs  of 
a  Melanfthon,  he  controverts  them  openly, 
though  counte^ianced  by  the  concurrent  ap- 
probation of  whole  generations  of  men,  and 
eflablifhed   by  the  civil  infiitutions  of  his 
country. 

The  right,    which  the  proteilant  claims 
for  himfelf,  he  permits  to  be  exercifed  by 

?  2  ethers. 
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Others,  In  the  fulleft  latitude.    He  treats  the 
perfons  of  his   brethren,  however  differing 
in  fentiment  from  hinifelf,  with  that  refpecft 
and  unabated  affedion,  which  their  flation, 
or  his  own  connedUon  with  them  demands; 
And,  in  cafes  of  controverfy,  he  confiders 
their  opinions,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
they  are  fupported,  with  becoming  candour. 
Juflly  fenfible,  that  the  right  of  worfliip- 
plng  the  great  creator,  according  to  that  ipe- 
ciiic  ceremonial,    which  the  confcience  of 
each  man  ihall  approve,  is  a  right  inherent 
in  our  common   nature,  is  fuperior  to  the 
control  of  laws,  and  prior  to  the  very  ex- 
igence of  civil  fociety,  he  extends  the  prin- 
ciple of  chriftian  toleration  not  only  to  all 
fedis  and  fubdivifions  of  chriftians,  but  even 
beyond  the  profeffion  of  chriftianity  itfelf. 
If  he  acknowledges,  that  the  majority  may 
appropriate  a  portion  of  the  revenue  of  a 
flate  to  the   fupport  of  a  national  form  of 
public  wor/liip,    he   m^aintains,    that   fuch 
form  fhould  be  as  comprehenfive  as  poffible, 
and  that  fuch  appropriation  is  the  utmofl 
limit  of  their  lawful  power  -,  condemning, 
as  equally  intolerant  and  unwife,.  the  too 

general 


(      213      ) 

general  pradice  of  confining  die  enjoyment 
of  various  civil  privileges,  within  the  pale  of 
a  particular  communion;  and  contending, 
in  conformity  with  the  di(ftates  of  right  rea* 
fon  and  the  fundamental  principles   of  the 
fecial   compadl,    that  every  perfon  in   the 
community,    who    preferves   inviolate  that 
common  bond  of  allegiance,  which  is   the 
evidence  of  the  union  of  its  members,  ought 
to  be  continued,  whatever  may  be  his  per- 
fu3.C:on  in  matters  of  a  merely  religious  na- 
ture,   in   the  undiflurbed  pofTelTion   of  his 
right  of  rifmg  to  the  attainment  of  every 
honour  or  emolument,  to  which  his  honefl 
induftry,  the  favour  of  his  fellow- citizens, 
or  royal  inclination  can  exalt  him. 

If  the  religion,  thus  eftablifhed,  be  de- 
clared to  be  chriftian  and  proteftant,  he 
contends  that  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  only, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  all-fufficient 
direcflory  to  the  preacher,  in  his  difcourfes 
from  the  pulpit :  and  efleems  every  inflitu- 
tion,  whether  civil  or  ecclefiaflical,  as  an 
high  violation  of  the  original  charter  of 
chriftians,  which  requires  a  declaration  of 
alTent  to  any  other  tefl  of  orthodoxy,  as  a 

P  3  neceffary 
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neceirary  auaHfication  for   the  office  of   t 
teacher  in  the  church  of  Chrill. 

He  is  perfuaded,  that  the  love  of  God  and 
the  love  of  man,  form  the  fum  and  fubilance 
of  all  true  religion.     He  venerates  the  ami- 
able form   of  truth.      He   is  fenfible  that 
every  material  error,  refped:ing  the  objedl 
of  religion,  is  attended  with  pernicious  con- 
fequences;  and,  therefore,  endeavours  to  ex- 
hibit the  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  in  its   pri- 
miEval  purity.     Yet,  confcioas  of  the  frail- 
ties of  our  common  nature,  and  reiiedting, 
that  CO  account  of  the  unjuflifiable  animo- 
iities  among  chriftians  about  articles,  falfely 
fuppofed  to  be  effential  to   falvation,*  the 
facred  name  of  religion  is  often  itfelf  pro- 
faned,  he  feduloufly  maintains,    that  thofe 
perfons,  who,  in  the  integrity  of  their  hearts, 

and 

*■  The  following  texts,  atteudvcly  confideied,  will, 
I  trufi-,  fufficiently  evince,  that  Jeius  claimed  or  was 
er. titled  to  the  attention  of  mankind,  not  from  the  in- 
herent dignity  of  his  nature,  but  from  the  attefted  excel- 
lence of  his  delegated  office,  viz.  Mat.  ix.  8.  Lu.  iv, 
1 8-,  21.  xi.  20.  Jo.  V.  19 — 24.  3c.  36.  viii.  26.  28.  29. 
xii.  28.  xvii.  I.  2.  3.  Acls  ii.  22.  23.  24.  36.  x.  38. 
'40.  xiii    23.  30.  xvii.  3c.  31.    2  Cor.   v.   18.  19.  &c. 
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and  after  due  inquiry,  embrace  the  atha- 
nafian,  the  arlan,  the  focinian,  or  any  other 
fyftem,  with  refpe6t  to  the  perfon  of  our 
faviour,  or  the  particular  tendency  of  his 
fuiferings  to  promote  the  falvation  of  man- 
kind, may  equally  be  perfuaded  of  the  di- 
vine authority  of  the  gofpel ;  equally  dif- 
pofed  to  teftify  an  unreferved  obedience  to 
its  dodlrines  ;  and,  by  juft  confequence,  if 
equally  exemplary  in  the  difcharge  of  every 
chriftian  duty,  will  equally  be  entitled  to 
reward. 

It  might  perhaps  be  efteemed  more  me- 
thodical, if  I  prefaced  the  follov/ing  reflec- 
tions upon  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures, 
with  a  reprefentation  of  the  neceflary  con- 
nexion between  the  belief  of  chriftianity, 
and  the  pracflice  of  every  focial  virtue.  But 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  religion  of  the 
gofpel  to  correal  that  felfifli  fpirit,  from 
which  every  diforder  flows  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  has  been  fo  ably  flievvn  by  di- 
vines of  all  perfuafions,  that  I  fhall  not  em- 
ploy my  own  time,  or  trefpafs  on  my  readers 
patience,  by  the  demonftration  of  fo  clear  a 
point. 

P  4  It 
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It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  hint, 
that  the  outward  pomp  and  fplendour  of  re- 
ligious eftablilhments,  attended  with  the 
folemn  affectation  of  myftery,  which  more 
or  lefs  prevails  in  moft  of  them,  are  feldom 
produ6tive  of  any  falutary  eifedts  to  the  real 
interefts  of  the  human  race.  It  is  only  when 
the  vital  principle  of  manly  piety,  generated 
by  a  ferious  attention  to  the  docflrines  of  an 
intelligible  religion,  is  deeply  feated  in  the 
well-informed  mind,  that  we  can  exped: 
the  growth  of  thofe  generous  virtues,  which 
diffufe  harmony  and  joy  over  every  fcene  of 
fecial  life,  or  the  prevalence  of  that  faith, 
which  overcometh  the  world. 

At  a  period,  when  each  lefs  valuable  mode 
of  fcience  is  rapidly  progrefTive,  the  flate  of 
fcriptural  knowledge  appears  to  be  very  im- 
perfedt ;  although  we  are  poflelled  of  every 
elTential  requifite  to  its  improvement. 

That  we  are  at  this  hour,  in  a  great  mea^- 
fure,  involved  in  the  gloom  of  monkidi  ig- 
norance, is  highly  probable  from  the  endlefs 
difputations  among  chriilians,  upon  points 
efleemed  fundamental ;  and  from  the  man- 
ner 
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ner  in  which  v/e  generally  condu6l  ourfelves 
in  the  inveftigation  of  religious  truth. 

The  inquirer  into  the  credenda,  contained 
in  the  gofpel,  refembles  the  inquirer  into 
the  fundamental  laws  of  nature,  before  a 
better  philofophy  had  taught  us  the  vanity 
of  fyftem,  and  inclined  us  to  adopt  the  hum- 
bler procefs  of  experiment. 

We  begin  our  refearches  in  theology  with 
the  aflumption  of  a  certain  fet  of  religious 
tenets,  and  frequently  employ  the  moft  valu- 
able of  thofe  hours  which  we  deftine  to 
facred  fludy,  in  colleding  arguments  in  their 
favour,  and  in  vain  endeavours  to  explain 
them;  while  every  text  of  fcripture  is,  in  its 
turn,  perverted  from  its  obvious  meaning, 
in  order  to  fupport  them. 

How  much  more  reafonablc,  previoufly  to 
Invefligate,  with  patience  and  critical  atten- 
tion, the  {enfc  of  each  particular  text  or 
paflage,  in  the  natural  order  of  the  writer, 
and  to  defer  the  formation  of  opinion,  until, 
like  a  principle  of  found  philofophy,  fug- 
gefted  by  a  numerous  train  of  experiments, 
it  forces  itfeli  v/ith  accumulated  evidence  on 
the  yielding  mind  ! 

It 
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It  is  foiely  owing  to  the  prepoilerous  me- 
thod of  inquiry,  above  defcribed,  that  the 
holy  records  of  our  faith  have,  very  inju- 
Tioufly,  been  fuppofedto  be  fo  loofely  worded, 
as,  in  faft,  to  countenance  oppofite  opinions, 
■and  to  juftify  the  moft  fantaftic  doctrines. 

But  let  us  for  a  moment  refle<5i:,  and  let 
the  refied:ion  teach  us  wifdom,  that  the 
fame  phenomena  of  nature,  which  were 
brouc:htin  evidence  of  the  figments  of  re- 

o  o 

mote  antiquity,  were  alfo  applied  to  fup- 
port  the  equally  vain  hypothefes  of  more 
'modern  times.  The  laws  of  the  material 
world,  in  confequence  of  the  introdudion 
of  abetter  method  of  inveftigation,  are,  how- 
ever, now  demonftrated  to  be  conliftent,  lim- 
ple,  and  invariable,  affording  a  juft  and  eafy 
explication  of  every  natural  appearance.  If  a 
iimilar  procefs  be  obferved,  iimilar  fuccefs 
may  reafonably  be  expected  to  be  our  reward, 
when  we  explore  the  facred  fources  of  re- 
ligious truth. 

That  unity  of  fentiment,  refpeding  the 
leading  truths  of  revelation,  which  is  the 
natural  refult  of  a  fober  and  unbiafTed  fearch. 
Conduced  under  the  influence  of  the  chrif- 

tian 
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tian  graces,  leads  to  unity  of  religious 
wor/hip  ;  and  unity  of  worfhip,  thus  circum- 
flanced,  to  chriftian  peace.* 

I  clofe  thefe  pages  with  my  letter  to  my 
late  diocefan. 

To  the  right  rev.  the  bifliop  of  Norwich. 

(  Copy.  ) 

MY    LORDf 

I  think  it  proper  to  give  you  this  previous 
information,  that  I  propofe  to  relign  the 
reftory  of  Homersfield  and  vicarage  of  Fllx- 
ton,  into  your  lordfliip's  hands,  upon  the  29th 
or  30th  of  the  prefent  month  (September.) 

As  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  em- 
brace 

*■  In  this  progrefs,  from  the  inveftigation  of  fcriptural 
truth  to  its  final  confequence,  the  eftablifliment  of  chrif- 
tian peace,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  eiTentially  neceflary, 
that  an  open  avowal  of  our  perfuafion  fliould  Accom- 
pany a  change  of  fentiment  in  every  inflance  of  impor- 
tane:e,  more  efpecially  in  that  confequential  article,  the 
object  of  religious  worfhip.  And,  therefore,  I  cannot 
but  highly  approve  the  general  principle,  on  which  Mr. 
Lindfey's  plan  of  a  reformed  liturgy  is  founded,  as 
well  as  that  particular  ceremonial,  which  he  has  givea 
to  the  public,  and  continues  to  condud  with  fo  much 
propriety  and  fuccefs. 
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brace  thisrefolution,  may  poiTibly  be  mifcon-^ 
ilrued,  it  will  not,  I  truft,  be  thought  im- 
pertinent, if  I  ftate  them  to  your  lord/hip. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  think  it  necefTary  to 
allure  your  lordfhip,  that,  although  lefleemed 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  take  an  adive  part  in 
the  late  petition  of  the  clergy,  the  principles 
maintained  in  thatjuftremonftrance,  do  not, 
in  my  apprehenfion,  appear  to  lay  me  under 
any  obligation  to  relinqui|li  my  prefent 
flation. 

The  author  of  the  "  Confeflional,"  my 
lord,  had  convinced  me  of  the  unlawfulnefs 
and  inexpediency  of  requiring  a  fubfcriptioa 
to  fyftematic  articles  of  faith  and  docflrine, 
from  the  teachers  of  the  gofpel  in  a  proteftant 
church. 

-My  own  obfervation,  in  the  unlverfity  of 
Cambridge,  further  tended  to  fatisfy  me  with 
refpedt  to  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  requifi- 
tion :  and  the  vifible  negled:  of  the  fludy 
of  the  fcriptures,  in  this  age  and  country, 
feemed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  derived 
from  that  reflraint  of  the  exercife  of  private 
judgment,  which  is  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  of  this  unedifying  impofition. 

With 
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With  thefe  convi<ftions,  it  was  impoiTible 
for  me  to  decline  engaging  with  thofe  dif- 
tinguiflied  friends  of  religious  liberty,  who 
afTociated  for  the  purpofe  of  folliciting,  for 
themfelves  and  their  brethren  of  the  church 
of  England*  an  exemption  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  declaring  or  fubfcribing  their  alTent 
to  any  formulary  of  dodrine,  which  iliould 
be  propofed  as  explanatory  of  the  word  of 
God. 

It  appeared  to  me,  to  be  a  fufiicient  reafon 
for  fuch  application,  that  the  dodrines,  con- 
tained in  the  thirty-nine  articles,  being  the 
dedu(51'ions  of  frail  and  fallible  men,  and  ex- 
prefTed  in  unfcriptural  terms,  were  efTentially 
diiferenced,  in  point  of  authority,  from  thofe 
holy  fcriptures,  to  which  we  have  profelTed 
an  abfolute  and  unreferved  fubmiffion,  as  the 
only  rule  of  religious  faith  and  practice ; 
and  that  the  requihtion  of  afient  to  them  was, 
eventually,  fubverfive  of  the  right  of  private 
judgment ;  a  right,  on  which  every  pro- 
teftant  church  was  founded,  and,  the  exer- 
cife  of  which,  our  own  church,  in  particu- 
lar, in  one  of  her  forms  of  ordination,  not 
only  allows  us,  but  injoins. 

It 
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It  alio  appeared  evident  to  me,    that  the 
inquiry,  whether  or  no  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles exprefs  the  genuine  fcnft  of  fcripture, 
was  a  queftion  of  a  very  different  nature  from 
that,  to  which  the   petitioners    invited   the 
attention  of  their  brethren  ;  that  perfons  of 
the  mofl  oppoiite  opinions,  with  refpe<5t  to 
thedoftrine  of  the  articles,  might  unite  in  a 
declaration,  that  every  attempt  to  effed   an. 
uniformity  of  fentiment  concerning  the  fenfe 
of  fcripture,  by  other  means  than  the  force 
of  argument,  and   rational  convidion,   was 
utterly  unwarrantable,  and  bore  too  ftriking 
a  refemblance  to  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
which  forms  the  diftinguifliing  charader  of 
anti-chrifHan  Rome  :  and,  laftly,  that  many 
members    of    our  church   might    be  truly 
fenfible    of  the   inexpediency  of   requiring 
this  fubfcription;  might  addrefs  a  competent 
tribunal  with  a  view  of  efiedingan  abolition 
of  the  pradice,  and  yet  continue  to  hold  and 
to  accept  preferment,  without  violating  the 
didates  of  confcience,  and  with   great   ad- 
vantage to  the  chrillian  caufe. 

My  objedions,  my  lord,  to  the  accept- 
ing and  the  holding  of  preferment  in  the 

church 
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cKurch  of  England,  bear  no  relation  to  the 
caufe  of  the  petitioning  clergy ;  the  reafons 
which  influenced  me  in  the  forming  of  the 
refolution,  now  communicated  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  are  intirely  my  own. 

After  the  moft  ferious  and  difpafiionate 
inquiry,  I  am  perfuaded,  my  lord,  from  the 
concurrent  teftimony  of  reafon  and  revela- 
tion, that  the  fupreme  caufe  of  all  things, 
is,  not  merely  in  elTence,  but  alfo  in  perfon, 

ONE. 

By  the  force  of  the  fame  evidence  I  am 
convinced,  that  this  almighty  pov/er  is  the 
only  proper  objeft  of  religion. 

The  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England 
is  obvioufly  founded  upon  the  idea,  that  in 
the  divine  nature  is  a  trinity  of  perfons, 
to  each  of  which  every  fpecies  of  religious 
adoration  is  addrelTed,  as  well  as  fuch  powers 
afcribed,  as  are  the  incommunicable  attri- 
butes  of  God. 

Under  my  perfuafion  of  the  erroneouf- 
nefs  of  this  dodlrine,  I  cannot  any  longer, 
with  fatisfadlion  to  mvfelf,  ofiiciate  in  the 
efl:abli(hed  fervice  :  and,  as  I  certainly  can. 
have  no  claim  to  the  emoluments  of  my 

profefTion 
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profeflion,  unlefs  I  am  willing  to  perform 
the  duties  of  it,  I,  therefore,  refign  my  pre- 
ferment. 

But,  my  lord,  although  I  find  myfelf  under 
an  obligation  to  relinquifh  my  prefent  ftation 
in  the  church  of  England,  I  do  not  renounce 
the  profeflion  of  a  chriflian.  On  the  con- 
trary, penetrated  by  the  clearefl;  convictions 
of  the  high  importance,  and  divine  autho- 
rity ofthegofpel,  I  will  labour  to  promote 
the  advancement  of  fcriptural  knowledge 
with  increafmg  zeal ;  and  will  ever  be  ready 
to  unite,  with  heart  and  hand,  in  any  juft 
and  legal  attempt  to  remove  the  burthen  of 
fubfcription  to  human  formularies,  which  I 
efleem  one  of  the  moll  powerful  obftrudions 
to  its  progrefs, 

I  remain,  &c. 


AN 


AN       ANSWER 
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THE      AUTHOR 
OF 
«  A    LETTER    TO  THE   REV.   MR.    JEBB, 
WITH  RELATION  TO  HIS  DECLARED 
SENTIMENTS  ABOUT   THE    UNLAW- 
FULNESS   OF    ALL     RELIGIOUS    AD- 
DRESSES  TO  CHRIST  JESUS." 
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FIRST  PUBLISHED   MDCCLXXIX. 
AS  A  POSTSCRIPT  TO  MR.  LINDSEY'S 

»*TWO   DISSERTATIONS,  ON  THE 
PREFACE  TO  SAINT  JOHN'S   GOSPEL; 

AND  PRAYING  TO   JESUS   CHRIST." 


TO  THE  AUTHOR  OF  "  A  LETTER/' &c. 

s  I  R, 

I N  the  firft  page  of  your  preface,  you 
take  notice,  that  having  been  accullomed 
to  confider  religious  addrelies  unto  Chrifl, 
as  founded  on  the  new  Teflament,  you 
efteemed  it  to  be  incumbent  on  yon,  after 
reading  my  pofitive  denial  of  their  lawful- 
nefs,  "  to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which 
I  refted  the  vindication  of  that  afiertion ;" 
and  proceed  to  obferve,  that  *'  I  had  re- 
ferred my  readers  to  Mr.  Lindfey's  book,  as 
containing  unanfwerable  reafoning  on  this 
fubjedt." 

In  your  table  of  contents  you  afTert,  that 
**  Dr.  Jebb  exprefdy  condemns  all  religious 
addreiTes  to  Jefus  Chrid,  and  refers  his. rea- 
ders to  Mr.  Lindfey's  Apology,  for  the  proof 
thereof."  In  page  the  fecond  of  your  letter, 
after  quoting  the  following  words  from  my 
pamphlet :  viz.  **  I  am  convinced  that  the 
addrelies  of  chriftians,   may,  with  the  fame 

0^2  pro- 
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propriety,  be  dire6led  to  the  virgin  Mar)^,  as 
to  the  perfon  of  our  Lord;"  you  proceed  to 
fay,  **  that  I  refer  my  readers  to  Mr.  Lindfey," 
who  hath  laboured  at  great  length  to  prove, 
that  prayer  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  not 
authorifed  in  the  writings  of  the  new  Tef- 
tament;  and  you  declare  your  intention  of 
examining  what  he  has  advanced  upon  this 
fubjedl,  in  the  fame  order  in  which  he  hath 
propofed  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  whe- 
ther it  is  fufficient  to  juftify  the  conclufion 
I  have  drawn  thence. 

This  examination  is  comprifed  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  to  the  55th  inclufive.  In  the 
56th,  which  is  the  laft  page  but  one  of  your 
letter,  you  write  as  follows :  **  To  conclude 
then,  if  my  interpretation  of  the  places  in 
fcripture  be  right,  it  follows,  fir,  that  your 
pofition  *  that  the  addr-efles  of  chriflians 
may,  with  the  fame  propriety,  be  dire6led 
to  the  virgin  Mary,  as  to  the  perfon  of  our 
Lord,'  is  far  from  being  true." 

With  refped:  to  the  preceding  palTages,  I 
truft  it  will  be  efteemed  fufficient  for  me  to 
obferve,  that  all  thefe  axTertions,  and  con- 
clufions,  proceeding  upon  the  idea  of  my 

having 
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having  adually  referred  my  readers  to  Mr. 
Lindfey's  publication  for  a  proof  of  my  po- 
iition,  are  abfolutely  deflitute  of  all  foun- 
dation. 

My  pamphlet  may  eafily  be  obtained.  I 
appeal  from  your  alTertions  to  the  book  it- 
felf.  My  declaration,  refpecling  the  pro- 
priety of  addrefilng  prayer  to  Chrift  Jefus, 
will  be  found  as  you  have  quoted  it,  but 
without  a  finsfle  word  of  reference  to  Mr. 
Lindfey,  or  to  any  other  perfon. 

The  proper  unity  of  God,  and  the  unlaw- 
fulnefs  of  addreffing  prayer  to  Chrift  Jefus, 
are  very  different  queftions.  The  great  So- 
cinus  very  ably  defended  the  former  quef- 
tion,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  attempted  to  re- 
fute the  arguments  of  Francifcus  Davides, 
who  maintained  the  latter.  I  have  fpoken 
with  approbation  of  Mr.  Lindfey's  argu- 
ments, refpe6ling  the  proper  unity  of  God, 
but  have  not  referred  to,  or  declared  either 
my  approbation  or  difapprobation  of  his  rea- 
fonings,  refpeding  the  impropriety  of  reli- 
gious addreffes  unto  Chrift.  The  delign  of 
my  publication  has  been  intirely  mifappre- 
hended.     Upon  re-peruling  of  it,  you  may 

Q^  3  perceive, 
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perceive,  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
engage  in  controverfy,  but  chiefly  to  affign 
the  reafons,  which  induced  me  to  relin- 
quilli  my  flation  in  the  church  of  England. 
I  declared  that  I  refigned  my  preferment  be- 
caufe  I  held  opinions  diametrically  oppofite 
to  thofe,  on  which  the  eflabliflied  form  of 
public  worfhip  is  founded.  I  declared  and 
unfolded  thefe  opinions  without  referve ; 
but  this  circumilance  laid  me  under  no  kind 
of  obligation  to  maintain  them  by  argu- 
ment :  my  private  perfuafion  of  their  truth 
was  a  fufficient  reafon  for  my  conduct. 

But  had  it  been  my  intention  to  enter 
into  the  principles,  upon  which  my  opinion 
refpe6ling  the  point  in  queflion  is  founded, 
it  is  not  probable,  that  I  fhould  have  con- 
tented myfelf  with  referring  to  Mr.  Lindfey's 
publication,  however  highly  I  approve  his 
arguments,  and  refped;  his  authority.  I 
fhould  alfo  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
have  endeavoured  to  eftablKh  the  truth  of 
fo  important  a  pofition  by  fuch  deductions, 
as  at  leaft  would  have  convinced  my  readers, 
that  I  had  not  taken  up  my  opinion  without 
fome  reiiedion  on  the  fubjed:^   and  fnould 

ynquef- 
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iinqiieftlonably  have  referred,  perhaps  very 
largely,  to  thofe  parages  in  the  facred  writ- 
ings, which,  in  mv  apprehenfion,  would 
enable  my  readers  to  determine  the  quefiion 
for  themfelves.  It  has  long  been  my  perfua- 
fion,  that  we  pay  too  much  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  men,  refpedling  religion ;  and 
too  little  to  the  w^ord  of  God,  from  which 
alone  all  our  ideas  refpeding  the  gofpel 
ought  to  be  deduced.  In  the  le(5tures  I 
gave  upon  the  evangelifts,  during  my  reii- 
dence  at  Cambridge,  I  always  endeavoured 
to  convince  my  pupils,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  make  as  much  ufe  as  poflible  of 
their  own  reafon,  when  employed  in  ex- 
ploring the  genuine  fenfe  of  fcripture.  Not 
that  I  would  prcfume  my felf,  or  would  ad- 
vife  others  to  rejeil  the  lights,  which  the 
labours  of  learned  men,  engaged  in  the  fame 
purfuit,  from  time  to  time,  have  holden 
forth  to  US;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  ne- 
cetTary  to  avail  ourfelves  of  every  affiftance 
VvX  can  procure,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
would  always  prefs  the  ufe  of  private  judg- 
ment j  by  which  I  would  be  underilood  to 
mean,  the  exercife  of  a  judgment  intirely 

0^4-  unbiafied 
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unbiased  by  authority,  and  free  from  every 
kind  of  prejudice,  fuch  as  becomes  every 
man,  in  a  cafe,  which  to  every  man  is  of 
private  concern. 

This  freedom  of  the  mind,  from  the  exer- 
tion of  vv^hich  the  mofl  glorious  confequences 
would  be  derived  to  fociety,  I  hold  to  be  ef- 
fential  in  conftltuting  the  chara(5ter  of  a  true 
proteftant.  The  invafion  of  it,  by  any  human 
authority,  how  refpeftable  foever,  I  efteem  as 
an  outrage  againfl  the  majefty  of  heaven ;  as 
it  tends  to  deprive  the  almighty  of  the  proper 
homage  of  his  creatures.  I  have  contended, 
and  to  the  lateft  hour  of  my  life  will  con- 
tend for  its  eftablifliment,  in  its  moft  unli- 
mited extent ;  and  I  protefl  againfl:  the  un- 
generous policy,  which  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, under  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  chriftianity,  really  aims  at  efta- 
blifhing  the  empire  of  the  magiftrate  over 
confcience,  and  of  thereby  fubjecfting  the 
nobleft  faculties,  and  endowments  of  our 
nature,  to  the  lufl:  of  lawlefs  power,  the 
moft  baneful  paflion  of  our  frame. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  I  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me,  to  corred  the  falfe  con- 
ception 
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ceptlon  you  have  entertained  of  the  defign 
of  my  pamphlet ;  I  do  alfo  think  it  my  duty 
to  aflure  you,  that  it  is  not  on  account  of 
any  diffidence  in  Mr.  Lindfey's  abilities,  or 
difipprobation  of  his  argument,  that  I  de- 
cline being  a  party  in  the  controverfy,  which 
he  fuftains  with  fo  great  advantage,  to  what 
I  efteem  the  caufe  of  genuine  chrillianity, 
and  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf.  I 
am  engaged  in  the  fludies  and  the  duties  of  a 
profeffion,  which  demand  my  utmort:  atten- 
tion. In  fuch  circumftances,  it  will  not  be 
exped:ed,  by  any  reafonable  man,  that  I 
fhould  enter  upon  thofe  arguments,  which 
have  induced  me  to  embrace  my  prefent 
opinions  on  this  fubjedl;  but  I  will  never 
decline  any  proper  opportunity  of  declaring 
them,  as  I  always  have  efteemed  an  open 
avowal  of  our  religious  perfuafions,  to  be 
the  indifpenfable  duty  of  a  chriflian  and  a 
proteftant. 

You  mention,  that  at  the  time  of  writing 
your  letter,  you  had  read  only  Mr.  Lindfey's 
Apology;  you  pofTibly,  fmce  that  period,  have 
feen  his  Sequel.  I  trufl,  that  your  candour 
will  induce  you  attentively  to  perufe  the 

pre- 
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l^receding  pages  of  this  work,  in  wliich  the 
point  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  religious  addrefTes 
to  Chrift  Jefus  is  ftill  farther  debated.  If 
you  wifh  to  know  my  opinion  on  the  fub- 
jed:,  as  the  opinion  of  a  private  perfon  not 
involved,  and  who  means  not,  at  prefent,  to 
involve  himfelf  in  the  controverfy,  I  will, 
freely  own,  that  I  intirely  afient,  both  in 
general  and  particular,  to  the  arguments, 
hy  v/hich  Mr.  Lindfey  ellahliihes  the  pro- 
per unity  of  God,  as  well  as  to  thofe,  by 
which  he  demon ftrates  the  offering  of  ad- 
drefles  to  Chrifi:  Jefus  to  be  deliitute  of  all 
fcriptural  foundation ;  and  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  yourfelf,  and  other  oppo- 
nents have  ohjeded,  I  am  perfuaded  he  has 
fufficiently,  and  very  ably  proved  thefe 
points. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  make  this  volun- 
tary declaration  of  my  fentim^ents,  refpe<!l- 
ing  Mr.  Lindfey's  publications,  I  with  great 
■willingnefs  give  my  tribute  of  praife  to  the 
zeal  which  yourfelf,  and  another  of  my 
eorrefpondents,  the  rev.  Mr.  Tew,  have 
manifefted  for  what  appears  to  you  to  be 
the  caufe  of  truth.     I  refpedl  the  learning 

and 
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and  the  abilities  of  both.  I  lionour  you  for 
your  fentiments,  refpeding  th.c  unalienable 
ligiits  of  chriftlans ;  for  your  candour  to  the 
perfons  of  your  opponents ;  and  1  am  under 
obhgations  to  you  both  for  cxpreflions  of 
good  will,  and  of  civility  to  mjfclf. 

I  am,  fir, 

your  obedient  Servant, 


Craven-Street, 
April  2  2,   1  779. 


J  O  H  N    J  E  B  B. 
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A  SKETCH   OF  THE   PLAN,   &c. 

As  ft  appears  to  be  a  point  of  fonie  im- 
portance, that  the  fpecliic  defign  of  the  fo- 
ci ety  flioLild  be  perfedly  comprehended,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  requeft  the  atten- 
tion of  their  future  correfpondents  to  the 
following  circumflances. 

To  imprefs  the  human  heart  with  juffc 
affections  refpecfting  the  almighty,  and  our 
fellow- creatures ;  to  animate  us  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  duty^  and  to  qualify  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  fubflantial  happinefs,  if 
not  always  in  the  prefent,  yet  mofl:  afiuredly 
in  a  future  fcene,  are  the  great  ends  and 
objects  of  religion  :  and  conftitute  the  cha- 
raderiilic  excellence  of  the  chriftian  infti- 
tution. 

And  whenever  that  truly  rational  fyflem 
of  faith  and  pracflice,  which  is  unfolded  in 
the  fcriptures,  fliall  be  profefled  in  its  pri- 
meval purity ;  when  the  piety  and  benevo- 
lence which   they  inculcate,  fhall  become 
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vital  principles  of  adion  and  generally  pre- 
vail, the  falutary  effects  they  will  produce, 
both  upon  individuals  and  communities,  will 
add  evidence  irrefiftible  to  the  divine  autho- 
rity of  the  gofpel ;  and,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  diffufe  harmony  and  peace  over 
every  fcene  of  focial  life,  will  enable  us  with 
grateful  hearts  to  fix  our  hopes  of  happinefs 
on  a  foundation,  which  the  calamities  and 
temptations  incident  to  humanity  will  aflail 
in  vain. 

It  perhaps  is  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
an  injudicious,  and  indeed  prepoflerous  me- 
thod of  inquiry  into  the  dodrine  of  the 
fcriptures,  that  the  divine  revelation,  there- 
in contained,  hath  been  fo  partially  ac- 
knowledged as  the  guide  of  human  life. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  pradiceof  thofe 
members  of  the  chriftian  church,  to  whom 
the  office  of  inftrudlon  has  been  delegated, 
to  dired  the  attention  of  mankind  to  certain 
tenets  of  religion,  which  the  authority  of 
former  ages,  rather  than  the  decifions  of 
their  unbialTed  judgment,  had  taught  them 
to  refpeft   as  fundamental;    to  commence 

their 
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their  own  refearches  with  an  afTumptlon  of 
their  truths  and  to  employ  their  learned 
labours  in  what  proved,  very  frequently,  a 
vain  attempt  to  eftablifh  their  conformity  to 
holy  writ. 

Such  was  the  procefs  of  ancient  philofo- 
phy  in  its  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  unfold  the 
laws  of  the  vifible  creation  -,  to  explain  the 
works  of  God. 

A  theory,  or  an  hypotheiis,  framed  by 
human  fancy,  anticipated  what  ought  to 
have  been  the  refult  of  a  laborious  invefti- 
gation  into  fad. 

But  when,  afcending  with  fleady  Aep  from 
each  well-eflablifhed  obfervation,  human 
induilry  reverfed  the  former  procefs,  and  the 
conclufion  flowed  from  experiment  as  its 
only  proper  fource,  truth  difclofed  itfelf  to 
the  enraptured  underftanding  in  its  genuine 
limpliclty;  and,  the  Jaws  and  ordinances 
flood  revealed,  which  the  great  creator  had 
impofed  upon  the  larger  maffes  of  material 
being,  when  he  conftruded  the  ilupendous 
fabric  of  the  world. 

Let  limilar  wifdom  direcfl  our  movements, 
and  fimilar  fuccefs  may  be  expected,  when, 
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with  that  humility  and  patient  attention, 
which  fliould  ever  accompany  fuch  re- 
fearches,  our  labours  are  employed  in  the 
inveftigation  of  religious  truth. 

The  word  of  God,  revealed  in  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  both  Teftaments,  like  the  book  of 
nature,  lies  open  to  us  all  j  like  the  laws  of 
nature,  the  dodtrines  of  revelation  may  be 
conceived  to  be,  at  once,  both  fimple  and 
fublime ;  fufficient  to  affedt  the  improved 
mind  with  wonder  and  delight,  yet  fuch  as 
the  mofl  unlettered  underilanding  may  ap- 
prehend with  facility,  when  the  cloud  of 
human  prejudices,  which  has  fo  long  ob- 
fcured  the  heavenly  light  of  truth,  fhall  be 
totally  withdrawn. 

The  fociety  prefumes,  that  it  will  affift 
in  the  removal  of  thefe  prejudices,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  tend  to  inform  the  mind  of 
the  true  believer  with  jufl:  and  proper  fenti- 
ments  of  the  benevolence  of  the  great  cre- 
ator, exhibited  in  the  gofpel,  that  laft,  beft 
gift  of  God  to  man,  if  the  friends  to  reli- 
gious inquiry  be  invited  feduloufly  to  pur- 
fue,  what  may  not  unaptly  be  termed,  the 
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"  analytic"  mode  of  inquiry,  into  the  genuina 
do(5tiines  of  the  fcriptures. 

Inftead  of  aiTuming  a  pofition,  and  at- 
tempting a  demonftration  of  its  truth,  by 
authorities  from  fcripture,  which  bears  a  re- 
femblance  to  the  "  fynthetic"  method  in  phi- 
lofophy,  they  would  propofe  to  invert  the 
procefs,  by  previouily  eftablifhing  the  ge- 
nuine fenfc  of  thofe  authorities,  which  may 
have  been  brought  in  evidence  of  the  doc- 
trine propofed. 

An  inftance  may  affift  in  explaining  their 
idea. 

Let  us  fuppofe  it  was  the  defign  of  a 
writer  to  treat  upon  the  terms  of  a  man's 
final  acceptance  with  the  almighty. 

Such  writer  would  probably  flate  his  own 
opinion  in  definite  terms;  and,  after  at- 
tempting by  argument  to  evince  the  abfur- 
dity  of  the  contrary  fentiment,  would  pro-  ' 
ceed  to  eftablhh  the  juftnefs  of  his  own,  by 
authorities  from  holy  writ. 

The  advocate  for  the  opponte  opinion 
would  probably  proceed  In  a  fimllar  man- 
ner; he  would  attempt  to  eftablifh  its  con- 
formity to  reafon;  and  would  endeavour  to 
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refute  the  arguments  of  his  opponent,  ap- 
pealing alfo,  where  he  faw  occafion,  to  au- 
thorities from  fcripture. 

If  both  parties  were  agreed  with  refped: 
to  the  import  of  thefe  authorities,  and  fairly 
cited  whatever  in  the  original  record  related 
to  the  argument,  the  debate  would  foon  be 
terminated.  But  the  experience  of  ages 
bears  teftimony  that  the  contrary  is  the  fad:: 
each  party  in  the  difpute  controverting  the 
interpretation  impofed  by  his  adverfary,  and, 
with  pertinacity,  adhering  to  his  own. 

The  unedifying  altercation  is  alfo  fre- 
quently prolonged,  by  an  imperfed  recital 
of  the  paffages,  which  are  fuppofed  to  bear 
an  immediate  reference  to  the  fubjedt  of  de- 
bate ;  and,  by  a  ferles  of  arguments,  depend- 
ing upon  the  fenfc  of  particular  words  and 
detached  fentences ;  little  or  no  attention 
being  obferved,  in  the  quotation  of  thefe 
authorities,  to  the  general  import  of  the 
context. 

In  fuch  circumfcances,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  prejudice  ihould  alternately  exert  a 
forcible,  though  latent  power,  over  the 
minds  of  the  opponent  parties,  and  that  the 
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genuine  doclrine  of  revelation  fhould  fre- 
quently elude  the  moft  laborious  refearches 
of  them  both. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe,  that  before  the  mind 
is  warped  in  favour  of  any  fpecific  opinion, 
or  v/armed  with  controverfy,  we  fit  down 
to  inveftigate  the  fenfe  of  a  palTage  of  fcrip- 
ture,  with  the  fame  calm  and  compofed  tem- 
per, with  which  we  examine  a  paffage  in  a 
greek  or  roman  claiTic,  whofe  genuine  fenfe 
we  are  fludious  to  explore. 

Unblinded  by  fyftem,  and  exempt  from 
every  fpecies  of  prejudice,  we,  without  par- 
tiality, avail  ourfelves  of  all  thofe  lights  of 
criticifm,  which  the  learned  labours  of 
others,  as  well  as  our  own  unbiaiTed  judg- 
ment may  afford  ;  and  a  clear  conception  of 
the  one  true  meaning  of  the  author  foon  re- 
wards our  toils. 

Were  this  our  invariable  procefs  in  the 
expofition  of  the  facred  page,  a  paifageonce 
elucidated  and  explained  by  thofe  aids,  which 
the  prefent  age  enjoys  in  fach  fuperior  mea- 
fure,  like  a  WTll-eftabliflied  experiment  in 
philofophy,  might  be  appealed  to  with  con- 
fidence; its  recital  would  have  the  force   of 
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Jegal  ev'ldence  in  the  pleadings  of  the  oppo- 
nent parties ;  and,  it  could  no  longer  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fupport  of  thofe  bafelefs  fabrics 
of  divinity,  which  have  fo  frequently  diflio- 
noured  the  chriftian  name. 

We  will  now  proceed  more  particularly 
to  ftate  that  method  of  advancing  fcriptural 
knowledge,  which  we  would  wifh  to  re- 
commend. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  portion  of  a  prophet,  an 
evangel! ft,  or  other  facred  writer  to  be 
chofen,  which  contains  an  incident,  an  ad- 
monition, or  an  argument,  in  fome  meafure 
detached  from  the  fubfequent  and  preced- 
ing parts  of  fcripture.  The  twenty-fecond 
chapter  of  Genelis,  from  the  firft  verfe  to 
the  nineteenth  inclulive;  the  twenty-third 
chapter  of  Ifaiah ;  the  feventeenth  chapter 
of  St.  John's  gofpel ;  the  firfl:  ten  verfe's 
of  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to 
the  Romans  -,  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the 
firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  may  be 
propofed  as  fpecimens  of  fuch  detached  por- 
tions. 

The  commentator  upon  fuch  paflages 
would  probably  think  it  expedient,  in  the 
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fiift  place,  to  inquire  into  thofe  preceding 
incidents,  and  concommitant  circumftances, 
of  which  it  may  appear  necefTary  to  form  a 
juft  conception,  before  he  enters  upon  an 
explanation  of  the  purport  of  fentences  and 
words. 

Preliminaries  being  difcufTed,  if  any  vari- 
ous readings  worthy  of  attention  jfliould  be 
noticed,  the  expofitor  may  think  it  proper, 
by  the  means  of  thofe  afliftances,  which 
Kennicott,  Mill,  Bengelius,  or  Wetflein 
may  afford,,  to  fupport  the  received  reading, 
or  eftabliih  fuch  alteration  in  the  text,  as 
the  rules  of  found  criticifm  fhall  fugged:. 

An    accurate    tranilation    of  the  oaiTa^e, 

J.  O     ' 

with  proper  divilions  into  paragraphs  or  fen- 
tences, pointed  with  the  utmofl  correctnefs 
poilible,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  infor- 
mation and  improvement  of  the  learned,  as 
well  as  the  unlearned  reader. 

The  exhibiting  of  a  fa mmary  idea  of  the 
import  of  each  paragraph,  in  a  well-digefied 
commentary,  in  the  manner  of  biihop 
Hurd  upon  Horace's  epiftles  to  Augaftus 
and  the  Pifo's,  would  afford  further  affiilance 
to  the   inquirer   into    fcripture-truth ;    the 
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renfe  ox  each  paragraph  being  confirmed  by- 
references  to  other  parts  of  fcripture,  where 
the  fame  or  a  fimilar  fubjedl  is  difcufled. 

Notes  critical  and  philological,  and  ex- 
planatory of  allufions  to  rites  and  cuftoms, 
and  hiftorical  fadls,  with  fuch  references  to 
fcripture,  as  tend  to  explain  the  peculiar 
phrafcoiogy,  may  follow  next  in  order. 

Ladiy,  fuch  conclufions,  dodrinal  and 
moral,  as  appear  of  fufficient  importance, 
and  are  deducible  by  juft  inference  from  the 
paii'age  in  queftion,  may,  with  great  advan- 
tage, clofe  the  work. 

It  may  pofiibly  be  urged,  that  the  fame  or 
a  fimilar  procefs  has  already  been  adopted  by 
many  commentators  upon  fcripture. 

But  it  is  prefumed,  that  it  is  one  thing 
to  write  a  continued  commentary  upon  fcrip- 
ture; another,  to  comment  upon  a  detached 
portion  of  fcripture,  in  the  manner  which 
has  now  been  hinted.  In  a  general  commen- 
tary, thofe  preliminary  circum.ftances,  on 
which  the  jull  comprehenfion  of  the  paiTage 
fo  much  depends,  would  interfere  with  the 
execution  of  the  author's  purpofe  ;  who,  in- 
flead  of  commenting  upon  feparate  palTages, 
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proceeds  in  a  regular  tenor  to  comment  upon 
verlicles  and  words;  the  general  import  being, 
frequently,  incompletely  noticed,  and,confe- 
quently,  the  verficles  and  words  themfelves 
imperfedly  underftood,  if  not  erroneoufly 
explained. 

Although  it  appears  necelTary,  in  explain- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  fociety,  to  delineate 
that  form  of  compofition,  which  they  con- 
ceive would  moft   effedlually   promote   the 
knowledge  of  the  fcriptures  ;  yet,  it  is  by  no 
means  their  intention  to  require  a  rigid  con- 
formity to  any  fpecific  model,  from   their 
future    correfpondents.     On   the   contrary, 
they  will  gladly  admit  fuch  trads,  as  pro- 
ceed upon  a  lefs  extenlive  plan,  provided  it 
be  evidently  the  dired:  and  primary-intention 
of  the  author   to   elucidate  the  facred  text. 
EiTays,  written  profefledly  in  fupport  of  par- 
ticular tenets  and  forms  of  dod:rine,  are  liable 
to  the  objed  ions  dated  in  the  preceding  pages: 
but  every  communication  of  the  friends    of 
revelation,  which  tends  to  the  advancement 
of  fcriptural  knowledge,   whether  it  affords 
an  explanation  of  a  rite  or  ceremony  ;  of  an 
allufion  to  the  manners  and  principles  of  the 
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age ;  of  a  point  of  civil  hiftory,  or,  of  a  fing^e 
fentence  or  expreiTion  contained  in  the  bible, 
will  be  received  with  thankfulnefs,  as  in- 
tirely  coinciding  with  their  purpofe,. 

The  right  of  private  judgment  in  religious 
concernments,  and  of  worflnipping  the  great 
creator  as  our  reafon  and  our  confcience 
fhall  approve,  cannot  be  invaded,  upon  any 
pretence  whatever,  without  injury;  nor, 
without  impiety,  refigned.  In  a  country, 
profeiTedly  chriftian,  improvement  in  fcrip- 
tural  knowledge,  with  the  confequent  prac- 
tice of  every  divine  and  focial  virtue,  may 
be  expected  to  flouriQi  or  decreafe,  in  pro- 
portion as  thefe  rights  are  more  or  lefs  ex- 
teniively  enjoyed.  It  is,  therefore,  the  purpofe 
alfo  of  the  prefent  inftltution  to  affifl  in  the 
circulation  of  fuch  trads,  as  vindicate  to 
every  member  of  the  community  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thefe  invaluable  privileges,  in  their 
unlimited  extent :  the  fociety  being  firmly 
perfuaded,  that  to  employ  our  nobleil  faculty 
upon  its  nobleft  object ;  our  powers  of  reafon 
upon  religion,  is,  at  once,  the  unalienable 
right;  the  highefl  praife ;  and  the  primary 
obligation  of  man. 

In- 
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In  the  profecutlon  of  thefe  defigns,  the 
laity  and  clergy  of  every  denomination  and 
defcription  are  immediately  interefted ;  and 
every  pious  perfon,  according  to  the  talent 
with  w^hich  heaven  hath  intrufted  him,  how- 
ever private  may  be  his  fltuation,  may  oc- 
ca/ionally  affift,  either  by  his  communica- 
tions, or  his  fupport. 

The  bulinefs  of  the  fociety  will  be  tranf- 
aded  in  the  metropolis,  in  conformity  to 
its  rules  and  regulations ;  but  much  vigour 
and  effed:  may  be  afforded  to  their  labours 
by  their  diftant  members  and  other  corre- 
fpondents.  By  their  concurring  endeavours, 
the  fociety  will  acquire  flabiiity  and  flrength; 
and  their  attempts  to  illuftrate  the  facred 
writers  be  produdive,  it  is  hoped,  of  happy 
confequences  to  the  general  interefts  of  truth 
and  virtue. 

Influenced  by  thefe  motives,  and  not  with- 
out hope  of  the  general  countenance  and 
fupport  of  ferious  and  liberal-minded  chrif- 
tians,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  fociety  to 
publiih  fuch  original  papers,  explanatory 
of  the  fcriptures,  and  alfo  in  vindication 
of  the  right  of  free  inquiry  and  of  private 
judgment,  correfpondent  to  the  fcheme  of 
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their  inftitution,  as  fliall  be  communicated 
auid  .approved. 

..:;?v^^ith' the  fame  views,  it  is  another  part 
-o£thie  defign  of  the  iociety,  to  reprint  fuch 
traces  or  papers,  upon  thefe  important  fub- 
je^LS,  as  fhali  be  thought  worthy  of  renevv^ed 
.atteiitioa  j  and  vv'hlch,  from  the  diftance  of 
the  time  of  their  original  publication,  or  from 
the  fcarcity  of  the  books  wherein  they  are  to 
be  found,  may  efcape  the  notice  of  perfons 
who  would  principally  be  benefited  by  them. 

In  both  cafes,  however,  they  propofe,  in- 
variably to  abide  by  the  fpecific  defcription 
of  their  plan,  contained  in  the  form  of  in- 
ftitution.* 

It  is  recommended  to  thofe  who  may  be 
difpofed  to  tranfniit  any  papers  to  the  focie- 
ty,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  incline^  to  with- 
hold their  names  from  the  public,  to  adopt 
fome  iignature  fufficiently  diitinguifhing,  ac- 
cording as  their  own  difcretion  fhall  fugged. 

In 

[*  The  form  of  the  foclety's  InRitution  Is  as  follows. 

Eirex-houfe,    Monday  Sept.  29,  1783. 
*'  It  appears  to  the  perfons  here  prefent,   that  a  So- 
ciety, inftituted  for    promoting  the  knowledge 
OF  the  scriptures,   would  be  very  feafonable  at  this 
time,  and  anfvver  many  valuable  and  excellent  purpofcs. 

In 


(    ^sz   ) 

In  the  mode  of  publication,  the  fociety 
do  not  intend  to  confine  themfeh^es  to  time, 
or  quantity  of  letter-prefs,  as  is  the  cafe  in 
regular  periodical  publications  j  but  to  pub- 
lifh,  occaiionally,  in  fuccefiive  numbers,  and 
at  irregular  intervals,  fuch  papers  as  fliall 
have  been  approved ;  without  obferving  any 
other  order  or  preference  than  the  time  of 
their  communication. 

The  expenfe  of  printing  v/ill  be  defrayed 
by  the  fociety,  and  their  publications  will  be 
circulated  by  the  members  in  fuch  manner, 
as  each  lliall  judge  moft  conducive  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fociety's  defign.  In  aid,  hov/- 
ever,  of  this  part  of  their  plan,  which  might 
otherv/ife  be  limited  in  its  operation,  they 
purpofe  to  comply  with  the  ordinary  method 
obferved  in  literary  publications,  and  to  di- 
redl  their  papers  to  be  fold  by  their  bookfeller. 

In  ccnfequence  of  fuch  perfuafion,  We,  whofe  names 
are  underwritten,  do  accordingly  conftitute  ourfelves 
A  Society  for  maintaining  the  right  of  free  inquiry  and 
of  private  judgment  in  religious  matters  ;  and  for  receiv- 
ing and  circulating  critical  and  philological  tracts,  ex- 
planatory of  the  books  of  the  old  and  new  Teftament/'J 
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Plutarch.  Apophthegm.  Lacon. 

"  I  call,  therefore,  a  complete  and  generous  educa- 
tion, that  which  fits  a  man  to  perform  juftly,  fkilfully, 
and  magnanimoufly,   all  the  offices,  both   private  and 

public,  of  peace  and  war.'* 

Milton. 


My  intention,  in  this  little  trad,  is  to 
offer  my  fcntiments  upon  the  courfe  of  lludy, 
prefcribed  to  the  candidate  for  the  firft  de- 
gree in  arts  by  the  cufcom  of  our  univeriity; 
and  to  fuggef!:,  what  appears  to  me,  a  prac- 
ticable fcheme  for  its  improvement. 

In  the  profecution  of  my  purpofe,  I  do 
not  think  it  necelTary  to  begin  with  deve- 
loping the  primary  defign  of  our  anceftors 
in  academical  foundations  3  nor  fhall  I  tref- 
pafs  upon  my  reader's  patience  by  an  in- 
quiry, how  far  change  of  circumftances, 
and  feafons,  may  convey  to  us  a  right  of  de- 
parting from  the  traditionary  forms  of  edu- 
cation, in  thefe  feats  of  literature :  I  fliall 
fuppofe,  according  to  the  general  idea,  that 
they  ought  to  be  confidei-ed  as  feminaries  for 
the  information  of  youth  in  thofe  ftudies, 
which  have  a  tendency  to  fit  them  for  the 
various  fcenes  of  focial  life;  and  fhall  there- 
fore conclude,  if  the  plan,  at  prefent  pur- " 
fued  in  our  univeriities,  ihould,  upon  due 
confideration,  appear  to  be  materially  de- 
fedive,  that  there  is,  fomewhere  or-  other, 

S  2  lodged 
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lodged  a  power  of  introducing  fuch  regu- 
lations, as  may  enable  them  more  fully  to 
anfwer  the  primary  purpofes  of  their  efta- 
blifhment. 

Whether-  the  emendation,  propofed  in  thd 
following  pages,  be  expedient  in  our  prefent 
circumftances,  is  the  queftion,  which  is 
now,  with  all  humility,  fubmlttcd  to  the 
judgment  of  the  public;  and  this  upon  the 
prefumption,  that  the  public  is  interefted  in 
its  decifion.  It  is  only  requefted,  that,  if 
any  fentiments  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  my 
argument,  which  fhall  be  thought  oiFenlive, 
it  may  be  attentively  and  dilpafTionately 
conlldered,  whether  they  are  not  juftly 
founded,  and  whether  they  do  not  imme- 
diately arlfe  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl 
now  before  us. 

The  difcharge  of  my  duty  in  the  office  of 
moderator,  to  which  I  was  five  times  called 
by  the  voice  of  the  univerlity,  togetlier  with 
my  engagements  as  a  tutor,  for  the  fpace  of 
tnorh  than  fifteen  years,  have  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  my  affording  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  attention  to  the  various  parts  of 
our  academical  courfe;  and,  therefore,  Itruft, 

I  may 
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I  may  prefame  fo  far  upon  my  knowledge  of 
our  form  of  literary  difcipline,  and  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  movements  of  the 
youthful  mind,  as  to  hint,  what  appears  to 
me  exceptionable  in  our  prefent  fyflem  of 
education,  and  to  fuggeft  the  model  of  an 
inftitution,  in  my  idea,  approaching  nearer 
to  perfection.  In  the  difcuffion  of  this 
queftion,  the  voice  of  calumny,  the  ejffufions 
of  illiberal  refentment,  fhall  pafs  unnoticed. 
But  if  the  objedions,  which  may  poffibly 
be  urged  againft  the  offered  fcheme  of  im- 
provement, fhall  be  propofed  in  the  fpirit 
of  candour,  they  fhall  be  replied  to  in  the 
fame  fpirit.  Poilefiing  a  voice  in  the  legif- 
lature  of  our  little  republic,  I  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  offer  to  its  confi deration, 
whatever  I  may  think  will  be  conducive  to 
our  honour  and  advantage.  But,  I  fhall 
condudl  myfelf  in  the  fequel,  as  a  perfon 
who  confiders,  that,  although  fome  altera- 
tions may  be  neceffary,  his  own  particular 
mode  of  effeding  them  may  not  be  the  mofl 
elegiblej  and,  therefore,  if  it  be  rejeded,  I 
will  endeavour  to  enjoy,  in  tranquility,  the 
fatisfadtion  arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs  of 

S3  .  good 
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good  intentions;  a  fatisfadion,  which  is 
neither  impaired  by  a  mifcarriage,  nor  en- 
hanced by  fuccefs. 

It  has  frequently  been  objeded  to  us, 
that,  of  late  years,  there  hath  been  an  enor- 
mous increafe  in  the  expenfes  of  academical 
education.  I  fhall  not  inquire,  how  far 
this  evil  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  conduct  of 
the  parent,  or  the  guardian  :  I  fliall  only 
obferve,  that  if  this  extravagance,  and  con- 
fequent  licentioufnefs  of  manners,  in  any 
degree  arifes  from  our  own  error  or  inatten- 
tion, both  our  honour  and  our  interefl  are 
concerned  in  retraining  them. 

Many  perfons  of  great  charader  and  real 
'  worth,  who  have  alfo  manifeded  a  tender 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  our  univerfity, 
have  often  hinted,  that  it  is  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  us  to  exert  ourfelves 
with  more  than  ordinary  zeal,  in  the  prefent 
alarming  crifis  of  national  manners.  And 
it  is  a  truth  too  melancholy  to  be  infixed  on, 
that  a  licentious  and  infidel  fpirit,  dlifufing 
itfelf  from  the  metropolis  as  its  center,  at 
length  hath  penetrated  thefe  retirements  i 
and  hath  produced  'appearances,  peculiarly 

unbe- 


(     263     ) 

unbecoming  a  place,  fet  apart  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  learning  and  religious  education. 

It  hath  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  it  is  only 
by  the  feverity  of  our  difcipline  we  can  hope 
to  effed  a  removal  of  evils,  which  feem  to 
threaten  our  defl:ru6tion.     I   am,  from  my 
heart,    difpofed  to  look   with    approbation 
upon  every  ordinance,  which  has  a  tendency 
to  produce  a  decent  and  regular  deportment: 
but,  if  I  conjedure  right,  that   truly  por- 
tentous diffipation,  which  does  us  fuch  dif- 
credit  in  the  eftimation  of  the  ferious  part 
of  mankind,  arifes  not  fo  much  from  a  re- 
laxation of  difcipline,  as  from  the  denial  of 
indulgence   to  a    virtuous   affedion   of  the 
foul,  formerly  cultivated  with  the  mofl  affi- 
duous  care,  and  honoured  in  the  inftitutions 
of  the  wifefl:  flates,  as  a  paffion,  produdlive 
of  the    mod   falutary  confequences  to  the 
public  vv'elfare. 

Schem.es  of  difcipline,  planned  with  wif- 
dom,  and  ileadily  fupported,  may  poffibly 
reftore  to  us  a  portion  of  our  former  repu- 
tation. But,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  thofe  corruptions  which 
mark  the  manners  of  the   prefsnt  times,  I 

S  4  own 
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own  I  am  inclined  to  prefer  that  mode  of 
reformation,  which  gently  leads  the  minds 
of  youth  from  the  purfuit  of  each  inferior 
gratification,  by  propofing  to  their  view 
fuch  objecfts  as  are  truly  deferving  of  their 
attention ;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
prevents  the  commiffion  of  vjce,  by  dimi- 
nifhing  the  number  and  efficacy  of  its  temp- 
tations, roufes  to  the  pradiice  of  every  man- 
ly virtue,  by  the  animating  profped:  of  re- 
ward. 

The  time  of  life,  when  the  powers  of 
reafon  are  approaching  to  their  maturity, 
/hould  unqueftionably  be  chofen,  as  the  pro- 
per feafon  for  inftilling  thofe  principles  of 
virtue,  learning,  and  religion,  which  are 
mofl  likely  to  render  us  ufeful  to  our  coun- 
try, and  happy  in  ourfelves. 

At  this  period,  the  fpirit  ofEMULATIO^J 
is  found  in  greatell:  force :  it  conftitutes  a 
motive,  more  generous  than  the  felfifh,  fen- 
fual  pafiions,  which,  according  to  the  ufual 
courfe  of  nature,  prevail  in  earlier  life ;  but 
lefs  exalted  than  that  fervent  love  of  human 
kind,  which  is  intended  by  tlie  author  of 

pur 
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our  being  to   be  the   incentive  in  maturer 


age. 


It  has  frequently  been  obferved,  that  the 
affections  of  the  human  mind  rife  by  a  ne- 
celfary  progrefs,  in  beautiful  fucceffion,  each 
being  introdudiory  to  affedions  of  a  nobler 
kind ;  that  each  has  its  limited  time  of  a<it- 
ing  i  that  it  is  our  wifdom  to  convert  them 
to  their  nob  left  objeds ;  and  that  if,  in  par- 
ticular, the  feafon,  when  the  emulative  af- 
fedljons  moft  prevail,  fhould  be  negledled, 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  afterwards  endea- 
vour to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  ardour  of 
improvement,  or  to  itamp  it  with  the  image 
of  each  fierling  virtue. 

A  fyflem  of  education,  therefore,  cannot 
be  complete,  in  v/hich  the  fpirit  of  emula- 
tion is  either  partially  indulged,  or  impro- 
perly diredled. 

But,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  a 
great  part  of  the  ftudents  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  exerting  their  abilities,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  generous  pafiion.  i^nd,  in 
thofe  inflances  wherein  it  is  fuffered  to  ma- 
nifeft  its  power,  its  force  is  expended  in  the 
acquiiition  of  a  fpecies  of  learning,  which, 

however 
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however  excellent  in  many  refpefls,  certainly 
has  not  a  reafonable  claim  to  the  diftin- 
gui(hed  privileges,  which  it  enjoys  at  pre- 
fent  in  this  feat  of  literature  ;  inafmuch  as  it 
neither  prepares  our  fludents  for  a  creditable 
entrance  upon  thofe  particular  profeffions, 
to  which  the  higheft  honours  and  emolu- 
ments are  annexed  in  civil  life  j  nor  tends 
immediately  to  fit  them  for  a  general  com- 
merce with  the  world. 

Let  us,  for  inflance,  inquire  what  field 
is  allowed  for  its  exertion,  in  the  cafe  of 
candidates  for  the  iir/l  degree  in  arts. 

The  folicitude,  previous  to  an  examina- 
tion for  the  bachelor's  degree,  and  the  joy, 
confequent  upon  pafling  through  it  with 
fuccefs,  evidently  demonllrate,  that  an  un- 
common ardour  of  emulation  afluates  the 
breafl  of  each  afpirant  to  thofe  honourable 
diftindions,  which  the  univerfity  then  be- 
llows upon  her  moft  approved  fons. 

But,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  objedt  of  pur- 
fuit  is  removed  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
the  time  of  admiffion,  for  the  emulative  prin- 
ciple to  adl  uniformly. 

Experience  fliews,  that  the  mofl  dange- 
rous 
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rous  temptations  await  the  youth  at  his  firfl 
entrance  upon  academical  life.  And  com- 
mon fenfe  feems  to  dictate,  that  at  this  time 
we  fliould,  with  peculiar  care,  endeavour  to 
confirm  the  habits  of  application,  gained  in 
each  inferior  feminary,  by  a  more  extenfive 
exercife  of  the  emulative  afFedions,  and 
trials  of  a'  more  important  kind.  Yet, 
flrange  as  it  muft  appear  to  every  perfon, 
who  affords  the  matter  a  moment's  confide- 
ration,  no  evidence  is  required  of  the  flu- 
dent's  proficiency  in  the  courfe  prefcribed  by 
the  cuflom  of  the  univerfity,  until  the  time 
of  his  appearance  as  a  difputant  in  the  pub- 
lic fchools. 

Hence,  the  firft  years  of  refidence  are  too 
generally  fpent  in  indolence,  or  extrava- 
gance ;  the  laft  in  an  obflinate  courfe  of  la- 
bours, which  enfeeble  the  mental  powers  of 
the  fludent,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  have 
not  unfrequently  been  known  to  be  deflruc- 
tive  to  his  health. 

From  hence  alfo  we  may  account  for  the 
flender  improvements,  made  in  each  branch 
of  fcience  by  thofe  numerous  fludents,  who, 
for  various  reafons,  do  not  find  it  expedient 

to 
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to  continue  their  refidence  among  us  till  the 
ufual  time  of  commencing  bachelors  of 
arts. 

As  no  proper  purfuits  are,   in   this    cafe, 
propofed  to  youthful  emulation,    the  adtive 
imagination  is  unavoidably  led  to  employ  it- 
felf  in  the  fearch  of  lefs  worthy  gratifications ; 
&nd  hence  that  ardour  of  excelling,  which 
in  the  penfioner  exerts  itfelf  in  the  invefti- 
gation    of  philofophic   truth,    difpofes  the 
fellow-commoner  t;o   aim  at  dlflinguifliing 
himfelf  in  every  fafliionable  mode  of  diffi- 
pation.     This  is  an  evil  the  more  to  be  la- 
mented,   as  the  fuperiority  of  fortune,    in 
that  order  of  our  fludents,    would  render 
their  literary  attainments  more  extenfively 
beneficial  to   their  country.     And,  indeed, 
it  is  often  among  themfelves  confidered  as  a 
matter  of  complaint,  that,  by  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  the  univerfity,  they  are  in  a 
manner  excluded   from   all   opportunity  of 
difplaying  their    talents  in    common  with 
their  alibciates  ;    talents,  which,  improved 
by  culture  in  the  feat  of  the  mufes,  might 
hereafter  render  them  eminently  ufeful  in 
the  more  important  fcenes  of  focial  life. 

Nor 
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Nbr  is  the  partiality,  afforded  to  one  par- 
ticular branch  of  ftudy  by  the  cuflom  of  the 
univerfity,  lefs  repreheniible  -,  whether  we 
confider  academical  education  as  initiatory 
into  the  fludies  of  any  particular  profeffion, 
or  as  preparatory  to  a  more  enlarged  inter- 
courfe  with  mankind. 

I  am  duly  fenfible  of  the  many  good  con- 
fequences,  which  are   derived   from  a  mo- 
derate attention  to  the  prevailing  fludies   of 
this  place :   they  give  ftrength    and  folidity 
to  the  judgment,    and  call  forth  thofe   in- 
ventive powers,  which,    in  after  life,   may 
be  fuccefsfully  applied  to   the  invefligation 
of  elegant  and  ufeful  problems  in  every  valu- 
able art.     The  knowledge   of  nature,   and 
of  her  laws,  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  fuited 
to  the  ever   inquifitive  mind  of  man  ;    and, 
by  the  variety  and  extenfive  magnificence  o£ 
the  views  which  it  affords  us,  tends   to  the 
abolition  of  thofe  narrow  prejudices,  and  con- 
fined principles,    which,    at  the  fame    time 
that  they  forbid  us  to   elevate  our  thoughts 
to  the  good  of  nations,  and  of  late  pofierity, 
very  powerfully  obflruft  the  progrefs  of  our 

under- 
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underilandings  to  that  perfedion,  for  which 
they  were  originally  defigned. 

Yet  furely  the  fliid}^  of  the  mathematics, 
and  of  nature's  operations,  fliould  not  in- 
tirely  engrofs  the  youthful  mind.*  Inquiry 
ir>to  metaphyseal  and  moral  truth,  is  ac- 
companied with  numerous  advantages  ;  and 
tends  to  produce  thofe  fruits  in  public  and 
in  private  life,  to  which  we  affign  the  names 
of  the  moft  honourable  virtues  that  can  dig- 
nify or  ornament  our  kind. 

It  is  to  thefiniihed  compofitions  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  that  the  fludent  muft  diredl  his 
view,  if  he  wiilies  to  excel  in  juft  fentlment, 
and  expreffive  didlon  j  yet,  excepting  the 
encouragements   given    by  the    chancellor, 

and 

*  The  late  inftitution  of  Dr.  Smith,  were  every  other 
incentive  to  be  withdrawn,  would  fupply  fufficient  in- 
ducements to  the  ftudy  of  the  more  recondite  parts  of 
mathematics  and  philofophy.  However,  it  is  no  part' 
of  the  author's  defign,  to  difcourage  general  improve- 
ment in  thcfe  branches  of  found  and  ufeful  learning; 
but  rather,  by  propofing  them  as  the  objeds  of  an  earlier 
attention,  to  render  their  principles  more  accurately 
underftood,  and,  confcquently,  the  fludies  themfelves 
more  extcnfivcly  ufeful  to  his  countrymen. 
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and  unlverfity  members,  claflical  merit  is 
altogether  difregarded.* 

The  fludy  of  hiftory  alfo,  that  pleafing 
monitor,  which,  as   it  inflrudts  us   in   the 

errors 

*  It  hath  been  objedled,  that  the  exprefHon,  made 
ufe  of  in  this  place,  is  ftronger  than  the  real  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  will  warrant ;  and  that  the  Craven 
fcholarfhips,  together  with  the  praemiums  given  in  fome 
private  focieties,  afford  a  fufficient  encouragement  to 
the  youth,  who  are  ambitious  of  being  diftinguiilied  by 
the  luftre  of  their  claflical  attainments.  But  it  is  re- 
quefted,  that  the  gentlemen,  v/ho  think  that  there  is 
any  weight  in  thefe  obfervations,  would  refiedl,  that 
the  faid  fcholarfhips  are  only  two  in  number;  that  the 
fame  perfons  may  enjoy  them  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  ;  and,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  unfrequency 
cf  the  eleftion,  that  they  cannot  pofTibly  be  confidered 
as  forming  any  very  powerful  incentive  to  youthful 
emulation.  However,  as  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
from  the  time  of  their  inflitution,  they  have  been  in- 
variably the  rewards  of  clafHcal  merit,  I  will  freely  ac- 
knowledge that  they  ought  to  have  been  mentioned 
^mong  its  encouragements.  *'  Valeant,  quantum  valere 
pofTunt." 

With  refpe£l  to  the  encouragements  in  private  col- 
leges, they  are  altogether  out  of  the  queftion.  The  in- 
tent of  the  prefent  publication  is  to  fhew  the  expediency, 
and  even  the  neceflity,  of  introducing  a  more  perfect  mode 
of  education  into  the  univerfity  at  large  ;  to  point  out 
the  advantages  of  difFufing   the   fpirit   of    emulation 

among 
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errors  of  the  paft,  affords  us  the  mofl  Im- 
portant documents  for  the  condu6l  of  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  is  not  fufficiently  encouraged. 
The  ftudy  of  elocution,  that  graceful,  man- 
ly, accomplifhment,  which  is  fo  necelTary 
to  complete  the  charader  of  the  lawyer,  the 
fenator,  and  the  divine,  is  utterly  negledted. 
And,  to  fum  up  the  matter  of  complaint  in 

few 

among  all  orders  of  our  youth  ;  and  to  recommend  each 
branch  of  ufeful  fcience,  each  valuable  art,  each  divifioii 
of  politer  literature,  as  the  objects  of  their  animated 
purfuit.  In  the  profecution  of  my  purpofe,  it  would 
have  been  impertinent  to  have  taken  notice  of  thofe  par- 
tial inftitutions,  vv'hich  have  been  adopted  by  fome  par- 
ticular communities,  with  a  view  of  obviating  the  funda- 
mental imperfe6i-ions  in  our  academical  courfe  ;  as  the 
natural  efFedls  of  fuch  fchemes  of  improvement  muft 
always  be  countera£l:ed,  and,  in  mofl:  inftances,  intirely 
overborn,  by  the  far  fuperior  influence  of  thofe  honorary 
diftin£lions,  which  the  univerfity  holds  forth  as  incen- 
tives to  philofophical  inquiry. 

I  am  heartily  difpofed  to  allow  to  every  effort  towards " 
reformation,  its  proper  portion  of  praife.  And  it  is 
with  pleafure  I  acknowledge,  that  the  ardour,  with 
which  the  worthy  tutors  of  Trinity,  St.  John's, 
Queen's,  Caius,  and  Chrift's  colleges,  have  endeavoured 
to  introduce  the  ftudy  of  the  greek  Teftament  into 
their  refpeftive  focieties,  entitles  them  to  the  thanks 
of  each  confcientlous  parent,  and  the  applaufe  of  every 
liberal  mind. 
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few  words,  almoii:  every  valuable  attainment 
is  defrauded  of  its  proper  portion  of  praife ; 
while  thofe    honorarv    diftindions,    which 
ought   to  be  the  rewards  of  fuccefsful  la- 
bours  in  every  branch  of  ufeful  literature, 
and  which,  if  judicioudy  diftributed,  would 
fix   the   fervent  attention  of  youth  to  each 
important  objed:  of  purfuit,  are,  at  prefent, 
difpenfed,  with  a  culpable  partiality,  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  proficients  in  one  particular  di- 
vifion  of  the  fciences.     The   confequences 
are  fuch,  as  might  naturally  be  expelled  to 
take  place  :  the  academic  changes  the  feat 
of  his   relidence  for  fcenes,  which   demand 
accomplifliments  of  a  different  nature  from 
thofe,  to  which  glory  and  profit  are  annexed 
within  the  walls  of  Cambridge ;  his  acqui- . 
fitions  appear  unimportant  in  the  eyes  of  his 
fellow-citizens ;  and  he,  therefore,  either  re- 
figns  himfeif  to  defpondency,  or  feeks  for 
happinefs  in  the  gratifications  of  a  diiTipated 
life. 

It  may  pofiibly  be  anfwered,  that  the 
fludies,  which  I  now  recommend,  are  al- 
ready attended  to  in  public,  and  in  private 
ledtures.  I  acknowledge  it  with  pleafure. 
And,  were  I  difpofed  to  fpeak  difrefpedfully 
II.  '         T  of 
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of  the  labours  of  the  many  worthy  and  in- 
genious gentlemen,  who  now  adorn  this 
place,  the  public  and  undeniable  evidences 
they  have  afforded  of  afliduity,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  refpedive  functions,  would 
fuiiiciently  refute  my  calumny.  The  cir- 
cumftances,  which  attended  the  recent  in- 
llitution  of  a  courfe  of  ledures  upon  mo- 
dern hiftory,  refled:  honour  upon  the  prefent 
profefTor:*  and,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
conjedure  of  the  manner  of  the  execution, 
from  the  animated  expreilions  of  approbation 
in  the  audience,  we  may  venture  to  predict, 
that  very  beneficial  confequences  will  here- 
after be  derived  to  the  community,  from  an 
eftablifliment,  which  is  wifely  calculated  to 
animate  each  noble  and  ingenious  pupil,  to 
a  vigorous  dlfplay  of  every  ufeful  talent, 
upon  the  e>'i:enfive  theatre  of  public  life. 
With  refpedt  to  other  cafes,  wherein  I  may. 
be  allowed  to  commend  with  lefs  appearance 
of  prefamption,  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  feveral 
gentlemen,  who  difcharge  with  credit,  each 
part  of  their  important  trufl.      But  fome- 

thing 

[  *  John  Symonds,  LL.D.   profefibr  of  modern  hif- 
tory  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  j 
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thing  more  than  the  capacity  and  fidelity  of 
the  tutor  is  generally  required  in  order  to 
the  improvement  of  the  pupil  :  and  that 
fomething,  the  inexhauftible  fund  of  ho- 
nour would  effedluaily  fupply". 

It  may  alfo  be  urged,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
ceflity  for  engaging  the  univerfitj  in  any 
fcheme  of  alteration,  as  the  plan,  purfued 
by  the  mafter  of  St.  John's  college,  may  be 
adopted  m  every  other  foclety.  Mod  highly 
do  I  refped:  Dr.  Pov^ell's  charad:er,  with 
regard  to  his  conduct  in  that  department, 
which  he  fills  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf, 
and  advantage  to  the  public  ;  but  his  method 
cannot  conveniently  be  admitted  into  fmaller 
focieties :  and,  even  v/ithin  his  own,  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  the  emulation  of  youth, 
for  vv'ant  of  a  wider  range,  too  often  pro- 
duces paffions  of  a  more  malig-nant  kind.* 

T  2  To 

*  It  gives  me  pain  to  hear,  that  fome  expreffions  in, 
this  paragraph,  in  which  I  meant  to  pay  a  proper  com- 
pliment to  Dr.  Powell,  on  account  of  his  ailiduity  In 
the  difcharge  of  his  function,  as  head  of  an  houfe,  have 
been  underilood  in  a  fenfe  very  different  from  what  I 
intended.  The  doiSlor  hath  confefTedlv  efFecled  the  eita- 
blifliment  of  examinations  within  the  walls  of  his  own 

college  J 
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To  exhibit  the  form  of  an  inftitution^ 
which,  according  to  the  enlarged  and  ele- 
vated conception  of  Milton,  is  calculated 
*'  to  fit  a  man  to  perform  juftly,  fkilfully, 
and  magnanlmoufly,  all  the  offices,  both 
private  and  public,  of  peace  and  war,"  ex- 
ceeds the  limits  of  my  defign.  And  perhaps 
the  difficulties,  attending  the  efhablifhment 
of  fuch  a  fyflem,  were  even  a  Bacon  to 
propofe  one,  would  be  really  unfurmount* 
able. 

When  circumftances,  however,  feem  to 
render  it  neceflary  to  attempt  an  emendation, 
it  is  not  creditable  to  decline  all  efforts  to 
effect  it,  becaufe  the  attainment  of  per- 
fe(5tion  is  placed  beyond  our  power.  A  re- 
formation 

college ;  and  the  facl  was  mentioned  by  me  to  his  praife. 
If  an  inftitution,  highly  beneficial  in  the  main,  has  been 
attended  with  one  bad  confequence,  which  no  art,  or 
forefight,  could  prevent,  fuch  failure  is  to  be  confidered 
as  his  misfortune,  not  his  fault ;  and  fhould  incline  him 
cordially  to  co-operate  in  fupport  of  a  propofal,  not  li- 
able to  fuch  an  inconvenience  J  a  propofal,  which,  if 
carried  into  execution,  would  probably  be  the  fourcc  of 
numerous  advantages  to  every  other  fociety,  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  from  his  compliance,  no  fubftantial  injury, 
but  rather  an  increafe  of  honour,  would  be  derived  to 
his  own; 
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formation  of  the  mofi:  material  errors  in  our 
pradice,  may  prepare  the  way  for  more  de- 
iirable  improvements.  And,  as  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  every  citizen  to  contribute 
whatever  may  lie  in  his  power  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  public  welfare,  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  propofe  the  following 
meafures  to  the  conlideration  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  in  whom,  according  to  my  idea,  the 
power  of  altering  and  improving  our  acade- 
mical inftitutions  is  veiled;  and,  I  trufl, 
they  are  fuch  as  will,  upon  due  examina- 
tion, appear  to  be  both  pra(Sticable  and  ex- 
pedient. 

I.  Let  an  examination  of  all  the  under- 
graduates, ranged  according  to  their  fliand- 
ing  in  the  univerfity,  be  annually  held  in 
the  fenate-houfe,  in  the  May  term,  a  little 
before  the  time  of  its  divifion. 

II.  Let  the  fubjed-matterof  this  exami- 
nation be  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
chronology,  hiftory,  claffics,  mathematics, 
metaphyfics,  and  philofophy  natural  and 
moral ;  and  let  no  perfon  in  "  ftatu  pupil=- 
lari"  be  permitted  to  plead  his  order,  as  an 
exemption  from  attending  it, 

T  3  TIL  Let 
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III.  Let  the  claffic  authors,  and  portions 
of  hiftory,  v/hich  fliall  appear  mofl  deferving 
of  academical  attention,  be  previoufly  fettled 
by  thofe  perfons,  whom  the  univerfity  (liall 
delegate  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  publicly  given 
out  each  year,  as  the  courfe  prefcribcd  for 
examination  in  the  year  v/hlch  follows ;  and 
let  honorary  rewards  be  difpenfed  to  thofe 
lludents,  who  {l:iall  diflinguiih  themfelves  in 
each  divifion. 

IV.  Let  the  particular  portions  of  ma- 
thematics and  natural  philofophy,  which  are 
intended  to  be  the  fubjed:  of  each  examina- 
tion, be  limited  with  precilion  -,  with  a  view 
of  reducing,  within  due  bounds,  the  appli- 
cation to  a  fludy,  which,  however  ufeful, 
has  of  late  engrofTed  too  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ftudent. 

V.  In  order  the  more  powerfully  to  invite 
our  academical  youth  to  aim  at  excelling  in 
latin  or  engliili  compofition,  let  the  donation 
of  books  of  the  moft  elegant  editions,  in 
which  are  inferted  engraved  imprefiions  of 
the  arms  of  the  univerfity,  and  infcriptions 
fuitable  to  the  occafion,  be  fuper- added  to 
thofe  merely  honorary  diftin(5lions,   which 

the 
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the  unlverfity  fliall  propofe  as  inducements 
to  literary  improvement. 

VI.  Let  not  the  members  of  that  royal 
foundation,  which  has  always  been  confpi-* 
cuoufly  eminent  with  refpedl  to  claffical 
merit,  any  longer  be  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diilinguifhing  themfelves  by  th? 
difplay  of  every  valuable  attainment. 

VII.  And,  in  the  examination,  preceding 
that  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  arts,  let 
not  improvements  in  facred  literature  remain 
without  their  fliare  of  praife.* 

T  4  It 

*  The  importance  of  the  fubje<^  requires,  that  I 
fhould  explain  myfelf  upon  this  point  more  particu- 
larly. 

It  formerly  was  the  cuflom  fpr  the  tutors,  in  every 
college  in  the  univerfity,  to  give,  weekly,  theological 
leftures  to  the  ftudents  under  their  care.  Through  what 
means,  or  for  what  reafons,  this  laudable  praftice  came 
to  be  difcontinued  at  many  of  the  colleges,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  difcover.  It  is  a  fadl,  that  although  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the  meafure,  and  the  circumflances  of 
the  times,  call  aloud  for  its  revival,  it  does  not  at  prefent 
univerfally  prevail. 

Thefe  ledures,  I  am  informed,  were  attended  by  all 
the  refident  ftudents  without  any  exception.  They  cer- 
tainly conduced  to  keep  alive,  in  the  breafts  of  youth, 
that  I'enfe  of  religion,  which  had  been  inftillecl  in  the 

earlier 
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It  is  not  intended  that  this  courfe  fliould, 
in  any  refpe"c,  interfere  with  the  Aatutablc 

exercifes 

earlier  feafons  of  inftrufhion  ;  and  which,  it  may  be 
prefumed,  formed  their  beil  fecurity,  againft  the  nume- 
rous temptations  they  were  expofed  to  in  academic  life. 

But,  as,  at  this  inexperienced  age,  the  judgment  is 
not  fufficiently  matured  to  enter  upon  the  difcufiion  of 
points  of  religious  controverfy,  it  may  not  be  advifable 
to  require  any  great  degree  of  proficiency  in  facrcd  li- 
terature, at  thefe  times  of  public  trial. 

If  the  candidate  appears  to  be  tolerably  well  verfed  in 
the  four  gofpels,  according  to  the  original,  andcanpafs 
an  examination  in  Grotiiis  de  Veritate  religionis  chrif- 
tianse,  he  might  be  efteemed  fufficiently  iuftituted  in 
theological  ftudies  for  his  firfl:  degree. 

But,  as  many  ftudents  in  our  univerfities  are  fent 
thither,  in  order  to  be  properly  qualified  for  the  mini- 
fterial  fun6lions,  it  may  be  urged,  that  there  is  a  necef- 
fity,  in  their  cafe,  for  a  greater  degree  of  application, 
and  an  attendance  upon  a  more  formal  inftitution. 

It  will  be  readily  acknov/Iedged,  that  a  continual 
courfe  of  daily  lectures  in  theology,  for  the  term  of 
two  months  complete,  will  fcarcely  be  fufficient  for  this 
purpofe. 

And,  therefore,  as  the  moft  fuitable  feafon  for  fuch 
jnftrudlion  appears  to  be  that,  which  is  immediately 
fubfequent  to  the  bachelor's  commencement,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented,  that  feme  proviiion  is  not  made  for  fuch 
an  inftitution ;  and  fuch  encouragements  propofed,  as 
may  be  an  inducement  with  our  ftudents  to  prolong 
their  rcfidence  at  college,  for  the  purpofe  of  improve-- 
ment  in  a  fcicnce,  of  the  highcft  concernment  to  the 
public  and  thcmfclvcs. 
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cxercifes  of  the  univeriitj:  nor  that  It  ihould 
fuperfede,  but  rather  be  preparatory  to,  the 
more  important  examination  for  the  bache- 
lor's degree. 

It  is  propofed,  that  the  firil  annual  exa- 
mination fhouid  take  place  in  the  May  term 
1774:  but  that  it  Ihould  comprehend  only 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  fhall  be  admitted  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  How- 
ever, if  it  iliould  even  be  thought  expedient 
to  call  the  emulation  of  youth,  nov/  relident 
in  the  univerfity,  to  thofe  manly  purfuits, 
which  tend  to  prepare  them  for  an  honour- 
able difplay  of  their  talents  in  each  adlive 
fcene;  there  is  every  reafon  tofuppofe,  that 
their  native  candour,  and  ingenuous  man- 
ners, would  induce  them  cheerfully  to  con- 
cur with  the  endeavours  of  their  fuperiors, 
in  effecting  fo  delirable  an  end. 

I  might  further  obferve,  in  favour  of  fuch 
a  fcheme  as  I  have  now  recommended,  that 
it  would  afford  inducements  to  gentlemen  of 
longer  ftanding,  to  devote  themfelves,  with 
increafmg  application,  to  fuch  parts  of  lite- 
rature, as  may  be  eminently  beneficial  to 
them  in  their  profeffion  as  divines.     But  I 

refer  ve 
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referve  what  I  have  further  to  urge  upon  this 
fubjed,  until  I  am  made  acquainted  with  the 
objedions,  that  may  be  advanced  againfl:  the 
propofed  eflablifhment.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  will,  with  pleafure,  communicate  with 
any  academical  gentleman,  upon  the  proper 
meafures  to  be  purfued,  in  order  to  the  in- 
ilitution  of  ANNUAL  EXAMINATIONS;  and 
I  {hall  think  myfelf  happy,  if  thefe  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  defeats  in  our  prefent 
courfe  of  education,  fhall  fuggefl:  any  ufeful 
hints  to  thofe,  who  may  have  more  influ- 
ence than  myfelf  in  promoting  a  reform. 


APPENDIX. 

If  it  fhould  appear  expedient  to  the  fe- 
nate  to  pafs  a  grace,  for  the  eftablifhment  of 
annual  examinations,  it  is  propofed,  that  all 
fludents  of  the  prefent  year  fhould  attend. 

The  flrfr  examination  In  May  1774; 

The  fecond  examination  in  May  lyj^-. 

The  third  examination  In  May  1776; 

The 
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The  fourth  examination,  for  the  degree 
of  bachelor  in  arts,  in  January  1777. 

As  a  mode  of  procedure,  fimilar  to  one 
already  eftablifhed,  may  appear  more  feafible, 
than  one  conftrutfted  upon  a  plan  intirely 
new,  it  may  be  advifible  to  render  the 
procefs,  as  near  as  poiTible,  conformable  to 
the  examination  at  the  time  of  the  bache- 
lor's degree. 

And,  therefore,  it  is  propofed, 

I.  That  iix  public  examiners  be  annually 
appointed  *  by  the  univerfity,  with  power 
finally  to  determine  concerning  the  honorary 
rewards,  in  thofe  divilions  of  the  ftudents, 
which  fhall  be  conligned  to  their  manage- 
ment. 

II.  That  the  (Indents  of  the  three  years 
be  ranged  in  three  diftind;  divilions,  in  the 
fenate-houfe. 

III.  That  the  examiners,  feated  at  fepa- 
rate  tables  in   the  public  library,  examine 
the  ftudents  of  the  refpedive  years,  in  divi- 
lions 

*  As,  according  to  this  fchcme,  the  examination  of 
1774  will  only  comprehend  the  ftudents  of  a  Tingle  year, 
no  more  than  two  examiners  muO:  be  appointed  for  that 
year ;  four  for  the  next ;  and  the  full  complement  of  fix, 
in  each  fucceeding  year. 
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Cons  of  fix,  eight,  or  ten,  according  to  tlie 
method  pradtifed  in  the  queftionifls'  exami-.. 
pation. 

IV.  That  all  regents  and  non-regents, 
whether  dod:ors  or  mafters,  be  permitted  to 
fend  for  lingle  ftudents,  (when  not  adlually 
engaged  with  the  public  examiners,)  and  to 
examine  them  in  the  prefcribed  courfe  of  the 
year,  either  in  the  fenate-houfe  or  public 
library,  as  they  fliall  judge  convenient. 

V.  That  the  examination  laft  three  days; 
and  that  the  time  of  attendance  of  the  flu- 
dents  in  the  fenate-houfe  be  from  nine  till 
twelve  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  three  to 
fix  in  the  afternoon. 


It  has  been  hinted  to  the  author  by 
fome  perfons,  whofe  judgment  he  reveresy 
that  a  fhort  account  of  our  academical  exer- 
cifes,  together  with  a  delineation  of  our 
procefs  in  that  examination,  which  is  pro- 
pofed  as  the  model  of  the  projeded  efla- 
blifhment,  would  probably  be  acceptable  to 

many. 
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many,  who  are  unacquainted  with  our  pre- 
fent  forms.  In  compliance,  therefore,  with 
their  fuggeftions,  he  fubjoins  the  following 
reprefentation  of  that  part  of  our  literary 
difcipline,  which  is  preparatory  to  the  con- 
ferring of  the  firft  degree  in  arts. 

I N  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary, one  of  the  pro6lor's  fervants  goes 
round  to  every  college  in  the  univerfity, 
(Trinity-hall  and  King's  college  excepted) 
and  requires  a  lift  of  the  ftudents,  who,  in 
the  fubfequent  January,  intend  to  offer 
themfelves  as  candidates  for  the  bachelor's 
degree. 

The  names  of  the  ftudents,  being  thus 
collected,  are  delivered  to  one  of  the  two 
moderators,  who  tranfcrlbes  them  into  a 
book,  for  purpofes,  which  will  be  prefently 
explained. 

Thefe  moderators  are  annually  chofen 
upon  the  tenth  of  Odober.  Their  proper 
office  is  to  prefide,  alternately,  at  the  pub- 
lic exercifes  of  the  ftudents j  and  to  examine 
them,  at  the  time  of  their  offering  them- 
felves for  their  degree. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  public  exercifesare  held  In  the  af* 
ternoon,  for  iive  days  in  the  weei<:  during 
term  time;  the  moderator  appearing  a  little 
before  two,  and  frequently  continuing  in 
the  fchools  till  the  clock  flrikes  four. 

Upon  the  fir  ft  Monday  after  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  January  term,  the  mode- 
rator, whofe  turn  it  is  to  prefide,  gives  writ- 
ten notice  to  one  of  the  ftudents  in  his  lift, 
that  it  is  his  pleafure  he  ftiould  appear  in 
the  fchools,  as  a  difputant,  on  that  day 
fortnight. 

This  perfon,  who  is  now  called  the  "  re- 
fpondent,"  in  a  fev/  hours  after  he  has  re- 
ceived the  fummons,  waits  upon  the  mode- 
rator with  three  propoiitions  or  queftions; 
the  truth  of  which  he  is  to  maintain  againft 
the  objedtions  of  any  three  ftudents  of  the 
fame  year,  whom  the  moderator  fliall  think 
proper  to  nominate,  and  who  on  this  occa- 
fion  are  called  *'  opponents." 

The  queftions,  propofed  by  the  refpon- 
dent,  are  written  upon  four  feparate  papers, 
according  to  a  form,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  fpecimen : 

Q^  S.   *'  Planets 
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**  Planetas  primarii  retlnentur  in  orbltls 
fais  vi  gravltatis,  et  motu  projedili. 

**  Iridis  primariiE  et  fecundaris  pha?no- 
mena  folvi  pofTunt  ex  principiis  aptlcis. 

"  Non  licet  magiflratui  civem  morti  tra- 
dere  nili  ob  crimen  homicidii. 

— Relp.  Jan.  lo^'o." 


<i 


At  the  bottom  of  three  of  thefe  papers> 
the  moderator  writes  the  name  of  a  ftudent, 
whom  he  thinks  capable  of  oppofing  the 
queftions  of  the  refpondent,  with  the  words, 
"  Opponentium  primus,  fecundus,  or  ter- 
tius,"  denoting  the  order,  in  which  the  op- 
ponents are  to  appear. 

One  of  thefe  papers  is  fent  to  each  op- 
ponent ',  and  from  that  which  remains,  the 
moderator,  at  his  leifure,  tranfcribes  the 
queftions,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
refpondent  and  opponents  into  his  book. 

When  one  moderator  has  thus  given  out 
the  exercife  for  a  week,  he  fends  the  book 
to  the  other,  who  proceeds  according  to  the 

fam.e 
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fame  method,  and  then  returns  the  book  to 
his  colleague. 

The  fortnight  for  preparation  being  ex- 
pired, the  refpondent  appears  in  the  fchools : 
he  afcends  the  roflrum,  and  reads  a  latin 
diflertation,  (called  with  us  a  "  thefis")  upon 
any  one  of  the  three  queflions  he  thinks 
proper  3  the  moderator  attending  in  his 
place. 

As  foon  as  the  refpondent  has  finiflied  his 
thefis,  which  generally  takes  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  reading,  the  moderator  calls 
upon  the  firfl:  opponent  to  appear.  He  im- 
mediately afcends  a  roftrum  oppofite  to  the 
refpondent,  and  propofes  his  **  arguments" 
againft  the  queftions  in  fyllogiftical  form. 

Eight  arguments,  each  confifting  of  three 
or  four  fyllogifms,  are  brought  up  by  the 
firft  opponent,  five  by  the  fecond,  and  three 
by  the  third. 

When  the  exercife  has  for  fome  time  been 
carried  on  according  to  the  ftrid  rules  of 
logic,  the  difputation  infenfibly  Aides  into 
free  and  unconfined  debate  :  the  moderator, 
in  the  mean  time,  explaining  the  argument 
of  the  opponent,  when  necefiary ;  retrain- 


ing 
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ing  both  parties  from  wandering  from  the 
fubjed  ',  and  frequently  adding,  at  the  clofe 
of  each  argument,  his  own  determination 
upon  the  point  in  difpute. 

Thefe  exercifes  are  improving ;  are  gene- 
rally well  attended ;  and,  confequently,  are 
often  performed  with  great  fpirit.  But 
many  perfons  of  good  judgment,  obferving, 
with  pain,  the  unclaffical  latin,  generally 
uttered  by  the  ftudent  upon  thefe  occafions, 
have  maintained,  that  the  knowledge  of  that 
language  is  not  promoted  by  the  prefent 
method  of  difputation ;  and  have  delivered 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  thefe  exercifes  fliould 
be  held  in  en^lidi,  in  order  to  their  abfo- 
lute  perfection. 

The  three  opponents,  having,  in  their 
turns,  €xhaufled  their  whole  liock  of  argu- 
ments, are  dlfmilTed  by  the  moderator  in 
their  order,  with  fuch  a  compliment,  as  in 
his  eftimation  they  defer ve  :  and  the  exercife 
clofes  with  the  difmiffion  of  the  refpondent 
in  a  limilar  manner. 

The  moderator,   upon  his   return  to  his 

chambers,  records  the  merits  of  the  difpu- 

II.  U  tnnts 
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tants  by  marks,  fet  oppofite  to  their  refpec- 
tive  names. 

This  exercife,  with  the  preparations  for  the 
fubfequent  examination  in  January,  appears 
to  be  fufficient  employment  for  the  lafl  year. 
And  the  apprehenfion  of  it  is  fo  alarming, 
that  the  ftudent,  after  two  years  and  a  quar- 
ter's refidence,  during  which  time  no  proof 
whatever  of  his  proficiency  is  required,  fre- 
quently feeks  to  avoid  the  difficulty  or  dif- 
grace,  by  commencing  fellow- commoner, 
or,  by  declaring  his  intention  of  proceeding 
in  civil  law. 

Thefe  exercifes  being  duly  performed,  the 
vice-chancellor  appoints  three  days,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  January  term,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  **  queftionills :"  this  being 
the  appellation  of  the  ftudents,  during  the 
lafl  fix  weeks  of  their  preparation. 

The  moderators,  fome  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  vice- 
chancellor,  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  forming 
the  ftudents  into  divifions  of  fix,  eight,  or 
ten,  according  to  their  performance  in  the 
fchools,  with  a  view  to  the  enfuing  exami- 
nation. 

Upon 
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iJpon  the  firft  of  the  appointed  days,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  fludents 
enter  the  fenate-houfe,  preceded  by  a  mafter 
of  arts  from  each  college,  who,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  is  called  the  "  father"  of  the  college 
to  which  he  belongs. 

After  the  prodors  have  called  over  the 
names,  each  of  the  moderators  fends  for  a 
divifion  of  the  ftudents  :  they  fit  v/ith  him 
round  a  table,  with  pens,  ink,  and  paper, 
before  them  :  he  enters  upon  his  tafk  of  ex- 
amination, and  does  not  difmifs  the  fet  till 
the  hour  is  expired.  This  examination  has 
now  for  fome  years  been  held  in  the  englifli 
language. 

The  examination  is  varied  according  to 
the  abilities  of  the  fludents.  The  mode- 
rator generally  begins  with  propofing  fome 
queflions  from  the  Hx  books  of  Euclid, 
plain  trigonometry,  and  the  firfl  rules  of 
algebra.  If  any  perfon  fails  in  an  anfwer, 
the  queilion  goes  to  the  next.  From  the 
elements  of  mathematics,  a  tranfitlon  is 
made  to  the  four  branches  of  philofophy, 
.viz.  mechanics,  hydrollatics,  apparent  ailro- 
nomy,  and  optics,  as  explained  in  the  works 

V  z.  of 
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of  Maclaurin,  Cotes,  Helfliam,  Hamilton, 
Rutherforth,  Keill,  Long,  Fergufon,  and 
Smith.  If  the  moderator  finds  the  fet  of 
queftionifls,  under  examination,  capable  of 
anfwering  him,  he  proceeds  to  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  books  of  Euclid,  conic  fedtions, 
fpherical  trigonometry,  the  higher  parts  of 
algebra,  and  fir  Ifaac  Newton's  Principia  -, 
more  particularly  thofe  fedions,  which  treat 
of  the  motion  of  bodies  in  eccentric  and  re- 
volving orbits  ;  the  mutual  a(ftion  of  fpheres, 
conipofed  of  particles  attrading  each  other 
according  to  various  laws ;  the  theory  of 
pulfes,  propagated  through  elaftic  medi- 
ums ',  and  the  flupendous  fabric  of  the 
world.  Having  clofed  the  philofophical 
examination,  he  fometimes  aP^s  a  few  quef- 
tions  in  Locke's  EiTay  on  the  human  un- 
derftanding,  Butler's  Analogy,  or  Clarke's 
Attributes.  But  as  the  highefl  academical 
diilin(fl:ions  are  invariably  given  to  the  beft 
proficients  in  mathematics  and  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  a  very  fuperiicial  knowledge  in 
morality  and 'metaphyfics  will  fuffice. 

When  the  divifion  under  examination  is 
one  of  the  higher  clalies,  problems  are  alfo 

propofed, 
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propofed,  with  which  the  ftudent  retires  to* 
a  diftant  part  of  the  fenate-houfe,  and  re- 
turns, with  his  folution  upon  paper,  to  the 
moderator,  who,  at  his  leifure,  compares  it 
with  the  fohitions  of  other  ftudents,  to 
whom  the  fame  problems  have  been  pro- 
pofed. 

The  extradlion  of  roots,  the  arithmetic 
of  furds,  the  invention  of  divifers,  the  re- 
folution  of  quadratic,  cubic,  and  biquadratic 
equations  ;  together  with  the  dod:rine  of 
jduxions,  and  its  application  to  the  folution 
of  queftions  *'  de  maximis  et  minimis,"  to  the 
finding  of  areas,  to  the  rectification  of  curves, 
the  inveftigation  of  the  centers  of  gravity 
and  ofcillation,  and  to  the  circumftances  of 
bodies,  agitated,  according  to  various  laws, 
by  centripetal  forces,  as  unfolded,  and  ex- 
emplified, in  the  fluxional  treatifes  of  Lyons, 
Saunderfon,  Simplbn,  Emerfon,  Maclaurin, 
and  Newton,  generally  form  the  fubjed:  mat- 
ter of  thefe  problems. 

When  the  clock  ftrikes  nine,  the  qiief- 
tlonifts  are  difiniffed  to  breakfaft :  they  re-i 
turn  at  half  pafl  nine,  and  ftay  till  eleven  5 
they  go  in  again  at  half  pafl  onej  and  flay 

U  3  till 
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till  three ;  and,   laftly,  they  return  at  half 
paft  three,  and  ftay  till  five. 

The  hours  of  attendance  are  the  fame  upon 
the  fubfequent  day. 

On  the  third  day  they  are  finally  difmiifed 
at  eleven. 

During  the  hours  of  attendance,  every 
divifion  is  twice  examined  in  form,  once  by 
each  of  the  moderators,  vi^ho  are  engaged  for 
the  whole  time  in  this  employment. 

As  the  queftionifts  are  examined  in  divi- 
fions  of  only  fix  or  eight  at  a  time,  but  a 
fmali  portion  of  the  whole  number  is  en- 
gaged, at  any  particular  hour,  with  the  mo- 
derators  ^  and,  therefore,  if  there  were  no 
further  examination,  much  time  would  re- 
main unemployed. 

But  the  moderator's  inquiry  into  the  me- 
rits  of  the  candidates  forms  the  leafl  mate- 
rial part  of  the  examination. 

The  "  fathers"  of  the  refpedive  colleges, 
zealous  for  the  credit  of  the  focieties,  of 
which  they  are  the  guardians,  are  inceflantly 
employed  in  examining  thofe  fi:udents,  who 
appear  moft  likely  to  conteft  the  palm  of 
glory  with  their  fons. 

This 
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This  part  of  the  procefs  Is  as  follows  : 

The  father  of  a  college  takes  the  flu  dent 
of  a  different  college  afide,  and,  fometimes 
for  an  hour  and  an  half  together,  ftridlly 
examines  him  in  every  part  of  mathematics 
and  philofophy,  which  he  profeffes  to  have 
read. 

After  he  hath,  from  this  examination, 
formed  an  accurate  idea  of  the  fcudent's  abi- 
lities and  acquired  knowledge,  he  makes  a 
report  of  his  abfolute  or  comparative  merit 
to  the  moderators,  and  to  every  other  fa- 
ther who  Ihall  afk  him  the  queftion. 

Beiides  the  fathers,  all  mailers  of  arts, 
and  doctors,  of  whatever  faculty  they  be, 
have  the  liberty  of  examining  whom  they 
pleafe;  and  they  alfo  report  the  event  of 
each  trial,  to  every  perfon  who  fhall  make 
the  inquiry* 

'  The  moderators  and  fathers  meet  at  break- 
faft,  and  at  dinner.  From  the  variety  of 
reports,  taken  in  conne(flion  with  their 
own  examination,  the  former  are  enabled, 
about  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  dav,  fo  far  to 
fettle  the  comparative  merits  of  the  candi- 
dates, as  to  agree  upon  the  names  of  four- 

U  4  and« 
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and- twenty,  who  to  them  appear  mofl  de- 
ferving  of  being  diftinguifhed  by  marks  of 
academical  approbation. 

Thefe  four-and-twenty  are  recommended 
to  theprodors  for  their  private  examination; 
and,  if  approved  by  them,  and  no  reafoii 
appears  agalnft  fuch  placing  of  them  from 
any  fubfequent  inquiry,  their  names  are  fet 
down  in  two  divifions,  according  to  that 
order,  in  which  they  deferve  to  ftand ;  are 
afterv/ards  printed;  and  read  over  upon  a 
folemn  day,  in  the  prefence  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  of  the  affembled  univerlity. 

The  names  of  the  twelve,  who,  in  the 
'courfe  of  the  examination,  appear  next  in 
defert,  are  alfo  printed,  and  are  read  over, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  vice-chancellor,  and 
of  the  aflembled  univerlity,  upon  a  day  fub- 
fequent to  the  former. 

Four  additional  names  are  generally  in- 
ferted  in  the  former  lift,  (which  is  called 
the  lift  of  the  wranglers,  and  fenior  optime's,) 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  vice-chancellor,  two 
procfiors,  and  the  fenior  regent ;  and  the 
numbers  are  fometimes  varied,  from  a  re- 
gard to  accidental  circumftances.     In  the 

latter 
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latter  lift,  or  that  of  junior  optlme's,  the 
number  of  twelve  is  almofl  conftantly  ad- 
hered to. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  ftudent  can 
be  a  candidate  for  the  medals,  annually  given 
by  the  chancellor,  for  the  encouragement  of 
claffical  learning,  unlefs  his  name  appears  in 
the  former  of  thefe  lifts. 

The  fludents,  who  appear  to  have  merited 
neither  praife  nor  cenfure,  pafs  unnoticed  : 
while  thofe,  who  have  taken  no  pains  to 
prepare  themfelves  for  the  examination,  and 
have  appeared  with  difcredit  in  the  fchools, 
are  diilinguiflied  by  particular  tokens  of  dif- 


grace. 


The  advantages,  attendant  upon  this  mode 
of  examination,  are  fo  obvious,  that  this  ac- 
count of  it  needs  no  comment.  It  is  only 
to  be  lamented,  that  merit  in  mathematics 
and  philofophy  fliould  be  rewarded,  fo  much 
to  the  excluiion  of  every  other  kind  of  lite- 
rary improvement. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add»  that  the 
fellow-commoners  (who  are  much  favoured 
with  refped:  to  impofitions,  confequent  upon 
non-attendance  at  chapel,  and  enjoy  many 

other 
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other  extraordinary  privileges)  are  releafed, 
for  what  reafon  I  cannot  fay,  from  the  obli- 
gation of  appearing  as  difputants  in  the  pub- 
lic fchools  :  an   obligation,  to  which   can- 
didates of  the  inferior  orders  are  compelled 
to  fubmit.    However,  as  every  perfon,  about 
to  be  admitted  to  a  degree,  takes   an  oath, 
that  he  has  performed  all  the  exercifes,  re- 
quired by  the  ftatutes  of  the  univerfity,  a 
mock  procefs  is  inftituted  to  fave  thofe,  who 
have  either  performed  no  exercife  at  all,  or 
have  not  performed  their  full  quota,  in  the 
regular  way,  from  the  guilt  of  being  for- 
fworn.     The  ftatute  direds,  that  every  can- 
didate for  the  degree   of  bachelor  in  arts, 
fhall,  at  the  time  of  his  offering  himfelf  for 
fuch   degree,  have  kept  two  ads  and  two 
opponencies.      All  thefe   the   fellow-corn* 
moner  generally  difpatches,  upon  the  day  of 
admiffion  to  his  degree,  in  the  fpace  of  ten 
minutes  -,  reading  in  that  time  two  thefes, 
and  anfwering  fixteen  arguments  againft  fix 
queftions ;  hearing  alfo  two  thefes,  and  pro- 
pofing,  at  the  leafl,  eight  arguments  againfl 
fix  queftions  in  his  turn.     From  the  preci- 
pitation with  which  the  candidate  reads  his 

thefes. 
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tliefes,  anfwers  and  propofes  arguments,  the 
whole  of  this  ceremony  is  very  expreffively 
denominated,  "  huddling  for  a  degree." 

Many  attempts  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  by  the  moderators,  to  remove  the 
prefent  imperfedions  in  our  courfe ;  but  the 
event  hath  fliewn,  that  the  evil  in  queflion 
can  be  remedied  only  by  the  exertion  of  a  fu- 
perior  authority. 

In  the  college  of  Dublin,  of  v^^hich  I  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  for  near  two 
years,  quarterly  examinations  have  long 
been  eflablifhed ;  and  the  uncontroverted 
fucceis  of  the  inftitutlon  in  that  famous  fe- 
minary,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  an  additional 
inducement  with  every  friend  of  learning, 
to  exert  himfelf  with  vigour,  that,  if  poffible, 
an  inftitution  of  a  fimilar  nature  may  be 
adopted  in  each  lifter  univeriity. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  acknowledge,  that 
the  emendation  propofed  in  thefe  pages, 
(which  I  have  at  different  times,  in  the 
courfe  of  many  years,  moft  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  feveral  of  the  heads  of  houfes, 
and  tutors  in  the  univerfity,)  was  fuggefted 
to  me  by  the  recolledion  of  the  advantages, 

derived 
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derived  from  the  Dublin  method  of  proce- 
dure. And  I  was  not  a  little  confirmed  in 
my  perfuaiion  of  the  utility  of  the  inftitution 
in  queftion,  in  confequence  of  my  fubfequent 
obfervation  of  the  good  effects  of  thofe  half- 
yearly  examinations,  which  Dr.  Powell^ 
highly  to  his  credit,  hath  introduced  into 
that  fociety,  over  which  he  fo  worthily  pre- 
fides. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

As  the  preceding  propofal,  for  the  efla* 
bliihment  of  annual  examinations,  was  ho- 
noured, upon  its  firil  appearance,  with 
the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  heads  of 
houfes,  and  of  a  very  confiderable  number 
of  the  public  tutors,  and  other  members  of 
the  univerfity  -,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
offer  fome  further  confiderations,  upon  the 
mode  of  appointing  the  examiners ;  the  ffi- 
pend  to  be  allowed  them  by  the  univerfity ; 
and  the  powers,  with  which  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  intrufl  them. 

With  refped  to  the  mode  of  tle&ing  the 

examiners. 
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examiners,  it  appears  moH:  reafonable  to  con- 
form to  the  cycle,  already  eftabliflied  for  the 
appointment  of  the  proctors. 

If  the  additional  public  officers,  chofen  for 
the  purpofe  of  annual  examinations,  were  to 
be  only  two  in  number,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  fettling  the  manner  of  their 
eledion.  But,  as,  after  the  two  firfl  years, 
fix  examiners  mud  be  annually  appointed, 
it  will  be  neceflary  that  I  lliould  explain 
myfelf  more  particularly  upon  this  fubje(5V. 

Upon  infpedtion  into  the  eftablifhed  cycle, 
it  appears,  that  the  colleges,  with  which  it 
begins,  are  St.  John's  and  Queen's.  I  would 
therefore  propofe,  that  two  gentlemen,  one 
nominated  by  each  of  thefe  focieties,  fhould 
be  chofen  to  prelide  in  May,  1774,  at  the 
examination  of  the  itudents  of  the  prefent 
year. 

The  colleges,  next  in  rotation,  are  Chrifl's 
and  Peterhoufe.  But,  as  the  examination, 
to  be  holden  in  May,  i']']^^  will  compre- 
hend the  ftudents  of  two  years.  King's 
college  and  Clare- hall  are  to  be  added,  as 
next  in  fucceffion.  Of  the  four  perfons,  to 
be  chofen  from  thefe  colleges,  the  two  fenior 

may 
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may  prefide  at  the  examination  of  the  flu- 
dents,  admitted  in  1773  :  the  other  two,  at 
the  examination  of  the  iludents,  admitted  in 

1774- 

The  examination  in  May,  1776,  will  com- 
prehend the  ftudents  of  three  years ;  we 
muft,  therefore,  now  take  the  iix  colleges 
next  in  fucceilion,  viz.  Trinity,  Benet,  St. 
John's,  Magdalen,  Pembroke-hall,  andjefus. 
The  two  fenior  of  the  iix  examiners,  to  be 
chofen  from  thefe  colleges,  may  prefide  in 
the  examination  of  the  fludents,  admitted  in 
1773  :  the  two  next  fenior  may  take  the 
fludents  of  1 774 ;  while  the  two  j unior  con- 
du6l  the  examination  of  thofe  iludents,  who 
fliall  be  admitted  in  the  year  1775. 

The  fame  mode  of  eleftion  is  to  be  pur- 
fued,  in  the  appointm^ent  of  fix  examiners, 
for  each  fucceeding  year. 

With  refpeft  to  the  annual  flipend,  it  is 
propofed,  that  ten  pounds  be  paid  to  each 
examiner,  out  of  the  univerfity  chefl,  within 
a  week  after  the  expiration  of  his  office. 

The  powers  of  the  examiners  ihould  be  as 
ample  as  pofliblej  and,  therefore,  it  is  pro- 
pofed, that  they  fliall  have  full  authority  to 
prefcribe  the  courfe  for  examination,  in  the 

May 
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May  term,  which  is  fubfequent  to  their  ap- 
pointment; but  that  they  fliall  be  under  an 
obligation  to  give  public  notice,  with  refpedt 
to  the  books,  or  portions  of  books,  in  which 
they  propofe  to  examine,  within  a  fortnight 
after  the  day  of  their  eledion. 

It  is  alfo  propofed,  that,  although  every 
regent  or  non-regent  fliould  have  the  liberty 
of  examining  any  ftudent,  in  the  prefcribed 
courfe  of  the  year,  the  public  examiners, 
annually  chofen,  fhall  always  be  confidered 
as  the  final  judges  of  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  ftudents;  and  that,  having  fettled  thefe 
merits  from  their  own  examination,  and  the 
reports  of  other  examiners;  they  fliall  difperfe 
a  printed  lift  of  fo  many  of  the  ftudents,  as 
they  (hall  think  proper  to  diftinguifh  with 
honour,  within  a  reafonable  time  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  examination. 

It  is  laftly  propofed,  that,  if  the  univerfity 
fiiould  think  proper  to  aflign  any  honorary- 
rewards  to  thofe  fludents,  who  Ihall  dillin- 
guifli  themfelves  in  latin  or  engliih  compo- 
lition,  the  public  examiners  of  each  year 
fhall  be  alfo  the  final  judges  of  the  refpedive 
merits  of  the  candidates  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  inflance. 

An 


(      2^4:      ) 


An  excellent  anonymous  produdlion,  in- 
fcribed  to  the  right  honourable  lord  North, 
chancellor  of  the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  the 
reverend  the  vice-chancellor,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  convocation,  (in  v^^hich  the 
courfe  of  education,  purfued  in  that  cele- 
brated feat  of  literature,  appears  to  be  very 
faithfully  delineated,)  having  been  publicly 
handed  about  in  this  place;  I  truft  I  may 
be  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  tranfcribing 
from  it  three  or  four  paragraphs,  for  the 
information  of  thofe  perfons,  v^ho  may  be 
defirous  of  comparing  our  form  of  inftitution, 
as  exhibited  in  the  preceding  pages,  with 
the  Oxford  method  of  procedure. 

The  cuftomary  exercifes  for  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  arts,  as  fet  forth  in  this  inge- 
nious performance,  are  as  follow : 

I.  **  Difputationes  in  parvifo."  This  ex- 
Crcife  is  a  difputation  upon  three  queftions, 
either  in  grammar  or  logic ;  to  be  held  three 
days  in  every  week,  during  full  term,  and  to 
continue  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  namely, 

froraL 
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from  one  to  three  in  the  afternoon.  Every 
fcholar  is  obliged  to  perform  this  difputation 
twice,  and  to  be  created  fenior  foph,  fome 
time  in  his  third  year ;  and  to  repeat  the 
difputation  once  in  every  term  afterwards, 
to  the  end  of  his  fourth  year.  He  is  more- 
over injcined  to  attend  it,  when  performed 
by  others,  during  his  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  years. 

This  exercife  is  conftantly  held,  as   the 
Aatute   direfis;    and   occalionally    fuperin- 
tended  by  the  pro(ftors,  or  the  maflers  of  the 
fchools.     So  long  as  the  maf^iltrate  is  pre- 
fent,  the  difputation  is  maintained;   but  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed,   during  his  abfence,  to 
be  carried  on  with   any  great  degree  of  vi- 
gour.    The  queilions,   as  might  reafbnably 
be  expelled  from  their  fubjec^  matter,  and 
frequent  difcuflion,  are  trite  and  uninterefl- 
ing.     The  fenior  foph,  once  in  every  term, 
comes  into  the  fchool  where  the  diiputation 
is  held,  and  propofes  one  fyliogifm  :  which, 
being  done  purely  to  fatisfy  the   letter  of 
the  ftatute,  "  juramenti  gratia,"   is   com- 
monly ft  iled  **  doing  juraments,"     The  ar- 
il. X  tide 
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tide  of  attendance  is,  by  univerfal  confent, 
totally  negleded  and  forgot. 

II.  **  Anfwering  under  bachelor."  This 
exercife  Is  a  difputation  upon  three  queftions, 
in  logic  for  the  moft  part,  but  fometimes  in 
grammar,  rhetoric,  ethics,  or  politics.  It 
is  to  be  held  twice  by  eveiy  fcholar,  fonie 
time  in  his  third  or  fourth  year,  and  to  con- 
tinue for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  and  an  half. 
This  difputation,  as  the  title  of  it  intimates, 
is  held  under  the  **  moderamen"  of  a  deter- 
mining bachelor. 

The  exercife  is  performed  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  preceding ;  except  that, 
as  it  is  held  in  lent,  the  fchools  are  'more 
frequently  viUted  by  the  prodiors  and  maf- 
ters. 

III.  ''Examination."  The  flatutable  ex- 
aminers are  three  regent  maimers,  to  be  ap- 
pointed, in  rotation,  by  the  fen  lor  prodor. 
Any  other  regent  mailer  may  concur  in  the 
examination,  if  he  pleafes.  The  number  of 
fcholars  to  be  examined  in  the  fame  day,  or 
clafs,  may  not  exceed  fix..  They  are  to 
be  exaiuined  in  grammar,   rhetoric,  logic, 

ethics. 
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ethics,  and  geometry,  and  in  the  greek 
clafTIcs  ',  they  are  alfo  required  to  fpeak  the 
latin  tongue  with  fluency.  The  vice-chan- 
cellor and  prod^ors  are  injoined  to  attend 
examinations  :  the  former,  twice  in  every 
term ;  the  latter^four  times  each ;  in  order  to 
fee  that  they  are  duly  and  ftatutably  carried 
on. 

The  appointment  of  examiners,  by  rota- 
tion, has  long  Unce  been  difufed;  and  the 
number  of  regents,  conftantly  refident  in 
the  univerfity,  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  would  be 
extremely  troublefome,  if  not  abfolutely  im- 
pradlicable,  to  refume  it.  In  the  prefent 
method,  the  candidate  folicits  three  mafters 
to  be  his  examiners,  and  then  obtains  the 
prodior's  appointment  or  **  liceat."  The 
mafters  ufually  permit  him  to  chufe  his  own 
(:laflics.  It  feldom  happens  that  more  than 
two  or  three  candidates  are  examined  in  the 
fame  day,  frequently  only  one.  The  ftatute 
lays  no  injundion  upon  fcholars  to  attend 
examinations,  and  it  is  become  rather  un- 
ufaal  fo  to  do.  No  other  mafter  ever  affifts 
at  the  examination,  befides  thofe  appointed 
in  the  *'  liceat." 

X  2  I  do 
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I  do  not  tl:iink  myfelf  at  liberty  to  fabjoin 
tills  author's  obiervations,  upon  the  prefent 
mode  of  conducfting  academical  education  at 
Oxford,  or  the  plan  which  he  has  propofed 
for  its  improvement.  But  I  cannot  avoid 
exprefiing  my  willies,  in  conjun(^ion  with 
thofe  of  many  perfons  of  character  in  this 
iiniverfity,  tliat  he  would  render  more  public 
his  refled:ions  upon  a  fubje6l,  which  is  fo 
very  interefting  and  important. 


A     N  AR- 
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A 

NARRATIVE 

OF 

ACADEMICAL    PROCEEDINGS, 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  PROPOSAL 

FOR    THE    ESTABLISHMENT     OF 

ANNUAL     E  X  A  M  I  N  A  T  I  O  N  S 

In  the  UNIVERSITY  of  CAMBRIDGE. 

I  PROPOSE,  in  the  following  narrative, 
to  lay  before  the  public,  as  fuccindtly  as 
poflible,  the  meafures,  which  I  purfued,  in 
order  to  accomplifli  mypurpofe,  as  unfolded 
in  the  preceding  pages ;  together  with  the 
nature  of  that  oppoiition,  which  hath  hi- 
therto rendered  my  efforts  unfuccefsful.  But 
as,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiirory,  expreflions 
will  unavoidably  occur,  which,  if  not  ex- 
plained, ni2LY  prove  unintelligible  to  fome 
of  my  readers,  it  will  be  necelTiuy  for  me 
to  preface  my  account,  with  a  ihort  flcetch 
of  our  academical  con'ilitution. 

A  •''  grace"  of  the  univerfty  fenate  bears 
fome  rctemblance  to  an  *' adl"  of  the  britifli 
Darliament.  It  is  an  ordinance  of  the  lecif- 
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lature  of  our  corporation.  Its  authority 
in  all  matters,  relative  to  academical  dif- 
cipline,  is  fupreme.  And  it  has  been 
maintained  by  the  ableft  lawyers,  as  well  as 
by  thofe  of  our  own  body,  who  have  been 
efteemed  beft  acquainted  with  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  theuniverfity,  that,  in  cafes,  wherein 
nothing  is  enaded  in  oppolition  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  neither  the''  llatutes"  of  Eliza- 
beth, nor  the  '*  mandatory  letters,'*  of  fuc- 
ceeding  kings,  although  their  authority  be 
apparently  fcrengthened  by  our  uninterrupted 
fubmiflion,  can  ftand  againft  the  determina- 
tions of  this  refpecftable  afTembly. 

Thofe  perfons,  who  are  maflers  of  arts, 
or  doctors  in  one  or  other  of  the  three  facul- 
ties, of  divinity,  civil  law,  and  phyfic,  having 
their  names  upon  the  college  boards,  or  refi- 
dent  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  have  each 
a  voice  in  the  legillative  body  of  the  uni- 
verfity.  The  gentlemen  who  compofe  it,  and 
who  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  the  appel- 
lation of  ''  members  of  the  fenate,"  are  at 
prefent  in  number  about  four  hundred. 

The  members  of  the  fenate  ax-e   divided 
into  two  clalTes  or  houfes  5  and,  according 

to 
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to  this  arrangement,  they  are  denominated 
*'  regents"  or  **  non-regents,"  with  a  view  to 
fome  particular  offices,  allotted  to  the  junior 
divillon  by  the  flatutes  of  the  univerfity. 

Mafters  of  arts,  of  lefs  than  five  years 
ftanding,  and  doctors  of  lefs  than  two,  com- 
pofe  the  regent,  or,  as  it  is  otherv/ife  called, 
the  *'  white  hood"  hoiife.  All  the  reft  are 
filled  non-reo-ents,  or  "  black  hoods."  But 
dodlors  of  more  than  two  years  flanding, 
and  the  public  orator  of  the  univerfity,  may 
vote  in  either  houfe,  according  to  their 
pleafure. 

Every  member  of  the  fenate  has  a  right 
to  propofe  any  queftion,  or  queilions,  he 
thinks  proper,  to  the  confideration  of  this 
afiembly. 

Befides  the  two  houfes,  w^e  have  a  coun- 
cil called  the  '*  caput,"  which  confifts  of 
the  vice-chancellor,  a  dodor  in  each  faculty, 
and  tv/o  mafters  of  arts,  reprefentatives  of 
the  regent  and  non -regent  houfes. 

The  vice-chancellor,  v/ho  is  annually 
elected  by  the  fenate  upon  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, is  a  member  of  this  council,  by 
virtue  of  his  office. 

X  4  The 
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The  eleftion  of  the  other  members  of  this 
council  is  effeded  in  the  following  manner. 

The  vice-chancellor,  and  the  two  proc- 
tors, feverally  nominate  iiveperfons,  properly 
qualified  for  the  truft,  and  out  of  the  fifteen, 
the  heads  of  houfes  and  doctors  chufe  five. 
But,  in  general,  the  gentlemen  in  the  vice- 
chancellor's  lift  are  honoured  with  the  ap- 
pointment. 

The  caput  is  annually  chofen  upon  the 
twelfth  of  Odober. 

Every  propofition,  or  "  grace,"  previoully 
t»  its  being  voted  by  the  two  houfes,  is  to 
be  read,  and  approved,    by  this   council. 

The  fix  perfons,  who  form  the  caput, 
have,  by  queen  Elizabeth's  flatutes,  each 
of  them  a  negative  ;  but  they  have  feldom 
been  known  to  ufe  it,  unlefs  fomething  mani- 
feftly  abfurd,  or  obvioufly  derogatory  to  the 
•redit  of  the  univerfity^  is  propofed ;  info- 
much,  that  nothing  has  been  more  common 
than  for  a  perfon  to  give  a  "  placet"  in  the 
caput,  and  a  ^'  non- placet"  to  the  fame  quef- 
tion,  in  the  body,  upon  the  idea,  that  the 
caput  ihould  be  confidered  in  the  light  of 
a  committee,  to  prepare  thf  graces,  in  point 

of 
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of  form,  for  the  fubfequent  voting:  as, 
without  fome  fuch  regulation,  it  might  be 
difficult  to  take  the  fcnfe  of  the  fenate,  upon 
tlie  real  merits  of  the  quefiion. 

After  a  grace  has  palled  the  caput,  it  is 
read  In  the  non-regent,  and  the  regent  houfe; 
and  the  queftion  remains  fufpended,  till  the 
next  congregation.  If,  after  a  fecond  read- 
ing in  both  houfes,  it  palTes  through  with- 
out a  non-placet,  it  becomes  a  flatute,  pro- 
vided the  fubje<St  is  of  a  public  nature.  If  a 
jion-placet  is  put  in  by  a  member  of  either 
houfe,  it  is  voted  in  that  houfe;  and,  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  prevails.  If 
circumilances  require,  that  the  grace  ihould 
be  confidered  as  a  law,  it  formerly  was  the 
cuftom  toinfcribe  it  in  the  prodors'  books: 
but  this  part  of  the  procefs  has,  of  late  years, 
been  but  feldom  put  in  pradice, 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  I  prO" 
ceed  to  give  a  fliort  narrative  of  our  late  pro- 
ceedings; in  the  difclofino;  of  which,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  demean  myfelf  as  a  perfon,  who 
is  unconfcious  of  any  interefled  defign,  and 
whofe  fole  ambition  is  to  ferve  the  public, 
in  a  matter  of  acknowledged  importance. 

On 
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On  the  fourth  of  November  1772,  Dr. 
Cooke,  the  prefent  provofl  of  King's  college, 
upon  his  entrance  into  the  office  of  vice- 
chancellor,  made  an  excellent  fpeech  to  the 
univerfity;  in  which  he  treated,  in  general, 
of  the  extent  and  importance  of  academical 
education,  and  of  the  care  and  attention 
neceffary  in  thofe  who  fhould  conduct  it, 
with  fo  much  fpirit  and  good  fenfe,  as  in- 
duced me  to  hope,  that  the  favourable  mo- 
ment was  now  arrived,  for  the  introduction 
of  my  long  projeded  inflitution. 

Having  drawn  up  a  plan  of  improvement, 
which,  in  fubflance,  was  the  fame  with  that 
now  publiflied,  I  fent  it  to  the  vice-chancel- 
lor, with  a  fhort  addrefs,  upon  the  twenty- 
firft  of  November. 

In  this  addrefs,  I  took  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  the  prejudices  conceived  againft  me 
by  fome  perfons  of  weight  in  the  univerfity, 
might  poffibly  obflru(ft  the  execution  of  my 
projefl.  I  iniifled  upon  the  great  proba- 
bility, nay  even  apparent  certainty,  of  fuc- 
cefs,  were  the  emendation  to  be  propofed  in 
form,  by  the  chief  officer  of  the  univerfity: 
at  the  fame  time  afTuring  him*  that  I  had 

reafon 
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reafon  to  think,  the  inftltutlon  would  be 
flrongly  fupported,  were  I  even  reduced  to 
the  necefTity  of  propofing  it  myfelf. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  delivery  of 
my  propofal,  the  vice-chancellor  invited  me 
to  a  conference ;  wherein  he  behaved  with 
all  imaginable  politenefs.  He  made  the  pro- 
per inquires  into  the  flate  of  our  academical 
exercifes,  (he  being  at  this  time  unacquainted 
with  many  parts  of  our  difcipline,  on  ac- 
count of  his  long  abfence  from  the  univer- 
fity,)  and  difmifled  me,  v/ith  general  aiTur- 
ances  of  his  inclination  to  favour  any  fcheme, 
which  feemed  likely  to  promote  the  caufe 
©f  literature. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  place,  that, 
both  in  my  written  addrefs  to  the  vice-chan- 
cellor, and  in  the  fubfequent  converfation,  I 
gave  my  free  confent,  to  his  conferring  upon 
the  fubjed:  with  any  of  his  brethren. 

For  the  fpace  of  about  four  months,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  propofal  lay  vv'ith  the 
vice-chancellor,  I  took  no  further  public 
fteps  in  an  affair,  which,  I  conceived,  was 
now  in  abler  hands :  I  called  two  or  three 
times  in  this  interval,  to  make  fome  in- 
quiries 
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quirles  concerning  the  opinion  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  with 
refpe6t  to  my  projed.  His  anfwers  upon 
each  vifit  were  guarded,  and  exprelfed  in 
very  general  terms.  At  laft,  I  .plainly  dif- 
cerned,  that,  although  he  might  be  in  his 
heart  difpofed  to  wifh  well  to  any  projed  of 
reformation,  he  was  not  inclined  to  combat 
the  difficulties,  which  might  poffibly  have 
been  thrown  in  his  way,  had  he  attempted 
to  reduce  his  good  intentions  into  pradice. 

And  fince  that  time,  I  have  had  abundant 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  in  this,  as  well  as 
many  other  inftances,  he  permitted  himfelf 
to  be  influenced  by  the  counfels  of  a  perfon, 
who  has  always  manifefled  an  hoftile  difpofi- 
tion  to  the  propofed  inftitution ;  and  who 
has  even  ventured  to  hint,  that  he  will  dif- 
pute  the  power  of  the  univerfity  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  meafure,  in  cafe  the  fenate 
fhould  think  proper  to  confent  to  its  intro- 
duction. 

Difappolnted,  therefore,  in  the  pleafing 
expedations,  which  I  had  once  entertained, 
of  feeing  my  projed:  Introduced  under  fo 
refpedable  a  patronage,  I  defired  the  printer 
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of  the  univerfity  to  wait  upon  tlie  vice- 
chancellor,  for  an  "  imprimatur"  to  my 
"  Remarks."  Upon  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  my  tradt,  he  immedi- 
-ately  granted  the  requell: ;  but  did  not  hold 
any  further  converfations  with  me  upon  the 
fubjedtofmy    propofal. 

The  trad:  was  published  on  the  fixth  of 
April.  I  immediately  fent  a  copy  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  to  the  heads  of  houfes,  and 
every  tutor  in  the  univerfity.  And  had  foon 
the  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  propofed  in- 
ilitution  v/as  received  with  fuch  marks  of 
approbation,  as  might  reafonably  induce 
;iie  to  indulge  the  moft  flattering  expe(5la- 
tions  of  fuccefs, 

Upon  the  fixtcenth  of  April,  I  publiflied 
a  fecond  edition,  with  fome  minute  alter- 
ations ;  and,  on  the  twenty- firft  of  the  fame 
month,  apoflfcript;  at  the  end  of  which, 
I  fubjoined  the  following  declaration. 

<"  If  no  material  objedlon  fhall  be  urged 
againft  the  preceding  plan,  the  propofer 
will  oirer  a  grace  for  its  eftabllfliment,  upon 
fome  day  before  the  divifion  of  the  prcfeni; 
term," 

During' 
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During  the  period  that  elapfed  between 
the  iiril:  publication  of  my  propoial,  and  the 
offering  of  my  grace,  no  objection  was  urged 
either  in    public,  or  in  private,  as  far   as  I 
could  colled:,  againft  the  eftablifhment  of 
annual  examinations.      But,   as  doubts  were 
raifed  with  refpedl    to   fome   particulars    in 
the  method,  I  had  laid  down,   of  carrying 
the  defign  into  effedl,  it  was  fuggefted  to  me 
by  a  judicious  friend,  that  it  might  be  ad- 
vifable  to  propofe  the  fmgle  queftion  of  the 
expediency  of  annual  examinations  to    the 
votes   of  the  fenate ;  and  to    infert,   in  my 
intended  grace,   a  claufe  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  learned  and  adive  perfons, 
to  draw  up  a  plan  for  the  execution  j  with 
a  provifo,  that  the  fcheme,  which  approved 
itfelf  to  their  judgment,  fhould  not  be  con- 
iidered  as  the  refolutlon  of  the   univerlity, 
until   it    had  been   voted   in    form  by  the 
fenate. 

In  compliance  with  this  advice,  I  drew 
up  the  following  grace,  and  fent  a  copy  of 
it,  before  it  was  offered  in  the  fenate-houfe, 
to  every  member  of  the  caput ;  at  the  fame 

time. 
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time,  taking  the  proper  meafures  to  have  my 
intentions  publifhed  in  the  univerfity. 

A  Grace  for  the  eftabllfliment  of  annual 
examinations. 
*'Cum  reipubhcae  noflraj  plurimum  intereile 
videatur,  ut  publicum  examen,  in  Uteris 
humanioribus,  sque  ac  in  mathematicis  et 
philofophicis  difcipHnis,  quotannis  fubeat 
to2:ajuventus  academica; 

"  Placeat  vobis,   ut  ejufmodi  examen  in 
poilerum  celebretur ;  et  ut  [Dominus  pro- 
cancellarius.  Dr.  Caryl,  Dr.  Plumptre  col- 
legii  Reginalis,   Dr.   Gordon,   Dr.  Watfon, 
..Dr.  Hallifax,  Mr.   Collier,  Mr.   Lambert, 
Mr.  Poftlethwaite,  Mr.  Joannes  Hey,  Mr. 
Farmer,  Mr.  Barker  collegii  Reginalis,  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt,  Mr.    Gould,    Mr.    Paley,    Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Nafmitb,  Mr.  Arnald,    et  Mr. 
Pearce,  vel  eorum  quinque,  quorum   unus 
femper    fit    Dominus     procancellarius,  fint 
fyndici  veftri]    ad  confultandum   de    modo 
examinatores  eligendi,  et  cetera  qu£  ad  banc 
rem  fpe-flant  rite  tranfigendi ;  ita  tamen  ut 
quod  iis  placuerit  minime  flatuti    vim  ha- 
beat,  nifi    podea  veilris    fuffragiis  compro- 
betur," 

UpoA 
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Upon  the  eighth  of  May,  I  offered  xny 
grace  in  form  to  the  caput. 

After  three  quarters  of  an  hour  fpent  in 
deliberation,  during  which  time,  as  it  after-* 
Vards  appeared,  the  partiality  of  the  fyn- 
dicate,  as  not  containing  a  complete  repre- 
fentation  of  the  colleges,  was  chiefly  objeded 
to.  Dr.  Powell  put  in  his  non-placet,  (in 
giving  which  he  was  not  fmgle,)  and  the 
grace  was  confequently  rejeded. 

When  the  vice-chancellor  returned  to  me 
the  grace,  I  defired,  that  he  would  con- 
defcend  to  acquaint  me  with  the  reafon  of 
its  rejedionj  but  no  anfwer  was  made  to 
my  requefl. 

Upon  the  tenth  of  May,  I  fent  the  follow- 
ing note  to  three  of  the  gentlemen,  who  com- 
pofed  the  caput,  having  made  a  fimilar  de- 
claration to  the  other  three  in  perfon. 

*'  Mr.  Jehb  prefents   his  compliments   to 

Dr.  ,  begs  leave  to  fend  him   the  copy 

of  a  erace,  which  it  is  his  prefent  intention 
to  offer  to  the  caput,  at  the  next  congrega- 
tion. If  any  exception  Ihould  be  taken  to 
the  form,  before  or  at  the  time  of  prefenta- 
tion,    Mr.  Jebb   will,  with  all  due  refped, 

attend 
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attend  to  whcit  Hiall  be  urged  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  caput,  upon  fuch  occafion  ;  as 
he  has  no  other  objed:  in  view,  than  to  take 
the  fenfeof  the  body  of  the  univerfity,  upon 
the  merits  of  the  main  queftion." 

This  grace  was  in  fubftance  the  fame  as 
the  rirft.  It  differed  from  it  only  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Syndicate  or  committee. 
In  the  place  of  the  words  and  names  between 
the  brackets,  vvere  inferted  the  following 
words,  *'  fyndici  nominentur  au6toritate^ 
fenatus." 

No  objedion  being  urged  by  any  member 
of  the  caput,  I  propofed  my  fecond  grace 
to  that  council,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, upon  the  twelfth  of  May.  After  fome 
time  fpent  in  debate,  the  vice-chancellor 
fent  for  me,  and  informed  me,  that  my 
grace  was  rejed:ed,  and  gave  the  following 
reafons  for  the  procedure,  viz.  Informalities 
in  the  miode  of  conftrucfting  the  grace  ;  im- 
proprieties in  the  expreflion  ;  and  the  v/ant 
of  time  for  the  confideration  of  a  fubject, 
in  its  nature  fo  important.  As  I  had  reafon 
to  fufped  from  a  converfation,  which  paffed 
that  morning  between  the  regidrary  of  the 
II.  y  univeriity 
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tmlverfity  and  myfelf,  that  the  idea  of  leav- 
ing the  choice  of  fyndics  to  the  fenate, 
might  poffibly  be  objeded  to,  as  unprece- 
dented, I  had  prepared  a  third  grace,  which, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  vice-chancellor's  declara- 
tion, I  propofed  to  the  caput.  This  grace 
was  allowed  to  contain  a  fair  and  impartial 
reprefentation  of  all  orders  of  men  in  our 
univerfitv.  At  the  fame  time,  another  ob- 
jedion,  which  I  very  accidentally  heard  had 
been  urged  again  ft  the  former  grace,  was  re- 
moved. In  the  place  of  the  words  and 
names  between  the  brackets,  was  now  in- 
ferted  as  follows,  "  Dominus  procancel- 
larius.  Dr.  Caryl,  Dr.  Plumptre  collegii 
Reginalis,  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Watfon,  Dr. 
Hallifax,  Dr.  Waring,  Mr.  Beadon,  Mr. 
Collier,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr. 
Longmire,  Mr.  Joannes  Hey,  Mr.  Gould, 
Mr.  Farmer,  Mr.  Jepfon,  Mr.  Paley,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Nafmith,  Mr.  Arnald,  et  Mr. 
Pearce,  vel  eorum  feptem^  quorum  unus  fem- 
per  fit  Dominus  procancellarius,  lint  fyn- 
dici  veftri." 

This    alfo    was    rejeded.       Immediately 
aferwards  I  propofed   a  fourth  5   in  which, 

inftead 
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indead  of  the  words  and  names  between  the 
brackets,  wereinferted  thefe words,  "Syndic! 
undeviginti  a  procancellarlo  veftro,  quorum 
ipfe  unus  lit,  infra  dies  vicenos  nominentur." 

The  council  broke  up  foon  after  the  read- 
ing of  this  grace ;  and  the  vice-chancellor 
informed  me,  that  it  had  met  with  the  fame 
fate  as  the  preceding. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  noted,  that,  upon  the  of- 
fering of  the  third  of  my  graces,  to  the 
confideration  of  the  caput,  mention  v/as 
made  by  Dr.  Powell,  of  a  grace,  to  prevent 
me  from  offering  any  more  graces,  upon  the 
fubje6l  of  annual  examinations.  A  doubt 
being  immediately  ftarted  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen then  prefent,  whether  a  grace,  of  fuch 
a  complexion,  would  be  well  received  by  the 
two  houfes,  Dr.  Powell  replied,  he  would 
undertake  for  its  fuccefs.  But  having  reafon 
to  fufped:,  from  the  manner,  in  which  his 
propofition  was  received  by  his  brethren, 
that  a  negative  would  be  put  upon  his  mo- 
tion, were  he  topropofe  it  in  form,  bethought 
it  mofl:  prudent  to  change  the  fubjed:  of  dif- 
courfe. 

Upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  I  retired 
Y  2  into 
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into  the  coantry,  having  publicly  expreficd 
my  intention,  of  perfevering  in  my  applica- 
tion to  the  caput,  until  the  point  in  quel: ion 
fliould  be  ftatutably  decided  by  the  futtrages 
of  the  fenate. 

Upon  the  fifth  of  July,  the  following  grace 
was  propofed,  by  the  vice-chancellor,  which 
palTcd  the  caput,  and  both  houfes,  without 
a  divifion. 

**  Cum  reipublicffi  noflrae  nonnullis  inte- 
reffe  videatur,  publicum  quotannis  totius 
juventutis  academicas  examen  inftitui;  id- 
que  ipii  publice  nos  et  obnixe  expofcant  et 
efflagitent ; 

"  Ne  rem  tarn  fpeciofam  aut  negle<5lui 
prorfus  habuiffe,  aut  tarn  novam,  tantique 
ijnomenti,  temere  nimis  et  Inconfulto  arri- 
puiiTe,  academiae  vitio  vertatur  j 

*•  Placeat  vobis  ut  omnes  collegiorum 
omnium  prxfecfti,  tres  regii  profeilbres  in 
theologia,  jure  civili,  et  medicina,  feniores 
duo  e  collegiis  fancftas  trinitatis  et  Divi  Joan- 
nis  tutores,  et  fenior  quifque  ex  omni  alio 
collegio  tutor,  fmt  fyndici  veftri,  qui  convo- 
cante  procancellario  conveniant,   collatifque 

inter 
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inter  fe  confiliis  dejiberent  et  dijudlcent,  an 
£eri  omnino  pofiit  ut  ifliufmodi  examina- 
tiones  commode  habeantur  ;  an  ut  habeantur 
expediat ;  quo  modo,  quo  loco,  quo  tem^ 
pore,  quibus  proclidibus,  quibus  examinan- 
tibus,  commodifTuTie  et  ad  uberrimum  in 
bonis  omnibus  Uteris  profedum  utiliffime 
haberi  poiluntj  quicquid  denique  iis,  vel 
procancellario,  et  majori  eorum  parti  vifum 
fuerit,  in  fcripta  digedum  referant,  et  die 
primo  Januarii  proxime  infequentis  apud 
procancellarium  deponant,  cum  ipfo  pro- 
tinus  cancel lario  communicandum,  veftrif- 
que  ita  demum  fufrragiis  legitime  atque  or- 
dine  fanciendum." 

As  the  terms  of  the  grace  did  not  require, 
that  the  chancellor  (hould  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  refolutions  of  the  committee,  'till 
the  iirft  day  of  the  enfuing  January,  it  was 
naturally  to  be  expected,  that  the  decifion 
of  the  main  queilion  would  not  have  taken 
place,  'till  after  the  divifion  of  the  Michael- 
mas term  ;  which  happens  on,  or  about,  the 
12th  of  November:  this  being  the  time, 
when,  on  account  of  ledure?,  the  prefence 

Y  3  of 
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of  the  tutors  is  rendered  indifpenfable.    The 
committee,  however,  was  convoked,  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Cooke,  upon  21  ft  of  October.  The 
debate,    according  to   the  beft  information, 
feems  to  have  lafted  fomething   more   than 
half  an   hour.     At  length,  the  votes  being 
taken  by  fecret  fcrutiny,  fourteen  appeared 
to  be  againft  the  iaftitution,  and  nine  in  its 
favour.     The  procefs  was  as  follows  :   the 
queftion,  concerning  the  pradicability  of  the 
propofed   inftitution,    was   written  upon   a 
Iheet  of  paper,  and  laid  upon  a  table,  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  room.     The  words,  in 
which  it  was  exprelTed,  were  taken  from  the 
grace,  viz.  "  an  fieri  omnino  pofht  ut  iftiuf- 
modi  examinationes  commode  habeantur." 
Immediately  under  the  queftion,  were  drawn 
two  lines,  with  the  words   *'  placet,"  and 
*'  non-placet,"   at  their    extremity.      The 
company  fat  in  different  parts  of  the  room, 
at  a  diftance  from   the  table.     When  the 
voting  began,  the  junior  tutor  approached 
the  table,  made  a  fcratch  upon  one  of  thefe 
lines,  and   then   retired  to  his  place.     His 
example  was  followed  by   the  reft   of  the 
gentlemen   in  their  order,    'till    the   whole 

number 


(     Z'^7    ) 

number  of  perfons  prefent,  confiding  of 
three- and- twenty,  had  given  their  fuffrages. 
In  the  beginning  of  lafl:  November,  I 
publilhed  a  continuation  of  my  narrative; 
and,  in  a  feries  of  obfervations,  upon  the 
conduft  of  the  committee,  endeavoured  to 
evince  the  informahty  of  its  proceedings.* 

y  ^  Upon 

[  *  The  following  note  is  extracted  from  the  Ihort 
traft  here  referred  to,  entitled,  ''  A  Continuation  of 
the  narrative  of  academical  proceedings,  relative  to  the 
propofal  for  the  eftablifhment  of  annual  examinations  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge ;  with  obfervations  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  grace  of  the 
fenate,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1773."  I'his  extra6\  con- 
tains all  the  original  matter,  not  to  be  found  in  the 
*'  Remarks,"  and  is  printed  here,  in  order  to  unite  the 
obfervations,  and  preferve  their  connection  with  the 
narrative.  ] 

I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  fufpecled  of  a  difpofition  to  cavil, 
if  I  fay,  that  fome  material  informalities  appear  in  the 
conduct  of  the  committee  upon  this  occafion.  The 
words,  *'  quicquid  denique  iis,  vel  procancellario,  et 
majori  eorum  parti  vifum  fuerit,"  feem  to  require,  that 
ever)'  refolution  (hould  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  an  ab- 
folute  majority  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  named  in  the 
committee  ;  i.  e.  the  opinion  of  at  leafl  nineteen  of  its 
members  ;  the  whole  number  of  perfons  named  being 
thirty-fix.  Whereas  it  is  confefled  on  all  iides,  that 
only  fourteen  voted  againlt  the  practicability  of  the  in- 

ftitution 
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Upon   the    fourteenth    of  December,    I 
propofed  the  following  grace  to  the  caput  of 

the 

ftitution.  The  word  "  eorum"  plainly  refers  to  "  al!"  the 
perfons  named  in  the  grace.  If  nothing  more  was  in- 
tended by  the  gentleman  who  propofed  this  grace,  than 
that  the  prefence  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number, 
with  the  vice-chancellor  at  their  head,  fhould  be  necef- 
faryin  order  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
in  compliance  with  the  cuftomary  form,  have  exprefled 
himfelfas  follows:  "  Placeat  voBis  ut  om.nes  col- 
legiorum  omnium  prasfecli,  tres  regii  profeflbres  in 
theologia,  jure  civili,  ct  medicina,  fen  i  ores  duo  e  col - 
legiis  fanclae  trinitatis  ct  Divi  Joannis  tutores,  et  fenior 
quifquc  ex  omni  alio  collegio  tutor,   vel  eorum    no- 

VENDECIM,  QUORUM  UNUS  SEMPER  SIT  DoMINUS  PRO- 

cancellarius,  fint  fyndici  veilri,"  &c.  A  flight  in- 
fpe(flion  into  our  grace-books  will,  I  truft,  convince  the 
reader  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  remark. 

But  this  reafoning  may  perhaps  appear  to  be  invali- 
dated by  urging,  that,  according  to  this  interpretation, 
the  vice-chancellor  would  have  a  negative  in  every  quef- 
tion  debated  by  the  committee  ;  and  it  may  be  contend- 
ed, that  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  wifli  of  the 
late  vice-chancellor,  that  fuch  u  n  con  fc  ion  able  powers 
fliould  be  conceded  by  the  grace.  The  hiftory,  how- 
ever, of  the  concomitant  circumftances,  is  fufficient  to 
convince  the  moft  incredulous,  that  fuch  confidence  was 
intended  to  be  repofed  in  the  vice-chance! lor.  The 
adlions  of  men  are  frequently  guided  by  an  iiifluence  not 
difcernible  by  themfelves  j  and,  I  believe,  it  is  a  pretty 

general 
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the  unlverfity,  Dr.  Caryl  being  vice-chan- 
cellor, and   Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Hallifax,  Dr. 

Plumptre, 

general  perfuafion,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  other  in- 
ftances,  the  late  vice-chancellor,  who  appears  to  me  to 
have  rather  wifhed  well  to  the  inftitution  in  the  main, 
permitted  himfelf  to  be  direiSled  by  the  counfels  of  a 
perfon,  who  has  always  manifcfted  an  hollile  difpofition 
to  the  propofed  eftablifhment,  and  whofe  conduct  in  the 
committee  forbids  us  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would  ever  have 
permitted  the  preceding  grace  to  have  pafled  the  caput, 
unlefs  he  had  been  convinced,  that  it  contained  in  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  its  own  inevitable  deftru£lion.* 

If,  then,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  grace,  thecon- 
fent  of  an  abfolute  majority  of  the  committee,  v;ith  the 
vice-chancellor  among  the  number,  be  required,  in  order 
to  2;ive  validity  to  a  refolution,  a  fecond  informality  dif- 
clofes  itfelf  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21ft  of  October. 
The  votes  of  the  aflembly  (hould  not  have  been  taken 
by  fecret  fcrutiny,  which  all  the  gentlemen  prefent, 
v/ith  whom  1  have  converfed  upon  the  fubje^l,  acknow- 
ledge was  the  i'ad:.  Doubts  may  arife  in  the  breafts  of 
every  member  of  the  fenate,  whether  the  vice-chancellor 
was  in  the  majority;  a  circumftance  which  fliould  cer- 
tainly appear  to  have  been  the  cafe,  when  the  report  is 
piade  to  the  chancellor  and  to  the  fenate. 

Upon  infpe^lion  into  the  grace,  it  alfo  will  appear 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  opinion  of  the  comrnit- 
tee,  upon  a  fubje£l  of  fuch  confequence,  v/ould  have 
been  delivered  with  circumftances  of  greater  folemnity  ; 
?nd  its  act  have  been  recorded  in  writing,   and   figned 

by 
[  *  See  before,  p.  316.  J 
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Plumptre,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Mr.  Coulfton, 
being  members  of  that  council,  at  the  time 
of  its  prefentation. 

**  Cum 

by  the  chairman  of  the  aflembly.  Nor  will  it  avail  the 
opponents  of  the  meafure  to  plead,  that  fuch  formality 
was  only  required  in  cafe  a  plan  had  been  drawn  up  for 
the  execution.  The  words  '*  in  fcripta  digeftum  rcfer- 
ant,"  exprefsly  point  to  whatever  might  happen  to  be- 
come the  fubjecl  of  deliberation.  And  although  fuch 
conclufion  were  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  pofitive  terms 
of  the  grace,  yet  refpedl  to  the  authority,  which  gave 
tbecommiflion,  rendered  fuch  procedure  in  this  inftance 
indifpenfable  ;  for,  moft  furely,  the  fenate  has  a  claim 
to  the  ampleft  information  with  refpe<Sl  to  the  reafons 
that  inclined  its  committee  to  declare  a  meafure  imprac- 
ticable, which  was  known  to  have  been  efteemed  not  only 
,pra£licable,  but  expedient,  nay  even  necelTary,  in  the 
judgment  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  its  members. 

I  would  draw  the  following  conclufions  from  the  pre- 
ceding obfervations,    viz. 

That  the  members  of  the  committee,  who,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  fummons  of  the  vice-chancellor,  met  upon 
the  21  ft  of  October,  and  determined  the  queftion  of  the 
practicability  of  annual  examinations  in  the  negative, 
have  not  a£led,  in  fome  eflential  points,  conformably  to 
the  grace  from  which  they  derived  their  authority  ;  and, 
that  the  refolution  of  the  majority  on  that  day,  has  no 
greater  degree  of  validity,  than  the  rcfolutions  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  any  private  fociety,  when  that 
majority  amounts  not  to  the  precife  number  exprefied  in 
iheir  ftatutes. 

I  fxiall 
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*'  Cum  quatuordecim  ex  triginta  fex  fyn- 
dicis,  die  quinto  Julii  conftitutis,  vifum  fu- 
erit,  annuum  examen  totius  juventutis  aca- 
demics non  pofle  commode  haberi ;  et  cum 
qusflio  orta  iit,  utrum  in  hoc  cafu  gratiae, 
a  vobis  eodem  tempore  conceiTac,  fatisfadlum. 
fit,  qu2D  podulare  videtur,  ut  ea  folummodo 
iirma  fit  fententia,  in  quam  Dominus  pro- 
cancellarius,  et  major  pars  totius  numeri 
fyndicorum  abierunt ; 

*'  Placeat  vobis,  ut  fyndici  prsdiuli.  Do- 
mino 

I  fhall  laftly  obferve,  that  if  the  fourteen  gentlemen, 
who  voted  againft  the  pra(5licability  of  the  inftitutlon 
upon  the  21ft  of  Odlober,  fliould  hereafter  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  five  more  of  their  brethren, 
in  order  to  form  a  majority  of  the  committee,  fuch  mea- 
fure  muft  be  looked  upon  as  exceptionable,  uniefs  the 
whole  matter  be  again  debated  at  a  fubfequent  meet- 
ing. The  terms  of  the  grace  are  cxprefs  with  rcfpeift 
to  this  point  alfo:  *' convocante  procancellario  con- 
veniant,  collatisque  inter  se  consiliis  deliberent, 
et  dijudiccnt,  &:c." — Words  which  plainly  imply,  that 
no  refolution  canbevalid,  uniefs  the  fubje6l  matter  it  of 
be  openly  difcufled,  and  the  queftion  finally  decided, 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  during  the  time  of 
their  ftatutable  afl'embly. 

My  attempts  have  not  hitherto  been  attended  with 
fucccfs  j  yet  the  judgment  I  have  formed  of  the  im- 
portance 
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mino  procancellario  convocante,  conveniant, 
donee  major  pars  totius  numeri  in  unani 
fententlam  confpiraverint ;  et  ut  eorundem 
placitum,  in  fcripta  digeftum,  ante  diem 
primum  Martii  proxime  infequentls  in  fena- 
culo  veilro  publicetur." 

This  grace,  after  fome  deliberation,  paffed 
the  caput ;  and  was  then  read,  for  the  iirft 
time,  in  both  houfes. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  I  re- 
printed  the  grace,  paffed  upon  the  fifth  of 

July. 

portance  of  the  caiife,  and  the  confidence,  derived 
from  the  expcftation  that  I  fliall  be  fupported  by  the 
voice  of  an  approving  public,  forbid  me  to  defpond. 
And  if  at  laft,  after  the  exertion  of  every  manly  effort, 
overborn  by  the  w^eight  of  prejudice,  and  circumvented 
in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  a  fair  and  candid  decifion 
of  my  queftion,  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  defift,  I  fhall 
not  remain  altogether  without  my  confolation  ;  as,  ex- 
eluilvely  of  the  fatisfa£lion  derived  from  the  approba- 
tion of  the  friends  of  learning  and  religion,  I  fhall  re- 
tire with  the  perfuafion,  that,  in  confequence  of  my 
ftruggles,  the  talk  of  academical  reformation  will  be 
rendered  more  eafy  to  thofe  who  ihall  hereafter  be  dif- 
pofed  to  undertake  it;  and  fhall,  therefore,  have  laid  in 
a  fund  of  pleafing  reflections,  more  than  fufficient  to 
compenfate  for  the  anxieties,  and  ill  treatment,  which 
I  have  experienced  in  the  profecution  of  my  defign. 

Cambridge,  Nov.  4,  1773. 
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Juj}-,  together  with  the  preceding  grace ; 
and,  in  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
fenate,  which  v/as  immediately  circulated  in. 
the  univeriity,*  I  again  urged  thofe  reafons, 
which,  in  my  apprehenfion,  rendered  invalid 
the  refolution  of  the  twenty-firft  of  0<flober. 

Upon  the  following  day,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when,  on  account  of  the 
conteiled  eledlion  of  a  chemical  profeiTor, 
near  three  hundred  members  of  the  fenate 
were  prefent,  my  grace  was  read  the  fecond 
time  in  the  non-regent  houfe,  A  non- 
placet  being  put  in,  it  was  voted  in  that 
houfe,  and,  upon  the  fcrutinj,  the  numbers 
appeared  as  follow  :  non-placets  67,  pla- 
cets 38. 

Thus,  unconfcious  of  an  intention  to  mif- 
reprefent  the  condu(5t  of  any  gentleman  con- 
cerned, I  have  continued  my  narrative  to  the 
prefent  hour  -,  and  have,  with  all  falthful- 
nefs,  unfolded  the  mofi:  material  circum- 
ftances,  attending  the  propofal  of  an  infti- 
tution,  which  has  long  appeared  to  me  moft 
likely  to  rePiOre  our  credit  with  the  public. 
An  inftitution,  which,  after  many  ineffedtual 

rem  on - 

[  *  Containing  the  fubllance  of  the  preceding  note.  ] 
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remonrirances  of  a  more  private  nature,  I 
was  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  propofe  to 
our  academical  corporation,  upon  the  en- 
couragement of  perfons,  whofe  chara(5lers  I 
reverence,  and  whofe  opinions,  in  whatever 
relates  to  the  advancement  of  literature,  and 
the  honour  of  our  univerfity,  I  think  it  wif- 
dom  to  refpedt. 

This  encouragement,  I  trufl,  would  be  a 
fufficient  apology,  in  the  eftimation  of  an  in- 
dulgent public,  for  the  part  I  have  taken  in 
a  queftion,  which  I  was  induced  to  engage 
in,  from  a  principle  of  affedion  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  our  univerlity,  and  a  defire  of  being 
ufeful  in  my  generation,  without  the  re- 
moteft  profpedt  of  temporal  emolument  to 
myfelf.  But  I  reft  my  defence  upon  the 
merits  of  my  caufe.  Upon  the  fame  bafis, 
I  reft  my  expeftations  of  fuccefs.  If  I  have 
formed  a  wrong  judgment  concerning  the 
neceflity  of  academical  reformation ;  if  the 
plan  I  have  propofed,  after  that  fair  and  can- 
did difcuftion,  which  is  generally  afforded  to 
every  fubjed  of  apparent  confequence,  (hall 
prove  to  be  either  impracticable  or  inexpedi- 
ent ',  the  fyftem  itfelf,  together  with  the  argu- 
ments- 
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ments  urped  in  Its  favour,  will  foon  be  con- 
iigned  to  deferved  oblivion.  On  the  contrary, 
if,  upon  an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  realftate 
of  the  cafe,  fentiments  of  a  different  nature 
fliould  prevail,  the  preceding  inflitution, 
haply  approved  by  the  friends  of  learning 
and  religion,  may  find  an  advocate  in  every 
thoughtful  parent's  breaft :  and,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  neither  the  force  of  partial 
interefts,  nor  of  unworthy  prejudices,  will 
any  longer  be  able  to  obftrud;  its  eflablifh- 
ment. 

Cambridge,  December  20,  I773« 
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It  has  frequently  been  aflerted,  that  the 
reparation  of  the  orders,  the  feverlty  of  the 
penalty,  in  cafe  of  non-attendance,  together 
with  the  requifition  of  a  greater  degree  of 
proficiency  in  literature,  than  is  provided  for 
in  the  public  ledures  of  each  fcciety,  were 
the  main  reafons  that  occafioncd  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  graces,  propofed  on  the  19th  of 
laft  April,  for  the  eftablifliment  of  public 
examinations  in  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

An  opinion  alfo  very  generally  prevailed, 
that  fome  of  the  regulations,  recommended 
by  the  fyndics,  would  have  fucceeded,  if 
they  had  been  feparately  fubmitted  to  the 
fuffrages  of  the  fenate. 

It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  there  is 
fufficlent  ground  to  indulge  the  pleafing  ex- 
pedlation,  that  if  fuch  temperaments  were 
propofed,  as  fully  obviated  the  preceding  ob- 
jedtions,  the  plan  of  the  very  learned  and 

Z  2  very 
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rery  able  committee  might  ftill  be  adopted 
in  its  mofl  efiential  parts  -,  and  thus  the  uni- 
verfity  derive  credit,  and  the  nation  fubftan- 
tial  advantage,  from  the  labours  of  a  fet  of 
men,  whofe  acknowledged  abilities  and  re- 
fpedable  llation,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  qua- 
lified them  for  the  difcharge  of  their  im- 
portant truft. 

With  this  view,  a  member  of  the  acade- 
n^iical  fenate  begs  leave  to  fuggeft  the  fol- 
lowing modiiicaticn  of  the  late  committee's 
fcheme.  He  has  carefully  confulted  fome 
of  the  mod  judicious  pf  his  friends  upon  the 
fubjed-matter  of  every  article  :  he  has  en- 
deavoured to  draw  it  up  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  v/hole,  taken  together,  may  form 
one  confident,  practicable  plan  -,  while  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  fo  conftrufted,  that  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  fenate  may  be  feparately  taken 
upon  each  conftituent  part ;  in  order,  that, 
if  neceffity  require,  corredions  and  amend- 
ments may  be  admitted  in  every  fubfcquent 
portion  of  theinftitution,  without  injury  to 
thofe  that  may  happen  to  be  previoufly  ap- 
proved. 

It 
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It  is  his  intention  to  proceed  upon  the 
following  principle,   viz. 

That  although  the  youth  of  this  place 
have,  in  general,  fufficient  means  of  infor- 
mation afforded  to  them  by  the  public  tutors, 
yet  that  fomething  is  wanted  to  fecure  a  pro- 
per degree  of  attention    to   the   cuftomary, 


courfe  of  college  lediures.* 


With 


*  It  maybe  expelled,  that,  as  this  is  a  fundamental 
principle,  I  fhould  endeavour  to  eftablifh  it  by  a  proof 
from  fdS.s. 

But  to  enter  into  fuch  a  detail-as  would  be  neceflary 
for  this  purpofe,  cannot  certainly  be  a  pleafmg  employ- 
ment to  an  academical  man. 

And  as  what  I  relu6tantly  inferted,  relative  to  this 
fubjedl,  in  a  former  publication,  (fee  p.  262 — 277*)  has 
never  been  controverted,  I  will  fpare  myfelf  the  difagree* 
able  recital. 

UpoB  the  prefentoccafion,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  friends  of  the  univerfity  have  frequently 
lamented  the  prevalence  of  the  evil  I  allude  to,  viz.  an 
almoft  univerfal  inattention  to  every  fpecies  of  ufeful 
literature,  accom.panied  with  an  increafing  fpirit  of  dif-^ 
fipation  and  extravagance,  in  all  the  orders  of  our  youth. 

And,  that  there  appears  to  be  a  very  general  convidlion 
in  the  nation,  that  thefe  diforders,  whether  they  derive 
themfelves  from  a  relaxed  ftate  of  difcipline,  or  the  ex- 
cefles  of  parental  indulgence,  require  the  introdudlion 
of  an  inftitution,  more  adapted  to  the  prefent  exigencies, 
than  any  hitherto  eftablifhed  in  either  univerfity, 
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With  a  view  of  effevfling    this    delirabic 
purpofe,  it  is  propofed, 

I.  That  a  public  examination  of  fuch 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  as  have 
been  admitted  fmce  the  friday,  next  after 
the  commencement  1774,  or  fhall  be  ad- 
mitted before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after 
the  commencement  1775,  be  held  in  the 
fenate-houfe,  at  fome  time,  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  in  the  year  1776. 

II.  That  a  public  examination  of  fuch 
penlioners  and  fizars,  as  have  been  admitted 
iince  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1774,  or  fhall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1775,  be  held  in  the  fenate-houfe,  at 
fome  time,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  in  the 
year  1776. 

III.  That  thefe  examinations  be  united, 
fo  as  to  conftitute  one  examination  of  all  the 
ftudents  admitted  as  above. 

IV.  That  this  examination  be  held  upon 
the  third  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefdayin 
November  1776,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after- 
noons of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

V.  That  each  perfon    attending  this  ex- 

amination 
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amlnation  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek 
ciafiics,  and  the  elements  of  geometry  and 
algebra. 

VI.  That,  at  this  examination,  the  ex- 
aminers hereafter  to  be  appointed  declare, 
in  a  writing  to  be  deuvered  to  the  vice- 
chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then  ex- 
amined, appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
bed  fcholars,  not  diftinguifhing  more  than 
a  third  part,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  dlf- 
tinguiilied  according  to  their  refpedive  order 
of  merit ;  and  that  fuch  declaration  be  pub- 
liflied  by  the  fenior  prodlor  to  the  fenate,  at 
the  next  following  congregation,  and  copies 
thereof  fent  by  him  to  each  college. 

VIL  That  each  nobleman  and  fellov/- 
commoner,  admitted  as  above,  be  fubjecfted 
to  one  other  public  examination,  and  that 
fuch  examination  be  held  upon  the  fourth 
monday,  tuefday  and  wednefday  in  No- 
vember J  777,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  tho 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after- 
noons of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

VIII.  That  each  perfon,  attending  this 
examination,  be  examined  in  Locke's  Elfay  on 
the  human  underilanding  -,  natural  philofo- 
phy  J  and  modern  hiftory. 

Z4  IX. 
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IX.  Th-at  at  this  fecond  examination  of 
tlie  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  in  No- 
vember 1777,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  declare,  in  a  writing  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  vice-chancellor,  which  of  the 
perfons,  then  examined,  appear  upon  the 
whole  to  be  the  bed  fcholars,  not  diftinguifh- 
ing  more  than  a  third  part,  and  placing  the 
perfons  fo  diftinguifhed  according  to  their  re- 
fpedive  order  of  merit;  and  that  fuch  declara- 
tion be  publifhed  by  the  vice-chancellor  to 
thefena'te  at  the  next  following  congregation, 
and  copies  thereof  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  imiverfity,  and  fent  to  each 
college. 

X.  That  perfons  changing  their  order  to 
become  fellow- commoners  be,  in  the  ex- 
aminations, claffed  with  fuch  as  are  of  the 
fame  ftanding  with  themfelves  by  admif- 
fion. 

XI.  That  any  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner admitted  as  above,  and  having  been 
refident,  who  fliall  abfent  himfelf  from  either 
of  the  preceding  examinations,  and  any  pen- 
lioner  and  fizar,  in  the  fame  circumftances, 
who  fhall  abfeut  himfelf  from  the  firfl,  with- 
out 
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out  fufficlent  reafon,  ihall  be  publicly  admo- 
nifhed,  or  fubje^ted  to  fuch  other  academical 
cenfure,  lliort  of  ruftication,  as  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  the  two  prodors,  or  the  vice- 
chancellor  v^nth  one  prodor,  {l:iall  think  the 
cafe  deferves  :  that  a  reafon,  certilied  to  the 
vice-chancellor  by  the  mailer  or  locum-te- 
nens  of  his  college,  and  approved  by  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  vice-chancellor  and  heads 
then  refident,  be  deemed  fufiicient  to  excufe 
any  perfon's  abfence  from  a  whole  examina- 
tion :  and  that  a  reafon,  approved  by  the 
major  part  of  the  feven  examiners,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  be  deemed  fufficient  to  ex- 
cufe any  perfon's  abfence  from  any  part  of 
an  examination. 

XII.  That  a  fimiiar  courfe  be  obferved  in 
the  cafe  of  all  the  academic  youth,  who 
Ihall  be  admitted  in  each  fucceeding  year. 

XIII.  That  feven  examiners,  members  of 
the  fenate,  or  bachelors  of  law  or  phyfic, 
be  annually  appointed  from  the  feveral  col- 
leges, in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of  opponents 
in  divinity:  except  that  Trinity-hall  be  added 
to  King's  college,  and  that  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing 
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f 

pointing   its  own  examiners  ht  left  to  each 
college. 

XIV.  That  King's  college  fhall  appoint 
an  examiner  each  of  the  firil  two  years,  and 
Trinity-hall  the  third  year,  and  fo  always  : 
that  where  three  colleges  are  laid  together 
to  provide  one  examiner,  they  have  the  ap- 
pointment according  to  feniority  of  founda- 
tion :  and  that  the  {even  examiners,  fo  ap- 
pointed, be  prefented  to  the  vice-chancellor, 
on  or  before  the  nth  of  June  every  year. 

XV.  That  at  the  firfl  examination  in  No- 
vember 1776,  all  the  feven  examiners  ex- 
amine fuch  fludents  as  fhall  then  attend  : 
that  at  the  examinations  in  November  1777, 
the  two  fenior  of  the  feven  examine  the 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  of  the 
fenior  year ;  the  other  five,  the  fludents  of 
the  junior  year,  and  fo  always. 

XVI.  That  befides  the  feven  appointed 
examiners,  any  member  of  the  fenate,  or 
bachelor  of  law  or  phyfic,  be  at  liberty  to 
examine. 

XVII.  That  each  of  the  feven  examiners 
receive  a  gratuity  of  ten  guineas,   to  be  paid 
out  of  the  univerfity  chefl :  that  every  noble- 
man 
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man  and  fellow-commoner,  who  fliall  be 
admitted  after  the  12th  of  November  17749 
pay  at  his  admiffion  two  guineas,  and  every 
penfioner  half  a  guinea,  towards  replacing 
in  the  cheft  fuch  funis  as  fliall  be  thence  fo 
ifTued  :  and  that  all  perfons  already  admitted 
and  fubjeded  to  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
aminations, be  charged  with  the  fame  pay- 
ments at  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  quarter, 

XVill.  That  the  monies  fo  charged  at 
the  admiffions  of  noblemen,  fellow-com- 
moners, and  peniioners,  be  accounted  for 
to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays, 
next  before  the  days  of  examination,  by  their 
refpedlive  tutors,  who  fliall,  at  the  fame 
times,  deliver  lifts  of  fuch  of  their  pupils, 
as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of 
their  admiffions.* 

If  the  preceding  plan  were  put  in  execu- 
tion, it  is  humbly  conceived,  that  the  fellow- 
commoners  and  penfioners  may  continue  to 
attend    the    fame   public   ledures;   that   it 

would 

*  [  The  propofitions  which  were  fubmittcd  to  the  fe- 
nate,  Odl.  28,  1774,  were  a  revifed  copy  of  the  fore- 
going, and  are  preferved  under  that  date,  in  the  me-» 
;i;;oirs  of  the  life  of  the  author.  J 
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would  correfpond  with  the  general  courfe, 
given  at  prefent  in  every  college,  during  the 
firft  and  fecond  years  of  refidence  ;  and  that 
it  would  not  materially  interfere  with  the 
fcheme  of  examinations  now  eflabliflied  at 
St.  John's  college.* 

But  in  order  that  the  advantages,  which 
I  apprehend  would  refult  from  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  late  committee's  regulations,  as 
modified  in  the  foregoing  pages*,  may  be 
more  clearly  difcerned,  I  will  fubjoin  fome 
obfervations  in  a  regular  feries,  upon  fuch 
of  the  preceding  propofitions,  as  feem  to  re- 
quire illuftration. 

I.  I  truft  that  there  is  no  occafion  to  begin 

thefe 

*  This  laft  Is  a  circumftance,  which,  without  a  com- 
pliment to  a  gentleman,  who  certainly  merits  none  at 
my  hands,  is  unqueftionably  deferving  of  fome  attention. 
For,  as,  on  the  one  fide,  it  is  not  reafonable  that  the 
univerfity  fhould  decline  embracing  a  meafure,  that  is 
likely  to  be  attended  with  general  advantage,  becaufe  it 
may,  perhaps,  render  lefs  neceflary  Dr.  Powell's  merely 
local  inftitution ;  fo,  on  the  other,  it  Is  but  fair  and 
equitable,  that  the  fcheme  of  literary  difcipline,  adopted 
by  the  univerfity,  fliould  be  conftrudled  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  not  to  run  counter  to  the  doctor's  long  eflablifhed 
particular  courfe,  v/hlch  has  hitherto  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful,  unlcfs  the  moft  evident  necefllty  fhould  fo  re<» 
quire. 


(     349    ) 

lliefe  obfervatlons  with  a  demonftratlon  of 
the  expediency  of  the  propofed  inftitution, 
in  the  cafe  of  youth  of  fuperior  rank  and 
fortune.  I  v/ill  only  add,  to  what  1  have 
already  obferved  in  my  former  publication 
on  this  fubjedt,  that  it  is  not  merely  the  reli- 
dence  of  noble  youth,  which  gives  a  luftre 
to  this  feminary  ;  nor  is  it  the  recolletflion 
of  the  pleafurable  fcenes  they  have  enjoyed 
here,  which  endears  the  remembrance  of  it 
to  them  at  a  future  period.  It  is  only  by  the 
confcioufnefs  that  we  have  contributed  to 
the  forming  of  their  minds  to  a  love  of  virtue 
and  a  love  of  fcience,  that  we  can  be  enabled 
hereafter  to  recognize  our  relation  to  them 
with  real  fentiments  of  fatisfadion.  And  it 
is  the  full  convidion  on  their  part,  that  they 
have  derived  from  us  the  principles  of  found 
morality,  the  rudiments  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
that  can  alone  induce  them  to  regard  us 
with  a  reciprocal  efleem. 

II.  As  the  bachelor's  degree,  on  account 
of  its  diftance  from  the  time  of  admiflion, 
does  not  feem  to  furnilh  a  fufficient  incen- 
tive  to  youthful  emulation,  at  the  feafon 
when  fuch  a  principle  would  be  of  greateft 

ufe, 
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\}{c,  the  inftitutlcn  of  at  leafl  one  examina- 
tion of  the  penfioners  and  fizars,  at  an  earlier 
period,  appears  to  be  an  expedient,  and,  in- 
deed, a  very  neceffary  meafure.  Further 
arguments  in  favour  of  fuch  an  infiitution 
may  be  colleded  from  what  I  have  noticed, 
with  refpedt  to  the  prefent  mode  of  educa- 
tion at  Cambridge,  in  my  **  Remarks"  on 
that  fubjed. 

The  judicious   refolution,  cited  below,* 

will, 

*  Declaration    publifhed   by  the    vice-chancellor. 
May  20,   1774. 

(COPY.) 

"  Whereas  it  appears  to  be  the  general  opinion  of 
thofe,  who  have  of  late  years  examined  the  candidates  for 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  that  fuch  candidates  have 
applied  too  much  to  the  abftrufer  parts  of  mathematics, 
neglecting  the  fiudy  of  natural  philofophy,  and  even  of 
the  elements  of  mathematics  ;  which  opinion  prevailed 
alfo  among  the  fyndics,  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  the 
grace  which  pafled  the  fenate  on  the  i;th  of  February 
laft,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  igth  of  the^r  rei'blutions  : 

*'  The  vice-chancellor  "lakes  the  liberty  of  defiring 
the  tutors  of  every  college  to  communicate  to  their  pu- 
pils the  following  refolution,  which,  he  is  authorifed  to 
fay,  has  been  agreed  upon  by  thofe  pcrfons,  who  are 
likely  to  be  the  proctors  and  moderators  of  the  enfuing 
ytzr» 

*'  That 
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will,  in  all  probability,  produce  the  intended 
f  iFecfl.  It  may  be  the  means  of  fubftituting 
fubftantial  fcience  in  the  place  of  that  vain 
femblance  of  it,  which,  of  late,  has  fo 
much  difgraced  us.  But  as  it  provides  no 
remedy  for  that  early  diflipation,  which  the 
utmoft  diligence  of  the  tutors  hath  hitherto 
been  unable  to  prevent,  the  reafons  for  in- 
troducing a  more  powerful  call  to  attention, 
than  fubfifis  at  prefent,  ftill  remain  in  full 

force.  * 

It 

**  That  unlefs  a  pcrfon  be  found  to  have  a  competent 
knowledge  of  Euclid's  Elements,  and  of  the  plainer 
parts  of  the  four  branches  of  natural  philofophy,  no  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  his  other  mathematical  know- 
ledge. And  that  in  every  branch  of  fcience,  the  cleareft 
and  moft  accurate  knowledge,  rather  than  the  moft  ex- 
tcnfive,  will  be  regarded  as  the  beft  claim  to  academical 
honours." 

*  It  may  be  further  obferved  under  this  head,  that 
although  very  valuable  improvements  in  ufeful  litera- 
ture may  be  expelled  to  flow  from  the  inftitution  in 
queftion  ;  yet  that  the  m.eans  of  attaining  thcfe  very  im- 
provements are  intended  to  be  fubfervient  alfo  to  objedls 
ftill  more  noble  and  important.  Idlenefs  is  the  root  of 
every  evil.  But  the  youth,  whofe  opening  powers  of 
reafon  are  invited  to  unfold  themfelves  by  the  call  of 
emulation,  and  who  is,  for  the  moft  part,  ufefully  em- 
ployed, will,  in  all  probability,  be  temperate,  frugal, 
and  difcreet,  vi'ith  refpedt  to  every  other  part  of  his  de- 
Tiieanour, 
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It  is  alfo  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  arc  apprehenfive  that 
the  intereils  of  mathematics  will  be  afFe3:ed 
by  any  alterations  in  our  Aftem,  whether 
the  application  of  the  peniioner  and  fizar  to 
the  courfe,  prefcribed  for  the  degree  of  ba- 
chelor of  artSj  can  potTibly  be  endangered  by 
an  examination,  intended  to  take  place  above 
two  years  before  the  examination  for  fuch 
degree,  and  of  which  the  elements  of  algebra 
and  Euclid  are  to  form  a  part. 

III.  I  have  already  hinted  to  my  readers, 
that  the  feparation  of  the  noblemen  and 
fellow- commoners  from  the  penfioners  and 
fizars,  in  the  fcheme  of  examinations  pro- 
pofed  by  the  fyndicate,  was  confidered  as  a 
material  and  fundamental  objeciion  agalnft 
the  whole  inflitution. 

It  was  urged  in  favour  of  fuch  feparation, 
that  the  views  and  purfuits  of  the  ftudents 
of  the  higher  orders  being  materially  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  of  inferior  degree,  it  was 
reafonable  that  their  courfe  of  fludy  fliould 
be  alfo  different. 

It  was  further  maintained,  that  many 
fludents  of  fimily  and  fortune  v/ould  bedif- 

couraged 
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couraged  by  the  too  probable  ill  fuccefs  of 
their  labours  ;  inafmuch  as  they  muft  fore- 
fee,  that  in  moil:  inftances  they  would  be 
out-done  by  thofe  perfons.  In  whofe  cafe  the 
call  of  neceiTity  would  be  added  to  the  in- 
centive of  emulation. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  afferted,  that  a 
feparation  of  the  orders,  upon  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  and  a  diftindtlon  of  ftudles,  would  not 
be  ftridly  academical,  and  might  be  efteem- 
ed  invidious  :  that  fome  perfons  were  to 
be  found  in  the  rank  of  penfioners,  fuperlor 
in  point  both  of  family  and  fortune,  to  fe- 
veral  of  the  order  above  them :  that  the 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  having 
more  expended  on  their  education,  come 
generally  better  prepared  in  claffical  know- 
ledge; had  often  an  higher  fenfe  of  honour, 
in  confequence  of  their  fuperior  flatlon  j  and 
that  in  St.  John's  college,  where  they  were 
examined  indifcrlminately  with  the  reft,  no 
inconvenlencies,  but,  on  the  contrary,  great 
advantages,  were  derived  from  fubj eating  all 
orders  to  the  fame  difclpline,  and  from  pro- 
pofing  to  the  emulation  of  all  who  attend 
JI»  A  a  the 
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the  Tame  public  ledures,  the  fame  rewards 
of  fuccefsful  application. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  minute  difcuflion 
of  the  merits  of  this  controverfy.  I  will 
only  beg  leave  to  refer  it  to  the  confideration 
of  my  attentive  reader,  whether,  by  uniting 
all  orders  in  an  examination  at  the  clofe  of 
the  firfl  year,  and  by  fubjedingonly  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  to  a  fecond  ex- 
amination, every  inconvenience,  inlifled  upon 
by  the  partizans  of  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  may  not  be  happily  avoided. 

IV.  The  month  of  November,  1776,  is 
thought  preferable  to  any  other  feafon,  for 
the  firfl  examination  of  the  lludents,  ad- 
mitted as  above ;  becaufe,  at  that  time,  the 
fludents  of  all  denominations  will  have  gone 
through  a  complete  courfe  of  ledlures  with 
the  public  tutors,  in  clafTics,  algebra,  and 
Euclid ;  and  alfo  have  had  fufficient  leifure, 
during  the  fummer  months,  to  review  and 
to  digeft  thofe  ledlures :  the  initiatory  courfe 
in  every  lociety  beginning  in  November,  and 
ending  in  June  follov/ing.  The  time  of  va- 
cation will  alfo  probably  be  (hortened,  in 
confequence  of  this  arrangement,  as  the  ftu- 

dents 
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dents  will  be  difpofed  to  return  earlier  in 
Odober  than-  they  are  wont  to  do  at  prefent, 
in  order  the  better  to  prepare  themfelves  for 
the  enfuing  examination. 

V.  An  examination  in  the  latin  and  greek 
claffics,  although  it  may  afford  to  the  in- 
duftrious  fludent  an  opportunity  of  dlftin- 
guifhing  himfelf  alfo  in  compofition,  and 
in  ancient  hiftory,  will  not  require  fo  great 
a  degree  of  application  as  may  be  at  firft 
fuppofed.  Nor  will  a  preparation  for  it 
preclude  a  proper  meafure  of  improvement, 
in  the  elementary  parts  of  geometry  and  al- 
gebra. 

It  muft  be  confidered,  that,  with  refped 
to  clafTical  knowledge,  the  fludent  comes  to 
the  univerfity  already  prepared.  And  if  this 
fliould  not  univerfally  be  the  cafe,  yet  the 
eilabliihment  of  academical  examinations 
will,  by  a  reflex  adl,  fecure  a  greater  degree 
of  previous  attention  to  this  fpecles  of  lite- 
rature in  each  inferior  feminary.  This  ex- 
amination alfo  will  naturally  be  underftood 
to  be  reftrained  to  fuch  books  as  are  the 
fubjed:  of  college  ledures,  or  moil:  com- 
monly are  read  in  fchools. 

A  a  2  But 
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But  if  It  be  the  prefent  fentlment,  or  ex- 
perience fhould  hereafter  prove,  that  the 
propofition  is  too  indefinite,  particular  books, 
or  portions  of  books,  may  be  fpecified  by 
fubfequent  regulations,  as  circumftancesfliall 
require. 

In  order  more  diftindly  to  perceive  the 
propriety  of  an  examination  in  the  elements 
of  algebra  and  geometry,  it  v^ill  be  neceffary 
to  recollect,  that  the  more  immediate  pur- 
pofe  of  public  examinations  is  to  engage  the 
attention  of  youth  to  the  cuftomary  courfe 
of  college  ledures.  *  This  courfe,  for  the 
firft  year,  confifts  of  Icdures  in  claflics,  in 
arithmetic,  the  fundam.ental  principles  of 

algebra, 

*  I  am  happy  in  finding  myfelf  to  be  of  the  fame 
opinion,  as  to  the  immediate  end  of  public  examina- 
tions, with  the  candid  author  of  a  Propofal,  dated  April 
the  25th,  1774,  which  was  circulated  in  the  univerfity, 
and  infTted  in  many  of  the  public  papers.  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  extraifting  the  following  fentences  from  it, 
r.s  containing  the  beft  illuftration  of  my  own  idea. 
'*  The  chief  inftrudion  which  the  youth  of  the  univer- 
fity receive  is  from  the  ledures  of  the  tutors.  If  the 
public  examinations  can  be  adapted  to  thefe  ledlures, 
they  muft  have  a  conftant  daily  influence  upon  the 
hearers,  and  make  them  more  attentive  to  every  thing 
they  are  taught." 
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algebra,  the  elements  of  Euclid,  and,  in 
fome  fev/  focieties,  Duncan's  logic.  If  it  is 
improper  that  our  academical  youth,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  more  elevated  profne<fls, 
fhould  be  examined  in  fuch  fubje<5ts,  ledures 
upon  them  are  alfo  improper.  But  no  per- 
fon,  who  refleds  how  much  the  judgment 
and  invention  are  affifted  by  a  temperate  ex- 
ercife  of  the  rational  powers  in  mathemati- 
cal purfuits,  and  in  how  (hort  a  time,  with 
proper  application,  a  competency  of  this 
fpecies  of  knowledge  may  be  obtained,  will 
be  tempted  to  wiili  the  minuteft  alteration 
in  our  initiatory  courfe. 

VI.  Much  has  been  urged,  in  converfa- 
tion,  by  the  opponents  of  the  projeded 
meafures,  to  evince,  that  the  paiT-n  of  emu- 
lation, becaufe  fometimes  found,  in  parti- 
cular circumftances,  to  be  produdlive  of 
envy,  ought  not  to  be  encouraged  in  tlie 
breafts  of  youth.  And  it  has  been  con- 
tended, that  no  improvement  in  literature  is 
likely  to  be  attended  with  beneficial  fruits 
in  focial  life,  unlefs  fuch  improvement  be 
the  refult  of  a  full  convi(5tion  of  its  utility. 

In  reply  to  fuch  objections  I  would  ob- 
A  a  3  ferve^ 
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ferve,  that  our  prefent  fubjed  of  debate  is 
not  concerning  the  beft  mode  of  educating 
youth,  or  the  beft  motives  to  improvement 
in  fcience,  but  concerning  the  beft  means  of 
obviating  inconveniencies,  that  arife  from  a 
form  of  education  already  eftabliflied,  and 
fiill  likely  to  prevail.  Other  modes  of  edu- 
cation have  their  peculiar  advantages,  which 
I  by  no  means  call  in  queftion.  But  in  a 
fituation,  circumftanced  as  Cambridge,  where 
faftiion  and  example,  united  with  every  other 
temptation  to  each  ruinous  and  illiberal  in- 
dulgence, exert  an  unremitted  influence,  in 
oppofition  to  the  calls  of  duty,  and  dictates 
of  right  reafon,  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the  numbers, 
annually  admitted  there,  condu6t  themfelves 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fatisfy  the  reafon- 
able  expectations  of  their  friends,  without 
having  found  themfelves  adluated,  in  fome 
one  period  of  their  refidence,  by  the  gene- 
rous glow  of  an  emulative  fpirit.  A  very 
neceffary  caution  is,  however,  to  be  obferved 
in  this  cafe  -,  and  the  fyndics  have,  in  fad:, 
attended  to  it,  with  their  ufual  judgment. 
They  have  propofed  fuch  incitements  as  will 

roufe 


C    359    ) 

roufe  the  fplrit  of  induftry  in  the  youth  of 
courage  and  ability,  without  depreffing  the 
minds  of  thofe,  who,  with  parts  lefs  bril- 
liant, or  inferior  refolution,  may  dill  be 
ufeful  and  valuable  members  of  fociety. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  it  may  be  con- 
tended, that  as  each  ^ludent  vv-i i  afterwards 
have  an  opportunity  of  appearing  with  ho- 
nour; viz.  the  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner in  the  following  November;  the  pen- 
fioner  and  lizar  at  the  time  of  the  bachelors 
degree;  and  as  the  names  of  thofe,  who  have 
acquitted  themfelves  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
their  examiners,  will  generally  be  known  in 
the  univeriity  ;  the  diflindtions,  propofed  in 
the  article  immediately  under  our  conlide- 
ration,  are  not  fo  necellary  as  in  the  fub- 
fequent  examination  of  the  noblemen  and 
fellow-commoners  in  November  Ljyj.  1£ 
this  iliould  prove  to  be  the  general  fenti- 
ment,  many  objecftions,  that  have  been  urged 
againft  the  joining  of  all  orders  of  youth  in 
the  fame  examination,  would  immediately 
dlfappear. 

But,  for  my  own  part,  I  mufb  confefs,  I 
fee  no  objedion  to  the  eftablilhment  of  this 

A  a  4  article 


(360) 

article  in  its  prefent  form.  If,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  fome,  its  expediency  fhould  appear 
queftionable,  let  fuch  recollcvft,  that  the 
fame  power,  which  eftabliflies,  can  alfo  a- 
brogate  or  amend,  as  experience,  the  grand 
corredtrefs  of  human  projedls,  fi:all  appear 
to  didate. 

YIL  A  fecond  examination  of  the  pen- 
iioners  and  fizars,  whofe  minds  at  this  time 
will  begui  to  be  agitated  by  the  nearer  pro- 
'fped:  of  their  degree,  is  certainly  not  fo  ef- 
fential  as  a  fecond  examination  of  the  noble- 
men and  fellow- commoners  5  who,  as  it 
was  before  obferved,  generally  leave  us  after 
a  little  more  than  two  years  refidence.  And 
yet,  I  muft  own,  that  I  by  no  means  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  objedtion,  frequently 
urged  againft  fuch  examination,  viz.  that  a 
preparation  for  it  would  interfere  with  their 
preparation  for  the  public  fchools;  in  which 
they  wdll  be  called  upon  to  appear  as  dif- 
putants  in  the  enfuing  January.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  general  opinion  at  Cambridge  is 
unfavourable  to  the  inftitution  of  more  than 
one  examination  for  the  penlioners  and  fi- 
zars; 
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zars;  and,  therefore,  more  than  one  Is  not 
propofed. 

VIII.  daffies  are  not  propofed  as  the  fub- 
je6l  matter  of  this  examination,  becaufe  they 
are  not  contained  in  the  courfe  of  college 
ledures  for  the  fecond  year.  Locke's  ElTay 
on  the  human  underftanding,  if  I  am  not 
deceived,  forms  a  part  o  this  courfe  in  all 
our  focieties.  And  moft  unqueftionably  with 
great  propriety ;  as  it  contains  the  principles 
of  the  foundeft  logic,  of  the  mod:  rational 
metaphyfics,  and  of  the  beft  morality.  The 
fludy  of  natural  philofophy  is  not  only  pleaf- 
ing,  but  is  pregnant  alfo  with  innumerable 
advantages.  The  mod  popular  parts  are 
chiefly  infifled  upon  in  the  public  ledures, 
i.  e.  thofe  parts  which  are  mod  eafy  of  com- 
prehenlion,  and  bear  the  mod  intimate  con- 
nexion with  the  exigencies  and  elegancies  of 
fecial  life.  The  noblemen  and  felJow-com- 
moners  hear  ledurcs  upon  its  four  branches, 
together  with  the  fludents  of  the  iriferior 
orders ;  and,  therefore,  a  proficiency,  propor- 
tionable to  the  degree  of  attention,  which 
is  allowed  to  it  in  the  ledlures  of  the  fecond 
year,  may  with  reafon  be  expeded. 

It 
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It  niufl  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
courfe  of  ftudv,  traced  out  in  thispropofition, 
as  well  as  the  f)  ftem  of  which  it  is  a  part, 
is  capable  of  improvements .  Proper  amend- 
ments may  hereafter  be  fuggefled ;  and  will 
certainly  be  admitted  with  greater  eafe,  if, 
previoully  recommended  by  the  example  of 
private  focieties,  they  be  gradually  introduced 
into  the  general  plan.  But  the  foundation 
mufi:  firft  be  laid  in  corrreded  manners, 
and  regularly  formed  habits  of  attention. 
The  fecuring  of  thofe  important  points, 
which  I  truft  the  eftablifliment  of  the  pro- 
jected inilitution  would  enable  us  to  accom- 
plifli,  is  a  preliminary  ftep,  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  in  our  progrefs  towards  perfection . 

It  is  prefumed  that  the  infertion  of  mo- 
dern hiftory,  the  only  part  of  the  propofed 
courfe,  which  is  not  provided  for  in  the  lec- 
tures of  each  fociety,  will  not  appear  liable 
toanyjuft  exceptions.  An  opportunity  of 
information,  deferving  of  the  moft  fedulous 
attention,  is  now  very  generally  afforded  to 
the  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner,  in 
confequence  of  the  late  inftitution  of  pub- 
lic lectures  on  this  interefling  fubjeCt. 

IX.  The 
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IX.  The  Incitements  to  literary  induilry, 
contained  in  this  propofition,  appear  to  be 
very  judicioufly  fuited  to  the  cafe  in  quef- 
tion.  Were  they  to  be  adopted  by  our  aca- 
demical fenate,  Cambridge  would  foon  be 
rendered,  by  the  fuperiority  of  her  generous 
difcipllne,  the  favoured  refort  of  noble  youth, 
and  thus  become  a  feminary,  to  which  the 
nation  might  hereafter  own  itfelf  indebted 
for  the  mofl  illuftrious  examples  of  public 
virtue. 

A  book  has  lately  been  formed  by  the  re- 
giflrary  of  the  univerfity,  for  the  purpofe 
of  inferting  the  names  of  thofe  ftudents, 
who  have  obtained,  or  fhall  hereafter  obtain 
the  medals  and  prizes,  given  by  the  chan- 
cellor and  univerfity  members  ;  or  fliall  be 
Otherwife  diftinguilhed  for  improvements 
in  literature.  It  might  not  be  improper  to 
tranfcribe  the  honourable  teftimony,  recom- 
mended by  the  fyndicate  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  into  this  book. 

I  would  further  obferve,  with  refpedt  to 
the  article  under  confideraticn,  that  our 
"  alma  mater"  has  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
^hat  her  prefent  chancellor  would  not  be  in- 
attentive 


.  (  364  ) 

attentive  to  thefe  authentic  memorials  of 
the  literary  merit  of  her  fens.  If  other  evi- 
dences were  wanting  of  anaf  e^lionate  regard, 
his  grace's  very  explicit,  and  truly  honour- 
able approbation  of  the  regulations  propofed 
by  the  late  committee,  is  fu-fficient  to  con- 
vince us,  that  he  is  fincerely  difpofed  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  every  meafure,  which  we 
iliall  judge  conducive  to  the  improvement 
of  the  noble  and  ingenuous  youth,  intrufted 
to  our  care,  in  habits  of  virtue  and  induf- 
trious  application. 

XI.  The  fan(flion,  contained  in  the  tenth 
article. of  the  regulations,  propofed  by  the 
late  fyndicate,  was  much  objeded  to  on  ac- 
count of  its  feverity.  And  fome  doubts 
were  ralfed  concerning  the  power  of  the  uni- 
verfity  to  enforce  its  execution. 

Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  this 
latter  controverfy,  I  fliall  only  obferve,  that 
if  fan^tions  lefs  fevere  will  fecure  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  fludent,  they  ought  certainly  to 
be  adopted  in  preference  to  thofe  of  a  more 
rigorous  kind;  and  that  the  moft  lenient 
meafures  fliould  always  firft  be  tried.  As 
parents  and  guardians  may  naturally  be  ex- 

pe<5led 
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pe6led  to  add  their  influence  to  the  authority 
of  the  tutors  and  the  heads  of  houfes,  it  ap- 
pears very  improbable,  that  there  fliould 
be  occalion  for  the  inflidion  of  any  acade- 
mical cenfures  whatfoever,  at  the  fird  efla- 
blifhment  of  the  propofed  inftitution ;  and 
ftill  more  improbable,  that  there  fhould  be 
a  neceflity  for  them  at  any  future  period. 

It  alfo  deferves  to  be  confidered,  whether 
the  apprehenfions  of  youth  are  not  much 
more  likely  to  be  alarmed,  and  their  cheer- 
ful compliance  with  the  propofed  regula- 
tions confequently  impeded,  when  they  per- 
ceive that  an  inftitution,  introduced  for  the 
purpofe  of  calling  forth  the  free  exercife  of 
their  emulative  powers,  alTumcs  a  gloomy, 
melancholy  air,  the  unavoidable  confequence 
of  its  being  guarded  by  fo  fevere  a  penalty 
as  expulfion. 

XIII.  XIV".  The  mode  of  appointing  the 
examiners,  recommended  in  thele  articles, 
was  fo  intirely  approved  by  the  univerfity, 
that  it  would  be  highly  prefumptuous  in  me 
to  propofe  the  flighted  amendment.  The 
time  of  prefentation  to  the  vice-chancellor 
is  indeed  unavoidably  altered,  on  account  of 

the 
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the  propofed  alteration  in  the  time  of  the 
examinations. 

The  more  attentively  the  fubjed:  is  con- 
lidered,  the  more  clearly,  I  am  perfuaded,  it 
will  appear,  that  academical  knowledge 
would,  in  various  ways  and  meafures,  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  propofed  inftitution.  The 
degree  of  credit,  that  would  necelTarily  be 
annexed  to  the  office  of  an  examiner,  might 
be  the  means  of  inviting  many  of  the  refi- 
dent  bachelors  of  arts,  who  are  approaching 
to  the  ran!:  of  regent  mailers,  to  a  ftill  more 
animated  degree  of  attention  to  each  branch 
of  ufeful   literature. 

XV.  This  method  of  dividing  the  num- 
ber of  the  examiners  is  intended  to  have  re- 
fped  to  the  number  of  the  fludents.  It  is 
fuppofed,  that  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  are  ad- 
mitted each  year,  and  about  an  hundred  or 
more  of  the  inferior  orders.  If  the  former 
are  always  examined  feparately  from  the 
reft,  there  mufl  alfo  be  a  further  divifion  of 
thofe  examiners,  who  are  affigned  to  the 
junior  year.  But  this  may  be  eafily  fettled 
among  the  examiners  themfelves. 

XVI.  The 
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XVI.  The  plan  of  the  examination,  a- 
dopted  in  the  refolutions  of  the  late  fyndi- 
cate,  is  the  fame  with  that  which  is  purfued 
fo  fuccefsfully  at  the  time  of  the  bachelor's 
degree,  and  is  at  large  defcribed  in  my  for- 
mer publication. 

It  has,  however,  frequently  been  urged 
as  anobjedion  to  the  regulations  in  queflion, 
that  all  young  men  are  not  equally  qualified 
to  ftand  the  terrors  of  a  public  examination: 
and,  confequently,  that  modefl  merit  will 
often  remain  unrewarded. 

I  am  not  furprifed  that  perfons,  who  are 
ftrangers  to  our  method  of  conducting  pub- 
lic examinations,  fhould  think  that  there  is 
fome  force  in  this  objedion.  But  it  is  in- 
conceivable that  it  fhould  ever  ferioufly  be 
urged  by  any  gentleman,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  folemn  trials  of  the  ftudents,  every 
half  year  at  St.  John's  college,  and,  every 
quarter,  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin. 

In  the  former  of  thefe  feminaries,  the 
queftions  are  propofed,  and  the  anfwers 
given,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  focietyj 
in  the  latter,  in  the  hearing  of  the  divifion, 

which 
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which  confifts  fometimes  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  perfons.  Whereas  in  the  exa- 
mination for  the  bachelors  degree,  which  is 
propofed  as  the  model  of  the  new  exami- 
nations, being  indeed  the  only  pra6licable 
model,  feldom  more  than  fix  are  examined 
together  at  the  moderator's  tables ;  which 
tables  ftand  at  a  diflance  from  each  other, 
and  are  intirely  withdrawn  from  public  ob- 
fervation.  The  examination  by  the  other 
members  of  the  fenate  is  ftill  more  private, 
the  examiner  and  the  ftudent  always  retir- 
ing to  a  place  by  themfelves. 

To  all  who  {hall  attentively  inquire  into 
the  nature  and  circumftances  of  this  cele- 
brated examination,  its  conftitution  will 
appear  mod  admirable;  whether  we  con- 
lider  the  inducements  it  affords  to  diligence 
in  the  examining  parties,  the  guards  it  op- 
pofes  to  partiality,  or  the  means  it  provides 
for  eliciting  the  mofl  latent  merit  of  the 
ftudent.  It  is  moreover  conducted  with 
lingular  humanity  in  every  cafe  that  requires 
it.  Infomuch,  that  I  believe  fcarcely  a 
fmgle  inflance  can  be  produced  of  a  perfon, 

who 
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who  failed  In  obtaining  the  degree  of  credit 
he  deferved,  through  diffidence  of  his  r.bili- 
ties ;  while  many  occur,  every  year,  of  thofe, 
who  having  failed  in  the  public  difputations, 
where  effrontery  is  more  fuccefsful,  have 
afterwards  in  the  fenate-houfe,  by  the  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage,  been  inverted  with  thofe  ac- 
cumulated honours,  which  real  abilities, 
united  with  their  moft  amiable  attendant, 
modefty,   fojuftly  demand. 

XVII.  XVIII.  Thefe  proportions  are 
tranfcribed  from  the  refolutions  of  the  fyndi- 
cate,  altered  only  with  refped  to  dates.  It 
will  be  fufficient  to  obferve  that,  at  the  time 
of  their  publication,  they  were  very  gene- 
rally approved. 


Havino;  now  exhibited  that  form  of  lite- 
rary  difcipline,  which,  upon  the  maturefl:  re- 
fledlion,  appears  mod  pradicable  in  our  pre- 
fent  circumilances ;  having  alfo  endeavoured 
to  eftablifli  the  propriety  of  each  particular 
meafure  by  fuch  arguments,  as  to  my  appre- 
henfion  are  conclufive,  I  have  only  further 
to  add  at  prefent,  that,  in  compliance  with 
II.  B  b  the 
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the  delire  of  many  judicious  and  refpeclable 
friends,  I  intend  to  offer  the  preceding  pro- 
pofitions,  in    feparate  graces,    to  our  acade- 
mical fenate,  upon  fome  day  near  the  clofe 
of  the  enfuing  October :  trufting,    that  the 
fame  generofity  and  candour,  which  I  have 
hitherto  experienced,  in  fuch  abundant  mea- 
fure,  from  the  numerous  patrons  of  the  pro- 
pofedinftitution,  will  continue  to  attend  my 
well  intentioned  efforts  to  promote  the  in- 
terefts  of  virtue,  and  advance    the  caufe   of 
ufeful  learning. 

July  37,  1774. 
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FIRST    PUBLISHED    MDCCLXXV. 


*'  An  englifn  citizen,  or,  if  you  will,  fcnator,  (for 
this  is  the  ftation  to  which  our  greater  citizens  do,  and 
our  befl  fnould  afpire)  can  never  acquit  himfelf  of  the 
duties  he  owes  his  country,  under  this  character,  but  by 
furnifliing  himfeJf  with  all  thofe  qualities  of  ihe  head 
and  heart,  which  his  fupcrior  rank  and  pretenfions  de- 
mand," Bp.  Hard's  Moral  and  political  dialogues, 
vol.  iii.  p.  69. 

"  To- think  juftly,  to  write  well,  to  fpeak  agreeably, 
are  the  three  great  cads  of  academic  inftruclion.     Ths 
univerfities  will  excufe  me,  if  I  obferve,  thr.t  both  are,  in 
one  refpedl  or  other,   dcfsdlive  in  thefe   three  capital 
points  of  education.     While  In  Cambridge  the  general 
application  is  turned  altogether  on   fpcculative  know- 
ledge, with  little  regard  to  polite  letters,  tafte,  or  flyle : 
in  Oxford,  the  whole  attention  is  directed  towards  claf- 
fical  corredlnefs,  without  any  found  foundation  laid  in 
fevere  reafoning  and  philofophy  :  in  Cambridge  and  in 
Oxford,  the  art  of  fpeaking  agreeably  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing taught,  that  it  is  hardly  talked  or  thought  of.  Thefe 
defeiis  naturally  produce  dry  unafFediing  compofitions 
in  the  one  j   fuperficial  tafte  and  puerile  elegance  in  the 
other;   ungracious  or  afi-e£ltd   fpeech  in  both."     Dr. 
Brown's  Eftimate  of  the  manners  and  principles  of  the 
times,  vol.  ii.  p.  68. 


AN     ADDRESS,     &c. 

I  AGAIN  fubmit,  with  all  deference  and 
refpedt,  the  following  plan  of  public  exa- 
minations to  the  coniideration  of  the  fenate 
of  Cambridge ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  de- 
clare my  intention  of  propoiing  it  to  the 
fuiTrages  of  that  alTembly,  upon  fome  day 
near  the  clofe  of  the  enfuing  February. 

As  the  propofitions,  which  form  this  plan, 
will  be  offered  in  diftincfl  graces,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  a  difference  of  opinion,  con- 
cerning the  particular  mode  of  execution, 
will  not  obilrudl  the  eftablifliment  of  thofe, 
which  comprehend  the  merits  of  the  main 
queftion.  If  the  introdudion  of  public  ex- 
aminations ihould  be  efteemed  a  neceffary 
meafure,  and  yet  the  means  now  propofed 
appear  exceptionable,  means,  better  adapted 
to  the  circumflances  of  the  univerfity,  may 
become  the  fubject-m.atter  of  fubfequent  de- 
liberation. I  fliall  only  obferve,  that  the 
meafures  here  iubjoined  are,  in  every  mate- 
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rial  refpec^,  the  fame  with  thofe,  which 
were  fuggefled  by  the  committee,  appointed 
by  a  grace  of  the  fenate  on  the  17th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1774.* 

I  have  alfo   re-printed   fuch  preliminary 
**  poftulata,"  as  appear  to  point  out  the  ne- 

ceffity 

*  The  following  confideratlons  may  perhaps  appear 
worthy  of  fome  attention. 

1.  The  gentlemen  who  compofcd  the  above  com- 
mittee, were  perfons  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  charadter 

■and  ftation  in  the  univerfity.  They  formed  a  fair  and 
equal  reprefentative  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  public  tu- 
tors, and  profeflbrs.  The  whole  number  confifted  of 
twenty-one,  ^of  whom  feventeen  have,  upon  various  oc- 
cafions,  declared  themfelves  ftrenuoufly  in  favour  of  the 
propofed  meafures. 

2.  The  fcheme  of  annual  examinations,  which  was 
the  refult  of  their  labours,  received  the  honourable  tefti- 
mony  of  the  chancellor  in  its  favour.  And  it  is  well 
known,  that  many  of  our  prelates  have  exprefled  their 
wifhes,  that  it  might  be  carried  into  effectual  execution. 

3.  It  has  frequently  been  intimated,  that  the  public 
tutors  have  declared  themfelves  as  difinclined  to  adopt 
the  plan  of  examinations,  induced  by  an  apprehenfion, 
that  the  education  of  youth  would  thereby  be  trans- 
ferred to  improper  perfons.  On  tiie  contrary,  it  is  a 
fact,  that  a  very  confiderable  majority  of  the  public  tu- 
tors are  known  to  approve  the  projefted  inftitution. 

This  obje(51:ion,  which  never  appeared  to  me  as  of  any 
weight,  is,  however,  I  truft,  fufficiently  obviated,  by 
the  alteration  introduced  into  the  fifteenth  propofition. 
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ceffity  of  fome  alteration  in  our  literary 
courfe. 

The  mode  of  tranfading  bufinefs  in  our 
legillative  affembly,  which,  unfortunately, 
is  not  of  the  deliberative  kind,  each  com- 
ponent part  being  generally  underftood  to  be 
pofTelTed  only  of  a  negative  voice,  too  fre- 
quently prevents  the  proper  difcuffion  of 
many  of  thofe  important  queftions,  vvhich 
are  propofed  to  its  luilTages  s  and  is,  more- 
over, attended  with  various  other  inconve- 
niencies. 

A  grace,  for  inflance,  is  drawn  up  and 
offered  to  the  caout :   it  is   iud2:ed   deficient 

1         -'  Jo 

in  point  of  form,  or  in  fome  other  refpedt 
ohjed:ionable ;  and  is  confequently  rejedled. 
An  event,  againlt  which  there  is  no  fecurity, 
as  the  perfons  who  compofe  this  council,  of 
whom  each  poffeiTes  a  negative,  are  not 
efleemed  to  be  under  any  obligation  to  alTign 
the  particular  reafon  of  their  condudl. 

In  the  period  between  the  pail:ng  of  a 
grace  in  the  caput,  and  the  time  of  voting 
it  in  the  non- regent  and  the  regent  houfes, 
the  minuted-  amendment  is  abfoiutely  inad- 
mifhble.      Objedions  are  ilarted   in   the  in- 

E  b  4  terval. 
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terval,  which,  upon  a  little  refledion,  might 
be  obviated,  or,  by  a  flight  alteration  in 
fome  uneffential  circumftances,  totally  re- 
moved i  the  main  queftion  is,  however,  loft, 
for  want  of  fuch  amendment ;  and  cuiliom 
hath  decreed,  that  it  cannot  again  be  offered 
in  that  term. 

After  infinite  labour,  the  various  objec- 
tions are  colleded,  obviated,  or  proper 
amendments  inferted  in  the  grace.  New 
objedions  are,  however,  flarted  on  the  day 
of  trial,  and  the  queftion  is  again  rejedled. 
After  a  certain  number  of  fuch  rejedions, 
the  friends  of  the  meafure,  thus  difcouraged 
by  repeated  failures,  no  longer  exert  them- 
felves  with  vigour  in  its  fapport. 

How  far  thefe  obftrudtions  have  operated 
in  the  prefent  inflance,  the  hiilcry  of  the 
whole  procedure  may  one  day  evince. 

The  preceding  obfervations  evidence  the 
propriety  of  fubmitting  every  quellion  of 
Importance  to  public  difcufTion  before  the 
time  of  its  propofal  to  the  fenate. 

I  am  alfo  fatisfied,  that  every  fair  oppo- 
nent ought  to  efleem  it  a  point  of  honour, 
to  offer  his  objections  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 

to 
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to  afford  an  opportunity  of  reply.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  I  judge  it  mofl  agreeable  to  order, 
as  well  as  moft  refpedful,  to  give  this  pre- 
vious intimation  of  my  defign  ;  and  w^ith  the 
utmoft  fmcerity  of  purpofe,  I  now  declare 
my  willingnefs  to  adopt  fuch  alterations  in 
the  form,  or  fubjed:- matter,  of  every  propo- 
rtion, as,  upon  inquiry  or  fuggeftion,  I 
{hall  difcover  to  be  agreeable  to  the  general 
voice. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  refpedl- 
able  majority  of  the  refident  members  of  the 
univeriity  are  favourably  inclined  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  public  examinations;  aijd  that 
this  is  more  particularly  the  cafe,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the 
regent  houfe;  upon  whofe  abilities,  inte- 
grity, and  fpirit,  the  execution  of  the  plan 
mufl  in  principal  meafure  depend. 

I  have  the  pieafure  to  refleS:,  that,  through- 
out the  whole  courfe  of  my  attempt  to  in- 
troduce the  inftitution  in  queftion,  I  have 
made  a  fair  and  open  appeal  to  the  informed 
underflandings  of  my  readers.  In  every  ma- 
terial inftance,  I  have  given  my  name  to  the 
public,  as  efleeming  myfelf  refponfible  for 

the 
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the  truth  of  thofe  fadts,  upon  which  I  have 
refled  the  propriety  of  the  propofed  mea- 
fures.  I  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  infift, 
that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  maintain,  that 
the  introdudion  of  annual  examinations  is 
"  unnecefTary,  inexpedient,  impradicable,  or 
likely  to  be  attended  with  ruinous  confe- 
quences,"  be  equally  explicit;  that  they 
ilate  their  opinions  with  precifion,  and  f up- 
port  them  by  argument ;  that,  as  the  con- 
tended neceffity  for  the  introdudion  of  fome 
improvement  into  our  courfe  has  been  found- 
ed upon  alledged  imperfedtions  in  our  dif- 
cipline,  they,  in  their  vindication  of  our  pre- 
fent  forms,  efpeciaily  attend  to  the  effentials 
of  the  charge  ;  that  they  be  equally  circum- 
flantial  in  their  reprefentations,  and  authen- 
ticate their  alTertions  in  the  fame  manner.  I 
may  venture,  without  prefumption,  to  af- 
fure  them,  that  they  will  find  in  me  an  ad- 
verfary,  who  will  confider  their  portions 
with  candour,  and  treat  their  perfons  with 
refpedt. 


PRELIxMINARY 


{     379    ) 

PRELIMINARY    POSTULATA. 

I.  That  the  higher  orders  of  our  youth, 
confifting  of  ftudents,  many  of  whom  may 
be  hereafter  called  to  bear  the  mofl  impor- 
tant offices  in  the  ftate,  do  not  appear  to  be 
fufficiently  guarded,  at  prefent,  againft  the 
numerous  temptations,  to  which  perfons  of 
fortune  are  peculiarly  expofed  ;  and  alfo  are 
deftitute  of  thofe  incentives  to  literary  appli- 
cation, which,  in;  the  cafe  of  ftudents  of  in- 
ferior rank,  have  hitherto  been  attended  vvitli 
many  beneficial  effeds.* 

II.  That  the  application  of  the  penfioners 
and  fizars  to  the  fiudy  of  the  mathematics  and 
natural  philofophy,  (eminence  in  which  is 
now  underflood  to  conftitute  the  fairell,  if 
not  the  fole,  claim  to  honorary  diftindions, 
at  the  time  of  admifiion  to  the  bachelor's 
degree,)   is  ufually  deferred  to  the  lafi  year 

of 

*  Noblemen,  and  many  other  perfons  under  that  de- 
fcription  in  the  univerfity,  are  entitled  to  the  degree  of 
mafter  of  art-s  at  two  years  ftandlng.  No  examination 
whatever,  whether  philofophical  or  clafllcal,  is  required 
as  a  preliminary  flep  to  this  degree. 
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of  refidence ;  and  that  the  tv/o  firil  are  ge- 
nerally abandoned  to  idlenefs  and  dlffipa- 
tion. 

III.  That  it  appears  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  expenles  of  all  orders  of  youth  in 
this  place  would  be  dlminiflied,  and  the 
probability  of  efcaping  the  dangers,  to 
which  they  are  at  prefent  expofed,  be  in- 
creafed,  by  the  diffufion  of  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
emulation,  as  would  effect  a  fteady  and  uni- 
form application  to  thofe  ftudies,  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  univerfi ty,  acting  in  concur- 
rence  with  the  domeftic  difcipline  of  each 
fociety,  jfhould  approve. 

IV.  That  if,  in  particular,  the  attention  of 
the  noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  were 
thus  invited  to  a  courfe  of  ftudy,  adapted  to 
their  rank  and  expedlations,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  the  number  of  admiflions  in  thofe 
orders  would  be  more  increafed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  opportunities  of  improvement, 
refulting  from  fuch  a  regulation,  than  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  apprehenfions  of  the  rigour  of 

our  difcipline.* 

V.  That 

*  The  fubjoined  plan,   though    in  various  refpeifls 
unavoidably  defedive,  may  however  ferve  as  a  perma- 
nent 
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V.  That  the  diffipation,  which  generally 
prevails  among  the  higher  orders  of  our 
youth,  who  are  liberally  provided  with  the 
means  of  indulging  themfelves  in  every  im- 
proper gratification,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  are  recalled  from  the  purfuit  of  them 
by  no  incitement  of  emulation,  nor  fcarcely 
by  any  other  lefs  generous  method  of  re- 
flraint,  muft  exert  a  baneful  influence  upon 
the  manners  of  thofe  fludents,  whofe  future 
fortunes  depend  upon  their  own  induftrious 
application. 

VI.  That  the  propofal  of  honorary  diftlnc- 
tions,  as  incitements  to  the  ftudy  of  clafiical 
learning,  during  the  firfl  years  of  reiidence, 
if  adopted  alfo  in  the  cafe  of  the  penfioners 
ai.i  fizars,  would  be  attended  with  a  bene- 
ficial influence  upon  every  inferior  feminary 
in  the  kingdom :  at  the  fame  time  that  an 

early 

nent  bafis  for  future  improvements.  Its  proper  end  and 
aim  is  to  fecure  the  attention  of  young  men  of  all  ranks 
and  orders  to  the  lectures  of  their  tutors,  by  the  infti- 
tution  of  public  examinations,  accommodated  to  thofe 
ie(fi:ures,  and,  therefore,  open  to  the  admiinon  of  fuch 
alterations,  with  refpedl:  to  their  fubjed  matte%  as  ex- 
pedience may  hereafter  didate. 


(     382     ) 

early  experiment  of  the  abilities  and  literary 
accomplifliments  of  youth,  would  probably 
induce  many,  who  are  polTeiTed  of  lefs  con- 
firmed habits  of  attention,  feafonably  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  a  place,  where 
they,  at  prefent,  expend  the  means  of  their 
future  fubfiftence,  without  the  remoteft  pro- 
bability of  improvement. 

If  the  preceding  poftulata  appear  to  be 
founded  in  reafon  and  truth,  it  is  prefumed, 
that  an  happy  concurrence  of  fentiment  may 
be  expeded  in  favour  of  an  inllitution,  pro- 
je6ted  for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  virtue, 
and  enfuring  the  literary  improvement,  of 
thcfe  iiluurious  and  ingenuous  youth,  who 
are  intrufled  to  our  care,  and  with  whofe 
fuccefs,  in  future  life,  our  own  eflimation 
with  the  public  muft,  confequently,  always 
bear  an  intimate  connexion. 

A  copy  of  the  propositions,  which  will 
be  fubmitted,  in  regular  fuccefilon,  to  the 
faffrages  of  the  fenate,  in  the  enfuing 
February. 

I.  A  public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men and  fellow- commoners,  as  have  been 

admitted 
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admitted  Tince  the  friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1775,  or  fhall  be  admitted 
before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1776,  fliall  be  held  in  the 
fenate-houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  I777» 
hereafter  to  be  appointed. 

"  Placeat  vobis  ut  ordinatio  modo  le^la, 
veftra  audoritate  rata,  vim  ftatuti  obtineat, 
et  in  libris  procancellarii  et  procuratorum 
infra  quindecim  dies  infcribatur.* 

II.  A  public  examination  of  fuch  pen- 
fioners  and  fizars,  as  have  been  admitted 
fince  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1775,  or  (hall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
iTiQnt  1776,  fliali  be  held  in  the  fenate- 
houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1777,  here- 
after to  be  appointed ;  ■  faving  to  King's  col- 
lege its  ufual  privileges. 

III.  The  examinations,  propofed  in  the 
two  foregoing  regulations,  fliall  be  united, 
fo  as  to  conflitute  one  examination  of  all  the 

ftudents, 

*  Each  of  the  propofitions  that  follow,  at  the  time  of 
its  prefentment  to  the  fenate,  will  be  exhibited  written 
on  a  feparate  paper,  with  the  fame  latin  formulary  fub- 

joincd. 


(  384  ) 

iludents,  admitted  within  the  periods  therein 
fpeciiied. 

IV.  The  examination,  propofcd  in  the 
preceding  ordinance,  fhall  be  held  upon  the 
third  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefday,  in 
November  1777,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after- 
noons of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

V.  Each  perfon,  attending  the  examina- 
tion in  I777>  fliall  be  examined  in  the  latin 
and  greek  dailies,  and  in  the  elements  of 
geometry,  and  algebra. 

VI.  At  the  clofe  of  the  examination  in 
1777,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed (or  the  majority  of  them)  ihall  de- 
clare, in  a  writing  to  be  delivered  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then 
examined,  appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
beft  fcholars,  not  diilinguifhing  more  than 
a  third  part,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  di- 
fbinguiihed  according  to  their  refpedive  order 
of  merit;  copies  alfo  of  fuch  declaration 
ihall  be  fent  to  each  college. 

VII.  Each  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner, admitted  within  the  period  fpecified 
in  the  firft  ordinance,  fliall  be  fubjecfted  to 

one 
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one  other  public  examination  in  the  fenate- 
Jioufe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1778,  here- 
after to  be  appointed. 

VIII.  The  fecond  examination  of  the  no- 
blemen and  f;:^llow- commoners,  admitted  as 
fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance,  (hnU  be  held 
upon  the  fourth  monday,  tuefday,  and  wed- 
nefday  in  November  1778,  from  nine  to 
twelve  in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to 
five  in  the  afternoons  of  the  monday  and 
tuefday. 

IX.  Each  nobleman  andfellow-commoner, 
admitted  as  fpeciiied  in  the  firfl  ordinance, 
Ihall,  at  his  fecond  examination  in  1778,  be 
examined  in  Locke's  Eilliy  on  the  human, 
underftanding;  natural  philofophy^  and  mo- 
dern hiftory. 

X.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  examina^ 
tion  of  the  noblen^.en  and  fellow-ccmmoners, 
admitted  as  before  fpecified,  the  three  exa- 
miners hereafter  to  be  appointed,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  fliali  declare,  in  a  writing 
to  be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  which 
of  the  perfons,  then  examined,  appear  upon, 
the  whole  to  be  the  beft  fcholars,  not  di~ 
illngulfhing  more   than  a  third  part,    and 

ij.  C  c  placing" 
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placing  the  perfons  fo  diftinguiQied  accord- 
ing to  their  refpeitive  order  of  merit :  fuch 
declaration  fhall  be  publiflied  by  the  vice- 
chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the  next  follow- 
ing congregation,  and  copies  thereof  tranf- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verlity,  and  fent  to  each  college. 

XI.  Perfons  changing  their  order  to  be- 
come fellow-commoners  fhall,  in  the  exa- 
minations, be  claffed  with  fuch,  as  are  of 
the  fame  (landing  with  themfelves  by  ad- 
miflion. 

XII.  Any  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner, admitted  as  before  fpecified,  and 
having  been  refident,  who  fhall  abfent  him- 
felf  from  either  of  the  preceding  examina- 
tions, without  fufficient  reafon,  fhall  be 
publicly  admonifhed,  or  fubjedted  to  fuch 
other  academical  cenfure,  fliort  of  ruftica- 
tion,  as  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  two 
pro(flors,  or  the  vice-chancellor  v/ith  one 
proctor,  fhall  think  the  cafe  deferves.  A 
reafon,  certified  to  the  vice-chancellor  by 
the  mafler  or  locum- tenens  of  his  college, 
and  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  heads  then  refident,  fliall  be 

deemed 
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deemed  fufficlent  to  excufe  any  perfon's  ab- 
fence  from  a  whole  examination.  And  a 
reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the 
examiners,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  (hall 
be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe  any  perfon's 
abfence  from  any  part  of  an  examination. 

XIII.  The  fandion,  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  attendance  of  noblemen 
and  fellow-commoners,  and  the  relief  ad- 
mitted under  it,  (liall  be  extended  to  the 
cafe  of  penfioners  and  fizars,  admitted  as 
above,  who  ihall  abfent  themfelves  from 
the  examinations  in  the  year  1777. 

XIV.  In  all  future  years  after  1777,  there 
fliall  be  a  public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men, fellow-commoners,  penfioners,  and 
fizars,  as  fhall  then  be  of  equal  landing 
with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined  in  1777, 
and  the  fubjeds  and  time  fliall  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  directed  for  1777.  There  fliall 
alfo  be  in  every  year,  fubfequent  to  the  year 
1778,  a  public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men and  feilow-commoners  as  fhall  then  be 
of  equal  ftanding  with  thofe  intended  to  be 
examined  in  1778,  and  the  fubjeds  and 
time  fiiall  be  the  fame  with  thofe  diredted 

C  c  2  fo? 
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for  1778.  And  in  both  the  above  exami- 
nationSj  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed, fliall  mak^  the  fame  honorary  di- 
ftindions  as  in  the  years  1777,  and  1778, 
and  attendance  fhall  be  fecured  by  the  fame 
fandlons. 

XV.  Seven  examiners,  members  of  the 
fenate,  fliall  be  annually  appointed  from  the 
feveral  colleges,  in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of 
opponents  in  divinity :  except  only  that 
Trinity-hall  (hall  add  an  examiner  every 
fifth  year;  and  that  thefe  examiners  fliall 
either  be  the  public  tutors  of  each  college, 
or  appointee  by  them,  in  conjund:ion  with 
the  mafler.  No  appointment  Oiall  be  valid, 
except  the  mafter,  and  one  tutor,  at  lei;!!, 
concur  in  the  nomination. 

XVI.  Where  three  colleges  are  laid  to- 
gether to  provide  one  examiner,  th:y  fhall 
have  the  appointment  according  to  feniority 
of  foundation.  And  the  examiners,  ap- 
pointed according  to  this  and  the  preceding 
ordinance,  (hall  be  prefentcd  to  the  vice- 
chancellor,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  of 
June  every  year. 

XVII.  At  the  fLid  examination  in  Novem- 

ber 
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ber  i777>  all  the  examiners  (liall  examine 
fuch  Itudents  as  iliall  then  attend.  At  the 
examinations  in  November  1778,  the  three 
lenior  of  the  examiners  lliall  examine  the 
noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  oi  the 
fenior  year  ;  the  other  four  or  five,  the  flu- 
dents  of  the  junior  year,  and  fo.  always. 

XVIII.  Befides  the  appointed  examiners, 
every  member  of  the  fenate  fliall  be  at  li- 
berty to  examine. 

XIX.  Each  of  the  examiners  {hall  receive 
a  gratuity  of  ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  univerfity  cheft.  Every  nobleman  and 
fellow-commoner,  who  fliall  be  admitted 
after  the  date  of  this  grace,  ihall  pay,  at 
his  admiffion,  two  guineas,  and  every  pen- 
fioner  half  a  guinea,  toward?  replacing  in 
.the  chefl:  fuch  fums  as  iliall  be  thence  fo 
ilTued.  And  all  perfons  already  admitted, 
and  fubjeded  to  the  above-mentioned  exa- 
minations, ihall  be  charged  v/ith  the  fame 
payments  at  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  quarter. 

XX.  The  monies  charged  at  the  admif- 
iions  of  noblemen,  fellow- commoners,  and 
penfioners,  fliall  be  accounted  for  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays  next  be- 
fore the  days  of  examination,  by  their  re- 

C  c  3  Ipedtive 
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Tpec^ive  tutors,  who  fhall,  at  the  fame  time, 
deliver  lifts  of  fuch  of  their  pupils,  as  are  to 
be  examined,  with  the  dates  of  their  ad- 
miffions. 

N.  B.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  pro- 
pofitions  are  purpofely  fo  worded,  as  to  fuit 
with  the  firft  orduiance,  in  cafe  the  fecond 
and  third  {hould  be  rejedled. 

Cambridge,  Dec.  20,  1775. 
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TO   PERCIVALL    POTT,    ESQ^    F.R.S. 

SENIOR    SURGEON    OF 

ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

s  I  R, 

At  an  early  period  of  my  medical  fludies, 
you  pointed  out  the  path  to  fubftantial 
fcience;  and  your  fubfequent  inftrudlions 
gratified  that  defire  of  knowledge,  which 
your  exhortations  had  excited  :  favours  en- 
hanced by  the  manner  of  conferring  them. 
Permit  me  to  teilify  my  fenfe  of  obligation, 
by  infcribing  the  following  pages  to  your 
refpedted  name.     I  remain 

your  obedient  and 

obliged  fervant, 

JOHN    JEBB. 

Sept.  7,  1782. 
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SELECT     CASES,     &c. 

Mr.  Pott,  in  his  trads  upon  the  paralyfis 
of  the  lower  extremities,  having  defcribed 
the  fymptoms  of  th;.t  diforder,  together 
with  the  appearances  upon  dilTedion,  with 
his  ufual  perfpicuity  and  precifion ;  having 
alfo  recommended  a  mode  of  treatment,  of 
which  experience  hath  very  fully  demon- 
flrated  the  fuccefs  ;  it  may  perhaps  appear 
an  a<5t  of  unjuftiiiable  prefumption  to  folicit 
the  further  attention  of  the  public  to  a  fub- 
jecl,  commented  upon  by  his  mafterly  pen, 
and,  therefore,  it  may  be  urged,  already  ex- 
haufted. 

Every  perfon,  who,  with  a  proper  degree 
of  attention,  perufes  the  publications  of  that 
able  writer,  mufh  obferve,  that  the  doc'lirint  s 
advanced  in  his  treatifes  upon  the  i^^  uries 
of  the  head,  the  hydrocele,  and  ruptures, 
although  they  are  laid  down  with  a  degree 
of  clearnefs  and  accuracy,  of  which  we  have 
but  few  examples,  receive  con liderable  light 
from  the  cafes   he  has  fubjoined.     In    the 

medical 
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medical  art,  general  proportions  are  rendered 
more  intelligible  by  a  reprefentr.tion  of  the 
particular  inliances  frcm  which  they  were 
deduced.  The  doLTLiines  advariced  areiiii- 
prefled  more  forcibly  on  the  underftanding, 
while  the  circumfcance?  of  the  cafe  not  un- 
frequently  fuggeft  refie(flions,  that  gratify 
the  activity  of  our  minds,  and  enable  us  to 
form  dedudions  for  ourfelves. 

It   has   frequently  occurred   to   me,  that 
much  lioht  and   information   mi<-:;ht  be   de- 
rived  to  fludents  in  medicine,  were  the  phy- 
fi clans   of  our  hofpitais    more  generally  to 
imitate  the  manner  purfued  in  tbe  infirmary 
of  Edinburgh.     Were  they  to  point  out  to 
their  pupils  fuch  particul.ir  cafes,  as  feemed 
moil  likely  to   afford  opportunities  of  im- 
provement :  were  they  to  encourage  them  to 
meet  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their  inqui- 
ries into  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  medicines,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
complaint    to    its  fatal  termination,  or    its 
cure :  were  they,  laftly,   from   the    \tarious 
accounts  of  the  ftudents,  and  their  own  ob- 
fervations,  to  draw  up  regular  and  well-di- 
gefled  hiftories  of  fuch  cafesj  as  might   ap- 
pear 
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pear  moil  deferving  of  attention,  and  infert 
them,  properly  authenticated,  in  the  books 
of  the  hofpital,  fuch  hiftories  and  details 
would  be  attended  with   public    as  well  as 


private  advantage ;  they  would  be  analogous 


to  the  reports  and  year-books  of  our  lawyers  ; 
to  the  recorded  obfervations  of  the  appear- 
ances in  the  heavens;  and  might  be  reforted 
to  as  authorities,  and  as  evidences  of  na- 
ture's powers,  and  of  nature's  laws. 

Inftances  frequently  occur  in  hofpitals, 
where,  without  oifence  and  without  difficul- 
ty, inquiries  might  be  made  into  the  original 
caufes  and  feat  of  the  diforder,  by  an  exami- 
nation of  the  appearances  in  the  body  after 
death.  This  is  at  prefent  fometimes  per- 
mitted, under  proper  reflridions ;  but  the 
mode  of  condu(5ling  fuch  inquiry  admits  of 
conliderable  improvement :  the  inveftigation 
fhould  be  more  minute,  and  inftituted  under 
the  immediate  infpeition  of  the  attendant 
phyfician,  affifted  by  a  perfon  accuftomed 
to  morbid  diiTe£tions,  and  a  proficient  in 
the  anatomical  art.  The  appearances,  fub- 
mitted  to  the  view  of  ail  the  fludents,  and 
accurately  reported,  ihould  be  properly  au- 
thenticated. 
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thenticated,  and  inferred  in  the  oppoiite  page 
to  the  hiftory  of  the  fymptoms  and  the  mode 
of  treatment :  a  form  of  procedure,  which 
would  conduce  more,  than  poffibly  may 
occur  upon  the  firfl  refledion,  to  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  the  art  of  medicine  upon  a  fo- 
lid,  becaufe  truly  philofophical,  founda- 
tion. * 

The  cafes  now  offered  to  the  public,  are 
not  propofed,  in  any  refpecft,  as  models  of 
the  plan  I  would  recommend;  they  are 
tranfcribed  from  note-books,  wherein  the 
fymptoms  and.  appearances  were  fet  down 
without  any  further  view  than  my  own  pri- 
vate 

'^  I  would  add,  that  if  an  accurate  regifter  were  kept 
of  fome  of  the  capital  operations,  fuch  as  lithotomy,  the 
application  of  the  trephine,  the  operations  for  the  bubo- 
nocele, the  cataract,  &c.  many  fubftantial  advantages 
would  be  derived  to  the  medical  and  chirurgical  art. 
The  frequency  of  thefe  operations  in  hofpitals,  the 
mafterly  manner  in  which  they  are  generally  performed, 
and  the  detail  of  well-authenticated  circumftances  which 
might,  with  fo  much  facility,  be  included  in  the  report, 
would  enable  us  to  form  a  nearer  approximation  to  cer- 
tainty, with  jcfpedl  to  the  comparative  merit  of  dif- 
ferent operations,  and  the  general  refult  of  the  diforder, 
than  could  pollibly  be  expefted  from  the  obfervations  of 
unconnected  individuals,  however  great  their  abilities, 
however  extenfive  their  practice. 
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vate  refled;ioii  and  improvement.  Neither 
have  I  the  prefumption  to  imagine,  that  it 
is  in  my  power  to  fuggeft  any  new  ideas 
upon  the  prefent  fubjed:.  However,  as  the 
cafes  fubjoined  were  taken  with  fideUty  and 
care,  as  fome  of  them  were  under  the  imme- 
diate management  of  Mr.  Pott,  when  he 
compofed  his  treatifes,  the  relation  of  them 
may  poffibly  tend  to  confirm  his  theory,  and 
explain  the  reafons  of  his  pradice. 

In  conformity  to  the  principles  upon 
which  the  inimitable  nofologyof  Dr.  Cullen 
is  founded,  I  will,  in  the  hiflory  of  thefe 
cafes,  confine  myfelf  folely  to  evident  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  patient's  narrative;  being 
fully  fatisfied,  that  to  defcribe  diforders  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  in  which  they  really 
evidence  themfelves  to  the  fenfes,  with  a 
careful  attention  to  the  patient's  feelings,  is 
the  moft  likely  method  of  acquiring  both  a 
knowledge  of  their  caufes  and  of  their  cure. 

CASE         I. 

T.  C.  aged  thirty-two,  originally  of  an 
healthy  conftitution,  was  admitted  a  patient 
in  St.  Bartholomew's  hcfpital  in  November 

1777. 
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1777-  -^^^  fometimes  complained  of  a  pain, 
but  generally  of  a  numbnefs,  at  the  margin 
of  the  thorax,  under  the  cartilages  of  the 
ninth  and  tenth  ribs  of  the  left-fide,  with  a 
cough,  fpitting,  and  fliortened  refpiration, 
when  he  lay  on  that  fide  ;  the  fpinal  procefs 
of  the  feventh  or  eighth  dorfal  vertebra  was 
confiderably  protuberant ;  his  belly  was  pro- 
minent and  flaccid,  with  a  numbnefs  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and 
great  debility  of  the  mufculi  obliqui  and 
tranfverfales,  whenever  he  voluntarily  at- 
tempted to  contradl  them ;  a  fenfation  of 
chillnefs  prevailed  in  his  knees,  with  a  v/ant 
of  feeling  in  the  fore  part  of  his  legs,  and 
an  inability  of  drav/Ing  them  up  in  bed. 

To  thefe  fymptoms  were  added  twitch- 
ings  in  the  flexors  of  his  le^s,  and  numbnefs 
of  the  feet,  a  jarring  fenfation  in  the  tendo 
Achillis  of  one  foot,  and  tranfient  pains  in 
both,  which,  with  the  chillnefs,  proceeded, 
as  he  conceived,  and  repeatedly  declared, 
not  from  the  protuberant  part  of  the  fpine, 
but  the  lumbar  vertebra  immediately  above 
the  OS  facrum. 

The  (^uicknefs  of  thepulfe,  the  florid  ap- 
pearance 
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pcarance  of  his  countenance,  and  Hate  of  re- 
fpiration,  ftrongly  fuggefled  the  idea  of  hec- 
tic fever  prevailing  in  the  fyfleni. 

Thefe  affedions,  with  a  numbnefs  of  the 
fphiniter  ani,  coftivenefs,  and  a  want  of 
confcioufnefs  when  his  faeces  were  ejeded, 
completed  the  catalogue  of  his  complaints. 

Upon  repeated  inquiries,  he  confiantly 
declared,  that  he  did  not  recolle^ft  any  ftrain, 
or  other  accident,  to  which  he  could  afcribe 
his  prefent  fufferings. 

It  appeared  that  it  was  nearly  three  years 
fince  his  diforder  commenced.  His  firfl 
complaint  was  a  rheumatic  affedlion  in  the 
fide,  which  was  cured  by  gum  guaiacum. 
About  this  period  he  imagined  he  got  cold, 
a  pain  and  Ibrenefs  in  the  fmall  of  his  back 
fucceeding  to  that  complaint,  and  a  fenfeof 
inward  weaknefs  in  his  bread.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  exafperated  by  a  cough ;  numb- 
nefs of  the  abdomen  followed  next  in  order, 
with  a  gradual  accefiion  of  the  other  fymp- 
toms,  until  he  v/as  connned  to  his  bed. 

Before  the  application  of  the  caufcics  he 
made  trial  of  the  ccld-bath,  mercurial  fric- 
tions,   tinftura  facra,    volatile  liniment,    a 
II.  D  d  ilrengthening 
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ilrengthening  plainer  to  the  loins,  and  the 
fcrew-chalr,  without  any  good  effevft  what- 
ever. The  cold-  bath  and  fcrew-chair  were 
evidently  hurtful. 

The  cauftics  being  applied,  according  to 
Mr.  Pott's  diredions,  on  each  fide  of  the 
protuberance,  foon  produced  a  fenfible  ef- 
fect; the  twitchings  in  his  thighs  and  legs 
were  increafed,  and  in  fome  degree  fcnfation 
and  voluntary  motion  were  reftored  in  his 
feet;  but  the  advances  to  a  perfed  cure 
were  not  very  rapid  during  the  firft  fix 
months. 

He  next  recovered  the  power  of  expelling 
flatus  per  anum  :  during  this  period  the  cur- 
vature appeared  to  diminish  :  the  numbnefs 
in  his  infteps  remained  for  many  months  ; 
but,  at  length,  all  his  complaints  wore  off, 
his  former  flate  of  health  returned,  and  he 
mtirelj  recovered  his  former  vigour, 

CASE         11. 

R.  B.  aged  tv/enty-one,  was  admitted 
into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in  June, 
1778.  A  protuberance  being  obferved  in 
the  fpine,  the  cauftics  were  applied  in  the 

courfe 
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courfe  of  the  following  month.  At  that 
tim^,  he  lay  totally  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
his  lower  extremities,  which  were  rigid, 
and  almofl  intircly  infenfible,  an  imperfed: 
feeling  remaining  only  in  the  plants  pedum 
and  the  knees.  Tranfitory  twitchings  and 
tremblings  prevailed  at  times,  with  general 
rigors,  as  in  the  cold  fit  of  an  aguei  his 
fsces  came  away  without  his  knowledge,  his 
urine  flowed  wdthout  his  confent,  a  violent 
pain  in  his  bowels  preceding  its  evacuation. 
He  v/as  alfo  affeded  with  num.bnefs  below 
the  navel.  He  complained  at  times  of  a 
pain  in  his  fide,  with  fpitting,  and  a  confront 
uneaiinefs  under  the  flernum. 

His  flrength  at  this  time  was  much 
wafted,  in  confequence  of  two  large  fores 
on  his  hips  of  more  than  eight  inches  dia- 
meter, accompanied  v^^ith  exfoliations  of  the 
great  trochanters.  A  fymptom  fomewhat 
fmgular  w^as  obfervcd  in  his  cafe.  For  about 
a  month  before  the  date  of  his  adminion,  he 
was  atfed:ed  with  a  convulfive  motion  in  the 
fecond  finger  of  one  of  his  hands. 

From  his  account  of  the  orio-in  and  uro- 
grcfs  of  the  diforder,  Icolleded  as  follows  : 

D  d  z  About 
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About  two  years  before  his  admifliort  Info 
the  hofpital,  he  fell  from  a  hay-loft  j  his 
loins  received  the  force  of  the  fall ;  he  re- 
covered himfelf  in  a  few  minutes,  and  for 
three  months  felt  no  kind  of  complaint. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  period  he  began  to  be 
fenlible  of  a  pain  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  dor- 
fal  vertebra,  the  fpinal  procefs  of  which  be- 
came foon  after  protuberant ;  the  pain  was 
apparently  of  the  rheumatic  kind,  being 
worfe  when  he  was  warm  in  bed,  and  recur- 
ring after  having  catched  cold.  At  this 
time  he  alfo  found  his  ability  in  railing 
heavy  bodies  diminifhed,  and  his  powers  of 
motion  impeded. 

In  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  accident, 
his  pain  increafmg,  in  confequence,  as  he 
thought,  of  a  cold,  he  applied  to  a  furgeon 
for  advice,  who  ordered  an  embrocation  for 
his  back.  In  a  few  days  afterwards  he  felt 
a  pain  defcending  from  the  protuberant  ver- 
tebra, in  the  courfe  of  the  fpine,  and  of  the 
ifchiatic  and  the  crural  nerves,  affeding  the 
thigh,  the  ham,  and  the  gaftrocncmii  muf- 
cles  to  his  heel.  This  pain  foon  vaniflied, 
and  never  afterwards  returned  j  the  weaknefs 

and 
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and  the  numbnefs  rapidly  increafed  after 
this  fenfation,  until,  in  the  courfe  of  four 
days,  he  was  reduced  to  the  helplefs  fitua-? 
tjon  in  which  I  found  him. 

He  continued  in  this  weak  ftate  for  many 
months,  his  pulfe  beating  generally  140, 
and,  at  one  time,  180  ftrokes  in  a  minute. 
The  iffues  evidently  produced  fome  eiFed;? 
at  times  there  was  a  tranfient  recurrency  of 
fenfation  in  his  feet ;  but  nature  being  ex- 
haufted  by  the  difcharge  from  his  i::icer.'ced 
hips,  his  general  health  being  alfo  impaired 
from  inward  difeafe,  he  gradually  funk  under 
his  complaint, 

I  much  regretted,  that  an  opportunity  was 
not  allowed  by  his  friends  of  examining  into 
the  fti^te  of  the  parts, 

CASE        III. 

R.  H.  aged  nineteen,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in  December^ 
1777. 

At  the  time  of  his  admiffion  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  mufcles  of  his  thighs, 
and  the  fore  part  of  his  legs,  which  fenlibly 
grew  worfe  at  night.     His  knees  and  ancles 

D  d  3  were 


to 
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were  extremely  feeble.  He  walked  with 
great  difficulty  and  pain,  but  had  never  been 
afFed:ed  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  numb- 
nefs  or  chiilnefs  in  his  lower  extremities, 
during  any  period  of  his  diforder.  He  felt 
a  forenefs  under  the  fhort  ribs  of  both  fides, 
which  was  much  exafperated  by  a  trouble- 
fpme  cough.  '  From  the  parts  thus  afFecfkd, 
lancinating  pains  frequently  proceeded  down 
his  thighs,  which  more  particularly  difirefied 
him  when  he  lay  on  his  belly  :  his  pulfe  was 
tolerably  (Irong,  but  very  irregular.  He  v/as 
alfo  much  emaciated  :  a  white  and  vifcid 
mucus  was  frequently  exped:orated,  parti- 
cularly in  a  morning;  his  general  debility 
continually  increafed. 

The  fpinal  procefs  of  the  ninth  or  tenth 
dorfal  vertebra  was  very  protuberant ;  but 
he  conceived  the  pain  and  weaknefs  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  point  confiderably  below  that 
protuberance. 

Upon  my  examination  into  the  caufe  and 
progrefs  of  his  complaints,  he  informed  me 
that  they  were  the  confequence  of  a  ftrain 
received,  about  a  year  before  his  admiflion, 
from  his  foot  flipping  while  he  VN'as  afcend- 
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ing  a  ladder  with  a  fnck  of  oats :  he  felt  a 
fudden  fliock  affeft  the  part  which  became 
afterwards  protuberant :  he  perceived  no 
immediate  inconvenience,  but  proceeded  in 
his  bufinefs  as  before. 

About  two  months  after  the  accident, 
having  been  expofed  through  the  whole  of 
an  inclement  night  to  the  cold,  he  was 
taken  with  a  iliivering,  and  felt  a  rheumatic 
pain  fuddenly  feize  the  part  firfl  affeded  by 
the  fliock ;  a  fecond  fit  of  ihivering,  with 
pains  at  the  bottom  of  his  belly,  took  place 
within  fix  wxeks  after  the  firft ;  the  protu- 
berance now  became  apparent,  and  gradually 
increafed,  with  debility  and  the  fymptoms 
already  defcribed. 

Within  a  month  after  the  application  of 
the  cauftics,  he  grew  evidently  better :  his 
pains  grew  lefs  troublefome,  his  firength 
gradually  increafed,  until,  at  the  clofe  of 
about  feven  months,  he  was  dlfmlfTed,  per* 
fedly  free  from  all  complaint. 

CASE         IV. 

R.  S.  aged  ten  years.  He  received  a 
blow  on  the  pit  of  the  fcomach,  about  twelve 

D  d  4  months 
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montlis  before  the  application  of  the  cauftics. 
He  fell  in  confequence  of  the  ftroke,  but  re- 
covered himfelf  in  a  few  minutes,  and  felt 
no  inconvenience  for  feme  days. 

About  a  week  after  the  accident,  he  began 
to  be  fenfible  of  weaknefs  in  his  limbs :  at 
the  clofe  of  the  follovv'ing  fortnight,  the 
fpinal  procefs  of  the  fecond  dorfal  vertebra 
became  a  little  protuberant;  and  in  three 
weeks  more,  his  complaints  had  increafed 
with  fo  much  rapidity,  that  the  ufe  of  his 
lower  extremities  was  intircly  lofl:,  and  all 
fenfation  in  them  totally  extincfl :  they  were 
alfo  rigid,  the  feet  being  pointed  down- 
wards, as  if  the  gaftrocnemii  mufcles  were 
in  a  ftate  of  fpafm.  He  had  been  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Pitcairn  for  above  nine  months, 
who  attended  to  his  cafe  with  lingular  hu- 
manity ;  but  having  pi'efcribed  various  me- 
dicines and  applications,  without  the  wifhed- 
for  fuccefs,  at  length  he  recommended  him 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Pott.  V/iien  the  cauftics 
were  ordered,  the  difeafe  occupied  five  or 
fix  of  the  vertebras  of  the  back,  which  was 
bent  into  an  uniform  curve :  the  patient's 
chin  rciled  on  his  breaft  |  and  the  appear- 
ance 
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ance  was  fo  unpromifing,  that  Mr.  Pott  dc-» 
clared,  he  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  the 
cauilics,  merely  becaufe  he  would  leave  no^ 
thing  undone  in  a  cafe  fo  truly  deplorable, 
but  that  he  fcarcely  could  exped:  any  ad^ 
vantage  from  their  ufe. 

In  about  a  month  from  the  time  of  ap- 
plication of  the  cauflics,  he  acquired  the 
power  of  moving  the  great  toe  of  one  of  his 
feet ;  he  was  exhorted  to  attempt  the  motion 
of  the  other,  by  exerting  repeated  a6ls  of 
volition,  which  in  a  little  time  he  alfo  ac- 
compliflied.  I  was  particularly  attentive 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  for  many  months. 
The  pointed  poiition  of  his  feet  long  re- 
mained. Hov/ever,  without  the  ufe  of  any 
medicine,  the  power  of  motion  of  the  ancle- 
joint  was  at  length  regained.  The  curva- 
ture of  his  back  gradually  decreafed  ;  and  at 
the  clofe  of  about  ten  months  from  the  time 
of  applying  the  cauftics,  having  recovered 
the  intire  ufe  and  vigour  of  his  limbs,  he 
was  difcharged  in  perfect  health. 

CASE      V. 

J.  R.  admitted  a  patient  in    St.    Bartho- 
lomew's 
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lomew's  hofpital,  in  May,  1779^  He  in- 
formed me,  that  for  four  years  before  this 
period,  his  left  fide  was  hurt,  in  confequence 
of  a  fall  from  an  horfe  :  that  he  was  not 
blooded  immediately  upon  the  accident  -,  but 
feeling  a  pain  there  three  months  afterwards, 
he  then  was  blooded,  and  the  pain  thereby 
for  a  time  intirely  removed. 

In  about  half  a  year  the  pain  returned. 
A  blifter  was  then  applied  to  the  affeded 
part.  Upon  wafhing  his  feet  with  cold 
water,  he  perceived  the  pain  flrike  to  his 
loins,  in  which  place  he  continued  con- 
flantly  to  feel  it  to  the  day  of  his  admiffion. 
A  wcaknefs  commenced  in  his  limbs  about 
three  years  after  the  date  of  the'  accident, 
for  which  he  took  various  remedies,  with- 
out effect  :  this  weaknefs  terminated  at 
length  in  the  intire  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  his 
lower  extremities.  He  went  to  Bath  -,  and 
after  a  flay  of  feveral  months,  returned, 
without  having  received  any  benefit  what- 
ever from  the  waters. 

Sufjiecfling  the  caufe  of  his  complaint, 
from  his  hiilory  and  apparent  fymptoms,  I 
examined  the  fpine  previously  to,  his  admif- 

fion 
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lion,  and  difcovered  a  protuberance  of  thd^ 
fourth  or  fifth  dorfal  vertebra,  which,  be- 
fore that  period,  had  not  been  noticed, 
either  by  himfelf  or  thofe  who  had  attended 
him.  He  had  now  been  troubled  with  a 
cough  for  many  months :  his  flools  were 
involuntary,  his  bladder  was  not  emptied 
without  great  exertions ;  his  legs  were  fre- 
quently drawn  upwards  with  violence,  at 
other  times  agitated  with  convulfive  tre- 
mors ;  he  invariably  conceived  the  caufe  of 
his  diforder  to  be  feated  in  the  loins. 

It  was  fomewhat  lingular  in  this  man's 
cafe,  that  whenever  his  legs  were  violently 
affeded  with  the  fpafms,  he  alfo  felt  an  hyf- 
terical  fenfation  in  his  throat,  a  lump  feem^ 
ing  to  have  arifen  there  which  impeded  de- 
glutition. 

The  cauftics  were  immediately  applied 
upon  each  fide  of  the  protuberant  vertebra. 
He  lay  in  bed  with  wonderful  patience  for 
eighteen  v/eeks,  without  perceiving  the  mi- 
nuteft  alteration  in  the  fymptoms  of  his  com- 
plaint y  Mr.  Pott,  who  paid  remarkable  at- 
tention to  his  cafe,  repeatedly  encourag- 
ing him  to  perfevere.     At  length,  upon  one 

of 


(      i^2       ) 

i  my  villts  to  him,  he  informed  me,  wjth 
flroRg  expre/Tions  of  joy,  that  on  that  day, 
for  the  firil  thne,  he  found  himfelf  able  ro 
move  one  of  his  toes.  This  unexpe<?sd 
alteration  in  his  fymptoms  was  followed  by 
others  equally  pleafing,  until,  in  the  courfe 
of  about  eight  months,  he  in  tirely  recovered  j 
the  difficulty  of  expelling  his  urine  was  the 
lafl:  fy mptom  that  difappeared. 

CASE      vr. 

M.  B.  a  woman,  aged  forty-  feven,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital, 
in  February,   1779. 

She  related,  that  her  complaints  originated 
from  a  ftrain,  received  in  confequencc  of  an- 
extraordinary  exertion  of  flrength,  about 
four  months  before  the  date  of  her  admiffion* 
A  violent  flooding  was  the  immediate  effect. 
To  this  fucceeded  a  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  the 
lower  extremities,  and  a  protuberance  in 
the  fpine.  She  laboured  alfo  under  dif- 
orders  of  the  flomach  and  bowels,  apparently 
independent  of  that,  which  had  produced 
the  curvature,  and  paralytic  aifedions.  For 
this  reafon,  as  well  as  from  fome  doubts len- 
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lertained,  refpecfting  the  afligned  date  of  the 
derangement  in  her  fpine,  I  have  omitted  the 
further  mention  of  particular  fymptoms.  I 
have  feletted  the  cafe,  however,  as  deferving 
of  attention,  on  account  offome  (ingulariti^s 
in  the  appearances  after  death. 

The  cauftics  were  applied,  but  produced 
no  alteration  in  her  fymptoms.  She  gra- 
dually funk  under  her  complicated  com- 
plaints. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  we  dlf- 
covered  many  conglobate  glands,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  pancreas  confiderably  enlarged, 
and  of  a  limilar  coniiftency  to  what  is  ob- 
ferved  in  fcrofulous  fubjeds.  Scrofulous 
tubercles  were  apparent  alfo  on  the  furface 
of  the  liver,  to  which  vifcus  there  was  a  very 
large  fcirrhous  appendage,  that  defcended  as 
low  as  the  crirta  of  the  os  ilium. 

Upon  infpediion  of  the  fpine,  we  dif- 
covered  that  a  griftly  fubdance  of  the  fize 
and  fhape  of  a  turkey's  egg,  and  of  fuperior 
lirmnefs  to  moil  fcirrhi,  formed  the  pro- 
tuberance obferved  before  death.  It  occu- 
pied the  places  of  the  fpinal,  articular,  and 
tranfverfe  precedes  of  three  vertebrae  of  the 

back. 


(     4H     ) 

back,  which  proeeiles,  from  fome  remains 
in  a  corroded  flate,  appeared  to  have  been 
gradually  deftroyed  by  the  enlargement  of 
the  fcirrhus :  the  fpongy  bodies  of  thefe 
vertebra  alone  efcaped.  This  fcirrhous 
mafs  lay  in  contadt  with  the  fpinal  mar- 
row. The  capitula  of  two  or  three  of  the 
ribs  on  each  fide  were  alfo  much  corroded. 
In  fuch  circumftances,  it  will  not  appear 
furprifing  that  the  cauftics  Hiould  have 
failed  in  producing  their  cuftomary  effedls.* 

CASE       vir. 

J.  D.  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital  in  February  1779. 

He  appeared  to  fuffer  much  from  a  fcald- 
ing  of  his  water,  which  inceffantly  dribbled 
from  him.  He  complained  alfo  of  great 
languor  and  debility,  particularly  in  his 
knees  and  back,  and  numbnefs  in  his  feet ; 
a  white  mucous  fediment  appeared  in  his 

urine : 

*  I  beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers,  on  this  occafion,  to 
a  very  inftrudive  cafe,  (in  v/hich  the  paralytic  fymptoms 
evidently  arofe  from  a  fubftance  of  fofter  contexture, 
preffing  upon  the  fpinal  marrov/,)  inferted  in  the  third 
\''olumc  of  "  Medical  obfervations  and  inquiries,"  p. 
160.  &c. 
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urme  :  an  obftinate  coftivenefs,  with  frequent 
tenefmus,  fhortnefs  of  breath,  a  cough,  lofs 
of  appetite,  and  want  of  reft,  accompanied 
thefe  complaints. 

He  related,  that  his  diforder  originated 
from  a  ftrain  which  he  received  from  carry- 
ing an  heavy  load,  about  feven  years  before 
the  time  of  his  application  for  relief.  Upon 
examination  of  the  fpine,  one  of  the  lumbar 
vertebra  appeared  confiderably  protuberant : 
upon  further  inquiry,  two  fillulous  orifices 
were  difcovered  ;  one  in  the  thigh,  the  other 
in  the  groin  of  the  oppofite  fide,  from  which 
pus  was  almoft  conftantly  difcharged.  From 
the  depth  and  direction  of  thefe  fiftula?,  and 
the  patient's  hifi:ory  of  his  diforder,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  the  fource  of  this  dif- 
charge  being  feated  in  the  loins. 

The  cauftfcs  w^ere  applied,  but  he  died  11*1 
a  few  days,  perfed;ly  exhaufted,  before  any 
advantage  could  pofiibly  have  been  derived 
from  their  ufe. 

An  opportunity  was  not  indulged  of  in- 
fpe(5ting  the  parts. 

From  refledling  upon  this  cafe,  and  fome 
others  I  have  met  with  of  a  fimilar  nature, 

I  have 
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I  have  been  led  to  conclude,  that,  in  thofe 
inftances  of  the  diftempered  fpine,  where 
a  protuberance,  evidencing  a  mechanical 
derangement  of  the  parts,  is  conneded 
with  the  paralylis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
the  purulent  matter,  generated  while  the 
caries  is  advancing,  is  prevented  from  efcap- 
ing  downwards  by  the  thick  ligamentous 
fubftance  that  covers  the  corpora  vertebra- 
rum;  and  that  this  fluid,  thus  detained,  af- 
fifls  in  the  further  corrofion  of  thofe  parts. 
Hence  the  fubfequent  inflexion  of  the  fpine, 
and  the  protuberance  accounted  for  in  fo 
fatisfadory  a  manner  by  Mr.  Pott.  In  other 
cafes  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  matter, 
formed  by  ulceration,  either  originates  on 
the  outfid^  of  the  ligamentous  covering  of 
the  fpine,  or  elfe  burfts  from  its  confine- 
ment within  that  aponeurotic  expanfion, 
and  making  its  v/ay  in  the  courfe  of  the 
pfoa?  mufcles,  produces  that  peculiar  form 
of  the  diforder,  to  which  the  name  of  lum- 
bar abfcefs  is  afligned. 

Upon  mentioning  this  idea,  about  two 
years  ago,  to  a  furgeon  of  eminence  in  this 
town,  he  fhewed  me  the  vertebras  of  a  per- 

fon 
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foil  who  had  been  cured  of  a  lumbar  abfcefs, 
and  afterwards  died  of  a  different  complaint. 
Two  or  three  of  the  anterior  procefles  of  the 
lumbar  vertebrae  had  evidently  been  carious ; 
but  an  anchyiofis  had  taken  place,  lamlnss 
of  the  offiiic  matter  uniting  the  vertebrae, 
and  confolidating  them  into  an  inflexible 
mafs.* 

With  refpedl  to  the  treatment  of  lumbar 
abfceffes,  it  may  perhaps  be  impolTible  to 
point  out  any  mode  of  treatment  whatever 
which  fliall  prove  fuccefsful.  It  may  not, 
however,  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  if 
the  abfcefs  be  opened  with  a  knife,  the 
quantity  of  furface  expofed  to  the  air  in- 
duces that  degree  of  hed;ic  fever,  under 
which  the  patient  generally  fmks ;  nature, 
according   to   the  jufc    conception  of  Mr. 

Hunter, 

*  Mr.  Sheldon,  fargeon,  defervedly  celebrated  for  his 
anatomical  abilities,  favoured  me  with  the  fight  of  the 
vertebras  of  a  man,  who  had  laboured  under  two  lumbar 
abfcelTes  at  the  fame  time.  The  bodies  of  the  third  and 
fourth  vertebrae  of  the  loins,  the  fpinal  procefles  of 
which  had  been  very  protuberant  in  the  living  fubjeifl:, 
were  nearly  deftroyed  by  ulceration,  and  the  nerves,  if- 
fuing  through  the  foramina  of  the  fpine,  in  part  obli'- 
terated  by  the  ravages  of  the  difeafe, 

ir.  E  e 


(     4>8     ) 

Hunter,  being  exhaulled  by  her  exertions  in 
attempting  a  cure  of  what  it  tranfcends  hef 
power  to  effe(ft. 

In  fuch  clrciiihf^ances,  would  it  not  be 
feafonable  to  open  an  outlet  for  the  collected 
fluid,  as  foon  as  the  fluduating  tumor  in  the 
groin,  and  other  fymptoms,  fhall  afcertaiil 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  by  means  of  a 
cauftic  applied  to  the  moft  depending  part ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time>  to  form  large  ifiues  on 
each  fide  of  the  fpinal  proceffes  of  the  firft 
or  ieeond  vertebra  of  the  loins?  Thus  might 
the  matter  already  colleded  be  gradually 
evacuated,  without  hazard  of  the  mifchief 
generally  attendant  upon  the  expofure  of  a 
large  internal  furface  to  the  free  admiffion 
of  the  air,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  cure  of 
the  injured  vertebicE  be  promoted  by  the 
eftabliiliment  of  a  nevv^  irritation,  or  drain, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  original  difeafe. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  many  cafes 
occur  not  unlike  to  what  I  have  jufl  de- 
fcribed,  and  others  of  a  nature  apparently 
diflimilar,  in  which  the  timely  application 
of  the  cauftics  would  prevent  the  melan- 
choly train  of  evils,  attributed  frequently,  in 

the 


(    4^9    ) 

the  iifft  (lage,  to  other  caufes,  but,  in  favfl, 
derived  from  a  diftempered  fpine.  A  care- 
ful attention  to  fymptoms  and  diffeftions 
inay  perhaps  hereafter  afford  us  the  means  of 
detecting  the  latent  mifchief  in  its  firft  ac- 
cefs,  and  thus  enable  us  to  prefcribe  a  ra- 
tional and  effedual  mode  of  cure. 

CASE         VIIL 

T.  Rk  was  admitted  into  St,  Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital  in  October,  1778. 

He  complained  of  a  weaknefs  in  his  lower 
extremities,  for  which,  during  a  courfe  of 
ten  weeks,  a  great  variety  of  nervous  medi- 
cines was  prefcribed,  without  effeft.  No 
derangement  during  this  period  was  fufpeded 
in  his  fpine. 

The  diforder  now  rr^pidly  advancing,  his 
cafe  w^as  more  accurately  inquired  into ;  a 
confiderable  degree  of  protuberance  was  dif- 
covered  in  three  of  the  dorfal  vertebrae,  and 
the  cauflics  v/ere  applied.  At  this  time,  the 
ufe  of  the  lower  extremities  was  mtirely  loll;; 
the  diforder  had  proceeded  to  its  final  ftage. 
He  died  within  three  weeks  after  the  nature 
of  his  diforder  was  afccrtained,  and  before  It 
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was  poflible  for  the  cauftics  to  have  produced 
any  fenfible  efFed. 

In  his  narrative  he  declared,  that  he  did 
not  recoiled:  any  flrain,  or  probable  caufe  of 
his  diforder.  The  firil  fymptom  w^as  a 
numbnefs,  which  fuddenly  feized  his  left 
inftep,  affe(5ling  him  with  the  fenfatlon  of 
an  heavy  body  flriking  that  part :  a  weak- 
nefs  followed  in  both  his  knees ;  a  rigidity 
of  the  lower  extremities  enfued,  with  a  total 
infenfibility  of  tbofe  parts.  He  complained 
alfo  of  a  lharp  pain  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
thorax,  proceeding  from  the  afFe(Sled  verte* 
bra.  He  never  loft  the  power  of  excreting 
his  urine  or  his  flools. 

The  following  account  of  the  appear- 
ances after  death  is  drawn  up,  partly  from 
my  own  papers,  partly  from  the  papers  of  a 
gentleman  of  great  medical  abilities,  who 
attended  the  diileftion.* 

The  body  being  placed  with  the  face 
downwards,  a  redangular  portion  of  the 
fpine,  containing  fix  or  fevcn  vertebra,  with 
the  three  that  were  protuberant  in  the  middle, 

were 

*  Pr.  Beerenbrock. 
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were  removed  by  the  faw.    Immediately  im»' 
der  them  was  lodged  about  half  a  pint  of 
fcetid  difcoloured  fluid,  contained  in  a  pouch, 
and  in  contact  with  the  bodies  of  the  ver- 
tebra, which  was  prevented  from   entering 
into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  by  the  aponeu- 
rotic  expanfion   covering   the  fpine.     The 
bodies  of  two  of  the  vertebrse  were  feparated 
from  the  other  proceiies  of  thofe  vertebrae, 
and,    together  with  the  intervening  carti- 
lages,  were  alinofl:  intirely  dillolved  into  a 
liquid  cretaceous  fubflance.     The  vertebris 
immediately   contiguous  had    received  but 
little  injury,  although  their  bodies  were  ex-: 
pofed  to  the  fluid  contained  in  the  pouch  : 
the    aponeurotic    expanflon    confining    the 
fluid  was  much  thickened ;  its  colour  ahnofl: 
black, 

The  medulla  fpinalis  appeared  perfedly 
found.  The  dura  mater,  where  it  lay  ex~ 
pofed  to  the  matter,  was  alfo  black,  but  not 
eroded,  except  that  a  fmall  aperture,  as  if 
made  with  a  lancet,  was  difcerned  on  one. 
fide,  through  which  it  was  fuppofed  the 
fluid  of  the  abfcefs  had  penetrated,  fo  as  to 
prefs  upon  the  fpinal  marrow  itfelf.    A  por- 
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tlon  of  two  or  three  of  the  dorfal  nerves  on 
one  fide,  in  the  place  where  they  ilTue  be- 
tween the  vertebra',  was  totally  deftroyed. 
The  capitula  of  the  cortefponding  ribs  were 
alfo  expofed  and  confiderably  eroded. 

CASE         IX. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1779,  I  at- 
tended a  boy  about  feven  years  of  age,  who 
laboured  under  the  fymptoms  of  obftrudion 
in  the  mefenteric  glands.  His  belly  was 
prominent  and  hard,  his  ftools  were  flimy, 
and  he  was  much  reduced  in  confequence  of 
an  hedic  fever,  attended  with  cough,  lofs  of 
appetite,  and  reftleflhefs.  His  manner  of 
walking  was  aukward  and  irregular ;  and  he 
frequently  complained  of  a  pain  in  the  thigh 
of  the  right  fide,  and  a  violent  itching  in 
the  groin. 

Upon  furveying  the  fpine,  I  obferved  that 
fpecies  of  inflexion  to  which  nofologiils  give 
the  name  of  fcoliofis ;  and  upon  a  fecond 
examination,  fome  weeks  afterwards,  a  flight 
degree  of  protuberance  of  the  tenth  or  ele- 
venth dorfal  yertej^ra  began  to  dif^lofe  it- 
felf, 

J  had 
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I  had  tried  fome  of  the  ordinary  remedies 
prefcribed  in  fcrofulous  cafes,  before  the 
protuberance  was  difcerned,  without  much 
fuccefs.  Upon  the  difcovery  of  this  appear- 
ance, I  earneflly  recommended  the  ufe  of 
the  caufdcs,  according  to  Mr.  Pott's  di- 
redions,  but  my  remonftrances  were  in  vain. 
At  the  end  of  eighteen  months,  I  faw  this 
child  bent  ahnod  double,  the  ufe  of  the 
lower  extremities  utterly  lofl:,  and  with  all 
the  fy mptoms  of  approaching  dilTolution, 
which  took  plape  in  th^  courfe  of  a  few 
days. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
child  might  have  been  laved  by  an  applica- 
tion of  the  cauilics,  immediately  upon  the 
difcovery  of  the  protuberance  in  the  fpine. 

Since  the  time  of  my  attendance  upon  the 
preceding  cafe,  I  have  very  frequently  feen 
children,  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  labouring 
under  limilar  complaints,  which  I  have 
reafon  to  prefume  were  derived  from  the  fame 
fource.  In  fome  the  lumbar  vertebras  were 
evidently  protuberant^  in  others^  a  fmall 
degree  of  protuberance  might  be  obferved  in 
the  lovi^er  vertebra  of  the   back,  attended 
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with  pain  upon  the  flighteft  touch.  In  all 
thefe  cafes,  there  was  a  confiderable  promi- 
nency of  the  belly,  and  other  figns  of  ob- 
flrudion  in  the  glandular  fyilem.  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  one 
of  the  conglobate  glands,  of  which  many 
are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lumbar  ver- 
tebra, may  frequently  be  the  original  feat 
of  the  difeafe,  and  that  from  thence  the  ul- 
ceration is  extended  to  the  vertebra  them- 
felves  ? 

In  other  cafes,  there  is  ground  for  fufpi- 
cion,  that  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra,  or  the 
intervertebral  fubftance,  are  primarily  af- 
fected, the  fame  fcrofulous  difpofition  in- 
ducing this  diftemper,  which  is  known  fo 
frequently  to  affeft  the  acetabulum  of  the 
thigh,  the  joints  of  the  elbow,  and  the  knee, 
with  the  correfponding  ligaments ;  diforders, 
to  which  the  name  of  white  fwelling  is  com- 
monly afligned. 

When  this  diforder  affedis  the  eyes,  or 
fuch  of  the  conglobate  glands  as  evidence 
themfelves  to  the  touch,  the  nature  of  the 
complaint  is  quickly  perceived,  and  iifues  are 
ordered  with  lingular  advantage.  With  equal 
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propriety,  furely,  may  (imilar  drains  be  re- 
commended in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
difeafed  parts,  when  the  joints  are  affeded, 
whether  they  be  the  joints  of  the  extremities, 
or  the  articulations  of  the  fpine. 

The  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
with  a  debility  in  thefundions  of  the  blad- 
der and  the  re(flum,  which  take  place  when 
the  fpine  is  the  feat  of  fcrofula,  are  the 
mere  eifeds  of  the  diforder,  occupying  the 
vicinity  of  large  portions  of  that  fubftance, 
which  is  the  proper  feat  of  fenlibility  and 
voluntary  power ;  and,  therefore,  ought  by 
no  means  to  enter  into  the  definition  of  the 
difeafe.  Not  only  an  erroneous  defcription 
of  a  diforder,  but  even  the  afiigning  of  an 
improper  name  to  a  complaint,  as  Mr.  Pott 
has  repeatedly  obferved,  leads  to  an  improper 
treatment  of  that  diforder  ;  and  thus  the 
art  of  medicine  often  perpetuates  the  evils, 
which  it  is  its  objed:  to  remove.  In  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  mifconception,  I  have  fre- 
quently feen  the  whole  clafs  of  nervous  me- 
dicines employed,  and  the  Bath  waters  pre- 
fcribed,  to  relieve  the  paralyfis  of  the  lower 
cjctremities ,  when,  after   the  caufe  of  the 
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dixbrder  was  dctedled,  it  was  obvious  that 
they  mufl  neceflarily  have  aggravated  the 
diieafe  :  and  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  many  other  diforders,  reputed  ner- 
vous, are  the  effeds  of  complaints  merely- 
local,  and  are  frequently  derived  from  fome 
atFedion^  of  the  vifcera  of  the  abdomen,  for 
which  medicines  of  a  very  different  opera- 
tion (hould  be  prefcribed. 

CASE         X. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  lall  year,  I  was  defired 
to  vifit  a  perfon  who  laboured  under  an  ob- 
ftinate  collivenefs,  and  a  complaint  in  his 
bladder.  Upon  my  arrival  at  his  houfe, 
I  found  that  he  h^d  had  no  evacuation  by 
ilool  for  the  lall  fortnight,  and  that  for  fix 
pionths  paft,  his  urine,  which  abounded 
with  a  yellow  fediment  of  a  purulent  appear- 
ance, came  involuntarily  from  him,  and 
without  his  perception.  He  complained 
much  of  fpafms,  and  of  pains  affedling  his 
calves,  his  ancles,  the  foles  and  the  great 
toes  of  his  feet,  v/hich  were  very  excruciat- 
ing when  he  fat  up  in  bed.  He  felt  the 
operation   of  medicines  in  the  upper  part  qf 
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his  bowels :  in  the  lower,  numbnefs  pre- 
vailed. It  was  with  difficulty  that  he  re- 
tained either  food  or  medicine  on  his  fto- 
mach  ;  his  pulfe  was  languid,  and  his  whole 
appearance  evidenced  him  to  be  on  the  verge 
of  diflblution,  which  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards took  place. 

Upon  inquiry  into  his  hiftory  and  pre- 
ceding fymptoms,  he  informed  me,  that 
fourteen  years  ago  he  had  received  a  bruife 
from  being  prefTed  between  two  carriages, 
which  had  caufed  a  vomiting  of  blood.  That 
for  three  or  four  years  paft,  he  had  felt  pain- 
ful fenfations  in  his  loins,  from  which 
period  he  dated  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder  in  his  bladder. 

On  account  of  the  pains  in  his  feet,  his 
complaints  were  treated  as  proceeding  from 
rheumatifm  or  the  gout,  and  Bath  waters 
were  prefcribed,  but  no  advantage  was  de- 
rived from  their  ufe. 

About  a  month  before  I  faw  him,  a  flight 
degree  of  fullnefs  was  obferved  in  the  region 
of  the  OS  facrum  ;  but  it  was  never  fuf- 
peded,  that  the  original  caufe  of  his  diforder 
was  feated  in  that  part. 

Under 
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Under  a  full  perfuafion,  that  Tome  con- 
cealed mifchief  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
OS  facrum  was  the  fource  of  his  complaints, 
after  having  procured  an  evacuation  by  the 
help  of  caftor  oil,  I  directed  cauftics  to  be 
applied  to  the  protuberant  part ;  but  he  died 
before  any  feparation  of  the  floughs  had 
taken  place. 

Upon  examination  of  the  body  after  death, 
the  colon,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
beginning  of  the  redlum,  appeared  confider- 
ably  enlarged,  and  much  didended  Vi^ith 
fasces  'y  the  bladder  alfo  was  greatly  enlarged, 
its  mufcular  coatpraeternaturaily  thickened, 
and  its  inner  furface  fafciculated  ;  but  no 
ulcer,  erofion,  or  any  other  injury. whatever. 
wa.s  difcerned. 

Upon  examination  of  the  os  facrum,  an 
uncommom  derangement  prefented  itfelf  to 
the  fight,  exhibiting  the  immediate  fource 
of  the  patient's  complicated  complaints; 
the  pofterior  furface  of  that  bone  was  fe- 
parated  intircly  by  caries  from  the  anterior: 
the  diftemper  had  alfo  penetrated  deep  in 
its  fubftance,  having  nearly  obliterated  thofe 
procefTes  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  which  forni 

the 
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the  ifchlatlc  nerve,  and  greatly   injured  the 
fpinal  marrow  itfelf. 

Upon  an  accurate  furvej,  every  other  part 
of  the  fpine,  and  all  the  vifcera,  both  of 
the  thorax  and  abdomen,  appeared  perfedly 

found. 

Althouo;h  it  was  the  main  objeft  and  de- 
fign  of  this  publication,  to  illuilrate  and  con- 
firm, as  far  as  my  feeble  powers  would 
admit,  the  do6trine  of  that  able  praditioner, 
who  has  deferved  fo  much  of  his  country 
and  mankind ;  yet,  in  the  feledlion  of  the 
preceding  cafes,  and  the  enumeration  of  the 
fymptoms,  attendant  upon  the  various  ftages 
of  this  calamitous  diforder,  it  was  alfo  my 
defign  to  afford  materials,  for  an  early  in- 
veftigation  of  the  frequently  concealed 
fource  of  comnlaints,  differenced  from  each 
other  in  their  outward  form  ;  in  origin  fub- 
iiantially  the  fame.  I  have  a  fimilar  end 
in  view  in  the  remaining  pages  of  this  trad", 
in  which  I  ihall,  with  fidelity,  report  fuch 
other  particulars,  as  feem  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, feleded  from  a  great  variety  of  cafes, 
which    fell  v/ithin  my  immediate  obferva- 

tion  ; 
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tlon  j  the   narrative  firft  in  order  forming 
the  only  exception  to  this  rule. 

The  hiftory,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abftradt,  was  communicated  to  me  with  fuch 
circumftances  of  credibility,  as  would  not 
permit  me  to  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
report. 

CASE         XI. 

A  boy,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  a  flone,  which  iiruck 
his  loins.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day 
he  was  feized  with  a  fliivering,  which  lafted 
about  five  minutes ;  a  fever  fucceeded,  which 
ran  high  during  the  night,  but  abated  to- 
wards the  morning.  At  the  fame  period  of 
time,  a  contradion  of  his  legs  took  place, 
attended  with  great  debility  of  his  lower  ex- 
tremities. He  complained  of  pains  all  over 
him,  but  more  particularly  in  his  ftcmach 
and  the  fmall  of  his  back. 

As  the  accident,  which  gave  occafion  to 
thefe  fymptoms,  was  not  known  to  the 
friends  of  the  patient,  the  diforder  was 
treated  as  a  feveriili  complaint.  It  fometimes 
remitted  5  at  other  times,  a  perfect  intermif- 

fion 
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iion  of  the  feverill:i  fymptoms  took  place. 
The  power  of  moving  his  limbs  was  daily 
diminiflied,  until,  at  the  clofe  of  ten  days 
from  the  time  of  the  accident,  he  was  ut- 
terly incapable  of  lifting  them  from  the 
ground.  At  this  period  no  fwelling  was 
perceptible  on  his  back. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing the  injury,  his  fituatlon  was  truly  de- 
plorable :  his  appetite  was  loft,  his  pulfe 
was  quick  and  feeble  :  he  was  aifedled  with 
a  cough  and  purging,  and  the  fades  Hippo- 
cratia  was  evident  to  an  extreme  dejjree. 

At  this  time  a  lump  was  difcovered,  about 
the  fize  of  a  large  egg,  not  much  inflamed, 
nor  very  painful,  which  comprehended  the 
fecond  and  third  vertebrs  of  the  loins,  nor 
unlike  a  beginning  abfcefs. 

A  large  incifion  was  mad^  into  the  tu- 
mour, and  two  beans  Inferted  :  a  kindly 
fuppuration  took  place  on  the  third  day,  and, 
at  the  end  of  a  week,  he  was  confiderablv 
better ;  his  countenance  was  more  enlivened, 
his  pulfe  improved,  and  the  power  of  moving 
his  limbs  in  part  regained. 

The  iiuie  difcharging  freely,  the  fwelling 

gradually 
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gradually  abated,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month,  intirely  difappeared. 

The  ifTues  were  dried  up  fooner  than  the 
gentleman  who  attended  had  direded.  At 
the  end  of  three  months  he  was  able  to  walk 
a  conliderable  diflance  with  little  inconve- 
nience, but  every  material  change  of  weather 
very  fenfibly  affeded  him. 

Few  inflances,  hitherto  obferved,  more 
ftrongly  point  out  the  operation  and  advan- 
tage of  the  ifTues. 

CASE      xir. 

* 

A  labouring  man,  for  a  length  of  timcj 
had  been  affiided  with  the  ordinary  iymp- 
toms,  attendant  upon  an  evidently  didem- 
pered  fpine.  He  was  admitted  into  St.  Bar- 
tholomev/s  hofpital,  and  the  cauliics  were 
applied,  according  to  the  prefcribed  mode. 
At  the  end  of  a  few  months  he  fo  far  reco- 
vered, that  he  left  the  hofpital,  and  returned 
to  his  work.  The  diforder  returning,  in 
confequence  of  too  early  an  application  to 
his  employm.ent,  he  afecond  time  petitioned 
for  afliflance :  the  cauflics  were  a  fecond 
time  dire(fted ;  but  being  applied  by  a  per- 

fon. 
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fon,  not  under  the  immediate  infpecAion  o^ 
Mr.  Pott,  about  three  inches  below  the  pro- 
tuberance, they  produced  no  eftedl,  though 
continued  for  many  weeks.  At  length, 
upon  the  remonftrance  of  a  gentleman  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  Mr.  Pott's  mode  of 
treatment,  they  were  renewed  in  the  former 
place.  The  effecft  was  quickly  vifible.  At 
the  conclufion  of  two  months,  the  patient 
was  dilcharged  in  perfed  health. 

CASE       xiir. 

A  2:irl  was  adm.itted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's  hofpital,  afflided  with  the  diforder, 
termed  St.  Vitus's  dance.  Some  of  the  ver- 
tebrse  of  the  neck  were  very  protuberant. 
The  cauftics  were  applied,  and,  from  the 
effeds  produced  by  their  ufe,  it  was  evident 
the  convulfive  fymptoms  were  derived  from 
a  diftempered  fpine.  At  the  clofe  of  a 
fhorter  period  than  is  ufaal  in  thefe  cafes, 
(he  left  the  hofpital,  free  from  her  com- 
plaint. ^ 

CASE         XIV. 

I  lately  attended  a  lady,  of  a  very  deli- 
cate  frame,    who    was   frequently  affeiied 
IL  F  f  with 
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with  pains  in  the  flomach,  naufea,  forenefs 
of  the  fternum,  languors,  hyfteric  riiings, 
pumbnefs,  and  cramps  in  the  legs  and  feet. 
Her  complaints,  for  the  courfe  of  feveral 
years,  were  attributed  to  the  gout;  at 
length  a  protyberance  was  difcovered  in  the 
fpine :  upon  further  inquiry  it  appeared, 
that  this  protuberance  had  fubfilled  for  fome 
years.  She  complained  alfo  of  weaknefs  in 
her  ancles,  want  of  feeling  in  her  hands, 
and  fenfations  as  if  one  fide  was  upon  the 
point  of  becoming  paralytic,  and  a  conflant 
pain  in  the  fmall  of  her  back ;  the  protu- 
berant fpinal  procelTes  of  the  aifeded  ver- 
tebra were  tender  to  the  touch.  I  advifed 
the  application  of  the  cauftics,  but  my 
remonftrances,  as  has  happened  not  un- 
frequently  in  Umilar  circumdances,  have 
hitherto  been  urged  in  vain. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  attendance  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's hofpital,  and  alfo  in  my  private 
practice,  I  have  not  unfrequently  met  with 
complaints,  arifmg  from  a  great  variety  of 
affigned  caufes,  which  bore  a  flrong  analogy 
to  fome  of  the  preceding  cafes.     In  feveral 

patients 
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patients  of  a  delicate  habit  of  body,  who  in 
early  life  had  experienced  fcrofulous  com- 
plaints, I  have  obferved  the  joints  of  the 
knees  to  be  feeble,  fwoln,  and  painful ;  the 
articulations  alfo  of  the  fpine  were  iimilarly 
aifeded,  many  of  them  evidencing  great 
feniibility  upon  the  gentleil  touch,  and  in  a 
flight  degree  protuberant.  Palpitations  of 
the  heart,  incontinence  of  urine,  general 
debility,  and  irregular  pains  in  the  legs  and 
feet,  have  accompanied  thefe  fymptoms.  In 
other  inftances,  thefe  pains  have  been  termed 
rheumatic,  by  the  patients  or  their  friends, 
and  have  been  attributed  to  the  eifeds  of 
cold.  I  have  often  had  reafon  to  believe, 
that  thefe  complaints  were  the  confequences 
of  venereal  indulgences  ;  and  that,  after  ex- 
hibiting the  appearances  of  the  diforder, 
defer ibed  by  Lomm.ius  ^  and  other  authors, 
under  the  name  of  "  Tabes  Dorfaiis,"  thev 
fometimes  terminate  in  a  paralylis  of  the 
lower  extremities  and  a  carious  fpine. 

In  fome  of  the  cafes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  obfervatlon,  the  fymptoms,  dur- 
ing  the  early  ftages  of  the  diforder,  were 

F  f  2  con- 

*  Vide  Lommil  Obfervat.  inedlcinal.  p.  216, 
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conceived  to  be  owing  to  the  gravel,  or  to 
rheumatifm  in  the  loins ;  and,  in  two  or 
three  inflances,  to  the  gout.  This,  perhaps 
unavoidable,  mifconception  in  the  caufe  of 
the  diforder,  naturally  led  to  a  mode  of 
treatment,  from  which  the  patient  not  only 
received  no  advantage,  but  was  alfo  fub- 
je(5ted  to  the  hazard  of  loiing  the  feafon,  in 
which  the  rational  mode  of  cure  could  be 
produdive  of  a  falutary  effedt. 

In  two  or  three  inflances  I  have  obferved, 
that  the  termination  of  fever  has  been  at- 
tended with  circumflances,  that  feemed  to 
indicate  an  inflammation  and  confequent  ab- 
fcefs,  either  in  the  fpine  itfelf,  or  its  vici- 
nity; but  this  I  offer  merely  as  matter  of 
conje(5lure,  not  having  fufficient  authority, 
either  from  diffedions  or  the  effedt  of  cau- 
ilics,  to  aliert  the  fad:. 

When  I  firfl  attended  to  this  fubjed,  I 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  thofe  parts  alone, 
whofe  nerves  are  derived  from  the  fpinal 
marrow,  below  the  injured  vertebra?,  or 
from  its  immediate  vicinity,  were  affedted 
with  numbnefs,  pain,  paralyns,  or  fpafm; 
but  many  cafes  have  lately  been  obferved  in 

the 
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the  hofpital  I  attend,  and  others  I  have  feen 
in  private  pracftice,  in  which  the  upper  ex- 
tremities have  been  afFe6ted,  although  the 
diforder  occupied  parts  of  the  fpine,  confi- 
derably  beneath  the  origins  of  the  axillary 
plexus.  I  conceive  it  would  not  be  a  mat- 
ter of  difficulty  to  explain  this  fad;,  as  well 
as  many  others  of  a  fimilar  kind,  from  the 
dodtrine  lately  advanced  by  the  ingenious 
Scarpa,  refpeding  the  nature  and  ufe  of  the 
ganglions  of  the  nerves,  and  the  confequent 
prevalence  of  fympathy  in  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem ;  but  it  would  be  a  departure  from  my 
purpofe  to  introduce  theoretical  difquifitions 
into  an  eflay  merely  pradical.  Whether  the 
following  cafe  can  be  urged  a'S  an  evidence 
of  the  fa^ft,  I  will  not  politively  determine  ; 
the  detail  of  it,  however,  may  perhaps  an- 
fwer  fome  purpofes  of  no  lefs  importance, 

CASE         XV. 

R.  I.  aged  twenty-four  years,  was  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in 
May,   1 78 1. 

Every  attention  pofTible  was  afforded  to 
his  cafe  by  the  phyficia.n.     The  following 

F  f  3  remedies 
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remedies  were  prefcribed :  Mithridat.  cum 
fpir.  Minder,  pil.  aromatic — rad.  val.  fylv, 
p.  femin.  fmap.  aa  dr.  j.  cum  decocfl.  cort. — 
bain,   frigid. — ^julep.  volat. — ol.  e  pedibus 
bovin. — tind.  guaiac.  volat.  ter  die — infuf. 
lenit.  pro  re  nata — hauft.  oleos.  cum  manna 
' — enema  Terebinth. — ol.  ricini,  fextishoris. 
At  the  clofe  of  fix  weeks  from  the  date 
of  his  admiffion,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  attending  phyfician,  he  was  examined 
by  Mr.  Pott.      The  tenth  vertebra  of  the 
back  was  found  confiderably  protuberant. 

The  following  is  an'abftrad:  of  his  fymp- 
toms  at  this  period  : 

He  lay  conftantly  on  bis  back,  unable  to 
turn  himfelf  in  bed,  and  almofl  intirely  de- 
prived of  the  ufe  of  all  his  limbs.  His  legs, 
fix  or  {qvqii  times  in  an  hour,  were  drawn 
upwards  v/ith  convulfive  twitchlngs,  his 
great  toes  and  fingers  being  alfo  agitated 
with  fpafms.  His  head,  at  the  fame  time, 
was  drawn  violently  backward  j  all  thefe 
convulfive  motions  were  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  anxiety.  Numbnefs  prevailed  in 
his  loins,  his  knees,  and  feet.  The  fcnk 
of  feeling-  and  powers  of  motion  were  de- 

ilroycd 
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firoyed  in  almofl  every  part  of  his  frame : 
his  abdomen  was  fwohi  and  hard :  an  ob- 
f^inate  coftivenefs  and  difficulty  of  making 
water  were  fuperadded  to  thefe  fufferings ;  a 
violent  pain  was  felt  in  the  protuberant  ver- 
tebra, when  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  fpafms. 

It  appeared  from  his  hiftory,  that  he  had 
been  affeded  with  the  lues,  and  for  fome 
years  paft  had  been  very  much  devoted  to 
venereal  indulgences. 

The  firft  fymptom  that  alarmed  him,  was 
a  lliffnels  in  his  neck,  which  came  upon 
him  fuddenly  in  the  night,  about  three 
months  before  the  time  of  his  admiffion.  At 
the  end  of  two  m^onths  from  the  firfl  feizure, 
'  his  right  leg  began  to  be  affeded.  The 
cold-bath  was  prefcribed  at  this  period, 
which  aggravated  his  complaints.  He  gra- 
dually grew  worfe  till  a  general  coldnefs 
prevailed  through  the  whole  fyftem,  and 
every  part  of  his  frame  was  affeded  with 
paralyfis  or  fpafm. 

The  application  of  the  cauftics  was  at- 
tended with  very  little  advantage  :  through 
a  defed  of  the  vital  power,  they  occafioned 

F  f  4.  no 
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no  pain  J  and  it  was  with  difficulty  nature 
eiOfeded  a  reparation  of  the  floughs :  his  di- 
flrefiing  fymptoms  continued  till  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  about  two  months  after 
the  nature  of  his  complaint  was  afcertained. 

In  two  or  three  inflances,  I  have  obferved 
the  upper  cervical  vertebrae  affected.  In 
one  of  thefe,  a  colledion  of  matter  was 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fecond  vertebra, 
commonly  termed  dentata.  The  unhappy 
fufFerer,  upon  every  motion  of  his  head, 
felt  a  pain  defcend  in  the  courfe  of  the  fpinal 
marrow,  with  general  numbnefs,  and  fome- 
times  pricking  pains  at  the  extremities  of 
his  toes  and  fingers. 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  credit  of  a  remedy 
frequently  fuccefsful  is  often  impaired  by 
its  injudicious,  or  too  extenfive  application, 
yet,  feeing  every  reafon  to  conclude  with 
Mr.  Pott,  that  the  advantage  gained  from 
the  cauflics  is,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing 
to  the  new  irritation,  or  dlfcharge,  occa- 
lioned  by  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aftcded 
partj  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  re- 
commending their  ufe  in  many  idiopathi^^- 
sitefiions  of  the  head. 

IfTues 
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IfTues  in  the  neck  have  frequently  been 
advifed,  in  cafes  of  apoplexy  and  palfy,  by 
phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  greateft  name. 
It  is  to  be  wiilied,  that  the  effed:s  of  candies 
in  removing  the  diftreffing  fymptoms,  at- 
tendant upon  a  diftempered  fpine,  may  lead 
pra«ftitioners  to  a  more  general  application 
of  this  remedy,  when  the  primary  fource  of 
fenfation  and  motion  is  the  feat  of  the  com- 
plaint. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  all  the  cafes  of 
a  diftempered  fpine,  which  have  occurred 
during  the  lafh  iive  years  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's hofpital,  v.'ere  faithfully  and  circum- 
iiantially  reported,  great  advantage  would 
be  derived  to  medical  knowledge,  and  the 
mode  of  treatment,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Pott,  be  ftill  more  evidently  demonflrated. 
The  interefts  of  truth  have  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  keennefs  of  invefrigation, 
and  the  utmoft  fe verity  of  human  judg- 
ment. I  fliould,  therefore,  wifhtofee  the 
dodlrine,  advanced  by  that  accomplifhed 
prad:itioner,  further  dlfcuffed,  convinced, 
that   its    harmony  with    truth    and   reafon 

v/ould 
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would  be  eftabliflied  by  an  appeal  to  fad : 
the  hofpitals  of  this  metropolis  and  king- 
dom would  afford  too  many  opportunities 
of  afcertaining  this  point. 

I  am  fenfible  that  the  preceding  details 
are  in  many  refpecfls  imperfedl; :  from  an 
hope,  however,  that  they  may  not  be  alto- 
gether unufeful,  they  are,  with  deference, 
fubmitted  to  the  indulgent  candour  of  the 
public. 

It  remains  that  I  fubjoin  the  refult  of  my 
own  experience  and  obfervation  on  this  fub- 
jecft. 

The  general  concluiions,  fuggefled  by  the 
preceding  cafes,  and  above  twice  the  number 
of  others,  to  which  I  have  afforded  a  diftin(ft 
attention,  are  as  follows : 

1 .  That  the  cauftics,  which  were  indifcri- 
minately  applied  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
were  the  efficient  means  of  cure  in  a  majority 
of  the  cafes :  and  that  they  generally  fuc- 
ceeded,  when  the  cafe  could,  with  propriety, 
be  termed  a  fair  one. 

2.  That  in  the  remainder,  with  two  or 
three  exceptions,  they  produced  an   evident 
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eifed  in  reflcring  fenfibility  and  fome  degree 
of  motion. 

3.  That  in  the  unfuccefsful  cafes,  the 
patients  died  exhaufted  by  hedlic  fever,  and 
the  genuine  effeds  of  the  diftemper,  and  did 
not  appear  to  be  prejudiced,  in  the  remotefl 
degree,  by  the  application  of  the  cauftics. 
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APPENDIX. 


CASE   OF    CATALEPSY. 

Although  the  fubjoined  hiftory  has  no 
conned:ion  with  the  preceding  cafes,  I  truft 
the  perufal  of  it  will  not  be  unpleafing  to 
my  readers,  as  it  relates  to  a  diforder  of  un- 
frequent  occurrence  in  ordinary  pradice. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year,  I  was 
defired  to  vilit  a  young  lady,  who,  for  nine 
months,  had  been  afflided  with  that  lingular 
diforder  termed  **  a  catalepfy."  Although  fhe 
was  prepared  for  my  vifit,  (l^e  was  feized 
with  the  diforder  as  foon  as  my  arrival  was 
announced.  She  was  employed  in  netting, 
and  was  pafling  the  needle  through  the 
mefhj  in  which  pofition  (he  immediately 
became  rigid,  exhibiting,  in  a  very  pleafmg 
form,  a  figure  of  death-like  fleep,  beyond 
the  power  of  art  to  imitate,  or  the  imagina- 
tion to  conceive.  Her  forehead  v/as  ferene, 
her  features  perfedly  compofed.     The  pale- 
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nefs  of  her  colour,  her  breathing  at  a  dii" 
tance  being  alfo  fcarce  perceptible,  operated 
in  rendering  the  fimilitude  to  marble  more 
exa(5t  and  ftriking.  The  pofition  of  her 
fingers,  hands,  and  arms,  was  altered  with 
difficulty;  but  they  preferved  every  form  of 
flexure  they  acquired  :  nor  were  the  mufcles 
of  the  neck  exempted  from  this  law ;  her 
head  maintaining  every  lituation,  in  which 
the  hand  could  place  it,  as  firmly  as  her 
limbs. 

Upon  gently  raifing  the  eyelids,  they  im- 
mediately clofed,  with  a  degree  of  fpafm. 
The  iris  con  traded  upon  the  approach  of  a 
candle,  as  in  a  fiate  of  vigilance ;  the  eye- 
ball itfelf  was  flightly  agitated  with  a  tre- 
mulous motion,  not  difcernible  when  the 
eyelid  had  defcended. 

About  half  an  hour  after  my  arrival,  the 
rigidity  in  her  limbs  and  ftatue-like  appear- 
ance being  yet  unaltered,  fhe  fung  three 
plaintive  fongs,  in  a  tone  of  voice  fo  ele- 
gantly expreffive,  and  with  fuch  affeding 
modulation,  as  evidently  pointed  out,  how 
much  the  moll  powerful  paffion  of  the  mind 
was  concerned  in  the  production  of  her  dif- 
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order,  as  indeed  her  hiftory  confirmed.  In 
a  few  minutes  afterwards  flie  fighed  deeply, 
and  the  fpafm  in  her  limbs  was  immediately 
relaxed.  She  complained  that  (he  could  not 
open  her  eyes,  her  hands  grew  cold,  a  ge- 
neral tremor  followed;  but,  in  a  few  feconds, 
recovering  intirely  her  recolledlion  and 
powers  of  motion,  fhe  entered  into  a  detail 
of  her  fymptoms,  and  the  hiftory  of  her 
complaints. 

She  informed  me,  that  flie  had  no  recol- 
lection whatever  of  what  pafled  in  the  fits ; 
that  upon  coming  out  of  them  flie  felt  fa- 
tigue, in  proportion  to  the  time  of  their  con- 
tinuance; and  that  they  fometimes  lafted 
for  five  hours,  though  generally  for  a  much 
ihorter  period. 

She  further  related,  that  the  fits  returned 
once  or  tv/ice  a  day,  fometimes  more  fre- 
quently ;  but  that  file  never  was  troubled 
with  them  in  the  night.  She  fometimes  loft 
her  fight  and  fpeech,  the  power  over  her 
limbs,  and  her  intelledual  faculties  remain- 
ing unimpaired.  The  fits  frequently  attacked 
her  without  any  previous  warning  :  at  other 
times,  a  fiuttering  at  her  ftomach,    and  a 
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fixed  pain  at  the  top  of  her  head,  occupying 
a  part  which  £he  could  cover  with  her  fin- 
ger, announced  their  approach. 

Hyfterical  riilngs  in  her  throat,  appear- 
ances of  fire,  pains  in  her  eyes,  and  not  un- 
frequently  in  her  teeth,  flatulence,  a  fenfe  of 
weight  in  her  ftomach  after  eating,  with 
convulfive  motions  in  the  region  of  that  or- 
gan, were  fuperadded  fymptoms,  of  which 
ihe  much  complained. 

Her  diforder  was  evidently  exafperated  at 
the  approach  of  the  catamenia,  which  were 
conftantly  prefent  at  the  regular  period.  She 
was  always  much  agitated  previoufly  to  a 
ftorm  of  thunder;  and  every  material  alte- 
ration of  the  weather  produced  a  fenfiblc 
effect. 

After  file  had  difcourfed  for  fome  time 
with  apparent  calmnefs,  the  univerfal  fpafm 
fuddenly  returned.  Her  features  now  af- 
fumed  a  different  form,  denoting  a  mind 
flrongly  impreffed  with  anxiety  and  appre- 
henfion.  At  times  (he  uttered  fhort  and 
vehement  exclamations,  in  a  piercing  tone 
of  voice,  expreiliveof  the  paffions  that  agi- 
tated her  mind ,  her  hands  being  flrongly 
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locked  in  each  other,  and  all  her  mufclcs, 
thofe  fubfervient  to  fpeech  excepted,  being 
aiFe(fled  with  the  fame  rigidity  as  before. 

During  the  time  of  my  attendance,  fimi- 
lar  appearances  were  frequently  exhibited. 

I  was  informed,  by  the  family,  of  many 
particularities  in  the  accefs  of  the  diforder, 
all  denoting  its  inflantaneous  effed  upon  the 
nervous  fyftem.  She  once  was  feized  in  my 
prefence  while  drinking  tea,  and  became 
univerfally  rigid,  at  the  inftant  fhe  was  ad- 
vancing the  te.a-cup  to  her  mouth.  Her 
tears  fometimes  flowed  copiouily,  while 
every  internal,  as  well  as  external  fenfe, 
feemed  intirely  locked  up  in  lleep. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  diforder,  and  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment, before  fhe  was  intrufled  to  my  care. 

It  appears,  that  for  many  years  before  the 
accefs  of  the  cataleptical  fymptoms,  fhe  had 
fuffered  much  from  violent  head-achs,  par- 
ticularly that  fpecies  of  head-ach,  termed 
clavus  hyflericus.  Her  fpirits  were  eafily 
difcompofed.  Her  fingers,  upon  touching 
cold  fubflances,  would  frequently  lofe  their 
natural  heat  and  feeling.    Her  habit  of  body 

had 
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had  been  uncommonly  coftive,  but  of  late 
her  bowels  were  much  dliturbed  by  every 
kind  of  laxative.  Her  nervous  complaints 
were  always  particularly  troublefome  at  the 
approach  of  rain,  and  after  a  ileeplefs  night. 

Her  diforder  commenced  with  hyfteric 
fits;  to  thefe  fucceeded  a  delirium  of  feve-* 
ral  days  continuance,  attended  with  flight 
fhiverings,  but  no  other  fign  of  fever  :  the 
catalepfy  followed  next  in  order,  which  at 
firft  affected  her  with  only  fingie  fits,  at  a 
week  or  fortnight's  interval;  thefe  gradually 
advanced  in  ftrength  and  frequency,  until, 
by  her  own  fufterings,  and  her  fenfibility, 
on  account  of  the  anxiety  of  her  friends,  (lie 
was  reduced  to  the  moft  pitiable  diftrefs. 

Before  I  faw  her,  flie  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a  phyfician  of  eminence  in  the  coun- 
try, who  had  attended  to  her  cafe  with  fin- 
gular  humanity,  and  had  prefcribed  various 
medicines  of  the  nervous  kind ;  which  at 
one  time  produced  fo  favourable  an  effetl,  as 
even  to  flatter  with  the  profpeft  of  a  cure ; 
but  the  fymptoms  returning  with  increafed 
violence,  through  frelh  anxiety  of  mind,  the 
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fame  courfe  of  medicine  was  not  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

Mufk,  opium,  and  bark,  the  latter  of 
which  did  not  always  agree  with  her  bowels, 
were  found  mofi:  effedive.  Of  mull^  fhe 
had  taken  to  the  amount  of  a  drachm  and  a  ' 
half  each  day.  Its  ufe  removed  a  fenfe  of 
chillnefs,  of  which  (lie  before  had  much 
complained.  A  few  drops  of  laudanum  at 
the  hour  of  reft  had  alfo  been  attended  with 
advantage. 

After  Lhad  tried  ^tlier — liquor  anodyn, 
mineral.  Hoffm. — ol.  eilent.  e  fior.  chamsem. 
— oi.  fuccini — extrad.  cicut. — rubig.  cha- 
lyb.  ppt. — fal  fuccini — ^julep  e  camphora, 
and  opium  in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  with- 
out much  advance,  I  found  the  following 
application  had  an  evident  good  efFed : 

R.   Opii  colati 

Camphoraj  T&  drach.  i. 
Emplaftr.  flomach.  q.  s.  f.  em- 
plaft.  region!  ventriculi  adm.o- 
vendum. 

Obferving  the  effed  of  this  application, 
and  refleding  upon  the  many  tokens  of  de- 
bility 
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bility  which  her  ftomach  exhibited,  I  di- 
recflcd  my  attention  to  the  ftrengthening  of 
that  organ,  and,  notwithftanding  the  dif- 
couraging  circumftances  that  had  formerly 
attended  the  exhibition  of  the  bark,  deter- 
mined to  make  another  trial  of  its  power. 

I  chofe  the  following  form  of  preparation, 
which  Dr.  Whytt  had  found  to  be  particu- 
larly fervlcefable  in  hyfterical  complaints : 

R.   Cort.  Peruv.  p.  uncias  duas, 

Rad.  gentian. 

Cort.  aurantior.  ^  drachmas  fex, 
miice :  infunde  in  fpir.  vinof. 
Gallic,  lb.  ii,  in  balneo  arens, 
per  dies  fex  &  cola. 

Finding,  upon  trial,  that  half  an  ounce  of 
this  tindture,  the  quantity  diredied  by  Dr. 
¥r^hytt,  though  diluted  wath  two  ounces  of 
water,  was  more  than  her  flomach  would 
bear,  I  prefcribed  as  follows  : 

R.  Aqus  puras   unciam   unam   cum 
femilTe, 
Tin(ft.    prsfcrlpt.    drachmas   duas, 
Spir.  lavend.  c.  drachmam  unam, 

M.  f.  baud,  bis  die  fumendus. 
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Inflead  of  the  common  kinds  of  tea,  I  ad- 
vlfed  her  to  drink  an  infufion  of  the  out- 
ward rind  of  a  lemon,  which  appeared  par- 
ticularly grateful  to  her  tafhe  and  ftomach. 

She  declared  that  fhe  felt  immediate  be- 
nefit from  this  prefcription. 

She  took  fome  drops  of  Hoffman's  ano- 
dyne liquor,  or  of  laudanum,  as  occafion 
appeared  to  require. 

She  perfifled  in  this  courfe  with  evident 
advantage.  Her  fits  grew  lefs  frequent,  re- 
turning faintly  after  a  week  or  fortnight's 
interval:  her  fpirits  were  improved,  her. 
ilrength  increafed,  until  at  length,  without 
the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine,  Ihe  became 
intirely  free  from  ail  comaolaint. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

I N  the  following  tra(51-,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  vindicate  the  primary  rights  of 
the  englidi  commonalty,  conftdered  as  a 
component  part  of  the  co;iriitution  ;  and 
have  pointed  out  a  peaceable  and  efFedtual 
mode  of  correifling  the  abufcs  of  reprefenta- 
tion,  under  the  fandtion  of  their  authority 
and  power. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  by  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  committees  and  delegations,  a  fourth 
power,  unknown  to  the  conflitution,  has 
been  called  into  exiftence ;  and  that  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  can  only  be  declared  by  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

On  the  other  lide,  we  are  called  upon  to 
attend  to  that  fatal  fubjedion  of  the  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament  to  the  will  of  the 
miniuer,  from  whence  all  our  prefent  ca- 
lamities are  derived  ;  a  fubjedion,  evidently 
arifing  from  the  imperfedion  of  its  con- 
flitution, or,  in  other  Vv^ords, .  from  the 
inequality  of  the  reprefentation,  the  un- 
warrantable reilriclions  of  that  right  of 
voting,  to   V;'hich  every  engUfliman  is  en- 
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titled,  and  the  prolongation  of  parliaments, 
beyond  their  ancient  period. 

In  fuch  circumftances  can  it  be  our  duty 
to  venerate  the  (liadow,  the  fubflance  being 
long  fince  fled  ?  Or  muft  we,  in  a  caufe  pe- 
culiarly our  own,  fit  down  in  criminal  in- 
a6livity,  expectant  that  our  rights  iliall  be 
recovered  by  the  unaflifled  exertions  of  our 
friends  in  the  arillocracy,  or  fpontaneoufly 
conceded  to  us  by  the  crown  ? 

When  the  ordinary  delegation  ceafes  to 
exprefs  the  people's  will,  are  the  commons 
of  this  country  altogether  deflitute  of  con- 
fiitutional  refource  ?  When  fuch  dodrines 
are  openly  maintained,  it  becomes  us  not  to 
realbn,  but  to  act. 

The  voice  of  the  people  is,  and  ought  to 
be,  a  voice  of  terror  to  a  bad  government ; 
but  it  will  ever  be  liftened  to  by  an  admini- 
stration of  a  different  charafier,  with  com- 
placency and  delight. 

It  furely,  therefore,  mufl  afford  peculiar 
pleafure  to  thofe  illufirlous  perfonages,  who 
now  podefs  the  reins  of  power,  when  they 
perceive  themfelves  encouraged  and  fup- 
ported,  in  their  generous    efforts  to  refiore 
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the  conllitution,  by  the  grateful  voice  of  an 
applauding  public. 

Among  the  various  meafures,  recom- 
mended for  tlie  purpofe  of  reftoring  freedom 
and  independency  to  parliament,  I  mufl:  con- 
fefs,  there  is  one  to  which  I  am  particularly 
partial.  It  is  certainly  allowable  for  every 
citizen  to  promote  by  peaceful  means,  while 
the  queflion  lies  before  the  public  in  its  pre- 
fent  flate  of  indecifion,  that  fpeciiic  plan, 
which,  in  his  own  judgment,  appears  moft 
agreeable  to  juftice  and  the  conftitution. 
Yet,  fenfible  that  whatever  has  the  fandion 
of  lefs  than  a  majority,  is  not  the  aft  of  the 
commons  of  England;  I  would  not  be  under- 
ilood  to  wifli  the  eflablifliment  of  any  other 
plan  of  reformation,  than  that,  which,  upon 
a  fair  appeal,  fliall  ultimately  approve  itfelf 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  an  enlightened  people. 

Craven-flreet,   May  3,  1782. 


TO 


TO    THE 
CHAIRMAN    OF    THE    MEETING 

O  F    T  H  E 
FREEHOLDERS   of  M  I  D  D  L  E  S  E  X,  &c. 

SIR, 

The  profelTed  deiign  of  your  meeting, 
and  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  public 
affairs,  induce  me  to  fubmit  the  following 
fentiments  to  the  judgment  of  yourfelf,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  alTembled ;  prefuming, 
if  they  appear  to  be  founded  in  reafon,  they 
will  not  be  the  lefs  regarded,  on  account 
of  their  being  fuggelled  by  an  unknown 
individual.* 

The 

*  It  has  been  fuggefted  to  the  author  of  thefe  pages, 
that  it  is  poffible  the  parliament  may  be  dilTolved,  fhortly 
after  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  recefs.  Such  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  if  juftly  founded,  will  probably  operate 
upon  the  counties,  to  prefs  tlie  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  in- 
quiry into  the  expenditure  of  the' revenue,  and  incline 

them 
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The  dec^ree  of  attention,  which  ought  in 
reafon  to  be  paid  by  the  reprefentative  in 
parliament  to  the  inftrucflions  of  his  con- 
flituents,  has  often  been  thefubjedt  of  con- 
troverfy.  It  has  frequently  been  contended, 
when,  upon  various  occafions,  the  fentiments 
of  the  eiedors  of  England  have  been  con- 
veyed to  the  eleded,  that  the  latter  were 
juftified  in  paying  no  further  degree  of  at- 
tention to  them,  than  the  arguments,  con- 

fidered 


them  ftrongly  to  recommend  the  eftabliftiment  of  cer- 
tain ceconcmical  regulations,  of  no  little  confequence 
to  the  well-being  of  the  ftate.  Such  topics,  as  have  a 
more  immediate  connexion  with  our  political  exiftence, 
will  doubtlefs  not  efcape  their  notice. 

A  people  may  be,  for  a  time,  profperous  and  happy, 
when  the  perfons,  to  whom  the  crown  confides  the 
powers  of  adminiftration,  act  in  a  manner  conform- 
able to  the  high  importance  of  the  truft. 

A  people  is  free,    when   fuch   conflitutional    checks 
exift,   as  render  it  impracticable  for  minifters  to  betray 

the  public  caufe. 

The  happinefs   of  englifnmen  ought  riot   to  depend 

iipon  the  precarious  virtue  of  a  minifler  ot   ftate ;  they 

have  a  right  to  require,   that  it  be  founded  on  the  folid 

bafis  of  parliamentary  independence. 

I  know  fome  perfons,  who,  if  the  opportunity,  which 

now   prefents  itfelf,    of  fecuring  this  important  point, 

{hould  be  negleded,   will  be  ready  to  exclaim, — "time 

was — aclum  eft  dc  liberate  anglicana" 
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fidered  Independently  of  the  authority  of  the 
perfons  inftruding,  or  remonflrating,  ap- 
peared to  defer ve. 

It  has  been  urged  upon  fuch  occalions, 
that  the  perfon,  thus  inftruded,  ought  to 
confider  himfelf  as  the  reprefentative  of  the 
kinedomat  lar8:e;  and,  therefore,  as  not  un- 
der  a  particular  obligation  to  obey  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  the  county,  or  borough,  which 
returns  him.  A  movement  of  fuch  import- 
ance, as  will  hereafter  be  propofed,  fhould 
be  founded  on  principles,  which,  like  max- 
ims of  law,  or  axioms  in  geometry,  admit 
not  of  debate.* 

With 

*  The  right  of  the  electors  of  Great-Britain,  to  advife 
and  inllru6l  their   reprefentatives,.  and   the   obligation 
which  the  latter  are  under,   freely  to  communicate   and 
confult  with  thofe,  from  whom  they  have  received  their 
power,   are    founded   upon    the  jufteft  principles;  the 
practice  is  agreeable  to  immemorial  ufage  ;  and  it  would 
have  been  happy   for  this  country,  had    fuch  an   inter- 
courfe  more  frequently  prevailed.    A  queftion,  however, 
naturally  arifes  concerning  the  obligation  of  the  repre- 
fentative to  obey  the  inftruftions  of  the    particular  dif- 
tri61:,  or  the  borough,  which  returns  him,    when  his  de- 
ference to  the  fentiments  of  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
the  fuperior  lights  he  may  derive  from  his  fituation,    or 

the 
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With  greater  appearance  of  reafon    it  has 
hQcn  contended,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 

the 

the  di(51:atcs  of  his  confciencc,  would  incline  him  to  pur- 
fue  a  different  condu<5l. 

The  following  cafe  may  affift  us  In  the  folution  of  this 
difficulty. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  a  member  of  the  commons'  houfe 
of  parliament  is  inftrucled  to  declare  his  difTent,  in  cafe 
a  bill  (hould  be  introduced,  which  has  for  its  objedl  the 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade  ;  a  practice,  fo  abhorrent 
from  the  diiSlates  of  humanity,  and  the  principles  of  our 
relio'ion,  that  I  make  no  fcruple  of  affirming,  with  a 
very  excellent  citizen,  and  refpeiR;able  writer,  that  it 
ou"-ht  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  chriftian  country. 

Let  us  further  fuppofe,  that  the  majority  of  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  people  have  alfo  been  inftrufted  by 
their  conftituents,  to  promote  the  introdu6tion  of  a  bill, 
for  its  immediate  abolition. 

Let  us,  laftly,  fuppofe  that  the  principles,  on  which 
fuch  a  bill  is  founded,  accord  with  the  feelings,  and 
the  judgm.ent  of  the  member,  who  has  received  inflruc- 
tions  to  oppofe  it. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  demanded,  what  is  that 
line  of  conduct,  which  it  would  become  fuch  member 
to  purfue,  who,  attentive  to  the  dictates  of  confcience 
and  honour,  is  alfo  willing  to  approve  himfelf  a  friend 
to  the  rights  of  human  kind  ? 

Since  the  publication  of  the  lad  edition  of  this  pam- 
phlet, I  have  reconfidered  this  fubje<ft,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  further  lights  I  have  received,  am  now  de- 
cidedlv  of  opinion,   that  it   would  be  the  bounden  duty 

of 
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the  common?,  ailually  affembled  in  parlia- 
ment, may  permit  to  lie  negleded  on  their 
table,  the  petition  or  remonftrance  of  the 
moft  relpedable,  or  moft  populous,   county 

of 

of  the  member  thus  in{li-u(5led,  either  to  comply  with 
the  requifition  of  his  conftituents,  or  to  refign  his  truft. 

The  reprefenLative  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  proxy 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrid  which  returns  him.  He 
z&s  or  he  affents  in  the  name  of  parties,  who,  by  the 
inftruraentality  of  his  perfon,  are  reputed  prefent  in 
parliament,  and,  confequently,  ftiould  confider  himfelf 
as  the  organ  of  their  will,  in  every  inftance  where  that 
will  is  pofitivcly  declared.  If,  however,  it  appears  to 
the  reprefentative,  that  the  condufi:  prefcribed,  as  may 
readily  be  fuppofed  in  the  cafe  before  us,  can  by  no 
means  be  reconciled  with  his  principles  as  a  chriftian, 
or  his  feelings  as  a  man,  he  fhould  be  allowed  an  op- 
portunity of  divefcing  himfelf  of  a  truft,  the  funiflions  of 
which  he  can  no  longer  honeftly  difcharge. 

It  is  afTerted  by  Mr.  Burgh,  in  his  "  Political  difqui- 
fitions,"  that  there  is  no  advantage  within  the  reach  of  a 
particular  people,  that  may  not  be  obtained  by  parlia- 
mentary government,  in  as  effe(51;ual  a  manner,  as  if 
every  inhabitant  of  the  country  were  to  deliberate  and 
vote  in  perfon.  The  pofition  is  ftriflly  juft,  provided 
an  equal  reprefentation  were  eftabliflied,  the  right  of 
univerfal  fufFrage  reftorcd,  and  the  compliance  of  the 
reprefentative-with  the  wifhes  of  his  conftituents  fe- 
cured,  by  the  abolition  of  the  undue  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  the  redudiion  of  parliaments  to  their  ancient 
period. 
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of  the  kingdom,  if  the  fentimcnts,  contained 
in  the  faid  petition  or  remonftrance,  be  dif- 
cordant  with  their  o^yn. 

Partial  interefts,  and  a  partial  conception 
of  the  point  in  queftlon,  may,  with  greater 
probability,  be  fuppofed  to  prevail  in  a 
county  meeting,  however  refpedlable,  than 
in  the  public  affembly  of  the  nation.  A  de- 
claration of  opinion,  in  the  ftrongefl  lan- 
guage of  remonflrance,  cannot  be  unlawful, 
and  may  frequently  be  expedient;  and  the 
right  of  petitioning  is  a  privilege,  to  which 
the  obfcureil  individual  is  entitled.  But 
the  power  to  rejedl,  or  to  redrefs,  muft,  in 
ordinary  inftances,  be  confidered  as  veiled  in 
the  general  reprefentative  of  all  the  com- 


mons of  England.  * 


For 


*  Every  fuhiect  of  this  ftate  is  not  only  authorifed, 
but  by  the  genius  of  engliili  liberty  he  is  encouraged  and 
exhorted,  freely  to  examine  the  defefls  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  errors  of  government,  and  the  condudt  of  the 
perfons,  employed  in  its  various  departments  ;  and  iis 
freely  to  cenfure,  wherever  cenfure,  in  his  judgment, 
fliall  be  due.  I  am  fometimes  afraid,  that  the  prefent 
inattention  of  the  nation,  to  affairs  of  ftate,  is  a  fymp- 
tom  of  its  approaching  diflolution.  I  wifh  to  fee  the 
ancient  fpirit  of  my  couutrymen  revive  i   I  wiih  to  fee 

them 
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For  altliougli  it  be  allowed,  that  the  inha-» 
bitants  of  a  diftridl,  which  returns  a  member 

to 

them  a  nation  of  politicians,  and  the  principle  of  the 
famous  ordinance  of  Solon  univerfally  prevail.  There 
are  times,  when  it  (hould  be  efteemed  criminal  in  any 
perfon,  arrived  at  years  of  difcretion,  not  to  have  form.ed 
an  opinion  ;  treafonable,  when  a  fair  opportunity  pre- 
fents  itfelf,  not  to  propagate,  and  fupport  his  opinion, 
by  the  force  of  argument,  and  every  legal  method  in  his 
power. 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  the  ufurped  power 
of  excluding  the  fubj eel  from  the  galleries  of  the  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament,  more  efpeclally  as  exerclfed 
of  late  years,  appears  to 'me  a  direct  violation  of  one  of 
the  moft  important  privileges  of  the  people.  It  deprives 
the  elector  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing,  what  It  highly 
concerns  him  to  know ;  and  diminifties  the  force  of  that 
falutary  apprehenfion.  In  the  mind  of  the  eleded,  which, 
in  the  midft  of  the  temptations  he  is  expofcd  to,  has  not 
unfrequently  afforded  confiderable  afiiftance  to  his  virtue. 
It  defrauds  the  true  patriot  of  part  of  his  reward,  and  fhel- 
ters  the  perfon  of  the  midnight  aflaffin  of  the  conflitu- 
tion,fromdeferved  ignominy  and  difgrace;  buti  forbear. 

The  only  argument  offered  in  juftificatlon  of  this 
pradlce,  that  deferves  the  leaft  attention,  is  founded 
upon  the  idea,  that  foreign  powers  may  thus  become 
more  eafily  acquainted  with  our  national  concerns.  But 
fuch  arguments  would  have  no  place,  were  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  commons'  houfe  of  parliament  confined  to 

the 

IL  H  h 
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to  the  commons' houfe  of  parliament,  have 
a  right  to  influence  the  conduct  of  their  re- 
prefentative,  yet  every  other  member,  not 
limilarly  inftruded,  is  free  to  a(fl  as  his  own 
difcretion  fhall  dired. 

Hence,  upon  an  application  to  the  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament,  if  the  petitioning 
party  be  a  minority  of  the  kingdom,  the 
voice  of  the  majority  in  parliament  ought  to 
prevail  againft  a  minority  of  the  conflituent 
body. 

I  am  fenfible,  how^ever,  that  cafes  may 
occur,  particularly  cafes  of  eledion,  in 
which,  the  commons*  houfe  of  parliament 
may  extend  its  jurifdidion  beyond  the 
bounds  prefcribed  by  reafon  and  the  con- 
ftitution;  in  fuch  I  do  not  hold,  that  the 
aggrieved  eledlors,  even  of  a  lingle  diftrid:, 
can  be  concluded  by  a  parliamentary  vote. 

But  if  doubts  have  arifen,  concerning  the 
obligation  of  an  Individual  in  the  commons* 
houfe  of  parliament,  to  attend  to  the  in- 

flruotions 

« 

the  proper  obje6ls.  It  has,  with  reafon,  been  afTerted, 
that  this  branch  of  the  legiflature,  of  late  years,  has  too 
frequently  aflumed  the  executive  fun^lions  of  govern- 
ment. 
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i^rudions  of  his  immediate  conflituent,  with 
very  little  appearance  of  reafon  can  it  be 
maintained,  that  the  ekdors  or  freeholders 
of  a  fingle  city  or  county  have  a  right  to 
didate  the  line  of  condud:  to  the  crown. 

The  king,  the  houfe  of  lord?,  and  the 
commons  of  this  country,  fairly  and  ade- 
quately reprefented  in  parliament,  are  to  be 
confidered,  with  refped  to  each  other,  as  free 
and  independent :  *  while  the  conflitution 

H  h  2  fubfifts, 

*  It  was  my  Intention,  in  ufing  thefe  ftrong  expref- 
ilons,  to  ii.iprefs  upon  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  an 
important  truth,  the  right  conception  of  which  may 
have  a  confiderable  influence  upon  their  future  con- 
dua. 

By  thefe  exprefllons,  however,  I  would  be  only  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that,  in  cafe  any  one  of  the  three  di- 
viftons  of  the  legiflature  fhould  refufe  to  comply  with 
the  inclinations  of  the  Oiher  two,  or  fhould  even  bedif- 
pofed  to  a6l  in  oppofition  to  them,  the  combined  por- 
tions are  not  invefted,  by  the  conftitution,  with  any 
authority  to  compel  the  diflentient  party  to  a  concur- 
rence with  their  meafures,  or  legally  to  arraign  its  con- 
dua. 

The  proper  rights  and  fumSlions  of  each  of  thefe 
powers,  and  the  paflions  incident  to  human  nature,  when 
placed  in  certain  circumftances,  tend,  however,  to  unite 
them,  on  every  occafion,  where  the  public  good  requires 
their  confenti  and  the  fame  palTions  alio  tend  to  con- 
trol, 
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fubfifls,  they  are  equally  exempt  from  the 
moft  diftant  idea  of  mutual  coercion  and 
control. 

If,  therefore,  all  the  commons  of  England, 
reprefented  in  parliament,  cannot  prefume 
to  didate  to  the  crown,  without  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  rights,  how  flender  muft  be  the 

claim 

trol,  or  moderate,  their  mufiial  anions,  and  eWe£iuz]\f 
to  prevent  their  union;  when  fuch  union  would  obftrudl 
the  general  welfare  of  the  ftate.  I  readily  acknowledge, 
that,  in  this  fenfe,  no  branch  of  the  legiflature  can  be 
confidered  as  free  and  independent.  They  all  are  fub- 
je6led,  equally  with  individuals,  to  thofe  moral  caufes, 
which,  in  the  moft  exalted  ftate  of  political  liberty,  with 
refiftlefs  energy,  though  frequently  filent,  and  unob- 
ferved,  control,  direct  and  modify  the  actions  of  man- 
kind. 

But  I  here  am  fpeaklng  of  the  englifh  conftifution, 
according  to  its  model  of  perfedion,  not  its  prefent 
ftate. 

Let  any  unprejudiced  perfon  confult  the  "  Political 
difquifitions"  of  the  late  excellent  Mr.  Burgh  j  let  him 
attend  to  facts,  which  muft  have  fallen  within  his  proper 
knowledge ;  and  he  may  poflibly  be  inclined  to  doubt, 
whether  an  englifh  houfe  of  commons  is  in  being  at  this 
inftant.  Let  him  turn  his  attention  to  the  rifing  fpirit 
of  this  much  infulted  nation,  and  it  is  poffible  he  may 
conceive,  that  the  prefent  is  the  moment  for  giving  cx- 
iftence  to  fuch  a  body  ;  and  that  this  might  be  effected, 
by  meafures  perfectly  coaflitutional  and  pacific. 
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claim  of  a  fingle  portion  of  the  conflituent 
body  to  fuch  an  high  prerogative  ? 

This  dodrine,  I  truft,  will  not  be  found 
in  the  leaft  to  militate  againfl;  the  acknow- 
ledged right  of  the  people  to  new-model  the 
conftitution,  and  to  punifh,  with  exemplary- 
rigour,  every  perfon,  with  whom  they  have 
intruded  power,  provided,  in  their  opinion, 
he  fliall  be  found  to  have  betrayed  that 
truft, 

I  fpeak  only  of  a  period,  when,  from  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  people,  it  plainly  appears 
to  be  their  will,  that  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, already  eftabliflied,  Ihould  continue  ih 
exigence. 

Widely  diiferent  from  the  prefent,  would 
be  the  nature  of  my  argument,  and  the 
energy  of  my  expreffions,  were  I  treating  of 
that  folemn  hour,  when  the  delegates  of  a 
flate,  chofen  according  to  forms,  which  not 
law  and  cuflom,  but  neceifity  or  expedience 
fhall  prefcribe,  and  affembling  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inquiring  into  the  abufe  of  power, 
fliall  fit  in  awful  judgment  upon  the  traite- 
rous  invaders  of  their  rights.  In  fuch  af- 
fembly  alone,   I  acknowledge  the  fovereign 

H  h  3  power 
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power  to  refide.  To  fuch  alone,  the  tre- 
mendous name  of  majefty  may,  with  pro^ 
priety,  be  attributed.  And,  compared  with 
its  imperial  jurifdidtion,  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  the  fplendi^i  privileges  of  the 
nobles,  and  the  authority  of  the  commons' 
houfe  of  parliament,  either  feparately  con- 
fidered,  or  combined,  are  lefs  than  dqfj:  upon 
the  fcale.  * 

For  the  reafons  above-mentioned,  and 
others  to  which  I  fliall  not  at  prefent  call 
the  attention  of  my  readers,  the  memorable 
petitions  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
anc^  of  other  counties  of  England,  to  the 
crown,  praying  a  dilTolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, appear  tP  have  been  very  ill  calcu- 
lated 

*  Great  advantage  would  be  derived  to  the  commu- 
jiity,  were  our  fellovz-citizens,  of  the  lower  clafies, 
properly  inftrufted  in  the  juft  and  conflitutional  mean- 
ing of  fuch  terms  as  ^he  following,  viz,  majefty,  fub- 
jedt,  fovereign,  republic,  loyalty,  allegiance,  rebellion^ 
ireafon,  praerogative,  king's  bresd,  king's  armies,  my 
people,  &c.  We  neyer  can  expe<5t  tp  behold  a  proper 
exertion  of  the  natural  good  fenfe,  and  fpiritof  the  na- 
tion, until  the  uiiderftnndings,  and  afFe(fiions,  of  all 
orders  of  men,  are  emancipated  from  the  influence  of  the 
falfe  ideas,  v/hich  ignorance,  or  the  art  <.;"  dcfigning 
politicians,  have  annexed  to  thcie  expre/Hons, 
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lated  to  produce  any  falutary  efFed.  To 
what  purpofe  was  it  to  prefer  an  ungrateful 
petition  to  a  power,  which  you  could  not 
legally  coerce  ?  Men  poflefTed  of  power  are 
not  difpofed  to  part  with  it,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  the  perfons,  who  have  declared 
themfelves  injured  by  its  exertion.  Such 
mode  of  feeking  redrefs  rather  tends  to  per- 
petuate the  grievances,  of  which  we  com- 
plain. It  cannot  be  conftrued  a  breach  of 
privilege  to  aflert,  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons of  that  day  was  an  engine  of  oppref- 
fion,  worked  by  that  very  power,  from  which 
it  was  requeiled  the  deftrudlion  of  it  fhould 
proceed.* 

H  h  4  Whether 

*  Thefe  rcmonftpances  of  the  poupties,  fo  far  as  they 
were  declarations  of  the  opinion  of  the  petitioning  par- 
ties, refpedling  the  tranfadiion  here  alluded  to,  were  per- 
fectly conftitutionalo  The  error  conflfted  in  requefting 
or  expecting,  as  matters  were  then  circumftanced,  that 
the  crown  would  interfere  in  the  difpute.  There  is  a 
difference  between  an  obligation  ftriCtly  moral,  and  an 
obligation  eftablifhed  by  thefan£lio|is  of  municipal  law. 
There  is  alfo  a  difference  between  being  obliged  to  re- 
ceive a  petition,  and  being  obliged  to  cp.mply  with  its 
prayer. 

Whenever  it  is  in  contemplatioii,  to  offer  ^  petition 

t« 
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VVhether  the  fame  objedtlons  can  reafon- 
ably  be  urged  againft  the  follov/ing  meafures, 
the  wifdom  of  your  alTembly  muft  decide. 
I  will  flate  my  idea  with  all  the  brevity  and 
precifion  in  my  power. 

As  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  other 
counties  will  foon  follow  your  laudable  ex- 
ample, in  appointing  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  and  fupporting  the  free- 
dom of  eledion,  it  might  not  be  improper 
for  the  county,  which  fets  the  glorious  ex- 
ample, to  draw  the  outlines  of  a  regular 
plan,  in  which  all  the  counties,  that  may 
hereafter  be  difpofed  to  purfue  a  limilar  line 
of  condud:,  may  concur. 

With  a  view  of  facilitating  the  execution 
of  any  important  meafure,    hereafter  to  be 

adopted, 

to  a  power,  of  whofe  friendly  difpofitlon  a  doubt  is  en- 
tertained, the  petitioning  parties  fhould  always  alk 
themfelves  the  following  queflion,  viz.  fuppofing  our 
Tuit  ftiould  be  rejected,  or  paired  over  without  notice,  is 
it  in  our  power  to  manifcft  fuch  refentment,  as  may  in- 
duce the  rejeilers  to  pay  greater  attention  to  a  fecond 
application.  If  the  parties  petitioned  apprehend,  that 
the  fupplicants  are  poflefled  of  fuch  a  power,  they  will, 
in  all  probability,  attend  even  to  the  firft  requeft. 

The  condu<51:  of  the  englilh  rniniftcr  to  a  fifter  king- 
dom wiil  afibrd  a  comment  to  this  do'ilrine. 
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adopted,  it  would  be  expedient  to  inftitute 
a  o-eneral  eftimate  of  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants,  contained  in  the  feveral  counties, 
cities,  and  principal  manufaduring  towns  in 
this  kingdom ;  and  from  thence  to  form  a 
calculation  of  the  number  of  deputies,  which 
ought  to  be  fent  by  each,  provided  it  Hiould 
be  thought  requifite  for  them  to  confer  upon 
the  proper  meafures  for  carrying  their  refo- 
lutions  into  effe6l. 

As  foon  as  thefe  numbers  are  afcertaincd, 
let  the  idea  be  communicated  to  the  ap- 
proved friends  of  liberty  in  other  counties, 
and  let  it  be  fubmitted  to  their  judgment, 
whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  efta- 
blifh  ftanding  committees,  and  to  have  re- 
fpeit  to  the  aforefaid  calculation,  in  their 
appointment.  For  infiance  ;  if  the  Middle- 
fex  committee  fhould  confift  of  (thirty) 
members,  the  ftanding  committee  of  York- 
shire, Norfolk,  Hampfliire,  Huntingdon- 
fliire,  &e.  fhould  confift  of  a  number,  pro- 
portioned to  the  population  of  thofe  coun- 
ties. 

It  will  doubtlefs  appear  an  advifable 
meafiire,    after   fuch   ftanding    committees 

have 


have  been  eftablilhed,  that  they  fhould  com* 
municate,  from  time  to  time,  with  each 
other,  by  their  chairmen  or  fecretaries,  and, 
by  their  joint  and  feparate  influence,  endea- 
vour to  induce  other  counties  to  follow  their 
example  j  but  it  would,  by  no  means,  be 
expedient  for  them,  to  afTociate  in  the  pro- 
fecutionof  any  invariable  plan,  until  it  fliall 
appear,  that  a  majority  of  the  kingdom  fhall 
be  willing  to  concur  in  one  deilgn. 

When  this  moment  is  arrived,  the  com- 
mittees of  each  county  may  depute  a  propor- 
tionate number  of  their  body,  to  confer  upon 
a  proper  form  of  remonftrance  to  the  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament  j  in  which  may 
be  fet  forth  the  grievance,  the  nature  of  the 
expeded  redrefs,  with  a  fubjolned  demand 
of  fuch  redrefs,  within  a  limited  time. 

It  may,  in  the  laft  place,  appear  expe- 
dient, after  a  form  of  remonftrance  has  been 
approved  by  the  committees,  that  it  fhould 
be  properly  authenticated,  as  the  public  act 
of  the  combined  counties.  It  would  then 
be  ready  for  prefentation  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  according  to  fuch  folemnities,  and 
with  fuch  attendance,  as  the  laws  may  au- 

thorizej 
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thorize,  and  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl* 
matter  demand. 

The  objection  that  lay  agalnft  the  idea  of 
a  lingle  county  petitioning  parliament,  or 
of  all  the  counties  in  fucceffion,  would  here 
have  no  place.  The  counties,  thus  remon- 
^rating  in  combination,  might  juftly  alTume 
a  very  different  tone  from  the  fame  counties 
without  fuch  conne^Hion.  The  command 
would  proceed  from  the  principal  to  the  de- 
legate, from  the  mafter  to  the  fervant,  againft 
whom  may  be  iffued  an  immediate  revocation 
of  all  difcretionary  pijwers,  the  moment  it 
is  perceived,  that  the  concerns  of  the  prin- 
cipal are  likely  to  fuffer,  through  the  want 
of  honefty,  or  ability,  in  the  perfon  he  em- 
ploys. 

The  former  plea  of  the  delegate,  that  he 
is  a  reprefentative  of  the  community  at 
large,  may  be  urged  againfl  him,  for  here 
the  community  at  large  requires  his  com- 
pliance. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  conlidered,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  commons  fit,  not  in  their 
own  right,  (like  the  king  and  nobles)  but 
as  proxies  for  others ;  and  the  proxy  ought, 

in 
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in  all  reafon,  to  be  regarded  as  annihilated, 
when  the  voice  of  the  principal  fhall  be  thus 
diftindtly  heard. 

The  king,  the  hereditary  nobility,  and  the 
commons,  form  the  conftitutional  legiflature 
of  this  country.  The  particular  manner, 
in  which  the  latter  give  their  voice,  is  a 
fubordinate  confideration.  If  they  could 
affemble  in  perfon  for  this  purpofe,  as  was 
the  cafe  at  Athens,  and  at  Rome,  the  highefl 
refpe6t  would  be  due  to  fuch  tranfcendent 
authority  :  but  as  fuch  mode  is  liable  to  very 
forcible  objetflions,  and  indeed  would  be  im- 
pra6licable,  the  proper  expedient  is  an  equal 
and  adequate  reprefentation  ;  and  in  fuch  a 
reprefentative,  whether  it  be  convoked  by 
ordinary  or  extraordinary  forms,  I  appre- 
hend every  power  and  privilege,  with  which 
a  commons'  houfe  of  parliament  can  be  in- 
vefted,  do  fubflantially  refide.* 

But 

*  It  is  the  proper  end  and  aim  of  reprefentation,  that 
the  interefts  of  all  claffcs  and  defcriptions  of  men  fhould, 
without  refpecl  of  parties,  be  effedliually  confulted,  in 
the  public  ordinances  of  the  nation.  Whether  tbefe  in- 
terefts  may  be  beft  fecured,  by  attending  to  property, 
or  to  numbers,  is  a  fubjedl  deferving  of  the  nr.oft  feri- 
ous  attention. 

It 
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But  let  us  imagine,  for  a  moment,  that 
an  authority,  thus  refpedtable,  on  account 
of  property  and  numbers,  fhould  not  in  this 
inftance  be  obeyed. 

The  perfons,  delegated  by  the  committees 
to  carry  this  mandate  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, report  to  the  bodies  which  deputed 
them,    the  event  of  their  remonftrance. 

The  committees  affemble  the  counties, 
and  make  a  report  of  their  proceedings. 

Under    thefe    circumftances,    perfons    of 
charader  and  influence   may   arife  in  each 

coi^nty 

It  has  been  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  that  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  extend  the  eleftion  franchife  to  the  lower 
orders  of  fociety,  and  that  greater  diforders,  than  what 
we  already  experience,  would  enfue  from  fuch  indul- 
gence. Others,  with  greater  appearance  of  reafon, 
aflert,  that  thefe  diforders  a<51:ual]y  arife  in  confequence 
of  the  fubtraftion  of  thofe  political  rights  to  which  every 
englishman  is  entitled,  and  certain  defeds  in  the  mode 
of  conducing  ele£lions,  which  a  few  plain  and  fimpls 
regulations  would  remove. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers,  who  are  defirous  of 
Information  with  refpecl  both  to  the  matter  of  right  and 
expediency,  to  the  various  publications  of  major  Cart- 
wright,  Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  North- 
cote,  who  have  '  unfolded  the  nature  of  the  eledliive 
franchife,  and  defended  the  claim  of  every  citizen  to 
its  enjoyment,  with  the  ..itmoft  perfpicuity,  and  unan- 
fwerablc  ftreng'ch  of  ar^iument. 
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tounty  aflembly,  and  propofe  the  eledllon  o£ 
a  new  committee,  formed  upon  the  fame 
principles,  but  intruded  with  more  impor- 
tant powers  :  *  it  may  alfo  be  expedient  to 
recommend  a  general  aflbciation  of  the  coun- 
ty, by  the  terms  of  which,  the  parties  lay 
themfelves  under  a  folemn  obligation,  as 
men  of  honour,  and  friends  of  their  country, 
to  agree  to,  and  fupport,  every  conftitu- 
tional  meafure,  which  the  major  part  of  the 
committees  (hall  think  it  expedient  to  pro- 
pofe, 

*  A  propofition,  exprefllve  of  this  idea,  might  be 
conceived  in  the  following  terms. 

*'  That  it  is  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  or 
county,  that  (  )  perfons  be  appointed  a  committee  for 
the  purpofe  of  deliberating  with  the  committees  of  lilce- 
difpofed  cities  or  counties,  upon  the  ftate  of  the  repre- 
fentation  ;  that  the  members  of  this  committee  be  here- 
by authorized  to  exercife  all  fuch  powers,  as  by  imme- 
morial ufage  do  belong  to  the  members  of  the  commons* 
houfe  of  parliament ;  that  they  be  alfo  invefted  with 
the  further  power  of  aflenting,  in  ccnjundion  with  the 
king  and  hereditary  nobility,  to  fuch  regulations,  as 
may  be  propofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablilhing  an  equal 
and  univerfal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  in  feffional 
parliaments,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  conftitution  and 
cuftoms  of  this  realm  ;  and,  laftly,  that  this  commiflion 
ihall  terminate  at  the  expiration  of  (         )  months.'* 
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pofe,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  an  effec- 
tual redrefs. 

The  attention  of  the  people  will  thus  at 
length  he  excited  ;  they  will  fee  before  them 
a  fet  of  men  who  are  guiltlefs  of  the  charge 
©f  having  betrayed  the  moft  important  of  all 
trufts ;  an  intire  confidence  will  be  repofed 
in  them  by  their  conftituents ;  and  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  this  confidence  will  give  ad- 
ditional vigour  to  every  refolution.  Mea- 
fures,  didlated  by  patriotifm,  direcfled  by 
prudence,  and  fupported  by  a  fterner  fpirit 
of  perfeverance,  than  hath  hitherto  been 
manifefted,  will  be  the  unavoidable  refult. 
What  meafur-es  may  be  proper  to  be  adopted, 
circumftances,  with  which  every  future  hour 
will  be  pregnant,  mufl  determine.  I  will 
not  prefume,  even  in  idea,  to  anticipate, 
what  may  be  thought  expedient  by  the  con- 
centrated wifdom  of  an  enlightened  people. 

I  am,  however,  of  opinion,  that  if  fuch 
combined  aliembliesfhould,  infolemn  coun- 
cil, declare,  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
mons was  difTolved,  fuch  declaration  would 
be  truly  conuit'itional ;    and   that  the   re- 

quifite 
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qulfite  power  would  not  be  wanting  to  give 
validity  to  the  decree. 

I  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  whatever  regu- 
lations, refpefting  the  mode  of  eleding  re- 
prefentatives,  and  the  forms  of  convoking 
future  parliaments  in  this  kingdom,  might 
be  agreed  upon  in  fuch  convention,  and 
fhould  afterwards  be  alien  ted  to  by  the 
nobles  and  the  king,  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  conftitutional  ordinances  of  the  fovereign 
power,  until  they  are  repealed  by  a  fimilar 
authority  j  and  that  the  adts  of  every  future 
parliament,  convoked  in  conformity  to  the 
regulations  thus  eftabli(hed,  would  have  all 
the  authority  of  law.* 

According 

*  The  celebrated  Junius,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes, 
(vol.  ii.  p.  353-)  exprefies  his  doubts,  whether  the 
disfranchifing  the  boroughs,  could,  "  de  jure,"  be  ef- 
fedled  by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature,  upon  the  general 
ground  of  improving  the  conftitution.  He  demands, 
by  what  kind  of  reafoning  it  can  be  proved,  that  there 
i§  a  power  vefted  in  the  reprefentative,  to  deftroy  its 
immediate  conftituent  ? 

The  principles  advanced,  and,  I  truft,  eftabllflied, 
in  this  trad,  will  afford  a  fatisfaclory  folution  of  this 
difficulty.  They  will,  I  hope,  enable  every  reader  to 
difcern,  that  thofe  important  and  necefiary  regulations, 
which  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons  may  have  neither 

the 
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'  According:  to  this  idea,  no  unconftitu-' 
tional  coercion  v/ould  be  exerted  ap-ainft  the 
remaining  branches  of  the  legiflature  ;*  each 
v/ould  pofiels  its  proper  independency,  and 
freedom  from  external  conftraint  -,  but  would 
perhaps  perceive  it  t©  be  prudent  to  comply 
with  the  temperate  claims,  and  widies  of 
the  commons.  No  other  expedient  would 
be  necefl'ary  than  the  v.'ithholding  of  the 
fupplies. 

Thus  might,  at  length,  be  obtained  the 
bleffing  of  an  equal,  annual,  and  univerfal 
reprefentation   of  the   commons  :  the  only 

effedual 

the  power,  nor  the  difpofition  to  enacl,  can,  beyond 
all  controverfy,  be  eftablifiied,  by  the  parairiount  au- 
thority of  an  equal  and  adequate  reprefentative,  elecced 
by  the  luiFrages  of  all  the  commons  of  England,  for 
the  very  purpofe  in  quellion. 

*  It  may  reafonably  be  prefumcd,  that  the  propofed 
meafures  would  be  fupported  by  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  hereditary  nobility  of  this  kingdom ;  as  every 
dirfiinution  of  the  prefent  enormous  influence  of  the 
^Crown,  tends  to  reflore,  to  that  illuftrious  order  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  its  proper  dignity  and  conftitutional 
importance. 

IL  I  i 
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efTe^flual  remedy  for  the  increafing  diforders 
of  our  diftempered  ftate.* 

Thus, 

*  It  lies  not  within  the  powers  of  my  feeble  pen,  to 
defcribe,  in  adequate  language,  the  various  good  effedls, 
that,  in  all  probability,  would  be  derived  from  this 
fource.  One  particularly  ftrikes  me  at  this  moment, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  fufficiently  confidered  ; 
and,  as  its  object  is  improvement  in  virtue,  I  hope  the 
friends  of  virtue  will  attend  to  it. 

As  matters  are  circumftanced  at  prefent,  the  number 
of  perfons  is  comparatively  fmall,  who  can  reafonably 
expedl  to  obtain  a  feat  in  that  aiTembly,  which,  if  formed 
according  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  would  be  one 
of  the  moft  refpedable  afTemblies  upon  earth.  But,  were 
the  duration  of  parliaments  abridged ;  the  eledtion  of 
members  lefs  open  to  undue  influence  ;  and  apian  of  ro- 
tation and  equal  reprefentation  eftablilhed,  many  youths 
of  fpirit  and  ability,  animated  by  the  profpcdl:  of  the  flat- 
tering diftinction,  to  which  the  free  unbiaffed  voice  of 
their  fellow  citizens  might  raife  them,  would  learn  to 
difdain  each  meaner  gratification,  and  feel  within  them 
fentiments,  rifmg  relponfive  to  the  voice  of  virtue,  and 
of  that  honeft  fame,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  poet, 
*'  Carmine  gratior,  aurem  occupat  humanam." 

I  truft  there  is  more  than  one  illuftrious  fcnator,  who 
fully  can  comprehend  my  meaning,  and  whofe  future 
rectitude  of  condudl:  will  verify  my  words. 

What  the  incomparable  Beccaria  fays  of  an  enflaved 
people  in  general,  holds  true  alfo  with  refpcfl:  to  thofej 
who  find  themfclves  excluded  from  bearing  a  part  in 
framing  the  laws,  and  directing  the  public  counfels  of 

their 
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Thus,  the  fabric  of  government,  reared 
by  our  anceftors,  at  the  expenfe  of  fo  much 
labour  and  blood,  would  appear  in  finiHied 
beauty  ;  and  the  popular  pillar  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  thus  fet  upon  its  proper  bafis, 
would  give  fecurity  and  permanency  to  the 
whole.* 

I  i  2  I  have 

their  country.  *'  Gliu  omini  fchiavi  fonopiu  voluttuofi, 
plu  libertini,  piu  crudeli  degli  uomini  liberi.  Qiiefti 
meditano  fulle  fclenze,  meditano  fugrinterefli  della  Na- 
zione,  veggono  grandi  oggetti,  e  gl'imitano  ;  ma  quegli 
content!  del  giorno  prefente  cercano  fra  lo  ftrepito  del 
libertinaggio  una  diftrazione  daH'annientamento,  in 
cui  ft  veggono." 

Beccaria  del  Delitti  e  delle  Pene,  p.   igo. 

I 

*  The  idea  of  an  equal  and  adequate  reprefentation 
was,  feveral  years  ago,  propofed,  and  ably  fupported, 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  that  intelligent  and  in- 
flexible affertor  of  englifli  liberties,  Mr.  Wilkes.  And, 
in  the  beginning  of  June  1 780,  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
to  his  immortal  honour,  propofed  a  bill  for  the  eftabliili- 
ment  of  an  equal  reprefentjition  of  the  commons  in  an- 
nual parliaments,  and  the  reftitution  of  the  right  of 
fufFrage  to  thofe  numerous  claffes  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
who,  at  various  times,  and  on  various  pretences,  have 
been  deprived  of  this  their  beft  inheritance,  and  mofc  ef- 
feftual  fecurity  againft  the  reftlefs  machinations  of  def- 
potic  power. 

Were    the   mcafure   now  adopted,  a  foederal  union 

With 
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I  have  much  to  urge  in  confirmation  of 
my  opinion;  I  am  aware  of  objedions  -,  and  I 
am  not  unprepared  to  reply  to  them.    But  I 

mean 

with  the  american  ftates,  productive  of  the  greatefi:  com- 
mercial, as  v/ell  as  other  political  advantages,  would 
probably  take  place;  and  this,  perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant 
period.  Amidft  the  prefent  diforders  of  our  diftempered 
ftate,  they  may  poflibly  efteem  it  dangerous  to  be  con- 
jiefted  with  a  nation,   fo  nearly  allied  to  perdition. 

The  arts,  that  have  been  ufed  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  England,  againft  their  brethren  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  have  hitherto  proved  but  too 
fuccefsful.  I  truft,  however,  they  now  begin  to  fail ; 
and  that  a  temper,  more  becoming  the  ancient  generoflty 
and  humanity  of  our  nation,  and  more  congenial  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  religion  we  profefs,  will  actuate  our 
counfels.  The  great,  the  good  Dr.  Price  has  fo  ably 
touched  this  fubject,  that  it  would  be  prefumption  in 
me  to  add  any  further  reflections  of  my  own.  To  his 
found  and  catholic  do6lrine,  I  fubfcribe  with  heart 
and  hand. 

The  principal  ideas,  contained  in  the  plan  now  pro- 
pofed,  have  long  been  prefent  to  the  mind  of  the  writer. 
Strongly  impreffed  with  the  perfuafion,  that  an  englifli 
houfe  of  commons,  in  order  to  its  anfwering,  in  any 
degree,  the  purpofes  of  its  inftitution,  ought  to  be  a  real 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  he  fuggefted  to  fir  George 
Saville  his  fentiments,  refpefting  the  neceflity  and  the 
pradticability  of  a  reformation,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1776;  communicating  what  is  now  made  public,  to  that 
excellent  citizen,  in  two  private^  letters,  under  the 
fignature  of  *'  Salus  publics,"  originally  annexed  to 
this  addrcfs. 


(     48s     ) 

niean  not  to  trefpafs  any  further  on  your  pa- 
tience. I  lubmit  this  general  llcetch  of  mv 
prefent  fentiments,  with  deference,  to  a  fet 
of  gentlemen,  who,  I  trull:,  underftand  the 
rights  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  have 
already  manifefled  a  becoming  fpirit  in  their 
fupport. 

The  leading  principles  of  my  idea  may  be 
recapitulated  in  the  following  words. 

Alarmed,  when  I  recollect  the  fate  of 
former  remonflrances  in  favour  of  the  in- 
jured rights  of  election  ;*  I  would  fugged 
to  my  fellow  citizens,  that,  although  pe- 
titions from  a  majority  of  the  counties,  when 
ading  lingle  or  unconnected,  might  be  re- 
jecfted,  greater  refpedt  would  be  paid  to  the 
remonftrance  of  the  fame  counties  combined. 
As  the  voice  of  fuch  majority  would,  ftridtly 
fpeaking,  be  the  voice  of  the  commons  of 
this   country, 

I  would  alfo  imprefs  my  countrymen  with 
a  perfuafion,  that  if  they  wi(h  to  effed:  their 
political  falvation,  it  will  be  neceifary  for 
them  {leadily  to  keep  in  view  fome  one  con- 

I  j  3  ftitutional 

*  Ita  tlum  finguli  pugnantj  univerfi  vincuntur.  Tacit* 
Agric. 
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fiitutional  point,  clear,  dill:in<5t,  and  com- 
prehenfive  in  its  nature  ;  exprelTed  in  terms, 
adapted  to  the  underftandings  of  all  orders 
of  men;  fuch  as  the  intelligent  and  the 
virtuous  of  all  parties  will  approve  ;  and 
which,  if  attained,  will  not  only  render  us 
an  happy  and  an  united  people,  but  enfurc 
the  enjoyment  of  every  national  advantage 
to  our  lateft  pofterity.* 

Meafures 

•  The  fingle  mcafure,  which,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
would  correfpond,  in  every  particular,  to  the  charac- 
teriftics  above  recited,  is  the  eftablifhment  of  a  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament,  in  cxadi  conformity  to  the 
primaeval  principles  of  theconftitution  of  thiscountry.f 
Unlefs  the  independency  of  this  divifion  of  the  legifla- 
ture  be  maintained,  its  exigence  can  be  but  of  little 
confequence  to  the  people.  It  is  furely  a  reafonable  wifti, 
and  it  ought  to  be  the  wifh  of  every  englifhman,  that 
the  commons  of  this  country  may  have  their  interefts 
and  inclinations  confuted,  and  attended  to,  in  their 
OWN   HOUSE.    In  fuch  circumftances,  it  would  never 

be 

-  ■     I  I       _  —  - -       

t  It  is  a  fatisfaftion  to  me  to  reflect,  that  I  am  fup- 
ported,  with  refpecl  to  the  principal  doctrines  avowed 
in  the  preceding  pages,  by  the  following  very  refpectable 
authorities. 

"  By  the  common  law,  all  freemen  of  England  had 
a  voice  in  the  election  of  thefe  knights,   within  the 

counties 
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Meafures  of  cxtenfive  utility  are  generally 
plain  and  fimple,  and  immediately  approve 
themfelves  to  the  general  fenfe  of  mankind ; 
with  refped:  to  fuch,  therefore,  unanimity 
may  be  expedted, 

I  i  4  It 

be  in  the  power  of  an  abandoned  adminiftration,  with 
its  dependent  tribes  of  placemen,  penfioners  and  con- 
tradtors,  to  riot  unreflrained  in  the  public  plunde;*  ; 
facrificing,  with  unbounding  prodigality,  at  the  fhrine 
of  defpotifm,  the  refources  of  the  prefent  generation, 
and  the  juft  inheritance  of  millions  yet  unborn  ;  while 
difcontent,  diftrefs,  and  difgrace  prevail,  in  every  part 
of  this  once  glorious,  happy  and  extenfive  empire  :  or, 
to  fum  up,  in  a  few  v/ords,  what  would  require  many 
volumes  in  the  detail,  it  would  follow  as  a  confequence 
in  immediate  connexion,  that  the  public  would  forever 
be   fecured,    againft  the  treachery  and   infults   of   its 

OWN    SERVANTS. 

counties  where  they  dwelt;  but  now,  by  thefe  ftatutes 

of  8th  Hen.  vi.  and  loth  Hen.  vi.   they  are  reftrained 

to  fuch  as  have  40s.    freehold   per  annum  within  the 

county^" 

Dalton's  SherifF,  p.  334. 

Weftminfter  committee,  Mar^h  20,  1780. 
Refolved,  "   That   annual    parliaments  are  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  people  of  England,  and  that  the  a6k 
which  prolonged  their  duration  was  fubverfive  of  the 
conftitution,  ajid  a  violation,  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 

fentatives. 
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It  is  alfo  to  be  confidered,  that  the  "fame 
■legal  exertion  of  fpirit,  which,  under  the 
guidance  of  wifdom  and  moderation,  would 
■eftabhfla  one  point  of  comparatively  fmall 
confequence,  would  fecure  to  us  the  polTef- 

lion 

fentatives,  of  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 
.coiiftituents. 

Refolved,  "  That  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  rcprefen- 
tation  of  this  country  is  inadequate  to  the  object,  and  a 
departure  nom  the  iirfl  principles  of  the  conftitution." 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  city  of  Weftminller, 

April  6,  1780. 
Refolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  people  of  England  have,  and  alv/ays  had,  a 
clear,  unalienable,  indefeafible  right  to  an  annual 
election  of  their  reprefentatives,  as  well  as  to  an  ade- 
quate and  equal  reprefentation,  founded  upon  ftronger 
grounds  than  that  of  any  a6t  or  ad^s  of  parliament,  and 
that  the  attainment  of  thefe  conilitutional  important 
objecSIs,  is  the  mofl:  effecl:ual  expedient  for  refloring  and 
fecuring  the  independence  of  parliament." 

Council-chamber,  Guildhall,  April  7,  1780. 

*'  The  noble  and  manly  proof  which  your  lordfhip 
has  given,  in  your  letter  to  the  county  of  Wilts,  of  your 
decided  concurrence  in  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  fliort  parliaments,  and  the  neceffity  of  a  more 
equal  reprefentation,  cannot  but  increafe  our  regard, 
cfteem,  and  confidence  j  and  your  lordfhip,  in  your  fur- 
ther 
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fion  of  the  mofi  important,-  beyond  the  in- 
.£uence  of  time  and  chance. 

That  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  their 
country,  fnould  communicate  with  each 
other,  and,  in  all  their  refolutions,  Hiould 

look 

ther  profecutlon  of  thofe  great  conftitutional  objedls, 
•may  depend  on  the  moft  firm  and  determined  fupport 
from  the  city  of  London." — Extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
common-council  of  the  city  of  London  to  the  earl  of 
Shelburne. 

Weftminfter  committee,  Jane  13,  1780. 
Refolved,  *'  That  the  thanks  of  this  committee  be 
given  to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  for  his  late  motion  in 
favour  of  an  annual,  equal,  and  univerfal  reprefentation 
of  the  commons ;  a  meafure,  which  is  founded  on  the 
broad  bafis  cf  conftitutional  liberty,  and  the  common 
rights  of  mankind  ;  and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  be  immediately  productive  of  that  parlia- 
mentary freedom  and  independency,  which  it  isthepur- 
pofe  of  our  aflbciation  to  promote." 

Surry  committee,  Nov.  11,  and  Weilminfter  committee, 

Nov.  17,  1780. 
Refolved,  "  That  the  voice  of  the  commons  of  En?- 
land  is  no  lefs  necefhiry  for  every  legidative  purpofe, 
than  that  of  either  the  fovereign  or  the  lords  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  people  claim  it,  as  their  juft  and  inherer.t 
privilege,  to  corretl  the  abufes  of  reprefentation,  when- 
ever fuch  abufes  fhall  have  fo  incrcafed,-  as  to  rob  them 
of  their^  conftiti^tionaj  iliare  in  their  own  government." 

At 
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look  forward  to  futurity;  appear  to  me  to 
be  maxims,  flrongly  fuggefted  by  the  com- 
plexion of  the  times. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that,  when  the  times 
of  dillreis,  long  predided,  fhall  arrive,  the 
requifite  temper  and  prudence  may  be  want- 
ing for  the  conception  of  fuch  fchemes,  as 
may  be  necelTary  for  the  falvation  of  our 
country.  But  a  plan  may  be  propofed,  may 
be  deliberated  upon,  and  in  part  ailented  to, 
in  that  hour  of  tranquility  which  precedes 
the  florm. 

At  a  full  meeting  of  the  grand  jury,  gentlemen,  and 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Gal  way,  March  31, 
1782. 

Refolved,  "  That  when  we  daily  fee  the  mandate  of 
the  minifter  fuperfede  all  convidlion  in  debate;  w'hen 
placed  and  penfioned  members  of  parliament  notorioufly 
fupport  in  public,  meafures,  which  they  condemn  in 
private;  when  the  hirelings  of  corruption  avow,  and 
government  has  exemplified  in  recent  inftances  of  diftin- 
gulfhed  public  charafters,  that  to  vote  according  to  con- 
fcience,  amounts  to  a  difqualification  to  hold  any  office 
in  the  fervice  of  our  country,  it  is  time,  for  the  people 
to  look  to  themfelves,  and  in  great  national  queftions  to 
affert  their  right  to  controi  thofe,  who  owe  their  political 
exiftence  to  their  breath,  and  may  be  annihilated  by 
their  difpleafure, 
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\ 

SIR, 

The  delegation  being  clofed,  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  its  members,  upon  faturday  the 
twenty-firfl  ult.  I  think  it  now  incumbent 
upon  me  to  explain  the  principles,  upon 
which  I  conducted  myfelf  in  the  difcharge 
of  an  office,  to  which  the  partiality  of  your- 
felf,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Hun- 
tingdonfhire  committee,  had  a  fecond  time 
appointed  me. 

Although  I  v/as  perfuaded,  that  an  houfe 
of  commons,  conllituted  as  the  prefent, 
would  never  be  induced,  by  the  fupplications 
of  the  people,  to  take  an  adtive  part  in  di- 
minifliing  the  influence  of  the  crown,  yet 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  concur  in  an  ap- 
plication to  that  purpofe  ^  perceiving  it  to 

be 
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be  the  general  opinion  of  the  delegates,  that 
fuch  application  fhould  take  the  lead  of 
what,  I  own,  has  always  appeared  to  me  the 
moft  eligible  plan  of  reformation :  I  mean 
that  fubfiantial  reform  in  the  reprefentative 
body,  which,  in  the  higheO:  degree,  it  con- 
cerns the  people  to  advert  to;  a  reform, 
more  pradicable  than  is  generally  appre- 
hended, and  which,  in  my  underftanding, 
fuggefts  the  only  hope  of  political  falvation. 

I  mufl:  confefs,  it  was  with  reluctance  I 
confented  to  the  idea  of  keeping  out  of  fight 
our  delegated  characfler  in  the  title  of  the 
petition,  lately  prefented  to  the  commons* 
houfe  of  parliament.  It  was  with  equal  re- 
luctance I  confented  to  wave  the  infertion  of 
Ibme  other  circumftances,  refpeding  the 
finance  of  this  country,  which  feemed  to  me 
to  call  more  loudly  for  parliamentary  repre- 
henfion,  than  any  hitherto  noticed  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people. 

It  was  alfo  %vith  difficulty,  I  perfuaded 
myfelf  to  adopt  a  ftile,  in  my  idea  too  hum- 
ble for  fuch  an  occalion,  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
fervants  of  the  people ;  to  a  body  of  men,  of 
whom  I  verily  believed  the  majority  had  al- 

readv. 
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ready,  in  the  fliort  period  that  hath  elapfed 
fmce  their  eledion,  more  than  once  mani- 
felled  an  utter  disregard  to  the  interefts  of 
their  conflituents. 

Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  imprefHons, 
I  declared  my  fentiments  with  that  freedom 
which  became  your  delegate;  but  I  refiecfted, 
that  if  unanimity  was  ever  defirable,  it  was 
peculiarly  fo  at  the  outfet  of  our  undertak- 
ing. I  therefore  acquiefced  in  the  idea  of 
petitioning  as  a  freeholder  of  your  county^ 
and  conceded  to  the  general  wiih  of  abiding 
by  a  form,  which,  it  was  urged,  had  already 
received  the  fandtion  of  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  community. 

It  was  with  heartfelt  pleafure  that  I  was 
witnefs  to  the  well-informed  zeal,  with 
which  the  worthy  deputies  of  Yorkfliire 
opened  and  fupported  the  plan  of  parliamen- 
tary reformation,  announced  in  the  addrefs 
of  their  committee,  and  that  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifm,  with  which  their  idea  was  gene- 
rally adopted  by  the  afTembly. 

To  the  iiril  part  of  that  plan,  which  pro- 
pofed  the  addition  of  at  lead  one  hundred 
members,  to  be   chofea  in  due   proportion 

in 
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in  the  Teveral  counties  of  this  kingdom,  I 
gave  my  concurrence  ;  being  inclined  to 
hope,  that  fuch  an  inftitution,  which  had 
ah^eady  been  approved  by  many  of  the  affo- 
ciated  counties,  might  be  falutary  in  its 
confequences ;  and  not  inconfillent  with 
thofe  more  enlarged  fchemes  of  reformation, 
which  I  truil  the  fpirit  and  good  fenfe  of 
the  englifh  nation  will  hereafter  carry  into 
effect. * 

But,  in  order  that  my  fubfequent  con- 
du6l  may  appear  in  its  proper  point  of  view, 
I  requeft  the  indulgent  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  following  confiderations : 

It  feemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of 
the  delegates,  that  parliamentary  freedom 
and  independence  might  be  reilored  by  afi 
improved  arrangement  of  the  prefent  elec- 
tors of  this  kingdom.  I  did  not,  therefore, 
controvert  the  idea  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufi- 
nefs ;  I  concuircd  with  them  in  pradice  as 
far  as  they  went ;  but  my  theory  led  me  to 
more  extennve  conclufions. 

I  con- 

[  *  The  author  afterwards  altered  his  opinion  on  this 
propofal;  as  may  be  fecn  in  his  fiift  "  Letter  to  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ireland,"  in  the  following  part  of  this  vo- 
lume, j 
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■  I  conlidered  that  the  pcrfons,  who  at 
prefent  exercife  the  power  of  election,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  England,  might  be 
dillributed  into  three  clafies.*" 

In  the  firil  clafs  would  be  contained  thofe 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdom,  who  poiTefs 
freeholds  to  the  amount  of  forty  fhillings  a 
year  and  upwards,  fappofed  to  be  in  number 
130,000,  and  elecfling  ninety-two  members 
to  ferve  for  fifty- two  counties. 

The  fecond  clafs  would  comprehend 
43,000  citizens,  freemen,  and  others,  who 
eledl  fifty-two  mem.bers  for  twenty- three 
cities  and  two  univerfities. 

In  the  third  or  laft  clafs  would  be  found 
41,000  eledlors,  who  choofc  369  members 
for  192  towns  and  boroughs. 

It  was  propofcd  by  the  deputies  of  York- 
fhire,  that  the  members  eleded  by  the 
130,000  freeholders  fliould  amount  at  the 
leafi:  to  192. 

As  a  further  barrier  agalnft  undue  influ- 
ence, I  propofed  that  one  hundred  fliouId  be 

fub  traded 

*  Report  of  the  Weilminrter  fub- committee,  dated 
March  19,  J  7 80, 

il-  JC  k 
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fubtraded  from  the  369  burgelles,  chofen  at 
prefent  by  the  41,000  eledlors,  in  order  that 
the  fum  total  of  the  members  eleded  by  the 
prefent  freeholders,  citizens,  freemen,  bur- 
gelTes,  and  other  eledors  of  England,  might 
remain  the  fame  as  before. 

The  motion  was  not  fupported ;  the  rea- 
fons  that  induced  me  to  propofe  this  altera- 
tion are  as  follows  : 

In  the  iirft  place,  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  already  fufficiently 
numerous  for  all  the  purpofes  of  its  inflitu- 
tion.  In  the  happiefl  periods  of  our  hiftory 
its  number  was  far  inferior  to  what  it  is  at 
prefent :  and  it  has  been  ably  obferved,  that 
with  the  increafe  of  its  members  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  increafed  the  national  de- 
pravity, and  the  expenfe  of  the  public  3* 
unlefs,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  meafures  wxre 
embraced,  as,  by  fubjeding  the  reprefenta- 

tive 

*  The  refolution,  afcually  alTonted  to  by  the  delega- 
tion, propofes  that  the  additional  members  fhould  be 
chofen  in  due  proportion,  in  the  feveral  cities  as  well  as 
counties  of  the  kingdom  ;  a  provifion,  which  rather 
flrengthcns  than  impairs  the  argument  in  favour  of  a  di- 
minution of  the  borough  members. 
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live  to  the  control  of  the  conftituent,  would 
HeceiTarily  place  him  beyond  the  power  of 


corruption. 


I  fecondlj  refledled,  that  the  perfons,  who 
ele6t  the  369  members  to  ferve  for  the 
towns  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  are 
the  mod  dependent  part  of  the  nation;  and 
are  acknowledged  to  be,  in  every  refped:,  the 
leaft  worthy  of  being  intruded  with  the  ex- 
ercife  of  fo  important  a  power  as  they  at 
prefent  enjoy,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
landed  and  commercial '  interefts  of  this 
country. 

In  the  lafl  place,  I  conlidered,  that  the 
popular  fentiment  feemed  more  favourable 
to  the  idea  of  diminifhing  the  number  of 
the  borough  members,  than  to  the  propofed 
augmentation  in  the  counties.  And  al- 
though it  was  alledgcd,  that  in  cafe  this  idea 
were  adopted,  we  (hould  have  the  interefl 
of  the  proprietors  of  boroughs  to  contend 
with,  it  appeared  to  me  fuch  interefl  might 
be  purchafed,  in  many  inftances,  by  a  prooer 
com.penfation ;  and  that  even  in  cafe  fome 
reluctance  fliould  be  manifefted  by  any  of 
the  parties  concerned,  fuch  perfons  would 

K  k   2  probably 
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probably  not  continue  to  oppofe  the  general 
wifh,  when  they  refledted,  that  the  power 
they  enjoyed  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  people's  undoubted  right  to  an  equal  re- 
prefentation,  whenever  they  might  think 
proper  to  alTert  it. 

In  propofing  this  improvement,  I  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea,  adopted  by  my  brethren 
of  the  delegation.  But,  in  fadt,  I  efteem  all 
proportions  for  an  improved  arrangement 
of  the  prefent  voters  of  this  kingdom,  in 
no  further  degree  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  public,  than  as  they  are  preparatory 
fteps  to  that  complete  reformation,  which  I 
am  now  more  than  ever  perfuaded  might  be 
effeded  by  the  peaceful  efforts  of  the  people, 
adiiig  by  their  committees,  and  uniting  in 
a  general  affociation  to  fupport  their  re- 
folves. 

I  am,  as  will  afterwards  more  fully  ap- 
pear, decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an  englifli 
houfe  of  commons  ihould  be  a  reprefenta- 
tion  of  perfons,  not  of  property ;  of  men, 
not  of  things  -,  and  that  there  is  no  neceflity 
for  the  delegation  of  the  important  right  of 
eledion  to  any  portion  of  the  community, 

intermediate 
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Intermediate  between  the  reprefentatlve  and 
the  great  colledive  body  of  the  people.  But 
fuppoling  thefe  points  were  to  be  conceded, 
and  fuppofing  the  fum  total  of  the  {landing 
elediors  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  at  prefent 
allowed  to  exercife  this  power  in  derogation 
of  the  right  of  more  than  a  million  of  their 
fellow-citizens,    now   excluded  from  their 
franchife,  were  to  remain  as  at  this  day,  it 
may  reafonably  be  demanded,  whether  the 
1 30,000  freeholders,  who  now  enjoy  the  pri- 
vilege of  electing  ninety-two  members,  are 
the  perfons,  whom  the  landed  intereft  would 
depute  for  this  important  purpofe  ?  Whe- 
ther there  be  not  a  large  proportion  of  them, 
who,  notwithftanding  their  legal  qualifica- 
tion,   cannot  claim,  from  their  flation  in 
life,  this  great  pre-eminence  :  and  whether 
many  copyholders  are   not   rejedled  in  the 
prefent  fyftem,  whofe  independent  circum- 
ftances  would  render  them  fitter  objedls  of 
this  trufi:  ? 

With  refpecfl  to  the  84,000  citizens,  bur- 
gefles,  and  other  inhabitants  of  England, 
who  ele(5t  the  remaining  421  members,  can 
we  ferioully  maintain,  that  they  properly  re- 

K  k  3  prefent 
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prefent  the  various  branches  of  the  commcr-* 

cial  interen:  of  this  country  ?  And  can  it  be 

imagined,  that  the  liberties  and  properties  of 

more   than   five  millions  of  people  can  be 

fafe,  when  intruded  in  the  hands  of  repre- 

fentatives,    of  whom,  it  has   been  demon- 

11  rated  the  majority  may  be  returned  by  a 

number  of  eleftors  lefs  than  6000,  confifl- 

jng,  in  general,   of  the  moft  dependent  and 

moft  venal  part  of  the  community  ?  * 

I  vv^ill  difmifs  the   fubjedt  of  reprefenta- 

tion  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  the  next 

objed:   of  parliamentary  reformation    pro- 

pofed  by  the  Yorkllnre  committee,  viz.  the 

fhortenipg  the  duration  of  parliaments  to  a 

period  not  exceeding  three  years. 

I  had  the  pleafure  of  concurring  with  the 

delegates  in  their  fird:   refoiution  refpeding 

this  fubjedl.     The  propriety  of  the  meafure 

was  ably  debated,  and  the  general  fentiment 

decidedly  in   its   favour.      The  refoiution, 

as  moved   by    fir  James  NorclifF,    was   as 

follows : 

*'*  Resolvep, 

*  Sec  Burgh's  **  Political  dirquifitions,"  vo'.  i.  c.  4. 
and  Mr.  Wilkes's  admirable  fpeech  in  favour  of  a  more 
equal  reprefcntatioiv  of  the  people,  March  21,  1776,  in 
a  collection  of  liis  rpeccl>??-  in  ociava,  publifhe.d  1786, 
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"  Resolved, 

'*  That  the  bill,  enading  the  feptennial 
duration  of  parliaments,  was  a  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  by  which  the  con- 
ftitutional  connedion  between  the  confti- 
tuent  body  and  the  reprefentative  has  been 
impaired,  and  the  parliament  expofed  to 
great  and  fyiiematic  corruption." 

This  refolution  paffed,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendments  :  after  the  words,  "  fepten- 
nial duration  of  parliaments,"  was  inferted, 
**  however  expedient  it  might  have  been 
rendered  by  the  circumftancesof  the  times," 
and  inftead  of  **  fyftematic  corruption,"  was 
fubftituted  **  unconftitutional  influence."  I 
do  not  conceive  thefe  alteration?  to  have 
|)een  real  improvements  of  this  motion. 

I  have  always  imagined  the  triennial  bill 
to  be  equally  a  violation  of  the  conftitution 
with  the  feptennial.  1  conceive,  alfo,  that 
the  proper  bufinefs  of  a  reprefentative,  as 
indeed  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  the  an- 
cient writs,  is  to  adt  as  an  agent  for  his 
conflituents  in  the  great  affembly  of  the  na- 
tion, and,  in  their  name,  to  aflent   to   fuch 

K  k  4  meafures. 
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meafures,  as  he  apprehends  they  would  ap- 
prove. I  would  afk,  whether  the  fenfe  of 
the  people  can  with  propriety  be  fuppofed 
to  be  expreiTed  in  that  affembly,  by  perfons 
delegated,  as  it  might  happen,  nearly  three 
years  before  the  aftual  iffuing  of  the  yearly 
proclamation  for  its  convention  ? 

Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  refledlions,  I 
made  the  following  motion,  which,  for 
want  of  being  fupported,  occafioned  no  de- 
bate : 

**  Resolved, 

**'  That  the  people  of  England  have  aa 
undoubted  right  to  an  annual  election  of 
members  to  ferve  in  the  commons'  houfe  of 
parliament ;  and  that  the  ad:  of  the  fixth 
of  William  the  third,  which  afforded  the 
iirfl  legal  fandion  to  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ments beyond  a  fmgle  fefiion,  was  fubver- 
live  of  the  conftitution,  and  a  violation,  on 
the  part  of  the  reprefentatives,  of  the  fac.red 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  conftituents.'* 

It  was  with  pain  I  differed  from  the  York- 
ihire  gentlemen,  and  the  majority  of  the 

deput.itiou 
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deputation    in    the    fubfequent   refolution, 
which  is  now  fub joined  : 

*'  Resolved, 

"  That  when  by  the  peaceful  and  legal 
efforts  of  the  people,  a  more  frugal  manage- 
ment of  the  public  purfe,  and  a  more  ade- 
quate reprefentation  in  parliament  fhall  have 
been  obtained,  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial 
bill  would  form  a  flrong  barrier  againft  the 
inroads  of  parliamentary  corruption,  and  the 
darming  influence  of  the  crown." 

I  will  not  trouble  the  committee  with  a 
recital  of  the  various  reafons,  which  induced 
me  to  oppofe  the  pafling  of  this  refolution. 
They  were  very  different,  I  believe,  from 
thofe  which  influenced  the  two  other  depu- 
tations, who  concurred  with  me  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  It  may  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent, 
to  obferve,  that  v/ith  fome  formality  I  de- 
clared, that  I  objeded  to  this  motion,  "  be- 
caufe  it  poftpones  the  redrefs  of  an  acknow- 
ledged violation  of  the  conf^itution,  until 
that  more  frugal  management  of  the  public 
purfe  fliall  have  been  obtained,  v^hich  I  am 
perfuaded  the  controling  power  of  a  com- 
mons' 
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mons'  houfe  of  parliament,  elecfled  in  con- 
formity to  ancient  ufage,  folely  can  effed:. 

Previoufly  to  my  ftatement  of  the  laft 
motion  I  made  in  the  affembly  of  delegates, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing coniiderations,  in  the  form  of  queries. 
If  they  fhould  not  have  fo  much  weight  with 
the  committee  as  they  had  with  m,e,  they 
may  yet  convince  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pofe  it,  that  I  did  not  ad:  without  reflection, 
and  that  if  my  conduct  was  erroneous,  m^y 
intentions  were  neverthelefs  fincere. 

1 .  Is  it  pradicable  to  affign  to  the  prefent 
2i4>ooo  eledors  of  England  any  fuch  new 
arrangement,  as  fliall  render  it  pofTible  for 
them  to  return  a  free  and  independent  com- 
mons'  houfe  of  parliament  ? 

2.  Does  not  the  mode  of  eledine  two 
members  for  each  county  of  this  kingdom, 
however  varying  in  extent  and  population, 
befides  the  obvious  inequality  it  introduces 
into  the  reprefentation,  alfo  give  rife,  efpe- 
ciaJly  in  the  larger  counties,  to  that  riot, 
confufion,  and  undue  influence,  which  might 
efte(flually  be  removed,  by  a  nevv  allotment, 
into  diflrids,  each  containing,  as  much  as 

may 
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may  be,  the  fame  number  of  inhabitants,  and 
elediing  one  member  ? 

3.  Do  not  the  petitions  to  parliament,  re- 
fpeding  contefled  eledions  in  boroughs,  al- 
moft  intlrely  arife  from  the  various  qualifi- 
cations annexed  to  the  right  of  voting  ?  and, 
therefore,  would  not  tliefe  contefts,  which 
form  one  of  the  frrongeft  objedions  to  the 
revival  of  the  ancient  constitutional  parlia- 
ments of  a  fingle  feffion,  be  almofl:  unknown, 
if  the  legal  age  of  the  citizen  were  confidered 
as  the  only  qualification  of  the  voter  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  abfolute  neceflityfor  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
order  to  re-eftablifh  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  in  their  undoubted  right  to  an  equal, 
annual,  and  univerfal  reprefentation  of  them- 
feives  in  parliament  ?  and  would  not  an  adt 
of  delegates,  freely  chofen  by  the  people,  af- 
fented  to  by  the  king  and  hereditary  nobi- 
lity, be  furficient  for  this  purpofe  ?  * 

5.  Is 

^  In  my  "  Addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex," 
(p.  472 — 4S3  of  this  volume,)  this  queflion  is  treated 
more  difFufely.  I  am  fatisfied  the  do61rine,  maintained 
in  that  tract,  is  truly  conflitutional,  and  might  be  re- 
duced to  prafticej  by  the  peaceable  efforts  of  the  peqple. 
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5-  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  all  men,  who 
wifh  well  to  their  country,  and  have  in- 
fluence  in  the  community,  to  flate  the  fub- 
ft^ntial  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  ufe  fuch 
arguments  as  may  induce  them,  by  every 
legal  and  conftitutional  method,  to  alTert 
them  ?  * 

6.  Is  it  not  much  more  likely  that  the 
commonalty  of  England,  when  national 
diftrefs  fhall  have  awakened  them  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  own  mifconduct,  would  embrace  a 
mode  of  reformation,  which  adually  rein- 
ftates  them  in  the  pofTefiion  of  an  important 
franchife,  than  that  they  fhould  interefl 
themfelves  in   the  eftablifliment  of  a  fyftem 

of 

•f  If  that  body  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who,  for  many 
years,  have  oppofed,  in  the  commons' houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, the  ruinous  meafures  of  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  were  folemnly  to  feccde  from  an  aflembly,  in 
which  it  is  impoiHble  for  argument,  aided  by  the  fub- 
jimett  eloquence,  to  be  of  any  avail :  and,  aflembling 
the  counties,  would  explain  the  grounds  of  their  fecef- 
fion,  and  declare  their  perfuafion,  that  the  laft  hope  of 
England  nov/  refts  on  the  conftitutional  exertions  of  the 
collecSlive  body  of  the  people,  they  would  certainly  dif- 
charge  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  conftituents,  and,  pro- 
l)ably,  preferve  their  country  from  impoiding  deftrut- 
lion. 
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of  meafures,  of  which  it  requires  a  long 
train  of  circuitous  reafoning  to  demonftrate 
to  them  the  ufe  ? 

The  motion,  grounded  on  the  dodrine 
contained  in  the  preceding  queries,  the  great- 
efl:  part  of  which  I,  with  pleafure,  acknow- 
ledge I  have  been  led  to  adopt,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  incomparable  publications  of 
major  Cartwright,   was  as  follows  : 

*'  Whereas,  after  folemn  argument,  and 
the  mofl  difpaflionate  difcuffion,  it  appears  to 
this  affembly,  that  the  right  of  election  for 
members  to  ferve  in  the  commons'  houfe  of 
parliament  (which  at  prcfent,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  nation,  is  unwarrantably 
exercifed  by  an  inconiiderable  portion  of  the 
community,  in  many  refpedls  incompetent 
to  the  difcharge  of  fo  important  a  truft)  doth 
in  truth  conftitutionally  appertain  to,  and 
might  conveniently  be  exercifed  by  every 
male  inhabitant  of  the  kingdom,  arrived  at 
the  legal  age  of  difcretion.  And  whereas 
the  people  in  their  colleflive  capacity  (by 
reafon  that  the  voice  of  the  commonalty  of 
England  is  no  lefs  neceffary  to  every  legifla- 
tive  purpofc,  than  that   of  either  the  king 

or 


(    51=    ) 

©r  the  lords)  have  a  jufl  and  inher-ent 
right  to  corred  the  abufes  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation,  whenever  fuch  abufes  fhall 
have  fo  increafed,  as  to  rob  them  of  their 
conftitutional  fhare  in  their  own  govern- 
ment; 

**  Resolved, 

**  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  com- 
mittees of  correfpondence,  eftabHfhed  in 
this  kingdom,  to  carry  into  immediate  ef- 
fedl  the  proper  meafures,  for  colleding  the 
free  and  unbkifTed  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  feveral  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs 
of  England,  refpeding  the  prefent  uncon- 
ilitutional  infringements  of  their  elecflion 
franchifes,  and  the  means  that  ihould  be 
employed  for  their  recovery.'* 

I  prefaced  this  motion  with  a  defence  of 
the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded. 
I  entered  largely  into  the  pradicability  and 
expediency  of  the  meafure  ;  and  urged,  that, 
as  no  alterations  ought  to  be  attempted, 
which  did  not  meet  with  the  full  concur- 
rence of  the  people,  it  was  necelTary  to  adopt 

the 


511  ) 

the  proper  means  for  colleding  the"  fenfe  of 
the  people ;  but  this  motion  alfo,  not  being 
fupported,  occalioned  no  debate. 

A  motion  being  then  made  for  the  im- 
mediate difibUuion  of  our  aflembly,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  oppofe  it.  I  wifhed  that  we 
might  continue  in  exiftence  until  we  were 
enabled,  at  leafl,  to  report  the  fate  of  our 
petition  j  but  I  was  unfupported  in  my  op- 
pofition,    and  the  meeting  was  dillolved, 

I  cannot  be  unconfcious,  that,  from  my 
own  report,  1  iland  expofed  to  the  charge 
of  fingularity  in  many  parts  of  my  conduct; 
I  regard  it  as  a  misfortune  :  the  gentlemen 
of  the  delegation  are  defervedly  refpeded  in 
point  of  integrity,  ability,  and  public  fpirit ; 
they  cannot  have  more  fmcere  and  zealous 
admirers  than  myfelf.  With  many  of  them 
I  am  united  in  the  flrideO:  bonds  of  friend- 
ihlp  ;  and  I  can  truly  fay,  I  felt  more  poi- 
gnant uneafmefs,  from  m.y  not  being  able  to 
concur  with  them  in  fentiment,  than  I  iliould 
have  experienced  of  appreheniion,  had  it 
been  my  lot  to  have  flood  fmgle  amidft  an 
hofl  of  foes. 

It  Is  poiTible,  but  I  deliver  it  only  as  mat- 
ter 


(    5'^    ) 

ter  of  opinion,  that  fome  gentlemen  m  the 
delegation  might  think  it  prudent  for  us 
to  infifl:  only  on  a  portion  of  what  might 
juftly  be  demanded,  for  the  puroofe  of  con- 
ciliating the  favourable  attention  of  a  power- 
ful party  to  our  views.  But  it  may  not  be 
unufeful  to  refle(5t,  that  we  are  agents  for 
the  democratical  part  of  the  conftitution, 
and  that  it  is  not  reafonable  to  exped:,  that 
we  fhall  be  ftrenuoully  fupported  by  the  no- 
bility, unlefs  when  the  common  danger 
fhall  become  extreme :  in  fuch  circum- 
flances  the  virtuous  part  of  the  nobility  Vv^ill 
unite  with  us.  When  that  danger  is  at  a 
diftance,  retaining  the  natural  prejudices  of 
their  order,  they  will  not  be  fanguine  in  our 
caufe:  I  fay  this  with  an  exception  of  fome 
elevated  characters,  whofe  generofity  of  fen- 
timent,  in  fupporting  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  above  my  praife. 

With  refpe(5l  to  the  commonalty  at  large, 
I  am  fatisfied  the  prefent  languor  of  patrio- 
tifm  did  not  originate  with  them  ;  they  were 
inclined  in  the  laft  year  to  adopt  the  mofl 
fpirited  meafures  j  but,    through  the  want 

of 
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of  concord  in  their  leaders,  they  now,  alas  I 
know  not  in  whom  they  can  confide. 

1  am  not  an  advocate  for  an  intemperate 
expreiTion  of  zeal,  nor  inclined  to  appeal 
even  to  the  conflitutional  powers  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  trivial  occafions,  and  without  a 
profp  ^.6:  of  fuccefs.  But  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
a  timely  declaration  of  the  popular  fenti- 
nient,  refpeding  the  long  violated  rights  of 
reprefentation,  would  be  the  moft  likely 
method  of  preventing  the  further  inroads  of 
defpotifm,  and  the  final  ruin  of  the  ftate.* 

Ever  fince  I  took  a  part  in  politics,  I  have 
efteemed  it  my  duty  to  avow,  and  to  bring 
forward,  to  the  utmoil:  of  my  powder,  thofe 
maxims,  which   I  believed  would  promote 

the 

*  With  fuch  declaration  might,  with  propriet)^,  be 
combined  a  remonllrance  againft  the  continuance  of  the 
american  war,  and  a  difavowal  of  the  principles  and 
practices,  which  gave  occafion  to  its  commencement. 
A  remonfirance  of  this  nature,  exprefled  in  manly,  yet 
refpedlful,  language  to  the  throne,  though  it  might  not 
bend  certain  of  thofe  inflexible  fpirits  who  furround  it, 
would  probably  difpofe  the  hearts  of  our  american  bre- 
thren to  peace,  and  to  the  concefiion  of  many  commer- 
cial advantages  in  their  power  to  grant,  as  a  free  and 
independent  people. 


(     SH    ) 

the  peace  and  profperity  of  my  country,  tft 
political  and  religious  difquifitions,  as  well 
as  in  philofophical,  it  is  furely  a  point  of 
prudence  to  encourage  a  free  communication 
of  fuch  hints,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  pro- 
pofers,  may  benefit  mankind.  Many  doc- 
trines, now  univerfally  received,  were,  at 
one  period,  the  opinions  of  a  few  private  in- 
dividuals, which  though,  for  a  time,  oppofed 
by  the  combinations  of  intereft,  an  open  ap- 
peal to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  community, 
at  length  hath  carried  into  effect.  An  unre- 
ferved  communication  of  fentiments  is  ellen- 
tial  to  freedom  of  difcuffion ;  and  that  per- 
fevering  unanimity,  which  is  the  refult  of 
convidion,  can  flourifh  only  where  a  free 
difcuffion  hath  previoully  prevailed.  For 
thefe  reafons,  I  conceive  that  the  moment,  in 
which  truth  firft  fuggefls  itfelf  to  the  mind, 
is  the  proper  feafon  for  declaring  it. 

With  regard  to  the  inftance  before  us,  the 
matter  may  be  brought  to  this  fliort  ifTue ; 
whether  it  may  be  more  expedient  to  with- 
hold a  dodirine  conducive  to  the  interefts  of 
the  people ;  to  fufpend  our  exertions,  in  a 
caufe  demonflrably  jufl ;  becaufe  fuch  doc- 
trine or  fuch  exertions  may  poflibly  be  of- 

fenfive 
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fenHve  to  perfons,  whom  we  might  widi  to 
conciliate :  or,  relj/ing  on  thofe  energies, 
which  an  open  avowal  of  political  truth 
would,  mod  probably,  excite  in  the  breads 
of  engliflimen  of  every  defcription,  intrepidly 
affert  it  In  the  face  of  our  country,  regardlefs 
of  oppofition  from  whatever  quarter  it  may 
arife.  This  is  a  quefllon  which  futurity 
may   probably    decide.*     My    own   fenti- 

L  1  2  ments 

•  It  has,  of  late  years,  been  too  much  the  cuflom, 
with  men  of  every  defcription,  to  exprefs  an  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  the  general  difpofition  of  the  englifii 
people.  They  have  been  repeatedly  reprefented  as 
flrangers  to  principle  in  virtue  and  religion,  and  totally 
degenerate  with  regard  to  the  love  of  liberty  and  public 
fpirit. 

I  can  by  nomeans  afTentto  a  pofition,  which  exhibits 
my  fellow-citizens  in  fo  unpleafing  a  point  of  view-  I 
am  perfuaded  that  the  conti'ary  is  a  facl.  I  am  perfuad- 
cd,  that  there  does  not  only  exift  fiiiHcient  virtue  in  this 
country,  to  preferve  what  is  left  of  the  forms  of  the 
conftitution,  but  that  there  alfo  remains  fuch  a  por- 
tion of  public  fpirit,  as,  under  proper  direction,  would 
reftore  that  conftitution  to  its  primaeval  integrity  and 
fplendor. 

When  the  brave  and  injured  Keppel  endured  that  me- 
morable confli(£l:,  to  which  the  arts  of  bafe  detradtion 
had  expofed  him,  with  a  firmnefs  and  compofure,  which 
confcious  innocence  could  alone  afFord.  What  were 
the  fentimeuts,  that  occupied  the  minds  of  the  attentive 

audience 
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ments  are  fufficiently  apparent  f  and,  I  trufl, 
this  avowal  of  them  will  be  received  with 
candour  by  yourfejf  and  the  other  gentle- 
men of  the  committee,  to  whom,  with  the 
utmofl  refped  and  moil  cordial  good  wiflies, 
they  are  addrelTed  by  their 

devoted  humble  fervant, 

JOHN   JEBB. 

Craven  ftreet.  May  13,  1781. 

audience  at  that  important  hour  ?  Refpedl  for  injured 
merit,  ftrong  refentment,  and  anxious  expedtation,  by 
turns,  maintained  the  intire  poiTeifion  of  their  fouls.  And 
at  the  moment  of  his  acquittal,  when  furrounded  by 
his  fell  ovv-citizens,  he  obtained  a  triumph,  more  truly 
honourable,  more  truly  glorious,  than  England  yet  had 
■witneffed,  did  not  a  fpirit,  manly  and  exalted  as  his  own, 
inform  each  englifh  breaft  ? 

Nor  were  thefe  fentimentsof  more  than  roman  virtue, 
confined  to  the  fpedlators  of  this  afFecling  fcene  :  they 
difFufed  themfelves  with  refiftlefs  energy  to  the  remoteft 
quarters  of  the  ifland  ;  and,  while  the  meaneft  of  the 
multitude  felt  thcfe  generous  emotions,  which  public 
virtue  only  can  infpire,  *'  decus  et  tutamen,"  the 
proper  motto  of  nobility,  appeared  to  be  infcribed  in 
fplendid  characters  on  each  illuftrious  brow. 

Is  it  poflible  that  my  fellow-citizens,  who  interefted 
themfelves  fo  warmly  in  the  caufe  of  injured  virtue, 
Ihould  remain  utterly  infenfible,  when  their  country 
calls  ?  Can  a  nation,  thus  feeling  for  another's  honour, 
long  continue  regardlefs  of  its  own? 
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LETTER      I. 

TO    LIEUT.    COL,    SHARMAN,  &c. 

SIR, 

I  AM  informed  by  Mr.  Joy,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  firit  inftant,  that  the  committee, 
of  which  you  are  chairman,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  defire,  that  T  would  commu- 
nicate to  you  my  fentiments,  refpeding  a 
parliamentary  reform. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late 
important  movements  in  your  kingdom,  I 
have  conceived  the  reformation  of  your 
houfe  of  commons,  as  a  meafure,  effentially' 
neceflary  to  the  eflablifhment  of  the  liberties 
of  Ireland  upon  a  permanent  foundation. 

You  have  wifely  referved  the  confideration 
of  this  work  to  the  prefent  moment.  If  it 
be  conduded  with  the  fame  manly  and  de- 
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termined  fpirit,  which  has  characterized 
your  former  exertions,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  that,  under  the  providence  of-  heaven, 
you  will  fecure  to  yourfelves  and  your  pofte- 
rity,  a  portion  of  natio-nal  felicity,  of  do- 
meftic  peace,  of  external  honour,  far  tran- 
fcending  what  has  hitherto  been  exhibited 
or  enjoyed  In  any  age  or  clime. 

The  matter  before  you  maybe  confidered 
with  refped:  to  the  point  of  expediency,  and 
the  point  of  right. 

With  refpedt  to  the  latter,  my  opinion  is 
decided.  By  the  conftitution,  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  leglflative  power  is  referved  to 
the  commons  ;  who,  from  the  circumflance 
of  their  numbers,  are  obliged  to  exercife 
this  important  fundion  by  delegation. 

The  power  of  delegation  appears  to  me  to 
be  as  extenfive,  as  the  obligation  of  bearing 
arms  for  the  common  defence.  I  have  long 
confidered  every  reftridion  of  the  right  of 
fuffrage,  as  an  infringement  of  the  law  of. 
nature,  as  well  as  fubverfive  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  my  country. 

I  am' of  opinion,  alfo,  that  political  truth 
and  political  expediency,  are  terms  fynoni- 
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rnousj  and,  therefore,  am  dlfpofed  to  think, 
that  the  only  advice  I  can,  with  propriety, 
offer  to  a  body  of  men,  who  have  conducfled 
themfelves  with  fo  much  moderation,  mag- 
nanimity, and  public  fpirit,  is,  "  Go  on, 
with  full  reliance  upon  the  juflice  of  your 
caufe;  inveftigate  the  rights  of  freemen; 
afTert  them ;  eftablifh  them  in  their  full  ex- 
tent. I  cannot  believe  that  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  any  meafure,  founded  in  political 
truth,  can  be  impoffible  to  fuch  exalted 
virtue." 

However,  as  many  expedients  have  been 
fuggefted  upon  the  idea,  that,  on  account 
of  prejudices,  what  is  ftridly  right  cannot 
be  put  in  pradice,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire,  how  far  thefe  expedients  are 
likely  to  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe.  It 
has  been  conceived,  that  the  addition  of  a 
certain  number  of  county  members  would 
afTift  in  balancing  the  corrupt  reprefentation 
of  the  boroughs  ;  a  meafure,  in  my  idea,  as 
inexpedient  as  it  is  partial  and  unjufl:. 

Fird  ;  becaufe,  if  it  fail  in  effedually 
over-balancing  the  powers  of  corruption,  it 
jncreafes  the  grievance,  by  enhancing  tiie 

national 
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national  expcnfe ;  as  a  miniiler,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  muft  employ  a  greater  portion 
of  the  public  treafure  in  gaining  a  majority 
than  before.  In  lord  North's  opinion,  fuch 
a  meafure  would  have  nothing  in  it  formid- 
able to  an  adminiftration,  determined  to  go-? 
vern  by  court  influence.  On  the  decifion 
of  the  great  debate  on  this  queftion,  he  was 
heard  to  declare,  that  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
pofed  reform  would  have  been  worded,  had 
the  hundred  knights  been  prefent  -,  the  ma- 
jority that  day  far  exceeding  that  number. 

Secondly  -,  the  propofed  addition  would 
render  the  houfe  of  commons  too  numerous. 
In  Ireland,  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  county 
members  as  would  be  necelTary  to  form  an 
effedual  balance  to  the  borough  interefl, 
would  be  greater,  in  proportion,  than  in 
England. 

Thirdly ;  the  feats  for  counties  would  be 
difpofed  of  abfolutely  at  the  pleafure  of  a 
few  of  the  principal  landholders,  while  the 
great  body  of  the  freeholders  would  enjoy 
lefs  of  the  eledlive  power  than  they  do  at 
prefent. 

'    Laflly;  the  expenfes  of  contefted  elec- 
tions^ 
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tions,  efpecially  in  the  larger  counties,  would 
be  moft  enormouily  increafed. 

It  has  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  disfranchife  fome  of  the 
boroughs  in  thofe  counties,  where  they  are 
rnoft  numerous,  efpecially  fuch  whofe  con- 
Aitution  is  moft  exceptionable  -,  and  to  make 
a  compenfation  to  the  prefent  proprietors  at 
-the  public  expenfe.  Nothing  can  be  urged» 
in  my  idea,  againft  this  meafure.  So  far  as 
it  goes,  it  is  both  equitable  and  expedient. 
The  transferring  from  fuch  boroughs  the 
right  of  eledion  to  townfhips,  or  diftridts, 
which,  from  the  greater  number  of  inha- 
bitants, and  other  circumftances,  appear 
more  likely  to  preferve  their  independence, 
would  be  an  improvement  upon  this  idea. 

The  generous  principles  you  have  adopted 
refpeding  roman  catholics,  have  been  at- 
tended with  eifedts,  very  different  from  what 
were  expe(5led  by  perfons  of  lefs  enlarged 
fentiments.  Yet,  perhaps,  there  are  few, 
who  would  not  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
conceding  to  them  the  power  of  eleding  re- 
prefentatives  of  their  own  perfuafion.  Many 
might  think  it  imprudent  to  allow  them  the 
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exercife  of  the  right  of  fuftrage,  were  even 
their  choice  reunited  to  the  perfons  of  pro- 
teftants.  Local  difficulties  muft  be  beft 
known  to  perfons  on  the  fpot.  I  can  only 
reafon  from  general  principles.  If  men  are 
allowed  to  hold  property,  to  poffefs  rights, 
to  bear  arms  -,  I  cannot  fee  any  fubftantial 
reafon  why  they  fhould  not  alfo  be  allowed 
a  fhare  in  the  appointment  of  thofe  who 
make  the  laws.  By  fuch  generous  confi- 
dence, I  fhould  conceive,  their  prejudices 
would  be  foftened,  and  their  attachment  to 
the  public,  of  which  they  would  then  be- 
come a  component  part,  increafed.  At  any 
rate,  fo  far  as  regards  protedants,  the  right 
of  fuffrage  may,  with  great  propriety,  be 
extended  far  beyond  its  prefent  limits. 

Sefiional  parliaments  (i.  e.  parliaments 
of  a  lingle  feffion)  are  the  only  parliaments 
that  can  be  efteemed  conlHtutional  :  the 
nearer  you  approach  .to  right  and  ancient 
ufage,  the  nearer  you  will  approach  to  the 
point  of  true  political  expedience. 

With  refped  to  the  mode  of  effeding  the 
reform  in  queflion,  I  own,  I  feel  firong  ob- 
jedions  to  the  idea  of  applying  to  the  houfe 

of 
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of  commons  by  petition.  If  the  prefent 
mode  of  delegation  anfwers  not  the  purpofe 
of  its  inflitution,  it  is  the  proper  office  of 
the  perfons  immediately  intereiled  (i.  e.  the 
conftituent  body)  to  form  a  plan  for  its 
amendment. 

May  I  be  permitted,  without  imputation 
of  prefumption,  to  exprefs  my  unreferved 
opinion  on  this  momentous  fabjeft. 

After  paffing  refolutions,  expreffive  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  to  review  the  whole 
iyllem  of  delegation,  and  declaratory  of 
the  principles,  upon  which  a  true  and  pro- 
per reprefentation  ought  to  be  conftruded, 
let  a  committee  from  yourfelves  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  the  outline  of  apian,  which 
you  {hall  judge  to  be  effectual,  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  and  liberal  that  the  times  will  bear. 

Let  this  plan  be  propofed  to  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  let  a  cer- 
tain period  be  fpecified,  in  which  you  con- 
ceive the  wifdom  of  that  houfe  may  finally 
complete  the  plan  you  fliall  offer  to  their 
confideration.  And,  laftly,  let  your  prefent 
affembly  be  adjourned  to  a  reaionable  tim.e 
beyond  the  period,  in  which  the  pin  may 
be  conceived  to  be  offered  for  affent  to  the 

other 
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Other  branches  of  the  legiflature.  Tlic  in- 
tervening condudt  of  parliament  will  fugg&ft 
the  proper  meafures  to  be  adopted  at  fuch 
adjourned  meeting. 

Petition  feems  to  acknowledge  a  power  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  rejecting  your  fuit. 
It  transfers  the  authority  from  the  fenders 
to  the  fent.  It  fuppofes,  in  the  majority  of 
the  houfe,  a  dignity  and  independence,  which 
the  nature  of  the  petition  evidently  implies 
they  do  not  pollefs.  It  calls  upon  them  to 
reform  themfelves^  which  a  corrupt  body 
of  men  never  did,  nor  can  do. 

Thus,  with  an  undifguifed  heart,  I  have 
unfolded  my  idea  upon  this  important  quef- 
tion.  May  confiftency,  public  fpirit,  and 
magnanimity,  with  true  wifdom,  continue 
to  prefide  in  your  afTemblies !  Though  ab- 
fent  in  perfon,  yet  in  fpirit,  and  mod  fer- 
vent wlfhes  for  your  fuccefs,  I  fliall  be  pre- 
fent  with  you. 

I  remain,  with  great  refpe6t, 

for  the  committee  and  yourfelf, 
your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN   JEBB. 

Aug.  13,   1783. 
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In  the  letter  which  I  yefterday  did  my- 
felf  the  honour  of  addreffing  to  you,  I  ftated, 
in  very  general  terms,  my  ideas  refpedting 
a  reform  in  your  reprefentation,  and  the 
means  of  efFeding  it.  In  this,  I  propofe  to 
fubmit  to  your  coniideration  fome  uncon- 
neded  obfervations,  in  explanation,  or  con- 
firmation, of  the  opinions  I  have  already  ad- 
vanced i  trufting  that  your  refpedable  com- 
mittee will  receive  with  candour,  what  I 
fhall  offer  with  integrity  of  purpofe. 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  you  have  difficul- 
ties to  flruggle  with  peculiar  to  your  coun- 
try J  others,  which  are  common  to  both 
countries  ;  but  none,  thank  heaven,  which 
can  be  efteemed  un fu r mo un table,  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  paft. 

The  plan  of  univerfal  reprefentation,  by  a 
new  arrangement  into  diftridsj  each  diflriifl 
eledting  one  member,  is,  I  think,  by  far  the 
mod  pradicable  plan  that  can  be  propofed. 
The  addrefs  of  the  delegates  of  the  Ulfter 
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regiment  aiTerts,  that  the  right  of  being  go- 
verned only  by  laws  of  his  own  rnaking,  is 
the  birth-right  of  man;  a  proportion  equally 
true,  whether  the  terms  of  it  be  applied  to 
nations,  or  to  the  individuals  of  which  they 
are  compofed. 

Conteded  ele(flions  generally  arife  from 
difputes  concerning  qualifications;  which 
can  never  be  flated  in  fo  definite  a  manner, 
when  any  degree  of  property  is  eflablifhed 
as  a  requiiite,  as  not  to  minifler  matter  for 
innumerable  perjuries  and  endlefs  alterca- 
tions. 

It  is  impofUble  to  conceive  that  voters, 
in  general,  will  put  themfelves  to  the  ex- 
penfe  and  trouble  of  travelling  from  one  fide 
of  an  extenfive  county  to  the  other,  to  give 
•their  fuffrages,  without  fome  compenfation. 
Laws  to  prevent  bribery  or  corruption,  in 
fuch  circumflances,  have  always  hitherto 
been  evaded,  and  thus  have  increafed  the 
evils  they  were  intended  to  remedy.  Laws 
enacted  to  prevent  the  candidate  from  bear- 
ing the  expenfesof  aneledor,  inhabiting  tlie 
extremity  of  Y orkfliire,  to  the  place  of  elec- 
tion, will  either  be  eluded,  or  operate  as  a 
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disfranchifement.  The  utmod:  exertion  of 
human  intelleil:  cannot  invent  a  method  of 
taking  the  fuffrages  of  an  extenfive  county, 
which  will  not  be  liable  to  flrong  objedions* 
If  you  increafe  the  number  of  county  mem- 
bers, the  difficulties  are  increafed  :  a  divilion 
of  the  larger  counties  into  difrrids,  appears, 
therefore,  necelTary,  whatever  be  the  plan 
of  reform  you  (hall  think  proper  to  adopf, 
with  refpedt  to  the  qualification  of  the 
voters. 

If  a  lefs  extenfive  plan  than  what  has  been 
hinted  be  adopted,  it  will  be  prudent  to  leave 
the  matter  open  for  pofirerity  to   improve 
upon   it,    if  they  judge  proper.     We  know 
not  what  is  really  impradicable  before  trial; 
we  have  {Qen  what  Ireland  has  effeded  in 
lefs  than  four  years.     Th^  objedions  to  the 
plan  of  the  duke  of  PJchmond  and  major 
Cartwright,  and  the  apprehenfions,  which 
many  entertain  of  daneer,  from  admittlno- 
roman   catholics  to  the  intire  rights  of  ci- 
tizenfhip,  may  appear  fcarcely  worthy  of  a 
moment's  confideration  at  no  very  didant 
period. 

Unanimity  Is  certainly  very  defirable,   but 
n,  M  m  there 
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there  are  two  forts  of  unanimity  :  one  of 
which  confiiliS  in  blindly  followjno:  the  die- 
tates  of  a  few  -,  the  other,  is  the  refult  of 
cahn  and  difpaffionate  inquiry  into  the  real 
relations  of  things.  I  allow,  on  one  fide, 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  aim  at  efta- 
bliihing  more  than  what  will  meet  with  ge- 
neral concurrence :  on  the  other,  I  main- 
tain, that  many  prefent  prejudices  may  na- 
turally be  expected  to  give  way,  when  a  fair 
appeal  is  made  to  the  underflandings  of  men, 
and  truth  is  held  forth  to  public  view,  by 
characters,  who  juflly  poflefs  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  The  generous  fentiments  of 
the  Uhler  volunteers,  refpefting  religious  to- 
leration, difFufed  themfelves  with  rapidity 
inconceivable  through  the  breads  of  mil- 
lions; and,  I  truil,  that  many  of  them  will 
live  to  fee  their  f:iir  example  followed  by- 
more  than  half  the  european  world.  I  will 
only  further  obferve  upon  this  point,  that 
unlefs  enou2;h  be  done  to  render  the  true  in- 
terefl:  of  the  country  predominant  in  the 
houfe  of  commons, — nothing  is  done. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  you  will  lead  the 
way  in  the  great  point  of  parliamentary  re- 
formation. 
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formation.  Next  to  yourfelves,  Scotland 
appears  mofl  in  earneft.  It  is,  therefore, 
on  many  accounts,  that  I  wifli  you  may  be 
able  to  effed  your  purpofe.  Your  fuccefs 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
iimilar  reform  in  this  kingdom.  I  truft, 
that  our  committees  will  emulate  your  ge- 
nerolity  and  candour;  and,  by  inviting  and 
cultivating  a  free  and  open  correfpondence, 
avail  themfelves  of  whatever  light  the  friends 
of  liberty  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  may  be 
able  to  fuggeft.  I  have  fent  inclofed  two 
of  your  own  addreffcs,  with  a  refolution  of 
our  foclety  for  conflitutional  information, 
at  the  head  of  them.  May  the  fpirit  they 
breathe,  contribute  towards  the  re-kindling 
of  that  flame  of  liberty,  which  once  was 
wont  to  burn  with  fo  bridit  a  luflre  in  the 
breafts  of  enr^liflimen. 

I  have  alfo  taken  the  liberty  to  Inclofe  the 
report  of  the  Weftminfter  fub- committee, 
refpecling  an  annual,  equal,  and  univerfal 
reprefentation  of  the  commons  of  England  ; 
my  own  addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  fome  other  tracfis,  which  ftate, 
with  better  arguments  than  I  can  urge,  the 
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objections  to  the  lefs  extenfive  plans  that 
have  been  propofed  in  this  kingdom.  Among 
thefe,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Batley  to  the  rev. 
Mr.  Wyvill,  refpedling  the  inexpediency  of 
adding  an  hundred  county  members,  appears 
well  worthy  of  perufal. 

I  attended  clofely  to  the  debates  of  your 
parliament,  when  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr. 
Yelverton  iirft  propofed  their  motions  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  I  faw  the  force  of  in- 
fluence, and  I  defpaired.  The  volunteer 
fpirit  arofe,  and  Ireland  was  emancipated 
from  its  chains!  A  new  parliament  may 
contain  a  greater  number  of  real  friends  to 
freedom  -,  but  an  incurable  vice  is  inherent 
in  its  conftitution.  If  it  be  left  to  parlia- 
ment to  form  a  plan,  the  fcheme  will  infal- 
libly be  defeated.  The  ariftocratic  interefl:, 
united  with  the  regal,  like  a  blight  from 
the  eaft,  will  afTuredly  blafl  every  hope  of 
harveft.  While  you  retain  the  matter  in 
your  own  hands,  you  cannot  fail  of  effect- 
ing, under  providence,  the  permanent  fal- 
vation  of  your  country.  At  the  enfuing 
meeting,  it  m.ay  be  agreed  how  far  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  right  of  fuffrage  fhould  extend; 

a  generd 
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a  general  outline  of  a  plan  may  be  drawn  for 
a  diviiion  of  the  counties  into  diftrids ;  the 
disfranchifement  of  fome  boroughs,  and  the 
transferring  the  right  of  electing  members  to 
more  populous  townfliips,  may  be  propofed; 
and  the  moft  material  regulations,  refpedl- 
ing  the  taking  of  the  fuffrages  of  the  elec- 
tors, pointed  out.  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing, you  will  be  able  to  judge,  how  far 
parliament  has  complied  with  the  wifhes  of 
the  people.  The  refolves  and  inftrudions 
of  your  conftituents  will  give  fufficient 
weight  and  authority  to  your  proceedings, 
at  fuch  a  period. 

Once  more  requeuing  your  favourable  in- 
dulgence, and  with  my  heartieft  good  wifhes 
for  the  fuccefs  of  a  meafure,  in  the  event  of 
which,  the  caufe  of  public  virtue,  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  is  fo  deeply  interefled. 


I  remain,  6cct 


Brlghthelmfton, 
i^th  Aug.  1783. 
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LETTER      III. 

8  I  R, 

I  RECEIVED,    lafl:   thurfday,   the  favour 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  eleventh  inftant,  * 

and 

[The  followino:,  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sharman,  above  referred  to.  (See  "  A 
collection  of  letters  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,"  printed 
for  J.  Stockdale,  1783,  p.  108 — 111.  ] 

SIR,  Lifburn,  0£l.  II,  1783. 

As  chairman  of  the  Ulfter  committee  of  correfpon- 
dence,  I  am  directed  to  return  you  our  warmefl  thanks, 
for  your  very  obliging  and  ufeful  communications  on  the 
fubjedl  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ;  to  afFure  you,  that 
we  entertain  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  your  kind  atten- 
tion, and  of  the  great  trouble  you  have  taken  on  this 
occafion  ;  and  to  enclofe  you  a  copy  of  the  refolves  of 
the  provincial  afTembly  of  volunteers. 

Our  acknowledgments  had  been  foonermade,  had  not 
the  multiplicity  of  bufmefs  which  devolved  on  this 
committee,  both  antecedent  and  fubfequentto  the  meet- 
ing at  Dungannon,  very  much  engrofl'ed  our  time;  this 
feeming  negle61,  we  rely  on  your  good-nature  to  excufe. 

The  provinces  of  Leinfter  and  Connaught  have  al- 
ready called  general  meetings  on  the  fame  fubjeft ; 
]Munfter  had  in  part  declared  before ;  and,  there  is  no 
doubt,  will  now  join  the  reft.  You  will  obferve,  that 
in  the  public  refolves  of  Ulfter,  we  have  confined  our- 
ftlves  to  fuch  general  principles  and  objecl?,  as  we  v/ere 

cunvinced 
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and  cordially  congratulate  you  upon  the 
pleafing  profpedt  of  fuccefs  to   thofe  exer- 

M  m  4  tions, 

convinced  would  fecure  unanimity,  both  in  this  and  the 
other  provinces ;  on  the  fpeclfic  mode  of  reform,  the 
provinces  might  diflerj  difFerent  opinions  might  have 
arifen  amongft  ourfelves ;  our  plan  of  reform  (the 
outlines  of  which  I  annex)  is,  therefore,  fubmitted  to 
the  grand  national  convention  ;  what  they  fhall  agree 
upon,  the  kingdom  at  large,  I  dare  fay,  will  acquiefce 
in,  and  fupport  with  their  united  powers  j  and  againd 
that  union  refiftance  will  be  vain. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  deliberations,  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  opinions  and  communications  of  all 
cur  illuftrious  and  much-refpecled  correfpondents  j  we 
could  not,  however,  in  every  point  apply  them  to  the 
fituation  of  this  kingdom  j  and  where  we  find  great  and 
good  men,  equally  zealous  in  the  caufe,  diiFer  with  re- 
Ipecft  to  the  mode,  our  only  choice  was  to  adopt  that 
which  feemed  to  us  molt  applicable  to  the  country  we 
live  in. 

Our  counties,  towns,  and  parifhes,  are  now  takin'j-  up 

the  fubjedl,  and  calling  public  meetings  to  declare  their 

acceflion  to  the  Dungannon  refolves,    and  to  inftru6l 

their  reprefentatives  on  the  fubjedl  of  a  parliamentary 

reform.     We   earneftly   vvifli  to  fee    the    good  people 

of  Great-Britain  prefs  forward  in  the  promotion  of  the 

lame  important  objc^,. convinced  that  the  united  efforts 

cf  the  fifter  nations  muft  prove  irrefiftible. 

I  amj  with  the  utmoft  refpedl, 

fir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Wni.  S  HARM  AN. 
Dr.  Jebb, 

Parliameiit-ftieeto 
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tions,  which  have  been  as  exemplary  as  the 
obje(5t  is  important.  A  more  important  ob- 
je£t>  indeed,  never  agitated  the  human  mind ! 
It  involves  in  it  the  caufe  of  public  virtue, 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  and  bids  fair 
to  fecure  whatever  can  be  valuable  in  the 
fjght  of  nations,  or  of  individuals,  to  your- 
felves  and  your  pofterity  for  ever. 

I  efteemed  myfelf  highly  honoured  by  the 
letter,  which  I  received  by  order  of  your 
refpedable  committee,  in  laft  Auguft.  I 
efteem  myfelf  much  more  fo  by  your  fa- 
vourable acceptance  of  my  communications; 
of  which  I  can  fay,  with  truth,  that  they 
proceeded  from  a  l^eart  friendly  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Ireland,  and  devoted  to  your 
caufe, 

I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  many  indivi- 
duals in  your  late  convention  gave  up  their 
own  private  opinions,  from  the  beft  motives, 
in  deference  to  what  they  judged  moft  likely 
to  prove  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  coun- 
try. You  have  had  many  difiiculties  to 
ftruggle  with ;  you  have  a-Sed  a  moft  glo- 
rious part ;  may  that  good  providence,  which 

hwrh 
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hath  hitherto  favoured  your  exertions,  con- 
tinue to  diredt  them,  until  you  ihall  have 
accomphflied  your  honourable  purpofe;  un- 
til you  fliall  have  gratified  the  laudable  de- 
iire  of  conveying  the  inellimable  bleffings, 
attendant  upon  a  well-conftrudled  form  of 
civil  government,  to  remoteft  generations  ! 
I  rejoice  in  the  firm  and  manly  declarations 
of  the  counties,  &c.  in  fupport  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Dungannon;  they  will,  doubtlefs, 
add  force  irrefiftlble  to  thofe  refolves.  Over 
external  influence  you  have  already  triumph- 
ed ;  and  what  internal  power  can  oppofe  it- 
felf  to  the  general  voice  of  a  people  deter- 
mined to  be  free  ? 

In  this  interval,  between  the  prefent  mo- 
ment and  the  general  convention,  while 
many  queftions  lie  before  the  public  in  a 
Aate  of  indecifion,  I  cannot  reflrain  myfelf 
from  offering  my  fcntiments  upon  certain 
points,  which  were  more  flightly  touched 
upon  in  my  former  letters,  than  their  im- 
portance required.  If  the  opinions,  to  which 
I  have  been  fo  long  partial,  be  unrounded, 
they  will  be  juftly  difregarded :  if  they  be 

agreeable 
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agreeable  to  right  reafon,  the  di  feu  ill  on  of 
them  cannot  be  unfeafonable,  and  may  pof- 
fihly  anfwer  fome  good  purpofe. 

Whether  the  fpecific  mode  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  which  it  may  appear  rea- 
fonable  for  public  wifdom  to  adopt,  origi- 
nate with  the  people,  or  their  prefent  repre- 
fentatives,  is  not  a  queftion  merely  fpecu-. 
lative;  upon  its  juft  folution,  in  my  idea, 
is  founded  every  rational  expedation  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

Common  fenfe  inftrutfts  us,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  human  life  confirms  its  didates, 
that,  in  ordinary  occurrences,  the  party  im- 
mediately aggrieved  is  beft  qualified  to  ftate 
the  injuries  it  fuffers,  and  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  required  redrefs.  It  is  alfo  of 
confequence,  in  the  prefent  argument,  to 
refle(5t,  that  the  queftion,  refpeding  a  re- 
form of  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  not 
merely  a  queftion  of  expedience,  but  of 
right. 

It  is  the  very  elTence  of  a  commons'  houfe 
of  parliament,  that  it  faithfully  exprefs  the 
voice  of  the  commons.     In  confequence  of 

the 
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the  prefent  imperfecfl  conftitutioii  of  that 
houfe,  the  direcft  contraiy  is  the  fad.  It 
does  not  exprefs  the  voice  of  the  commons ; 
and  it  does  exprefs,  either  jointly  or  alter- 
nately, the  voice  of  the  aridocracy,  and  the 
inclinations  of  the  crov^n. 

The  reafon  of  fuch  deviation  from  its  pri- 
mary fund:ion,  is  as  obvious  as  the  fadl. 
The  commons'  houfe  of  parliament  is  not 
elccfted  by  the  commons.  A  fmall  port  on 
of  the  commons,  under  the  moft  evident  in- 
iiuencc,  is  its  prefent  conftituent ;  and  even 
this  fmall  portion  exercifes  its  eledive  fran- 
chife  only  once  in  eight  years. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  the  mode  of  re- 
drefs  is  plain  and  fimple.  The  prefent  de- 
legation ceafing  to  anfwer  its  evident  inten- 
tion ;  the  effential  rights  of  the  third  eflate 
being  fubtraded  ;  *  with  the  parties  imme- 
diately concerned  and   injured,    it   lies   to 

concert 

*  Tl  may  not  be  improper,  upon  this  occafion,  alfo  to 
obferve.  that  the  power  affumed  by  the  commons'  houfe, 
of  imprifoning  the  fubjedl  upon  pretence  of  breach  of 
privilege  ;  the  denial  of  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  per  foils  thus  imprifoncd;  the  claim  of  decid- 

'  iji£ 
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concert  the  requifite  meafures  for  their  rc- 
ftltution. 

It  appears  equally  clear,  that  the  proper 
mode  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  wifhes  and 
refolutions  is,  the  with-holding  of  the  fup- 
plies. 

If  the  denial  of  right  to  every  male  inha- 
bitant, not  difqualified  by  mental  imbecility 
or  criminal  condudl,  be  the  injury,  the  re- 
floration  of  the  right  of  univerfal  fuffrage  is 
the  remedy.  If  the  deviation  from  the  an- 
cient ufage  to  the  odennial  exercife  of  the 
elective  franchife  be  both  impolitic  and  in- 
jurious, the  recovery  of  the  right  of  annual 
elections  is  the  only  fatisfadory  redrefs.  If 
the  quefiion  being  fairly  propofed,  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  fhall  acquiefce  for  the  pre- 
fent  in  the  recovery  of  lefs  than  their  un- 
doubted right,  w^ith  refped  to  univerfal 
fuffrage,  themfelves  and  their  pofterity  are 

the 

ing  upon  the  merits  of  contefted  eledions  ;  the  arbitrary 
exclufion  of  their  conftituents  from  the  place  of  their 
afiembly,  are  equally  unconflitutional  and  illegal.  They 
only  form  a  fmall  portion  of  thofe  ufurpations,  which  fo 
ioudly  call  for  the  exertion  of  the  vifitatorial  authority 
of  the  people. 
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the  parties  immediately  interefted ;  and, 
therefore,  the  collective  body  of  the  com- 
mons in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  former  in- 
ftances,  can  alone  give  the  proper  fandion 
to  the  reform. 

lam,  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  the  interefl,  the  right,  and  the  duty  of 
the  commons,  by  themfelves,  or  their  dele- 
gates, exprefsly  appointed  for  the  purpofe, 
to  ilate  the  injury,  and  to  exhibit  a  fpecific 
plan  for  its  redrefs. 

The  prefent  houfe  of  commons,  by  the 
nature  of  its  conftituticn,  has  not  the  power 
and,  I  am  fatisfied,  the  majority  has  not  the 
will. 

Provided,  hov^ever,  thefe  points  are  tho- 
roughly underilood,  and  are  fufficiently  de- 
clared; provided  alfo  a  fpecific  plan  be 
formed  by  the  enfuing  convention,  publi/hed 
and  avowed  by  the  counties,  &c.  as  the 
rightful  demand  of  the  people,  and  its  pro- 
per fan6lion  be  acknowledged  to  confift  in 
their  confent,  its  palTage  through  the  pre-- 
fent  houfe  may  not  be  liable  to  any  material 
objection.     But  this  is  far  from  being  necef- 

fary. 
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fary,  as  I    have   el fe where  endeavoured   to 
demo  nfl  rate.* 

It  was  the  charge  of  lir  Geo.  Savile  againit 
an  englifh  houfe  of  commons ;  a  charge  avowed 
in  its  prefence,  with  that  manly  fpirit  which 
has  ever  dirtinguiflaed  his  condud:,  *'  that  It 
had  betrayed  its  conftituents."  From  what 
evidences,  hitherto  afforded  to  the  pubhc, 
are  we  authorized  to  conclude,  that  their 
fucceffors  are  aduated  by  more  honourable 
moti  es  ?  Can  it  for  a  moment  be  fuppofed 
po(hble,  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons, 
in  either  kingdom,  will  ferioully  promote 
the  wiflies  of  the  people  ^  The  intereft,  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  members  owe 
their  election  ;  the  influence  to  which  they 
are  fubje61:,  will  ever  be  apparent  in  their 
condud.  Hence,  at  once,  are  evident  the 
neceffity  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefentationof 
the  people,  and  the  propriety  of  the  prefent 
movements,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  fuch 
reform  into  effed:.  A  delegation,  like  that 
appointed  to  meet  upon  the  tenth  of  next 
month,  will,  i  have  no  doubt,  be  faithful 
to  its  trufi.  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to 
add,  that  it  will  read  its   line  of  duty,  and 

trace 

[  *  See  "  AdJrcfs  to  freeholders/'  &c.  p.  4-72—483.  ] 
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trace  the  path  of  real  glory  in  the  firft,  the 
fecond,  the  ninth,  and  fifteenth  refolution 
of  the  Ulfter  vokmteers. 

At  the  enfuing  convention  it  will  alfo,  in 
all  probability,  be  debated,  how  far  it  may 
be  expedient  to  reilore  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ihip  to  your  roman  catholic  brethren. 

The  pohtion,  that  a  difference  of  opinion, 
upon  matters  merely  religious,  ought  not  to 
be  pleaded  as  a  reafon  for  the"  fubtradlion  of 
natural  or  civil  rights,  has  always  appeared 
to  me  decifively  jufl.  I  have  long  been  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  two  general  practice  of  con- 
fining the  enjoyment  of  civil  privileges, 
within  the  pale  of  a  particular  communion, 
is  equally  intolerant  and  unwife ;  and  have 
conftantly  contended,  that  every  perfon  in 
the  community,  who  preferves  inviolate  that 
common  bond  of  allegiance,  which  is  the 
evidence  of  the  union  of  its  members,  ought 
to  be  fupported  in  the  undifturbed  poffefilon 
of  his  right  of  rifmg  to  the  attainment  of 
every  honour  and  emolument,  to  which  his 
honeft:  induftry,  the  favour  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  or  royal  inclination  can  exalt  him. 
The  fixteenth  propofition  of  the  Dungannon 

refolves. 
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refolves,  is  a  fufficient  evidence  of  the  liber- 
ality of  your  fentiments  upon  this  fubjedt. 
Your  ccnduifl  will  do  you  honour  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  and  may,  by  the  bleffing  of 
heaven,  independently  of  other  advantages, 
produce  the  moft  important  confequences  to 
the  caufe  of  religious  liberty  and  true  pro- 
teflantifm,  in  every  part  of  Chriftendom. 

Local  circumftances,  it  has  been  urged, 
may,  with  propriety,  be  pleaded  againft 
compliance  with  a  principle  and  line  of  con- 
ducSl,  which,  without  fuch  circumftances, 
would  be  undeniably  juft. 

We  are  too  apt  to  reafon  from  the  feelings 
and  prejudices  of  former  ages.  Let  us  rea- 
fon rather  from  fa6ls,  which  the  prefent  ex- 
hibits to  our  view.  Let  us  attend  to  the 
conflitutions  of  the  american  flates,  piar- 
ticularly  to  that  of  Maryland.  In  that  ftate, 
proteflants  and  papifl.i  live  together,  under 
theprotedion  of  equal  laws,  in  perfect  peace. 
No  incapacities  or  difqualifications,  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  are  obferved  in  their  code. 
The  exertions  of  the  human  intclled:  are 
there  unfettered  b^  thofe  iniquitous  re- 
flraints,   which  dishonour  curopean  climes : 

every 
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every  man,  therefore,  lives  in  charity  v^^ith 
his  neighbour,  and  the  rage  of  profelytifm 
is  unknov^n. 

Are  then  the  hearts  of  roman  catholics 
in  your  country  fo  obdurate,  that  they  are 
incapable  of  being  foftened  by  mild  and 
generous  treatment  ?  And  is  it  in  Ireland 
alone,  that  adts  of  juftice  and  philanthropy 
will  fail  in  producing  their  cuftomary  ef- 
fe6ts  ? 

Nor  is  the  meafure  I  am  partial  to  folely 
recommended  by  confiderations  of  humanity 
and  common  right.  It  is  agreeable  alfo 
to  the  foundeft  policy,  which  ever  didates 
to  us,  that  the  whole  power  of  a  community 
fliould,  without  any  undue  partiality,  be 
employed  in  promoting  its  agriculture,  its 
manufadures,  and  its  commerce,  on  which 
immediately  depend  the  true  glory  and 
real  ftrength  of  a  country,  the  happinefs  of 
its  citizens,  and  the  ftability  of  its  govern- 
ment. Many  in  adminiftration  envy  you 
the  enjoyment  of  your  prefent  privileges. 
Thefe  will  unqueftionably  avail  themfelves 
of  any  ill  humours,  which  may  be  confe- 
quent  upon  a  refufal  of  the  roman  catholic 
II.  N  n  claims; 
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claims ;  they  will  foment  the  rifing  differ-* 
ences  between  you,  and  eagerly  feize  the  op- 
portunities which  clrcumilances  may  afford 
them,  of  recovering  every  advantage  you 
have  gained.  Your  kingdom,  united  within 
itfelf,  will  be  able  to  withftand  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  its  enemies  j  but  if  difunion  fhould 
take  place,  you  will  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
defpotifm  of  men,  who  upon  fo  many  occa- 
fions  have  manifefled  themfelves  the  declared 
enemies  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind. 
The  mild  and  gentle  fpirit  of  our  religion 
teaches  us  to  enter  into  the  forrows  of  our 
neighbour,  to  make  his  fufferings  our  own. 
How  grievous  mufl  it  appear  to  the  feelings 
of  fo  many  of  your  brethren,  differenced 
from  you  only  in  their  religious  perfuafions, 
that,  however  your  common  country  may 
increafe  in  afl-luence  and  fplendor,  they  are 
precluded  from  bearing  a  part  in  the  general 
joy !  fettered  by  reftridions,  only  to  be 
vindicated  in  times  of  avov/ed  hoftility,  and 
condemned  with  their  innocent  pofterity  in 
a  land  of  freedom  to  live  the  life  of  ilaves ! 

The  quellion  is  brought  to  this  fhort  iiTue: 
by  engaging  fo  large  a  portion  of  your  fellow- 
citizens 


(     547    ) 

citizens  in  your  caufe,  you  will  gain  a  parlia- 
ment above  the  power  of  corruption ;  your 
country  will  be  united  ;  your  emancipation 
"will  be  permanent  and  complete.  By  deny- 
ing them  a  (hare  of  thofe  advantages  which 
you  claim  for  yourfelves,  you  will  impair 
your  own  title  to  the  lleffings  of  liberty, 
and  muft  exped:  to  live,  for  generations,  in 
little  lefs  than  a  ftate  of  adlual  hoftility  with 
the  majority  of  your  countrymen. 

The  denial  of  equitable  claims  is  ever  full 
of  difficulty  and  danger  :  the  paths  of  juflioe 
and  humanity  are  paths  of  pleafantnefs ;  are 
paths  of  peace. 

When  under  the  influence  of  mild  and 
equal  laws,  human  induftry  (hall  be  generally 
excited  and  encouraged,  and  that  monfter 
intolerance,  the  bane  of  human  happinefs, 
ihall  be  banifned  from  the  ftate,  is  it  not 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  religious  preju- 
dices alfo  will  give  way,  and  truth  extend 
her  falutary  empire  over  the  minds  of  men, 
in  proportion  as  the  light  of  fcience,  the  con- 
flant  concomitant  of  an  enlarged  intercourfe 
with  our  fpecies,  fliall  prevail  ? 

The  politicians  of  the  day  fail  in  execut- 
N  n  2  ing 
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ing  their  bad  purpofes,  through  falfe  concep- 
tions of  the  human  charader  :  our  govern- 
ment reafoned  as  inconclufively,  as  it  aded 
iniquitoufly,  in  the  american  controverfy ; 
the  event  is  too  well  known.  Whereas  a 
compliance  with  the  obvious  rules  of  juftice, 
by  allowing  free  fcope  to  the  virtuous  ener- 
gies of  the  mind,  enables  us  to  overcome 
obfiacles  apparently  unfurmountable,  and 
leads  to  happinefs  and  peace. 

It  may  further  be  urged,  that  the  roman 
catholic  laity  no  longer  acknowledge  that 
the  fovereign  pontiff  hath  authority  to  dif- 
penfe  with  the  folemn  obligation  of  an  oath. 
They,  I  doubt  not,  would  afford  you  the 
moil  unequivocal  evidences  of  attachment 
to  your  government  -,  and,  if  generoufly 
dealt  with,  would  feel  themfelves  too  much 
interefced  in  the  general  peace  and  profperity 
to  wifh,  that  the  times  of  diforder  and  con- 
fulion  may  return.  Might  it  not  be  propofed, 
as  a  condition  of  your  indulgence,  that  they 
fliould  alien t  to  a  folemn  renunciation  of 
thofe  claims,  which  may  at  prefent  alarm 
you  ?  to  a  declaration  that  every  fpecies  of 
»perfecutlon  for  religion  is  antichriftian  and 

unlawful  ? 
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unlawful  ?  to  an  oath  of  allegiance,  which 
would  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  con- 
fcience,  and  yet  afford  a  fufficient  fecurity 
to  yourfelves  ?  A  conference  of  a  few  days, 
perhaps  of  a  few  hours,  with  the  leading 
people  of  the  roman  catholic  perfualion  would 
probably  terminate  a  difference,  which  has 
fubfifled  for  generations,  and  to  which,  if 
the  maxims  of  pafl  ages  be  adhered  to,  hu- 
man fagacity  can  fee  no  end  j  at  leafl,  no 
end  that  can  be  contemplated  with  pleafure. 

I  will  conclude  a  letter,  which,  I  fear,  has 
been  too  long,  with  a  recapitulation  of  the 
principal  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 

A  reform  in  the  conftitution  of  your  com- 
mons' houfe  of  parliament  is  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  your  fecurity,  and  to  your  happi- 
nefs.  You  are  difpofed  to  purfue  this  object 
with  that  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  which  can 
alone,  under  providence,  produce  fuccefs. 
The  moft  effedive  part  of  the  englifh  govern- 
ment ;  all  the  enemies  of  parliamentary  re- 
form in  the  three  kingdoms ;  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Ireland  y  the  ariftocracy  of  Ireland  j 
the  hierarchy  in  both  countries,  are  mod 
afluredly  adverfe  to  your  claims.     During 

N  n  3  the 
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the  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs,  a  queftion  arifes 
whether   you    fhould   not,  from  principles 
of  equity  and  found  policy,  at  the  fame  time 
that  you  eftablifli  your  own  liberties,  be  at- 
tentive to  the  degraded  and  fuffering  fituation 
of  your  roman  catholic  brethren  ?  I  can  only 
offer  the  opinion  of  an  individual.     Others, 
equally  well-difpofed  to  your  caufe,  in  abi- 
lities far  fuperior,  may  be  perfuaded  of  the 
propriety  of  a  different   courle  of  condudl. 
It  is  my  decided  idea,  that  the  full  eftablifh- 
ment  of  equal  liberty  :  the  conceflion  of  the 
rights  of  citi^enfhip  to  men  of  every  religi- 
ous perfuaiion ;  and  an  independent    parlia- 
ment ;  a  parliament,  which    exprefTes   the 
real   fenfe   of  the  people,  can  alone  render 
-  you  triumphant  over  the  interefled  oppoli- 
tion  and  refllefs  machinations  of  the  former 
parties ;  the  latter  wait  only  for  a  lingle  ad: 
of  kindnefs  to  become  your  friends  for  ever.* 

It 

*  By  the  late  accounts  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  it 
appears,  that  adminiftration  has  been  a£Hve,  and,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  idea,  very  fucccfsful,  in  their 
efforts  to  obftru^l  that  parliamentary  reform,  which 
various  circumftances  now  evince  to  be  elFentially  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  political  falvation  of  that  country. 

Whether 
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It  Is  with  pleafure  I  acquaint   you,  that 
tlie  friends  to  a  parliamentary  reform  in  this 

N  n  4  country 

Whether  the  violent  meafure,  recently  adopted  by  the 
irifh  parliament,  originated  with  the  fecretary  of  the 
home-department,(lordNorth)  or  the  houfe  of  Cavendifh, 
is  a  matter  of  little  importance  to  the  public.  Both  par- 
ties adt  in  ftriileft  concert  with  each  other,  and  now  muft 
be  confidered  as  jointly  endeavouring  to  deprefs  that  fpirit 
of  freedom,  v/hich  the  defpotic  principles  of  the  one, 
and  the  ariftocratic  prejudices  of  the  other,  equally  lead 
them  to  deteft.  I  will,  however,  venture  to  predial,  that 
difappointment  and  difgrace  will,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
attend  their  counfels.  The  ill-judged  oppofition  of  the 
adminiftration  and  parliament  of  Ireland,  to  the  voice  of 
the  colledtive  body  of  the  people,  in  a  caufe  peculiarly 
their  own,  will,  in  all  human  probability,  render  the 
triumph  of  the  friends  of  freedom  more  complete,  and 
this,  perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant  period.  The  fire  of 
genuine  patriotifm  is  not  thus  to  be  extinguifhed. 

'*  Prefumptuous  man  !  think'ft  thou  yon  envious  cloud, 
Rais'd  by  thy  breath,  has  quench'd  the  orb  of  day  ? 
To-morrow  he  repairs  the  golden  flood. 
And  warms  the  nations  with  redoubled  ray." 

Gray, 

The  lofs  of  public  confidence,  an  evil  more  alarming 
than  the  lofs  of  public  credit,  now  fo  juftly  apprehended, 
renders  it  more  necefTary  than  ever  for  the  people  to 
unite  ;  I  will  add,  to  aflbciate,  in  fupport  of  the  only 
meafure,  which,  under  providence,  can  preferve  the 
expiring  liberties  of  England.  I  muft  confefs,  that, 
with  others,  I  long  indulged  the  fond  perfuafion,  that 

the 
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country  feem  to  receive  new  courage  in  con- 
fequence  of  your  exertions ;  and,  agreeably 


to 


the  Tpirit  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Fox  would  ftrenuoufly, 
and  at  length  fuccefsfully,  have  been  exerted  in  reftoring 
the  mutilated  conftitution  of  his  country.  During  the 
period  of  our  intercourfe,  it  was  my  conftant  effort  to 
imprefs  his  mind  with  the  perfuafion,  that  by  employing 
his  fplendid  talents  in  the  fupport  of  conftitutional  li- 
berty, and  the  caufe  of  the  people,  he  would  attain  the 
utmoft  height  of  power,  to  which  an  honeft  ambition 
could  afpire,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  live  honoured  and 
revered  by  every  friend  to  the  interefts  of  his  country 
ahd  mankind.  His  exemplary  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  fuffering  humanity,  in  the  american  queftion,  ftrongly 
induced  me  to  believe,  that  his  heart  was  upright,  that 
his  profeflions  were  fmcere.  It  was,  therefore,  with' 
feelings  moft  diflrefiing,  that  I  received  the  intelligence 
of  his  union  with  a  party,  hoftile  to  America,  to  Ire- 
land, to  the  real  interefts  of  Britain,  to  the  facred  caufe  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  to  the  human  fpecies.  I  re- 
monftrated  againft  fo  difgraceful  and  portentous  a  coali- 
tion, with  all  the  warmth  and  earneflnefs  of  friendftiip  ; 
but,  1  remonftrated  in  vain.  When  I  recalled  to  my 
mind  his  former  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  when 
I  recolle£led  v/ith  what  refiftlefs  energy  he  had  employed 
every  captivating  power  of  his  unrivalled  eloquence  in 
her  fupport,  the  dark  tranfadlion  feemed  illufion,  the 
work  of  fancy,  or  the  operation  of  that  malignant  prin- 
ciple, that  reprefents  as  real  the  defection  from  virtue, 
which  it  wifhes  may  be  facl.  Alas  !  it  was  my  lot  to 
lament  over  liim,  as  fallen  from  the  faireft  pinnacle  of 
human  glory,  while  "thers  furrQiinded  him  with  congra- 
tulations upon  his  elevation  to  the  height  of  power  ! 

The 
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to  your  own  animating  expreiTIon,  "  fee,  in 
your  fuccefs,  the  certain  harbinger  of  their 

own." 

I   remain,  with    cordial    good  wilhes  to 
yourfelf  and  your  refpedtablc  committee. 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB. 

Parliament-ftreet, 
Od:.  25,    1783. 

The  recolle£lion  of  that  attachment,  by  v/hich  our 
hearts  were  once  united,  might  difpofe  me  to  rejoice, 
were  fome  future  day  to  exhibit  him  again  awake  to  the 
facred  call  of  freedom  and  of  public  virtue;  but  confi- 
dence hath  fled,  I  fear,  never  to  return. 

At  prefent,  with  aftonifhment,  mingled  with  themoft 
fenfible  regret,  I  behold  him  the  aflbciate  and  the  advo- 
cate  of  men,  in  principle  and  pra(R:ice  moft  defpotic ; 
the  advifer  of  meafures  equally  impolitic  and  unjuft  ;  I 
will  add,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  mankind  : 
meafures,  which  at  once  fhake  all  the  fecurities  of  pro- 
perty to  their  foundation,  and  create  an  acceffion  of 
influence  to  the  minifter,  which  threatens  to  render  him 
triumphant  over  every  fpecies  of  conflitutional  control. 

Is  it  pofTible,  I  would  afk  him,  once  more  appealing 
to  the  unbiaflTed  fentiments  of  his  heart,  that,  with  an 
underftanding  fo  exalted,  he  can  prefer  the  charadl:er 
and  fame  of  Richlieu,  the  arbitrary  minifler  of  the  thir- 
teenth Lev/is,  the  fubverter  of  the  remaining  liberties  of 
France  ;  to  the  fplendid  giory,  that  in  every  future  age 
will  encircle  the  brow  of  the  immortal  Sully,  the  friend 
of  Henrvj  the  friend  of  man  f 

Dec.  65   1783. 
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It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  but  it  is  un- 
deniably true,  that  whenever  bulinefs  is  per- 
mitted to  be  tranfadted  without  a  control- 
ing  power  and  frequent  infped:ion,  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  fuch  bulinefs  is  committed 
too  generally  negled:  or  abufe  their  trufl. 
Places  of  confinement,  on  many  accounts, 
are  unpleafing  objecfls  :  and  the  miferable 
portion  of  mankind  who  are  configned  to 
thofe  dreary  manfions  too  frequently  feel, 
in  the  tyranny  of  their  keepers,  and  other 
feverities,  the  eife<5t  of  that  difregard  of  their 
fellow-citizens  which  is  the  general  con- 
comitant of  exclufion  from  the  bufy  fcenes 
of  life.  Whatever,  therefore,  removes  the 
general  relu dance  to  infped  thefe  doleful 
abodes  of  diftrefs,*  may  poffibly  tend  to  di- 
minifh  the  horrors  of  their  ilate.  j 

*   See  Mr.  Howard's  remarks  on  the  uro;ent  occafion 
for  appointing  an  infpedor  (honorary  and  without  fa- 

lary}' 
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It  is  the  fecret,  but  indelible  perfuaftbn, 
that  lofty  walls  and  iron  doors,  and  grated 
windows,  enclofe  difeafe,  as  well  as  mifery 
of  other  kinds,  which  prevents  the  exer- 
tions of  the  compaffionate  from  being  em- 
ployed in  lefTening  the  calamities  of  confine- 
ment. Whatever  regulations,  therefore,  (hall 
fubjed  places  of  confinement  to  the  falutary 
and  cheering  influence  of  the  winds  and  light 
of  heaven,  may  at  once  relieve  the  fufferers 
from  the  languor  of  ficknefs,  and  from  the 
tyranny  too  often  exercifed  by  the  inexorable 
minifters  of  public  juftice.  I  mean  that 
kind  of  tyranny  founded  upon  negled  and 
the  denial  of  the  common  necefiaries  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  the  excellent  Mr.  Ho- 
ward has  fo  flrikingly  unfolded  in  his  im- 
mortal work ;  a  work,  at  once  the  ftrongeft 
exhibition  of  philanthropy  fince  the  foun- 
dation of  our  religion,  and  the  fevereft  fatire 
on  the  fpecies. 

As  a  bafis  for  my  fubfequent  reflections,  I 
propofe  the  two  following  queries,  fuggefl;ed 

principally 

lary)  to  every  prifon  ;  cither  delegated  from  the  magif- 
tracy,  in  rotation,  or  otherwife,  or  conilituted  by  par- 
liament.— See  '*  State  of  the  prifons  in  England  and 
Wales,  with  preliminary  obfervations,  and  an  account 
of  fome  foreign  prifons  and  hofpitals."  the  3d  edit.  p.  36, 
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principally  by  obfervations  in  the  line  of  my 
profeffion. 

I.  Is  it  not  abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order 
fully  to  remove  the  bad  effects  of  that  flag- 
nation  of  air  and  accumulation  of  putrid 
effluvia  from  living  bodies,  to  which  the  un- 
healthy ilate  of  our  prifons  is  chiefly  to  be 
imputed,  that  the  place  of  confinement  fhould 
be  ventilated  frequently,  by  currents  of  frefli 
air  moving  freely  in  an  horizontal  dire<5tion, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  intirely  to  change  that 
part  of  the  atmofphere  v^hich  is  incumbent 
over  the  furface  of  habitation  ?     - 

II.  Is  it  poffible  that  this  can  be  effeded, 
be  the  interior  arrangements  what  they  may, 
while  the  place  of  confinement  is  enclofed 
within  four  walls  riling  high  above  the  level 
of  the  inhabited  furface  ? 

On  the  contrary ;  will  not  infedion,  once 
received,  continue,  under  fuch  circum- 
flances,  to  exert  its  deleterious  powers,  with 
various  degrees  of  malignity,  for  a  great 
length  of  time  ;  in  defiance  of  every  precau- 
tion that  human  fagacity  can  fuggeft  ? 

The  fituation  of  prifons,  at  a  diHance 
from  other  buildings,  with  the  conveniences 
attendant  upon  an  elevated  ground,  and  a 
running  flream  of  water,  v/ould  certainly 

be 
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be  preferable  to  theprefent  pradllce  of  c red- 
ing them  in  the  clofefl:  part  of  towns.  But 
thefe  improvements,  I  conceive,  will  be  of 
little  avail,  without  the  aid  of  the  follow- 
ing, which  I  efleem  as  a  regulation  effen- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  removal  of  thofe  in- 
conveniences, which  are  fo  feverely  felt,  in 
the  iirft  inftance,  by  the  unhappy  fufferers 
under  confinement,  and,  eventually,  by  the 
communit}^  at  lar^e- 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  preference  to  the 
method  hitherto  obferved  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecurity,  a  dry  moat,  with  flielving  fides, 
covered  with  grafs,  fhould,  like  a  line  of 
circumvallation,  furround,  at  a  proper  dif- 
tance,  the  place  of  confinement.  And  that 
a  wall  (equal,  perhaps,  in  height  to  thofe 
which  at  prefent  furround  the  King's-bench 
prifon,*  )  fhould  rife  from  the  bottom  of 
this  moat.  The  top  of  this  wall  iliould  be 
level  with  the  furface  of  the  foil.  ^.i 

*  Mr.  Howard  fays  of  the  King's-bench—"  This 
fpacious  prifon  is  enclofed  with  a  ftrong  wall  about 
thirty  feet  high,  with  chevaux  de  frize,"  p.  244. — 
If  walls  are  in  any  degree  confiderably  elevated 
above  the  furface,  it  is  necelTary,  fo  far  as  may  be,  to 
obviate  this  difad  vantage  to  ventilation  i;i  fome  meafurej 
as  by  other  means,  fo  by  the  chevaux  de  frize  being 
five  or  fix  feet  high  :  a  method  recommended  by  Mr, 
Blaclcbu:n  of  Southwark. 
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Thus  would  the  fecurlty  at  prefent  aimed 
It  by  the  high  walls,  be  flill  enjoyed,  with- 
out their  numerous  inconveniences,  and  an 
anobftruded  current  of  air  would  continually 
/entilate  every  feparate  building. 

Thefe  buildings  Ihould  confift  only  of 
:v/o  liories,  formed  upon  arcades,  agreeably 
:o  Mr.  Howard's  idea:  and  contain,  I  ap- 
prehend, not  more  than  fix  or  eight  apart- 
;nents.  It  would  be  alfo  proper  that  thefe  a- 
3artments,and  their  appendages,  iliould  vary 
n  fpacioufnefs  and  other  circumflances,  as 
exigency  and  the  public  wifdom  ihall  diredl. 

Security,  which,  without  a  doubt,  is  the 
siTential  point  to  be  confultcd  in  places  of 
:onfinement,  may  be  effefted  by  the  ftrength 
md  peculiar  confirudion  of  the  building; 
by  attention  to  internal  polity ;  or  by  the 
combined  aid  of  both. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  too  great  a  reliance 
has  hitherto  been  placed  upon  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  prifons ;  too  little  upon  a  well-re- 
gulated ceconomy :  and  that  the  latter  is 
Frequently  impeded,  by  the  meafures  which 
ire  adopted  to  perfecft  the  former. 

Inflead  of  buildings  formed  of  mafly  flone, 

A^ith  various  mechanical  expedients  to  guard 

II.  O  o  againft 
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be  preferable  to  theprefent  pradliceof  c 
ing  them  in  the  clofeft  part  of  towns. 
thcfe  improvements,  I  conceive,  will 
little  avail,  without  the  aid  of  the  fol 
ing,  which  I  efleem  as  a  regulation  c 
tially  neceffary  to  the  removal  of  thoJ 
conveniences,  which  are  fo  feverely  fe 
the  firft  inftance,  by  the  unhappy  fuf 
under  confinement,  and,  eventually,  b 
community  at  large- 
It  appears  to  me,  that  in  preference  i 
tnethod  hitherto  obferved  for  the  purp^ 
fecurity,  a  dry  moat,  with  flielving 
covered  with  grafs,  fhould,  like  a  li 
circumvallation,  furround,  at  a  prope 
tance,  the  place  of  confinement.  An( 
a  wall  (equal,  perhaps,  in  height  to 
which  at  prefent  furround  the  King's-' 
prifon,*  )  fliould  rife  from  the  bottc 
this  moat.  The  top  of  this  wall  fiioi 
level  with  the  furface  of  the  foil. 

*  Mr.  Howard  fays  of  the  King's-bench— 
fpacious  prlfon  is  enclofed  with  a  ftrong  wal 
thirty  feet  high,  with  chevaux  de  frize,"  p. 
If  walls  are  in  any  degree  confiderably 
above  the  furface,  it  is  neceffary,  fo  far  as  ma 
obviate  this  difadvantage  to  ventilation  i;i  fome  i 
as  by  other  means,  fo  by  the  chevaux  de  frl2 
five  or  fix  feet  high  :  a  method  recommended 
Blackburn  of  Southwark. 
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Thus  would  the  fecurity  at  prefent  aimed 
at  by  the  high  walls,  be  flill  enjoyed,  with- 
out their  numerous  inconveniences,  and  an 
unobftruded  current  of  air  would  continually 
ventilate  every  feparate  building. 

Thefe  buildings  lliould  confift  only  of 
tv/o  liories,  formed  upon  arcades,  agreeably 
to  Mr,  Howard's  idea:  and  contain,  I  ap- 
prehend, not  more  than  fix  or  eight  apart- 
ments. It  would  be  alfo  proper  that  thefe  a- 
partments,and  their  appendages,  iliould  vary 
in  fpacioufnefs  and  other  circumftances,  as 
exigency  and  the  public  wifdom  fliall  diredt. 

Security,  which,  without  a  doubt,  is  the 
effential  point  to  be  confultcd  in  places  of 
confinement,  may  be  effedied  by  the  ftrength 
and  peculiar  conflrudion  of  the  building; 
by  attention  to  internal  polity;  or  by  the 
combined  aid  of  both. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  too  great  a  reliance 
has  hitherto  been  placed  upon  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  prifons ;  too  little  upon  a  well-re- 
gulated CEconomy :  and  that  the  latter  is 
frequently  impeded,  by  the  meafures  which 
are  adopted  to  perfect  the  former. 

Inflead  of  buildings  formed  of  mafly  flone, 

with  various  mechanical  expedients  to  guard 

II.  O  o  againft 
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againft  efcape,  fecurlty  may,  perhaps,  be 
more  eflentially  promoted  by  detached  build- 
ings, lefs  coftlv;  fubftantial,  formed  of  brick  j 
and  into  whofe  recefles  the  eye  of  vigilance 
can  penetrate  with  greater  eafe. 

Stone  iiair-cafes,  feparate  apartments,  and 
fuch  expedients  as  may  prevent  improper 
commmiication  between  the  prifoners.,  with- 
out encumbering  the  ft  r  11  flu  re,  are  certainly 
neceffary.  But  the  main  improvement  to  be 
expedled  in  the  ftate  of  prifons,  feems  to  me 
to  confilf  in  a  judicious  mode  of  conduding 
their  internal  polity.  Lights  properly  dif- 
perfed  over  the  whole  enclofed  diftrifl ;  a 
regular  patrol  by  day  and  night  j  permiffion 
to  the  prifoners  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
air,  by  rotation,  at  certain  hours  ;  concerted 
fignals  of  alarm,  would,  in  all  probability, 
afford  more  real  fecurity,  with  lefs  expenfe, 
and  lefs  injury  to  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
than  can  be  effected  in  buildings  of  the  pre- 
fent  conftrudion,  wherein  the  very  provi- 
fions  adopted  to  prevent  riot,  infurredion, 
or  efcape,  materially  obftrud  the  free  com- 
munication and  united  exertions  of  the  peo- 
ple who  are  appointed  to  guard  againfl  them. 

Let 
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Let  us  imitate  nature.     She  effeds  her  pur- 
pofes  by  the  limpleft  means.  * 

The  prelent  great  obfl:ru6tion  to  the  vili- 
tation  of  gaols,  viz.  the  apprehennon  of 
unhealthinefs,  and  the  expedation  of  the 
eye  and  ear  being  fahitcd,  on  entrance,  with 
bars,  and  bolts,  and  chains;  and  the  gloom 
infeparable  from  lofty  walls,  and  the  form 
and  folid  ilrudure  of  fubterraneous  man- 
fions,  being  thus  effedually  removed,  the 
next  procefs  will  be,  to  hint  a  plan  for  the 
regulation  of  their  internal  polity,  and  for 
fecurins:  the  obfervance  of  fuch  rules  as  ex- 
pedience  fliall  fuggeft. 

O  o  2  With 

*  Mr.  Howard  fays  of  the  prlfons  at  Paris,  "  The 
difcipline  obferved  is  {o  exadl,  that  at  the  fire  in  the 
Conciergcrie,  the  numerous  prifoners  (as  I  was  inform- 
ed) were  removed  without  any  confufion,  or  a  fingle 
efcape,"  p.  16S,  &c.  ••«  None  of  the  prifoners  in  the 
courts  were  iii  irons.  And  yet,  in  fome  of  the  prifons, 
there  were  more  criminals  than  in  any  of  our  London 
gaols.  My  reader,  perhaps,  will  prefcntly  fee  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  the  manner  in  which  prifons  are  condu(5l- 
ed,  makes  the  confinement  more  tolerable,  and  chains 
lefs  needful.  Indeed,  it  wasevident,  from  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  the  prifoners  in  fome  of  the  gaols,  that  hu- 
mane attention  was  paid  to  them."  p.  166.  In  a  like 
fenfe,  the  excellent  Beccaria,  "  Ogni  atto  di  autorita 
di  uomo  a  uomo  che  non  derivi  dai'  aflbluta  necelHta  c 
tiranuico."    Dei  delitti  e  deile  pene» 
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With  refpe^fl  to  fpecific  regulations  of  In" 
ternal  polity,    I  do   not  prefume  to  give  a 
formal  opinion  :  being  confcious  that  much 
muft  depend  upon  experiment,  and  that  my 
habits  of  life  do  not  enable  me  to  point  out 
the  form   that  would  be   moft   expedient. 
Perhaps  the  regulations  obferved  in  garrifons 
and  camps,  wherein  good  order,  and  a  ftate 
of  conftant  vigilance  are  fo  very  elTential, 
may  fuggeft  to  the  civil  power  a  form  of 
polity,   fteady  in  its  operation,  eafy  in   its 
execution,  and  yet  efFeftual  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes   of  fecurity.      But  the    utmoft   care 
ihould  be  taken,  that  the  reftraint  of  liberty, 
even  in  the  cafe  of  the  mofl  atrocious  crimes, 
iliould  be  as  mild  as  the  circumflances  will 
admit :  that  the  eftablifliment  of  the  proper 
rules  and  orders,  and  the  mode  of  carrying 
them  into  execution,  fliould  be  intircly  un- 
der the  control  of  the  maglfirates  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  diftrift ;  that  in  no  particular, 
or  pofhble  circumftance,  they  (liould  be  liable 
to  the  interference  of  the  efiabliflied  army  ; 
and   with   every   proper    caution    guarded 
againil  the  tyranny  or  over-bearing  influence 
of  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  who  hold  their 
appointment  from  the  crown,     fetter,  far 

better 
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better,  that  all  tlie  prefent  evils  and  difor- 
ders,  however  grievous,  fliould  continue, 
than  that,  under  fpecious  pretences,  liberty, 
the  choiceft  gift  of  heaven  to  man,  without 
which  no  other  bleffing  can  convey  real  en- 
joyment to  the  rational  mind,  fhould  be 
impaired,  perhaps,  totally  deflroyed,  by  the 
introdudion  of  a  french  lyftem  of  police, 
even  into  our  gaols. 

The  anfwer  to  the  quefrion,  Quis  cufto- 
des  cuflodiet  ipfos  ?  is  next  to  be  conlidered. 
In  what  manner  are  v/e  to  guard  againft  the 
ncglecl  and  tyranny  of  the  officers  of  pri- 
fons,  and  fecure  the  obfervance  of  fuch  rules 
as  expedience  (liall  fuggeft  ? 

The  condiidl  of  the  houfes  of  induilry,  in 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  in  one  of  which  I  was 
a  dired:or  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  feems 
to  me  to  point  out  an  ufeful  and  pradicable 
mode  of  government  and  control. 

A  committee  room,  fpacious,  commo- 
dious, and  pleafantly  Htuated,  is  fet  apart 
for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  diredors  and 
guardians  of  the  houfe. 

They  coniift  of  the  |)rinclpal  gentry, 
clergy,  and  tenantry,  in  tlie  county.  They 
viiit  la  routioa  •  cawh  tiikini^a  month.  Two 

diredors 
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directors  from  the  gentry,  three  ading  guar^ 
dians  from  the  yeomanry,  (with  the  clerk) 
form  the  weekly  meeting.  The  governor 
of  the  houfe  attends  to  anfwer  inquiries  and 
complaints.  He  brings  up  his  report  of  the 
material  events  of  the  preceding  v/eek.  All 
bulinefs  refpedting  the  ceconomy  of  the 
houfe  and  current  expenfes,  is  then  fettled. 
The  ftores  and  provifions  are  infpedted  ;  the 
apothecary,  who  attends  for  a  yearly  ftipend, 
is  examined  with  refpe(5t  to  the  fick.  In 
this  whole  affair,  no  perfon  complains  of 
the  fatigue  of  attendance,  but  rather  takes 
pleafure  in  the  difcharge  of  fo  ufeful  an  em- 
ployment. 

The  juftices  of  the  county,  or  diflri(5l, 
aided  by  the  gentry  and  clergy,  and  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  fubflantial  tenantry, 
might  be  incorporated  by  parliament,  with 
powers  to  ad:  in  a  limilar  manner  in  refped: 
to  gaols.  The  regulation  of  places  of  con- 
finement v/ould  then  be  vefted  in  the  hands 
of  the  parties,  who  are  really  interefted  in 
the  reform  of  their  manifold  abufes.  The 
humanity  of  my  countrymen  would  effedt 
the  refl:  -,  they  would  behold  in  a  prifoner, 
a  perfon,  who,  from  the  lofs  of  liberty,  from 

the 
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the  anxieties  neceiTarily  attendant  upon  his 
fituation,  frcm  the  injury  he  has  probably 
laftained  in  his  circumliances,  and  muft 
continue  to  fuftain,  before  his  guilt  or  in- 
nocence can  be  legally  afcertained,  is  al- 
ready afflided  with  a  confiderable  iliare  of 
fuffering,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
unneceiTarily  expofed  to  the  additional  dif- 
trelTes  of  hunger,  cold,  and  nakednefs,  and 
the  almoft  moral  certainty  of  difeafe. 

I  will  recapitulate  ;  and  conclude. 

It  is  my  aim,  in  fubmitting  the  preceding 
refledions  to  the  public,  ,  to  imprefs  my 
readers  with  a  perfuafion,  that  if  due  atten- 
tion were  paid  to  the  fcite  and  conftrudion 
of  prifons,  the  grand  obftacle  to  their  im- 
provement, viz.  the  infrequency  of  their 
infpedion,  would  no  longer  exill:  -,  that  the 
health  of  the  perfons  confined  cannot  be 
confulted  in  any  toler:;ble  meafure,  v/hile 
prifons  are  fituated  in  the  midft  of  popu- 
lous cities,  orfurronnded  with  walls,  rifing 
high  above  the  inhabited  enclofure.  That 
the  expedients  which  have  been  acquiefced 
in  as  elfential  to  the  guarding  againft  riot, 
infurredion,  and  efcape,  are  not  only  inef- 
ficacious,  but   frequently  are  produdive  of 
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the  very  evils  they  were  intended  to  pre- 
vent; that  a  judicious  form  of  internal  po- 
lity might  fafely  be  fubftituted  in  their 
place;  and  that  the  power  of  enforcing  fuch 
regulations,  as  public  wifdom  may  direcft, 
ought  to  be  vefted  in  the  hands  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  are  mcll:  intereflcd  in  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  diftrid: ;  viz.  in  a  weekly 
committee  of  thejuftices,  gentry,  and  te- 
nantry of  the  county,  attending  upon  the 
fpot  in  monthly  rotation.  Thus  the  pre- 
fent  reproach  of  the  diforder  and  immorality 
of  perfons  under  confinem.ent,  would,  I  con- 
ceive, be  finally  removed,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  feelings  of  humanity,  at  prefent 
wounded  by  every  reflecftion  upon  the  com- 
plicated fufferings  endured  in  thefe  melan- 
choly m.anfion!^,  be  efte^Lually  confulted, 
without  offering  the  minuteft  injury  to  fub- 
flantiai  juflice. 


THE   EXD  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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